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Cartography: The Ideal and its  
History
Matthew H. Edney
University of Chicago Press, 2019 
296 pages. 65 halftones. Paperback. £23

This book is a triumph 
and a challenge. Edney, 
who has long taken a 
critical look at the way 
in which cartography is 
undertaken, puts forwards 
deep and important 
provocation through this 
text. His work calls into 
question the sociocultural 
critiques of mapping 
practices through a 
careful deconstruction of 
the Ideal of cartography. 
Ultimately suggesting that 
we have been thoroughly 
misled by this Ideal and that our preconceptions about 
what cartography is, and isn’t, must also be overturned.

By his own admission, Edney has written a book that 
confronts everyone who studies any aspect of mapping. He 
asks them to rethink everything they think know about the 
subject. While he mostly directs this towards sociocultural 
geographers, he also takes aim at historians, humanistic 
scholars, those taking political motivated critiques, and 
everyone in between. This text makes a radical call for 
the discarding of, what Edney calls, inadequate, old 
and flawed, preconceptions and convictions, in order to 
eliminate the normative map to which we are all bound. 
While he concedes that indeed sociocultural geographers 
have worked to expose some of these inadequacies and 
distortions in our understanding of maps, he notes that 
cartography remains a practice of ‘idealization produced 
by modern cultural that cannot provide a valid conception 
of mapping in the past present or future’ (p.8). And thus, 
we must revisit these preconceptions and understand the 
Ideal of Cartography in order to reveal the myriad ways in 
which people produce, circulate and consume maps.

This is then quite the affront for those of us who 
have long worked with maps, and one that is initially 
rather jarring for the reader. However, persisting through 
the provocative opening paragraphs reveals that Edney has 

no intention of letting the reader deal with this alone. His 
thoughts flow effortlessly across the page, anecdotes and 
first-person quips draw the reader along with him. And 
while he repeatedly reminds the reader that we have been 
all been misled and duped by the Ideal, he still makes us 
want to understand why.

The opening two chapters do an excellent job 
of setting the scene, plenty of examples and lovingly 
reproduced ‘maps’ which help to illustrate the arguments 
put forwards – a theme that continues throughout thanks 
to the work of Chicago University Press. It is though as 
we enter chapter three that the book gets into its stride, 
with a comprehensive listing of the Ideals and myths of 
cartography. Following this listing, he provides more detail 
on each of these supposed axiomatic principles. Unpicking 
each one in turn, untying cartography from its territory and 
the limits of latitude and longitude. He reinserts the reader 
as both an individual and as someone who must decode 
a map through their own cognitive stores of knowledge 
and spatial comprehension in order to access these abstract 
images of the world. He also takes to task the placing of 
indigenous mapping as a prehistoric undertaking. And 
rightly challenges the racist, patriarchal and misogynic 
schema through which we view maps. At its simplest he 
reminds us that not all maps are navigational. And that all 
these post-1800 Ideals cannot be placed on past mapping 
practices – and indeed should be eradicated in future 
undertakings.

Chapter four then builds on these arguments. If you 
were not yet convinced of the Ideal, Edney now turns up 
the heat. The proof, he states, that cartography cannot be a 
universal practice, is that the Ideal has a history, one that 
has been layered upon over centuries. There has been an 
intensification and elaboration of the Ideal, each new factor 
reinforcing already developed convictions. Throughout 
this chapter he charts this history, moving quickly from 
one idea to the next, packing in hundreds of years. Yet 
each moment is detailed, clear and well-illustrated with 
examples.

We then turn to the technicalities of mapping in the 
fifth and penultimate chapter. Here we discuss map scale 
at length, along with the idealization of geometry. These 
are, in Edney’s mind, the core issue in the creation of the 
normative map. The acceptance of numerical ratios for all 
maps has indeed idealized the notion of what a map might 
be. Those maps without scale are dismissed as not being 
maps – including Henry Beck’s tube diagram(?). The main 
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issue here though for Edney, is not so much the scale in 
and of itself, but rather that the Ideal is most readily seen 
here in the way in which map scholars have worked to 
actively avoid examining the notion of scale in detail. This 
highlights the deep seated Ideal that maps are all derived 
from the measurement of the world. This, he claims, is an 
image of what we naively believe mapping should be. Not 
what mapping is.

