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From The Chair
Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Notes for this piece were written on a 
chair in my back garden, as I enjoy 
my retirement from the world of 

work� It has been a couple of years, well three 
actually� As I was sitting there watching the 
vegetables grow, two thoughts came to me� 
Some of you may know that I have a parallel 
life of writing books about fell running� Well, 
I wrote three of them in about 4 years whilst 
in full time employment (in my free time, not 
in work hours!)� Since retiring I have only 
managed to write one in those three years� 
I will have to up my game� Meanwhile, look 
out for subliminal advertising and a new book 
t-shirt at the conference in September� 

Conversely, and my second thought, it seems 
that I am spending as much and more of my 
time on cartography matters now than I did 
before� My duties as Chair of the SoC, going to 
conferences and meetings, editing the Bulletin 
and providing content for this Newsletter, and 
contributing to OpenStreetMap (and trying to 
be an evangelist for the project) all seem to be 
taking more time than it ever used to�  Oh, and 
continuing my long-standing research project 
on the first OS 6” maps, which I hope will be 
written up shortly�

One topic that has been taking a good deal 
of my time has been the future of the SoC� It 
seems to be resolved now, with just a formal 
vote at the AGM in September to confirm the 
dissolving of the Society� Members should 
have received a message from the Membership 
Secretary explaining about how and when to 

cancel your SoC membership� Members will 
get one more SoC Bulletin, which I am well 
into compiling at the moment� It should be 
out soon after the conference� At present we 
are planning an informal ‘Farewell SoC’ event, 
which will take place in Southampton directly 
after the conference finishes� I am investigating 
a nearby restaurant to see if we can be provided 
a suitable space for a meal and drinks� It will 
be good to share memories of the many SoC 
events and activities with those that are able 
to get there� Watch for further details�

Steve Chilton

Email: chair@soc.org.uk
 

SoC FAREWELL
DRINKS

After the conference from 6pm 
there will be farewell drinks at 

The Horns Inn to mark the formal 
dissolution of the Society

www.thehornsinn.co.uk
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I attended this event in the massive QEII 
Centre in Westminster on 21 May� Being 
a bit out of the loop and not an Esri user 

I went for two reasons� First, to hear John 
Nelson and Ken Field giving what was grandly 
called a Technical Showcase on ‘Amazing and 
inspiring maps’� It was just an excuse for the 
two of them (over from Esri Redlands for the 
event) to share some banter and examples of 

some of the work they have both been doing 
to showcase what you can do to stretch the 
boundaries of cartography a little with Esri 
software� If you are interested a video of the 
session can be found by searching at: www.
esriuk.com/en-gb/about/events/ac/presentations

 Secondly, I wanted to hear what OS had to say 
about Open Mastermap� It had been mentioned 
at an earlier geomob session, but the speaker 
was not able to give any tangible information� 
What follows are my scribbled notes from the 
presentation by Chris Chambers from OS� The 
room was packed to overflowing and I only 

just got a seat at the far side of the room� So, 
my notes (sorry about shorthand) are a bit 
rough and ready:

OS Open Mastermap will:

• Make our data easier to access and use

• Make it simpler to find and understand

• Make it easier to join up data from different 
sources

OS will provide use case examples and a 
clearer pricing structure� Will release £130m 
pa of economic value� Provide an improved 
errors and omissions tool� Open means open 
property extents� OSMM topography will be in 
Openmap Local under an OGL licence�

Five data sets will be free, up to a ‘threshold 
of transactions’: paths; water; highways; 
greenspace and topo (via APIs)�

Open Zoomstack will be available in 
Geopackage format� OS will explain what you 
can do with the data� There will be a slogan: 
“releasing derived data with confidence”� OS 
will be doing co-design trials to test usability� 
Working with the new Geospatial Commission� 
YOU can get involved�

You can also see this presentation by searching 
at the link above� Credit to Esri for videoing 
all sessions and for releasing them for all to 
view� More info at OS: www.ordnancesurvey.
co.uk/business-and-government/products/
open-mastermap.html

Esri UK Annual 
Conference

Amazing and Inspiring Maps



4 SoC Newsletter | July 2019

All this reminds me of being at the ICA 
Conference in Santiago Chile in 2009 (ten years 
ago!) when back in the UK: Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown first announced plans to make 
Ordnance Survey maps freely available online 
in November 2009� At a seminar on ‘Smarter 
Government’ in Downing Street, Brown said 
“We are determined to be the first government 
in the world to open up public information in 
a way that is far more accessible to the general 
public�” The then boss of the OS, Vanessa 
Lawrence, was giving a keynote at the ICA 
the next day and had to rapidly change her 
presentation. I remember a delegate having 
the nerve to go up to her afterwards and say, 
“I have a hard drive here, can I have the data 
now?!” So, in a sense, things have come only a 
short way in quite a long time.

