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Editorial

The Bulletin has always prided itself on publishing papers that show a practical slant and may even be informal, and 
this issue is no exception. 

As it is the last SoC Bulletin (in this incarnation at least) I thought it appropriate to re-publish three short pieces 
that reflect the formation and history of the Society of Cartographers. [No apologies for two of them being written by 
your Editor.] 

In the first of the new articles Paul Hesp looks back at the early days of mapping in Norway. This is followed by 
a fascinating piece by Ken Field on his exploration of the minefield that is a re-think of the tube map of London – so 
long expected to be in the style of the Beck-based map. He bravely shows his results, and importantly the thinking and 
process involved.

Ben Hennig is an acknowledged expert on cartograms. He has written in the Bulletin on the Worldmapper concept 
previously, and here updates it. Michael Ferrar provides a provocative investigation into the origin of the cylindrical 
projection, part of his extensive work on the history of cartography.

Finally, Paul Hesp gives a personal response to Bill Cartwright’s paper on ‘Emotion Mapping’ that was published 
in the last Bulletin, which involved an interesting discourse on the concept of the ‘warehouse theory’ of map evaluation.

It may be a last Bulletin, but it does feel good to have given an outlet to a variety of academic and non-academic 
writing on different aspects of cartography, and I am very pleased to have been Editor of this issue. It is always 
rewarding to see eminent cartographers and those of the fringes of the subject wanting to present their different points 
of view via the Society’s Bulletin, by submitting papers. Once again there is a very vibrant reviews section, which 
includes reviews of new and important publications, including ‘Cartography: an ideal and its history’. The reviewer 
of this fascinating book concludes: ‘Edney reveals the traps that are laid for us as we work to understand mapping 
practices, and helps us to navigate around them. Most importantly though, he reminds us that we cannot assume 
anything.’ A fine sentiment to finish this Editorial too.

Thanks to all the authors and reviewers for submitting their work and for it being of such high quality. As Editor 
my work here is done. 

Steve Chilton

Biographical note
Steve Chilton is Chair of the Society of Cartographers, and currently also the Acting Editor of the SoC Bulletin. His 
formal career as a cartographer is now a former career, having recently retired from Middlesex University. He keeps 
his eye on the carto-ball with his work for SoC, occasionally giving papers at SoC and ICA, and pursuing a long-term 
research project on early Ordnance Survey maps. In his spare time he bakes bread, coaches athletics, and is on a 40+ 
year project to summit all the Wainwrights. He is also the award-winning author of three books on fell running, and 
can be found blogging on a variety of topics at: https://itsahill.wordpress.com/ 

The editor wishes to point out that the views expressed in articles and reviews are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the Society of Cartographers.
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