The book, like all books, does have some flaws, in 
places in becomes repetitive and can also feel like a rather 
sustained attack on the thinking of other mapping scholars. 
These though are rather diminished when you get to the 
end of the text and feel that you immediately want to read 
it again in order to embed this challenge of the ideal within 
your own working – even if you disagree on some points.

Edney provides us with an important work here. 
While some ideas might feel familiar, others are a true lifting 
the lid on preconceptions. Centrally he reminds us that 
cartography by its nature cannot be universal, but instead 
is permeated by the Ideal that has become increasingly 
persistent as it is repeatedly added to and reinforced, 
eventually becoming totally naturalized. Edney pulls short 
of following Denis Wood in suggesting that cartography 
is dead, but he states that it does deserve to die. This book 
seeks to expose the Ideal of cartography, and does so in 
a very comprehensive, if at times challenging, manner. 
Edney reveals the traps that are laid for us as we work 
to understand mapping practices, and helps us to navigate 
around them. Most importantly though, he reminds us that 
we cannot assume anything. The Ideal continues to persist!

Doug Specht 

Talking Maps
Jerry Brotton and Nick Millea
Hardback 205 pages, £35.00 
Bodleian Library, 2019 
ISBN: 978-1-85124-515-4

At first glance, the 
title of the book and 
the cover image of 
Grayson Perry’s 
Red Carpet tapestry 
sparked great interest 
regarding the context 
of ‘talking maps’. 
Unlike a close friend 
of mine, I did not 
presume it to mean 
the literal application 
of the term (i.e. a sat 
nav) and was very 
happy to engage with a book coinciding with interests 
stemming from my doctorate submission regarding the 
purpose and function of a map. The weight and size of 
the book promised a plethora of detail, images and various 
cartographic representations, and unsurprisingly I was not 
disappointed.

The book is an accompaniment to the Bodleian Library 
Talking Maps exhibition and provides a detailed account 
of the creation and evolution of maps. It explores key 
historical contexts and time periods that are supported by 
a range of hand-drawn and computer-generated examples. 
The focus of the book is to outline the story-telling 
capabilities of maps and their ability to convey information 
relating to a variety of geographical phenomena; including 
political and social contexts, demographic compositions, 
war, and settlement development. As a form of tool or 
communication device, the authors allow map readers 
and users alike to decipher and understand more about the 
landscape and physical environment, based on their own 
interpretation of details representative of specific dates and 
times.

Organised into ten chapters, the book sequentially 
discusses the evolution of maps, mapping and cartographic 
form across themes including; orientation; administration; 
the country; the land and sea; imaginary cartographies; 
and the digital turn. The authors make fantastic use of 
full-page and multipage spreads to present high quality 
images and figures, teamed with a reader-friendly font 
and well-thought out layout to help break the content into 
manageable sections. However, whilst the book provides 
readers with plenty of detail and information, I found that 
the figures themselves were hard to access. Though clearly 
presented, it was difficult to link the text and descriptions 
to the corresponding image, especially where the relevant 
figure appeared four pages later. This may be a more 
personal concern and of minor consideration for others. 
However, as a few well-known cartographers have said in 
the past, it is the smaller details like these that can affect 
readability and clear communication of knowledge.

On the other hand, the book itself is incredibly 
interesting and informative, so it is easy to disregard this 
minor inconvenience. Specifically, in the first chapter 
alone Brotton and Millea discuss the social and cultural 
factors that influence a map makers choice to orientate a 
map to one of the cardinal points. Being north, south, east 
or west, these points encompass more than just direction, 
but also power, belief, and political assumptions; such 
as the familiar north and south associations of the UK 
relating to social stereotypes and class. It is therefore 
fascinating to read about the historical, religious and 
social connotations that frame the presentation of maps, 
and that enable users to uncover more detail and decipher 
further evidence engrained within a map’s attributes 
and qualities. Additionally, I was pleased to see that 
the authors had engaged with the work of Benjamin 
Hennig, who’s work reflects the latest developments in 
cartography and data visualisation. Within the text, the 
authors carefully address the ‘digital turn’ stemming from 
the developments of Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS), and briefly touch upon theoretical frameworks and 
ideologies associated to critical GIS; such as the role of 
the computer and subsequent technology. For some, this 
may be uninteresting and boring. For myself, however, 
and possibly due to my status as a postgraduate researcher, 
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I have rarely come across these themes of discussion 
outside of more academic semantics. Brotton and Millea 
have therefore been able to refer to such developments 
in a reader friendly and approachable way, making these 
conversations more accessible to wider audiences. 