Steve Chilton

longitude
I attended the inaugural Longitude event on 22 
May� It describes itself as: ‘A space for the map 
and data visualization community to converge, 
meet, and share�’ Setup by Chris Wesson, Ben 
Flanagan and Ken Field, it is a series of free 
and informal pub evenings, with networking 

opportunities and talks from some of the 
leading ‘map creatives’� This first event was 
held upstairs at the BrewDog, Seven Dials, but 
the series will be held at regular intervals and 
will move around the country as venues and 
speakers allow� The September and October 
events are in Edinburgh and Manchester 
respectively� The talks were very good, with 
some mild heckling� The iced beer flowed 
and it was great to catch-up with some like-
minded folk from the world of cartography 
and vizualisation�

The event was compered by Ken Field who 
first introduced SoC President James Cheshire, 

whose talk was entitled ‘Be more baboon’, and 
was about mapping animal movements and 

Be More Baboon

Be More American?What no Cheese?
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small data� Alice Gadney talked about her 
work, including Mini Map Makers, whilst 
Ed Parsons (from Google, but giving his own 
views) speculated that audio mapping might 
replace satnav for such tasks as detailed/
local route finding� The best talk for me was 
from John Nelson, whose slot was titled 
was teasingly ‘The Dualistic Pedagogies of 
Environmental Determinism in Geography 
and Anthropology’ – but was about nothing 
of the sort� Instead he riffed on some of his 
recent work, whilst cleverly bringing in some 
American-English comparisons from his short 
trip over the water�

Do take a look at the programme and get along 
to a session if possible� More: longitude.space

Steve Chilton

Ben Hennig
Two bits of great news from committee 
member Ben Hennig from Iceland� On 2 July 
Juno Sóley was born, at 3479g and 49cm� 
Congratulations to Ben and his partner Tina 
Gotthardt� He writes: “Our little Juno is an 
absolute joy! Her second name - Sóley - gives 
credit to her Icelandic origin for her later life 
and is - besides being a popular girl’s name - also 

a geographic reference as it literally translates 
into ’sun island’, but also is the Icelandic word 
for buttercup.”

True to his roots his announcement noted she 
was born at 64º 08' 19"N, 21º 55' 45"W� He says: 
“As you can see in the photo, I already tried to 
get her excited about maps, though not yet with 
the success I was hoping for!” His partner Tina 
is the driving force behind the Worldmapper 
web re-launch� 

July has been treating him really kindly, as 
he explains� “When we came home from the 
hospital, I had a letter from the university’s 
rector (the equivalent to a vice chancellor) 
informing me of my promotion, so I can call 
myself a professor now. And July was also the 
start to my sabbatical (which is followed by 
paternity leave), so it’s going to be only doing 
maps for the rest of the year (with a new Atlas 
project lined up).”

The coming of Audio Mapping

Welcome Juno Sóley
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2019 SoC/BCS 
Conference 

The 2019 Conference will be held on 
the 11th and 12th September at the 
National Mapping Agency – Ordnance 

Survey HQ, Southampton�

The two-day event attracts specialists from 
commercial, academic, and governmental 
organisations whose common interest lies 
in using and promoting maps as a valuable 
communication device� It provides both a 
valuable and enjoyable opportunity to learn 
and share information about recent projects, 
join focused discussion groups and network 
with colleagues and experts sharing the same 
interest�

 Day One:  BCS Better Mapping event and Map 
Curators Group event�

Day Two: 

09:00 – 09:30  Registration & Refreshments 
09:30 – 10:00  Opening of Conference

  Keynote – Vivien Godfrey/Stanfords: 
Evolution of demand for maps by the 
general public

10:00 – 10:30  Meet the corporates  
10:30 – 11:00  Refreshments  

11:00 – 12:00  Talk Session 1

  David Wood/Head of Geography: Growing 
the geography profession in government 
and the public sector

   Paul Cruddace/Ordnance Survey: What 
could a future data capture and analytics 
paradigm look like for a national 
mapping agency  

Simon Miles/Loose Goat: Why QGIS?

