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The Times Comprehensive  
Atlas of the World
Pages: 528 
Format: Hardback 
Publication Date: 06/09/2018 
ISBN: 978-0-00-829338-3 
Price: £150

First impressions? Love 
it. And it’s not out of the 
case yet. 

I instantly love the 
lighter, cleaner and more 
modern presentation that 
begins with the white 
cover and its brown Grand 
Canyon contours – the 
first non-dark cover for a 
long time. Very striking. 
The next thing I spot is 
the new sans-serif font for 
texts and titling throughout the atlas. Love that too. 

The atlas comprises 41 introductory and thematic 
pages, 132 map plates and 223 pages of glossary and index 
– 528 pages in total. The number of plates in the heart of 
the atlas is unchanged from the previous edition and the 
maps are the same design as before but the new font for the 
marginalia, together with the removal of the outer frame, 
gives them a fresh look. 

With an atlas of this calibre and reputation one 
expects the editorial integrity of the topographic plates 
will be up to scratch. It is four years since the 14th 
edition and a lot has changed in the world. There are no 
new countries, but there are a number of administrative 
changes in Democratic Republic of the Congo, France, 
Morocco, Northern Ireland and Bangladesh as well as lots 
of updates to place names in Spain, India, Indonesia and 
Iraq specifically. Czechia and Eswatini are in there too. 
The crisis of migrants fleeing war zones in recent years 
has led to the establishment of large refugee settlements, 
some of which have become large cities. For example, 
Bidi Bidi in Uganda with 285,000 residents and Dadaab 
in Kenya with 245,000 are the largest camps in the world 
for displaced people – and are on the maps. So, as far as 
representing the world as it is today, it would seem that the 
content is indeed up to scratch.

The cartography remains superb – ‘a benchmark of 
cartographic excellence’ is the claim. I won’t dispute that. 

The maps are clear and legible and the layer colouring 
pleasing and aesthetic. There is something comforting 
about this familiarity, which proves the maxim ‘if it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it’. Some of the type is exceedingly 
small (the price to be paid for so much information being 
included, I guess) but nothing that cannot be overcome 
with the judicious use of a magnifying glass. 

The greatest difference in this edition becomes 
apparent in the introductory section, which has been 
completely redesigned. The title pages, imprint and 
foreword all benefit from the new font. Compressing the 
Contents from four to two pages gives a tighter appearance 
without looking squashed. There are eleven thematic 
topics with elements of previous pages revamped into 
the new design. Essays have been commissioned from 
leading experts on themes ranging from the composition 
of the Solar System to modern global communications 
with Health and Migration now covered. The text is 
presented in two columns in place of three on the left page, 
accompanied by maps or graphics on the right. The result 
is very light and ‘minimalist’ which is most refreshing, 
but occasionally at the expense of useful information. 
For example, there is a full page of climate graphs but 
no climate zones map. Without the map the geographical 
context is missing. In contrast, on the Physical Features 
pages, the illustrations (highest mountains, longest rivers, 
etc.) are now keyed into a world map, adding the context 
but the tables of geographical comparisons have gone so 
there are fewer features included. On the urbanization 
page fewer cities are named on the map but the table of 
city populations is much larger. 

But none of this is of serious concern, just me 
being picky. No two editors would make the exact same 
decisions based on common data. The main point is that 
this new material addresses issues of global change, 
is thought provoking and demands our full attention. 
The thematic maps are generally larger and clearer than 
before, so that has to be a plus. The Migration graphic 
is a triumph of design and conveys the information far 
more effectively than could be done on a map – for once 
geographical context can take a back seat. And the Human 
Global Presence illustration on the Communications page 
is simply mesmerizing.  

Each new edition of the atlas addresses what is 
happening in the world at the time of publication. The 15th 
keeps that tradition. I may prefer the North America and 
Europe key maps to be on the front endpaper in place of 
the blank map; I may question why there isn’t more large-
scale coverage of China and India; I may wonder why the 
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index itself has not been reset in the new font and why 
the first five pages are labelled as ‘INDEX’ when they are 
in fact ‘GLOSSARY’, as itemized on the Contents. Oh, 
and the Tectonics map may be the wrong way around. But 
none of this detracts from the joy of studying the atlas – 
except perhaps the orientation of the Tectonics map, which 
is still troubling me. 

Altogether, the new design and content make it 
feel like a totally new atlas, not just an update of an old 
favourite. There is so much to get stuck into – lots of 
reading and some striking graphics to interpret. Plus, 
the topographic plates are reassuringly familiar and yet 
totally updated. 

It may be big and heavy and need a table all to 
itself as some critics say, but I urge you to clear the space 
and create some free time to absorb the contents. It will 
become your go-to reference work, just as it has for our 
famous explorers, adventures and travellers; Jon Snow 
sums it up perfectly – ‘It remains one of those prized 
possessions which even the age of the internet can never 
upstage.’ Quite so. 

Mary Spence 

All Over the Map: A cartographic 
odyssey
Betsy Mason and Greg Miller
Hardcover 320 pages 
$50.00 / £38.39 
National Geographic, 2018, ISBN 978-1426219726

So many large format 
coffee-table map books 
are written by map experts, 
map librarians or map 
historians. They carefully 
select the maps based 
on criteria that generally 
relate to some cartographic 
measure of their worth. 
Betsy Mason and Greg 
Miller are not cartographic 
experts, well, at least not 
by training, though they 
are fast demonstrating a deep understanding of what 
makes great maps tick. 