Penultimately, this book is an exceptional piece of 
literature that does well to selectively choose a range of 
maps and cartographies from a collection of over one and 
a half million. The Al-Sharīf al-Idrīsī maps, the Selden 
map of China, the Gough map, Grayson Perry’s work and 
the imaginary maps by J.R.R Tolkien and C.S.Lewis are 
just some of my favourite examples used to illustrate the 
story-telling capability of cartographic representation, and 
further fuel my interest and passion of cartography from 
a human geographical perspective. I feel that Brotton 
and Millea have done a fantastic job and have achieved 
their aim to celebrate the creation, function and purpose 
of maps, using specific examples that cover nearly two 
millennia. 

On a final note, knowing that this book is an 
accompaniment to an exhibition means that I now 
want to know more and see what other stories and tales 
can be uncovered across their collection of maps and 
cartographies.

Isabel Williams

Why North is Up?  
Map conventions and where  
they came from
Mick Ashworth 
Oxford: Bodleian Library, July 2019  
ISBN 9781851245192  
244pp, inc 108 colour illustrations. £30

This is a fascinating and 
easily accessible romp 
through many topics 
about maps that many 
may wonder about, but 
not know where to find 
simple clear explanations. 
For anyone with an 
interest in maps it should 
be essential reading.

The book is divided 
into seven part, each 
containing between two 
and seven chapters. Part I is about Map Structure, covering 
orientation, co-ordinate systems and map projections, 
and map composition. Part II Symbols, has a general 
introduction before considering point, line and area 
symbols, colour and generalisation. Relief representation 
methods are covered in Section III with Names and 
Boundaries in Section IV. Parts V and VI cover more 
specialist mapping, including quantitative and qualitative 
thematic mapping, geological map and charts. Finally, 
Section VII looks at ‘Post-Conventional Mapping’ which 

tries to bring things up to the contemporary period, looking 
at the developments of conventions specifically for on-line 
mapping and how mapping has be democratised in recent 
years with the boundary between map makers and map 
users becoming increasingly blurred. This is a very logical 
sequence and largely mirrors what one would expect in an 
introductory textbook on cartography even although this 
would not be expected to be used as a textbook.

The book is highly illustrated, with virtually every 
spread having at least 1 figure. The illustrations are wide 
ranging and universally reproduced to a very high standard. 
Not all of the figures are referred to in the text and a few 
are included in one chapter (generally appropriate to the 
topic), but not referred to until much later when discussing 
something else that it also illustrates. Most are historical, 
illustrating early examples of the particular aspect being 
discussed, but more recent and contemporary examples 
are used where these are appropriate.

With over 30 years of professional engagement in 
cartography and even longer being fascinated by maps, a 
lot of what is in this book I was already familiar with, but 
that did not prevent it being an enjoyable and worthwhile 
read. I only found two things I would disagree with. When 
discussing map symbols a distinction is made between 
pictographic and ideographic (iconic) symbols, with the 
latter defined as being geometric. I would argue that iconic 
symbols convey meaning by some association with the 
object being represented, but not a direct picture of the 
object, e.g. the use of an anchor for somewhere ships 
might anchor. Geometric symbols are better referred 
to as ‘arbitrary’ as they bear no obvious relationship to 
what they represent. Later, in talking about international 
boundaries an example is given of Google Maps showing 
different international boundaries if you were accessing it 
from India or China; this is no doubt the case but having 
spent a considerable amount time in China in recent years, 
Google Maps and all other Google applications are blocked 
in China, so it is a mute point. The principle is of course 
correct, and the real point being made was that content can 
be tailored depending on the user’s location.

My biggest frustration with this book was that I 
wanted to know more. Almost every time I turned the page 
to find a new chapter, it was a disappointment – not at the 
new topic, but that I wanted the coverage of the previous 
topic to continue. I guess this is inevitable in a book of this 
nature; obviously there has to be a limited number of pages 
to make it commercially viable and the content has to be 
broad enough to appeal to a wide range of potential users. 
That said, the format of the text is quite open so it would 
not have been difficult to fit in significantly more words in 
the available space.