12:00-13:00  Talk Session 2

  Helen McKenzie/Steer: Maps, Apps and 
Minding the (data) Gap: A week in the life 
of a transport cartographer

  Clive Cartwright & Henry Holbrook/
BGS: Stop, look, listen, think! – The use 
of cartography in data communication

  Kate Maple/Solent University: Make You 
Mark: An alternative mapping project

13:00 – 14:15  Lunch  
13:45 – 14:15  SoC AGM  
14:15 – 14:45  Award Ceremony  
14:45 – 15:45 Panel: Visualisation and    
  cartography are different – discuss

15:45 – 16:15  Refreshments  
16:15 – 17:15  Talk Session 3

  Elliot Hartley/Garsdale Design:  
Rediscovering Cartography

  Ken Field/Esri Inc: Another new design 
for an old map

  Craig Taylor/ito world: Bringing location 
data to life through spatial animation
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PRICES
Non-Members  

full price £96 • early bird £84

Self-Funding Members  
full price £60 • early bird £50

Employer funded Members  
full price £72 • early bird £60

(all inclusive of VAT)

book through Eventbrite  
https://bit.ly/2Hugg8l

Discount codes for SoC members 
can be obtained from the 

Membership Secretary 

Panel Discussion
SoC Chair Steve Chilton will be 
chairing a panel session at the 

conference this year� It is entitled: 
Vizualisation and cartography are 

different. Discuss� 

The panellists have differing backgrounds 
and are roughly aligned as two from each 
genre� Having said that, it is not intended 
to be an A versus B panel, with winners 
and losers� It is hoped that the session will 
bring out interesting stories and also show 
both the differences and synergies between 
the two topics� Each panellist will have 5 
minutes to make their points, bringing 
two illustrations to help make their points� 
There will also be a chance for all in the 
room to participate and make their own 
thoughts on the subject known�

The panellists are:

Robin Hawks: works in web application 
development and both geospatial and data 
visualisation, having developed ViziCities�

James Cheshire: President of SoC, 
Associate Professor in Quantitative 
Human Geography at UCL, and co-author 
of The Information Capital and Where the 
Animals go�

Craig Taylor: Senior Data Visualisation 
Design Manager at Ito World� Also 
giving a presentation at the conf entitled: 
Bringing location data to life through 
spatial animation�

Giles Darkes: academic cartographer 
and co-author of Cartography: an 
Introduction�

A big thank you to all our 
sponsors�
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Secret RAF WWII 
maps unveiled in 
Buckinghamshire
Maps of Germany which were created for the 
RAF as part of a secret operation during World 
War Two have been revealed publicly for the 
first time�

Between 1941 and 1946 more than 3,500 
hand drawn target maps were produced at 
Hughenden Manor in Buckinghamshire�

About 100 people were based there but it was 
only a “chance encounter” in 2004 which led 
to the Manor’s map-making history coming 
to light�

Original maps are part of an exhibition at the 
manor which opened on 3 July�

Full story: www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-
beds-bucks-herts-48784195

Spatial Awareness 
Newsletter
“A regular editorial focused on the maps and 
the spatial community� Each issue I’ll highlight 
the most interesting and inspiring things that 
I’ve found — cool demos, new tools, tutorials, 
beautiful maps, interviews, behind-the-scenes 
and more�”

Compiled by Robin Hawkes, who is on the 
Viz/Carto discussion panel at the SoC/BCS 
conference in September.