From a more academic point of view, I was also 
frustrated by the lack of referencing to sources of 
information. These days, a student submitting an essay with 
such a lack of referencing would be severely criticised. I 
can understand not wanting to interrupt the flow with 
constant citations, but there are only 7 footnotes for the 
whole book, only 3 of which are to cartographic sources. 
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There could easily have been that number of footnotes per 
chapter to allow the interested reader to following up more 
detail without having to search for sources themselves. 
There are 21 suggestions for further reading, most of 
which are a mixture of ‘coffee table’ books on maps and 
more academic cartographic textbooks.

I would expect this book to be popular  - it certainly 
deserves to be. It is very readable and I would certainly 
agree with the Jerry Brotton’s quote on the back cover 
“Elegantly written and beautifully illustrated, . . . Essential 
reading for any map lover”.

David Forrest

A History of America in 100 Maps
Professor Susan Schulten
British Library Publishing 
272 pages. Hardback. £30

A History of America in 100 Maps by acclaimed historian 
Susan Schulten uses maps sourced from the British Library 
to explore five centuries 
of American history.  The 
title could be considered 
a bit misleading as only 
a few of its early chapters 
include all of the Americas, 
the book predominately 
concentrates on North 
America and what is 
now the United States of 
America.

The book includes 
chapters on discovery, 
independence, expansion, industrialisation, conflict 
and peace, charting the early days of exploration in the 
Americas through to the formation and development 
of the United States of America from 1490 -2001, with 
a final short chapter on the future “Road Ahead”.  The 
book illustrates a wide range of thematic maps portraying 
topography, geology, transport, industry, urbanisation, 
population and society, politics and past/recent historical 
events.

Although a number of the pre-1850 maps may be 
generally familiar to some readers, some of the more 
unusual maps such as the Cherokee Deerskin Trade, Slave 
Trade and Temperance (Geography of Sin) maps will 
not be.  As we move through the industrialisation and 
development period prior to the two world wars we see an 
increasing improvement in the quality and accuracy of the 
mapping culminating in the excellent Rand McNally 1904 
historical map of US acquisitions. Chapters 7 and 8 are 
dominated by maps of conflict during the WW1 , WW2, 
the Cold War and their post war affects on America and its 
development.  Noticeable amongst these is the feeling of 
contrast between the simple but solemn trench, holocaust 
and segregation maps against the hope given by the pictorial 
Hollywood and Disneyland maps.  The final chapter 1962-
2001 documents the Unsettled Peace during the Cold War 

through to the Ground Zero map of 2001 which coincided 
with the introduction of digital cartography as illustrated 
in the attractive 3D Hispanic Population map.  

A number of images and extracts from the book can 
be found at: http://www.america100maps.com/preview.
html

While the book is attractive and informative is has 
its limitations as it must be by its nature both selective 
and subjective, especially as a single source (The British 
Library) has been used.  The book also includes a very 
limited number of maps post-2001, a period in which 
there has been an explosion of new map makers and users 
which are now influencing society and it use of digital map 
products. 

To readers with a mapping or cartographic 
background a noticeable omission of great American 
maps is one of the pioneering recreational maps by the 
renowned American explorer, mountaineer, photographer 
and cartographer – Bradford Washburn – his beautiful 
map of the “Heart of the Grand Canyon” would have 
been a suitable inclusion if available.  In fact, there is 
only one map “Extermination of the American Bison” 
with a natural environment theme compared to numerous 
maps on human settlement and development, something 
that maybe mirrors the history and development of the 
United States of America.

The extensive accompanying text gives a useful 
insight to the use and purpose of each map but maybe the 
author’s narrative should be treated with some subjectivity.  
The maps alone however make this an interesting and 
appealing ‘coffee table’ book that would be a welcome 
addition to a historical cartographic collection or bought 
as a gift.

Mike Shand

The Royal Borough of Greenwich
Available from the web. Print: £30
https://www.thisismikehall.com/londonboroughs

This map is from Mike 
Hall’s varied oeuvre, and 
is one of series, details 
of which are available 
from the link above. The 
cartography is ‘inspired 
by 1960s graphic design’.

It shows just one 
Borough in isolation, 
which can sometimes look 
strange at the edges and 
in narrow sections of the 
Borough.

It is printed at A2 
size, and at an unstated scale that fits the borough nicely 
to the page.

The map is essentially decorative in purpose, so the 
lack of road names on smaller roads is not a problem.
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It has a simple, muted, predominantly green colour 
scheme. It is nice to see the Futura typeface in use on 
the maps, as it works well for this particular amount of 
information. The overground trains and the one tube 
station are clearly shown. However, the five DLR stations 
are a bit lost with their light green symbology (it is four on 
the Docklands branch and the one at Woolwich Arsenal, at 
the end of the London City Airport branch).

The ‘green space’ is highlighted in a darker green 
than the background, which does show the distribution 
within the Borough well.  In the North West the open space 
is pretty much just Greenwich Park, and there is very little 
of it on the South Bank of the River Thames. There seems 
to be plenty in the rest of the Borough though. But be 
warned – it is not all publicly accessible; as it includes golf 
courses, cemeteries and allotments.

There are 30 selected locations highlighted and 
shown in the key in numerical order. Although I know 
the borough reasonably well, I had to look some of them 
up – including The Dangleway (apparently what locals 
call the Emirates airline); Ravensbourne University; and 
Severndroog Castle. It was quite pleasing to find that 
Severndroog Castle has a William Roy connection. So, a 
little deviation is due here. According to the castle’s history 
it was used by General William Roy in his trigonometric 
survey linking the nearby Royal Greenwich Observatory 
with the Paris Observatory. A 36-inch theodolite (now 
in London’s Science Museum) was temporarily installed 
on its roof. This survey collaboration between Britain 
and France Survey led to the formation of the Ordnance 
Survey. In 1848, the Royal Engineers used the castle for 
their survey of London.

But back to the map. I would have liked to have 
seen the Greenwich Meridian delineated, another carto-
connection with the Borough. It would show how little of 
the Greenwich Meridian actually goes through Greenwich 
(the Borough).

One other interesting feature of London that this 
map shows is how little surface water there is in inner 
London Boroughs. Having said that Greenwich is shown 
to have two of the finest river names: the rivers Quaggy 
and Wogebourne. The River Quaggy in its upper reach is 
known as Kyd Brook, hence the locality of Kidbrooke, 
east of Blackheath, which in my family’s lore was the very 
definition of the term ‘concrete jungle’.

My wife grew up in the Borough of Greenwich. We 
were (re)visiting the other day – some parts have definitely 
changed a great deal. My son and wife have just moved 
there, and they will be hanging this lovely map on their 
wall in their flat. Hopefully they will use it to plan the 
exploration of their new surroundings.

I like these Mike Hall maps for their simplicity and 
style. If you live in London, or have some affinity with any 
of the Boroughs, I strongly recommend you take a look at 
the maps in this series. For myself, I will be back for more 
of Mike Hall’s work, perhaps some of the more graphical 
output.

Steve Chilton

The Selden Map of China:  
A New Understanding of the  
Ming Dynasty
Hongping Anne Nie
Hardback 96 pages. £20.00 
Bodleian Library, 2019 
ISBN: 978-1-85124-524-6

My interest in the Selden 
Map of China stems 
from having previously 
reviewed Brotton and 
Millea’s book Talking 
Maps. Being an 
accompaniment to the 
Bodleian Library Talking 
Maps exhibition, I was 
eager to find out more 
about the collection and 
uncover more detail 
about pieces within 
the exhibition. Hence, 
I was introduced to Nie’s book. Initially, I was a little 
apprehensive as I have no background knowledge of the 
Ming Dynasty and a very superficial understanding of 
Chinese cultures, history and traditions. I do however, 
have a passion and curiosity for all things cartographic 
and am thankful that I did not let these doubts sway my 
interest.

The book provides a detailed, descriptive account of 
a key historical artefact that dates back to the seventeenth 
century. What differs about this ancient map and makes 
its rediscovery so significant is that it does not centralise 
China in the centre of the document but instead focuses on 
the surrounding oceans and islands. Instead, it depicts the 
trade routes that were used during the Ming Dynasty. In 
addition, the map contains specific cartographic properties 
and features that, as part of Chinese cartography, have 
underpinned a number of methods and techniques that we 
observe today. The focus of the book is to describe the 
historical background of the eras associated to the Selden 
map and provide an understanding of the relationship 
between China, maritime trade, and the wider western 
world. Based on the social, cultural and economic impacts 
stemming from this particular era, the map encompasses 
these factors through various forms of representation 
and symbology. It provides evidence that readdresses 
misconceptions of Ming China as isolated and suggests a 
more globally connected, modernised country.