More info at: www.getrevue.co/
profilemaps?utm_campaign=Issue&utm_
content=forwarded&utm_
medium=email&utm_
source=Spatial+Awareness

by Steve Chilton    

Hughendon Manor’s secret maps

Spatial Awareness Blog
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The 2019 International Cartographic 
Conference was held in Tokyo between 
the 15th and 20th July� Around 1000 

cartographers from across the globe were 
treated to a programme of several hundred 
talks and a cartographic exhibition with work 
from over 30 countries� 

In addition there was a comprehensive 
programme of excursions by day and Japanese 
hospitality by night� With its giant digital globe, 
the National Museum of Emerging Science and 
Innovation proved a brilliant venue alongside 
the Tokyo International Exchange Centre and 
the iconic Telecom Center Building� 

Personal highlights included a keynote from 
the UN’s Ayako Kagawa who detailed the 
importance of maps to UN decision makers 
as well as their central role in charting progress 
towards the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs), a session on mapping flow data that 
was notable for the range of useful new tools 
created for this purpose, hearing the new 
ICA President Tim Trainor’s call to action 
for cartographers to use their skills to tackle 
key global issues and, finally, the amazing 
work of the next generation of cartographers 
submitted to the Barbara Petchenik Children’s 
Map Award� 

by James Cheshire

ICA - TOKYO

Impressive Digital Globe
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Triathlon, Aquathlon and Duathlon Mapping by Miles Irving (Milesmap)
Like many men in their mid 30’s looking to get in better shape and stave off old age I found another love away from maps, it was triathlon and I began doing sprint triathlons 
at a local club based in the Hampton area of London, eventually I began to get more involved in the club and ended designing some maps for a range of events that the club 
was organising. The maps were used in competitor handbooks in various formats, aimed solely for them, so they could quickly and clearly identify the routes that they had 
to take to complete the race. The Maps below are a sample taken from the handbooks (attached) for a Duathlon, a Junior Aquathlon Run, and a Triathlon Bike and Run.    

The Maps were produced in a rather basic way in Adobe Illustrator, using 
OpenStreetMap as simple base and Google Earth for the tree locations. 
Each junction and section of the course was inspected and measured by 
hand to ensure it was depicted sensibly and that the distances were indeed 
accurate for the race. Each map had many different variations as it used for 
different length races at the same time (depending on the age of competitor 
(from 7 to 99 years old).

The challenge with the maps was to make an attractive looking map that 
was so simple to follow for even the youngest of the junior competitors so 
that they were not in any doubt as to where to go, hopefully I have achieved 
that goal. Much standard map info was omitted like the scale bar, as all the 
distances are described on the map using markers or lap notations, only 
key points relevant to the race are shown, such as water stations or 
registration, the trees and water just add a bit of context so you get a feel 
of what the route might be like.

Thanks to Thames Turbo Triathlon Club and Hugo Woddis, The Race Director

Thames Turbo Triathlon Club 
(TTTC) based in Hampton, 
Middlesex. Formed in 1983 
with nearly 500 members we 
are one of the oldest and 
largest triathlon clubs in the 
UK. We have a wide variety of 
members ranging from 
novices, who are just starting in 
triathlon, up to athletes 
competing at the Iroman World 
Championships in Kona. We 
also have a thriving Junior 
section and actively encourage 
participation in triathlon.
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Entries are invited from members of the Society 
of Cartographers for this year’s Wallis Award (for 
cartographic work completed during the period 
September 2018 to September 2019)�

All entries should be accompanied by either a 
descriptive display panel or a written commentary, 
giving background details and technical information 
relating to the method of production�

Submitted entries must be comprised of cartographic 
design or production undertaken in full or as a majority 
effort by a member of the Society of Cartographers�

Entries can be produced by either digital or traditional 
technology, in monochrome or multicolour and 
may consist of a single map, a series of maps for a 
publication or an atlas�

The criteria for judging will consider such factors 
as overall clarity; balanced layout and design; 
aesthetic appearance; content fit for purpose; and 
the appropriate selection and use of colours, type and 
symbology� The basis for the award is “excellence in 
cartography”�

The current award, courtesy of Honorary Member Mr 
David Wallis, provides a sum of £100 plus a certificate 
for the successful entrant� Your map will appear on 
the cover of our Bulletin and newsletter and a one 
year free online subscription to Cartographica will 
also be awarded to the winning entry�

Closing date for entries is 31st August 2019 at the 
latest� Please visit www�soc�org�uk/wallis-award and 
complete the entry form and criteria�
For all enquiries please contact Miles Irving, 
SoC Honorary Secretary at secretary@soc.org.uk

The Wallis Award - 2019

Congratulations to the 2018 Winner 
Miles Irving (me!) and his Triathlon 
maps�
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Anneliese Pritchard
Nitty Gritty Publishing