Composed of five very detailed and informative 
chapters, the book provides plenty of analysis and 
description that demonstrates the significance and 
historical importance of the map. It begins with an 
overview that outlines the function and purpose of the 
map, before enlightening readers with the story of its 
rediscovery, using this event to frame the remainder of 
the narrative. The second and third chapters provide a 
comprehensive account of the map and discusses various 
elements of Chinese cartography and its artistic qualities. 
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These chapters provide several insights into the contested 
creation of the map and the various theories regarding 
who the original cartographer/designer/publisher was, 
and finally how the Bodleian came to have it in their 
collection. Here, I was pleasantly surprised that the author 
offered such a detailed account of the conservation of the 
map, as this reaffirmed the importance of the document 
itself. This is accompanied by high-quality photos of the 
conservation process, which consequently allow readers to 
grapple with and visualise the sheer size and scale of the 
project. In doing so, the book communicates not only the 
significance of the item and the historical development of 
cartographic techniques, but also reinforces that artefacts 
like this command a level of care and respect.

The fourth chapter looks more specifically at the 
Ming Dynasty and maritime trade, specifically the wider 
social, economic and cultural factors that impacted greatly 
on this dynasty and subsequent eras. As a geographer, it 
was interesting to see how the Selden map has embodied 
the qualities, values and beliefs of Ming China and how it 
has acted as a vehicle to disseminate this knowledge and 
therefore provide a more accurate understanding of the 
history of China. It presents evidence using cartographic 
representation and relevant symbols and icons that 
today’s experts can together decipher to acquire a fuller, 
more detailed insight of the past. Finally, the concluding 
chapter ties all this information together and reaffirms the 
book’s narrative and focus; the Selden map. Ultimately, 
this map has played a vital role across various cultures and 
societies, and today represents the map-making skills and 
techniques developed to underpin many of the tools and 
mapping features that we readily use in the present, such 
as compass bearings, scale and ratios. 

One of the key factors I like about this book is that 
it offers an insight into wider contexts and fields that 
cartography can contribute to. I have often argued that 
maps are compiled of layers of detail and information for 
the observer to interpret, whereby they are more than just 
a useful tool for getting from ‘A’ to ‘B’. Maps are a vessel 
of representation and can encompass more than just their 
visual form and function. The book supports this argument 
by delving into the wider social and cultural contexts 
and associated histories that are not often associated to 
mapping; especially in today’s more digitally-focused 
world. However, I do feel that at times the book risks 
the clarity of its narrative by proceeding too far along a 
tangent and providing overly detailed accounts of various 
topics, such as the various dynasties, trade, shipping, and 

cartography. On the other hand, rather than see this as a 
problem, these various pockets of discussion serve more 
as a reminder of the importance of Batchelor’s find and the 
vital clues that the map contain, contributing key evidence 
towards a more detailed and accurate understanding of 
China.

In ending, whilst its purpose may be to explore the 
rediscovery of a historical document and misconceptions of 
China, this book offers a friendly and approachable insight 
to the Ming Dynasty. The book is written in such a way that 
the narrative flows rather like a story and does not require 
its readers to depend on pre-existing knowledge. There 
is a start to the tale whereby the author sets the scene by 
introducing the rediscovery, progressing on to the chunky 
middle section exploring the historical era of the Ming 
Dynasty, and the conclusion then revisits the importance 
of the rediscovery and reinforces the cartographic, 
historical and cultural significance of the Selden Map. 
Using the map as the key piece of evidence, Nie has 
exceeded in demonstrating the representational qualities 
of cartographies specifically through historical maps, and 
that they can encompass both tangible characteristics like 
scale bars and a compass and intangible qualities relating 
to social, economic and cultural values and beliefs. 

Lastly, I feel that having read this book I have received 
further insight regarding the capabilities of cartographic 
representation, and how mapping is not so different from 
the original paper and ink techniques used hundreds 
of years ago. Nie has opened the door to a plethora of 
conversations regarding the preservation and conservation 
of artefacts and documents, so that today’s society can also 
reflect on centuries of development and contribute towards 
more accurate understandings of history.

Isabel Williams
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