Nitty Gritty Guide: Bristol

Alison Davies
Mapping Company Ltd

Stoke-on-Trent
City Council Maps

Helen Stirling
Helen Stirling Maps

The Black Isle Map

David Overton & Clare Seldon
SplashMaps

Steer Davies Gleave

Le Tour du Nord 2014

Don Williams
Bute Cartographics

Paddling for fun

Pam Baldaro
University of Southampton

Southampton
3D campus map

Michael Murphy
University College, Cork
The Iveragh Peninsula

A Cultural Atlas of
the Ring of Kerry

Bill Johnson
Portsmouth Polytechnic

Map of Portsmouth

Graham Allsopp
University of Sheffield

Sheffield Campus Maps

Christine Cochrane
University of Newcastle

Geology of NE England

a selection of previous w
inners 1975 - 2016

Rose Birley
Dyscover

Sophie’s Map

Yvonne Wilson
University of Glasgow

Geology Map of Rum

Trevor Harris
& Bill Johnson
Portsmouth Polytechnic
Patterns for 
Change (Written)

2012

2011

2015

2014

2010

2009

2008

1991

1990

1982

1995

1994

1978

The Wallis Award is 
generously provided by David 
Wallis for the best piece of 
cartographic work submitted 
by a member of the society, 
as part of an aim to improve 
cartographic standards in 
universities both practically 
and academically� In 1975 the 

inaugural Wallis Award, was given to Dr Roy Boud 
from the University of Leeds at the Portsmouth 
Summer School and this year we hope to present 
this years at the conference in Southampton�

A word from David: Back in 1975 when the Society 
was a fledgling group of University Cartographers, 
who were very socially minded and were pleased 
to welcome me into their membership, among 
which were many of those who I had known from 
visits I made to many university Departments of 
Geography, promoting my company’s products, such 
as the Plan Variograph and Perspectomat, both of 
which predate the introduction of computers� At that 
time the skill of the cartographer was of paramount 
importance and I decided to encourage those with 
graphic skills by establishing an award based on the 
artistic qualities of the cartographer�

I am therefore pleased that the Wallis Award has been 
able to attract entries, even with the introduction 
of computer generated mapping� I am now in the 
twilight of my life, but will still be pleased to continue 
the sponsorship for as long as I am able� Best wishes 
to all the past winners and success to all those who 
have submitted this year’s entries�
David A Wallis 
Hon RICS, FBCartS

A full list of all the previous winners 
can be found at -
www.soc.org.uk/wallis-award
If you can fill in any of the blanks, 
please let us know!
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Society Twitter
by Jen Thornton

Oliver O’Brien (@oobr) - Detailed 
map of median house prices 
across England/Wales, using 
ONS HPSSA data from Q3/2018� 
Explorable map: maps.cdrc.ac.uk/#/
metr ics/housepr ices/default/
BTTTFFT/10/-0.5614/51.4265/ 
+ commentary: http://oobrien.
com/2019/06/house-prices/ 

The Bodleian Libraries (@bodeleianlibs) - Since he was elected in 2016, Donald Trump has 
Tweeted 1,384 references to countries outside of the USA� We have commissioned a map that 
depicts which countries he has Tweeted about the most� Thread� www.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
news/2019/jun-3
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James Cheshire (@spatialanalysis) - This from the Berghaus Physikal� Atlas is a masterclass 
in hillshading� Some of the maps are only 5cm in width/ height� To get that level of detail 
in that space is amazing�

Chris Whong (@chris_whong) - I painstakingly sliced up a clementine to visualize the 
distortion of webmercator, and humbly submit this graphic to the mapping community!  
#gistribe #gischat #webmapping medium.com/@chris.m.whong/visualizing-the-distortion-
of-webmercator-maps-with-an-orange-peel-cb04460b6415
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Antarctic Survey (@BAS_News) 
#Takeacloserlook at some of the 
state-of-the-art facilities and 
equipment on board the RRS Sir 
David Attenborough #PolarShip 
#Engineering : https://nerc.ukri.
org/planetearth/stories/1934/

Craig Taylor (@CraigTaylorGIS) - Ok, this is a fun thread! Last year I was sent a super interesting 
dataset for @TruckersMP (European truck simulator multiplayer)� Huge dataset! Here is the 
speed profile of the trucks sampled at every 2 seconds for an hour� The dips usually correspond 
with the multiplayer hubs I believe� #dataart #dataviz #map #gaming cc @CraigSeeman
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Lisa Berry (@lisaberry_gis) - Visualize how population moved between 2015 and 2016 
with these electric migration flow maps� See inbound and outbound population movement 
for all states and the top 20 counties: www.esri.com/arcgis-blog/products/arcgis-online/
mapping/visualizing-population-migration-by-where-people-filed-their-taxes

Dan Bell (@DanBell_) - Inuit maps made from driftwood� ‘These pieces, which are small 
enough to be carried in a mitten, represent coastlines in a continuous line, up one side 
of the wood and down the other� The maps are compact, buoyant, and can be read in the 
dark���’via: decolonialatlas.wordpress.com/2016/04/12/inuit-cartography
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Maps for the masses
How Ordnance Survey maps were brought to 
the masses 100 years ago

In 1918, at the conclusion of the First World 
War, Charles Close was knighted� The honour 
bestowed on the colonel was recognition for the 
work the Ordnance Survey, of which he had 
been director general since 1911, had done in 
helping the Allies win the war�

www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/destinations/
europe/united-kingdom/articles/how-os-maps-
were-brought-to-the-masses/

Maps from Space

Temperature maps from space would ‘boost 
crop production’

Scientists are developing a satellite system to 

record the temperatures of individual fields of 
crops� The aim is to survey land temperatures 
to estimate water-use by plants and to show 
how they transfer that water back to the 
atmosphere�

The data will also help monitor how much 
water is available to grow crops and how they 
are responding to drought�

www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-
environment-48527188

Train crowdedness predictions 

New Google Maps Feature Will Predict How 
Crowded Your Train Will Be

Millions of commuters already rely on 
Google Maps to get from point A to point 

In the News
some interesting news stories from the 

internet sent in by members 
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B daily� Now, the app is giving them more 
reason to check it daily� A new update 
released in July includes convenient new 
additions to the popular Google service, 
such as bus delays and what it’s calling 
“crowdedness predictions,” which shows 
how congested your bus or train ride will be�

observer.com/2019/06/google-maps-crowd-
detecting-feature-commuters/

Your address over 750 million 
years  ago

Interactive map plots your address over 750 
million years of Earth’s history� Our planet 
is alive and ever-changing� But while little 
shifts during the course of our short lives, 
the differences over hundreds of millions of 
years are nothing short of dramatic�

A new interactive map created by Ian 
Webster, places our planet’s ever-shifting 
surface into stark relief� Using plate tectonics 
and paleogeographic maps� The map can 
show you how the earth under your current 

address changed over the course of some 750 
million years�

www.mnn.com/earth-matters/climate-weather/
blogs/interactive-map-plots-your-address-over-
750-million-years-earths-history

printed copy

£1
if you would like a printed paper 

copy of the newsletter, please 
contact Miles Irving

Email: info@soc.org.uk
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AGM

The 2019 Annual General Meeting of the 
Society of Cartographers will be held at 1.45 
on the 12th of September in the Ordance 
Survey HQ Building, Southampton, 
attendance of the conference is not required 
to join the AGM. Please send any comments or 
matters of business to Miles Irving.

The Full minutes of the 2018 AGM 
are available on the SoC website at  
www.soc.org.uk/members-area (login required)

Miles Irving
Hon. Sec.

Membership & Payments

As this is the final year of the Society, if you 
currently pay by an automated method such as 
a standing order or recurring PayPal, I would 
recommend you cancel these payments prior 
to the next automated payment�

Whether a member or not we would strongly 
recommend you consider joining the British 
Cartographic Society, thereby adding our 
strength to the organisation and to allow us 
to continue networking together� Follow the 
following link to their membership page: www.
cartography.org.uk/members/register

If you have any changes to your personal 
details please email the membership secretary 
with updated information at membership@
soc.org.uk
 
Ian Truckell
Membership Secretary

Back issues of Bulletins

We have a large number of back issues of the 
Bulletin to be disposed of, if you are missing 
any or would like duplicates of a particular 
issue, then please get in touch�

Society Notices

JANET BAKER
Former geological cartographer at Queen Mary (1978-

1982) and then UCL, sadly passed away on the 24th 
of April 2019. She was leading light in the Society in 
the 80’s and 90’s. She will be fondly remembered for 

organising many kitchen parties and it was Janet who 
was hugely responsible for all the fabulous archival 

material we have today of the society. She will be greatly 
missed by those in the society who knew her.
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SoC FAREWELL
DRINKS

After the conference from 6pm 
there will be farewell drinks at 

The Horns Inn to mark the formal 
dissolution of the Society

everyone welcome
www.thehornsinn.co.uk

please get in touch with us using 
any of the following:

Website - www.soc.org.uk 
Email - info@soc.org.uk 
Twitter - @cartosoc 

FaceBook - facebook.com/SocietyofCartographers 

LinkedIn - linkedin.com/groups/Society-
Cartographers-3089975 

CartoSoC mailing list - www.soc.org.uk/
cartosoc.htm

Charity registered in England and Wales 
(No 326285) | Company limited by 
guarantee (No 05940023)

Registered Office:  
Society of Cartographers,  
c/o UCL Department of Geography, 
University College London,  
Gower Street, London, WC1E 6BT, UK

only
£25

Cartography: A Reader
                    Edited by Steve Chilton and Alex Kent

          ISBN 978-0-9930089-0-0

Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the founding of
the Society of Cartographers, Cartography: A Reader
presents a special selection of over 40 papers from the
archive of �e Bulletin of the Society of Cartographers,
the Society’s respected international journal.

Arranged chronologically, the book charts the key
technological and theoretical developments of 
cartography from the 1960s to the present through the
work of leading authors such as Danny Dorling, Peter
Hagge�, Henry Castner, Martin Kemp, Peter Vujakovic 
and Michael Wood.  

�e papers are complemented by a series of new essays
wri�en by editors Steve Chilton and Alex Kent which
set these major advances in their wider context, from
SYMAP to OpenStreetMap and from the models of
cartographic communication to critical cartography.

With 300 pages packed with colour and b&w
illustrations, the unrivalled format and superb value
make Cartography: A Reader an excellent introduction
to the subject for students, mapmakers and for all with
an interest in maps and mapping.

�e book is available from the Society at the special
price of only £12 (free P&P to UK) at www.soc.org.uk           

 

Last Chance to Order!
Support the Society. Order your copy today:

soc.org.uk/cartography-a-reader
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Editor’s Note
Miles Irving
Newsletter Editor & Honorary Secretary

I I hope you enjoyed this edition of the 
SoC Newsletter, It has been rather surreal 
putting it together, knowing it is the last 

time it will be produced, it was a mix of 
emotions, sad at the end of a society, that I 
have been a member of  since 1992, looking 
forward to being a BCS member and relishing 
the sudden amount of spare time I will have 
without my SoC duties� To me the society 
has been a place not only of learning and 
skill stengthening but also a place to make 
friends, many of whom I know will be friends 
far beyond the SoC and I will continue to see 
despite the society’s closure� The SoC is often 
referred to as the ‘Freindly Society’ and it has 
been this ethos that has made so many of you 
continue as members for many decades even 
though some of you are no longer directly 
involved in cartography� I do hope in time we 
can find a home within the BCS and continue 
this SoC saga� 

I first became involved in the SoC in 1992 
whilst being a dip/geog placement in Lampeter  
and helped with the hosting the summer 
school in 1993, many of the people I met there 
are still the people I meet at conferences now� 
Gradually I rose throught the ranks, I joined 
the committee in 2010 and hosted my own 
summer school at UCL in 2012, I became 
Honary Secretary in 2015 and was chuffed 
to bits to win the Wallis Award last year� The 

society has been a huge part of my life over the 
years and I will miss it greatly, September will 
never be the same� 

Usually I would be thanking the reporters and 
contributors to the newsletter at his point, but 
I would instead like to thank my fellow SoC’ers 
for a wonderful ride, to Trevor Harris back 
in Lampeter for starting the ball rolling, to 
the Committee, Jamie, Ian, Tim, Ben, Alex, 
Stuart and Jen, Presidents current and past, 
to Mike Shand my predessor as secretary 
for all his advice and support, and of course 
Steve Chilton, our chair whose enthusiasm and 
cartographic expertize has kept us all going for 
so long and SoC relevant� And finally to you, 
the readers, members and friends� 

M�

my first SOC Ceilidh 1993
(I still have that tie!)