Mason and Miller are award-winning journalists 
who have a background in science, and the reporting of 
science in some of the most august publications. They 
came to cartography via their excellent blog from Wired 
which launched in 2013, and now co-author the blog All 
Over The Map at National Geographic. What they bring 
to their interest in cartography is a fresh perspective. They 
aren’t burdened by having a list of maps that have to go 
in their collection (you know the ones). They have chosen 
what they want to go in, and so their list is, in the main, a 
fresh list and contains many maps you’re unlikely to have 

seen. Of course, there’s some absolute classics such as 
Mount Everest (1988), published by National Geographic. 
It appears early on but it’s a book published by National 
Geographic and they would be remiss not to include such 
stunning work. But the book goes far beyond the vaults of 
National Geographic and presents well-known maps side-
by-side with lesser known examples. I’m pretty sure even 
if they had a classic map in mind it’d not make the cut if 
they couldn’t find something interesting and fresh to say 
about it.

The book is broadly divided into nine sections that 
group the maps by theme: waterways; cities; conflict 
and crisis; landscapes; economies; science; human 
experiences; worlds; and art and imagination. Think of 
any map and you can probably position it in one of these 
broad topics and it gives the book a pleasing structure. 
It makes it non-linear and that allows an element of 
randomness when you turn the page. Within each section 
are both historical and contemporary maps. Maps made by 
government, commercial companies, and also individuals 
just experimenting with some data. I found myself ignoring 
the groups and just going page-to-page from one delightful 
map to another, sometimes flicking and stopping as if 
thumbing through a pack of cards and stopping randomly. 
Each page is different and captures the map in rich printed 
form, but it’s the writing that elevates this from just a 
collection of maps and their makers. Mason and Miller dig 
into the personal stories of the maps, and the people who 
made them. They explore the contexts and environments 
of the maps; and often the trials and tribulations of their 
circumstance. They reveal far more than the map as a 
captivating and arresting image. They reveal the often 
intriguing and personal stories behind the maps. In a sense 
the book is more of a collection about maps than it is a 
book of maps. The fact that the maps are beautiful makes 
it a superbly illustrated story book. And it’s important that 
many of these stories are told because for many, maps just 
appear, devoid of context. People may like them, but in 
general will not care one bit about the people who made 
them and the work that went into them. 

For instance, we learn of the incredible lengths that 
Bradford and Barbara Washburn went to create their utterly 
stupendous 1978 map of the Heart of Grand Canyon. Eight 
years of planning, fieldwork, analysis, drafting, painting 
and negotiating to create one map. Every trail in the 
canyon surveyed several times by multiple people using 
a measuring wheel to check accuracy again and again. 
Assistants were sent to check Bradford Washburn’s own 
measurements with strict instructions “if you make a bad 
mistake, never back up, as the wheel won’t reverse. Just 
stop and cuss a reasonable amount. Then go back to where 
you know you made your last reliable measurement.” 
Even the map’s main relief artist, the inimitable Tibor 
Toth reckoned he spent 1,074.5 hours to paint the map. 
I love these stories. They show the very human nature 
of cartography and the fact that everything on a map 
is somehow touched by a human whether it’s in data 
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collection, decision-making, design or production. Every 
mark has the impact of the maker and the craft of their 
expertise and this book is at pains to reflect that in the 
writing that accompanies the maps.

As any good reporter will know, the story isn’t about 
them, but it’s about what they are reporting. There’s clear 
evidence of Mason and Miller’s love of the subject and the 
maps they write about. They have gone to great lengths 
to interview cartographers, curators and scholars linked 
to the maps and who can provide authoritative knowledge 
and insight. They’ve gone to the best. This brings a whole 
new level of character to the writing because we’re not 
merely reading descriptions, we’re reading a reflective 
piece that draws many pieces of information and views 
together. They’ve marshalled their interviews into 
consistent reportage, as if they are simply the eyewitnesses 
to the stories. They write in an accessible and engaging 
style for a general audience. While there’s plenty to delight 
the knowledgeable cartographic expert, the book will also 
reach a wider audience merely interested in some of the 
stories which they can access without having to interpret 
cartojargon. The layout of the book is also appealing with 
a loose structure combining maps and text as appropriate. 
Each illustration is provided with a detailed description, so 
you’re guided through each entry by the main text and the 
annotations.

There are around 300 illustrations in the book and 
it’s hard to provide a definitive list of the type of content 
but there’s maps (obviously), diagrams, photographs, 
postcards, illustrations, paintings, posters, globes, atlases, 
examples of work under construction and so much else 
that helps paint a picture of the context of the maps. For 
instance, how many have seen the magnificent world ocean 
floor map by Austrian artist Heinrich Berann? Plenty. But 
the six pages devoted to this map includes photographs 
of the map’s scientific authors Marie Tharp and Bruce 
Heezen hard at work plotting soundings, transect profiles 
of the Atlantic Ocean, and a wonderful physiographic 
diagram of the Atlantic drawn by Tharp herself which 
demonstrates the plan oblique approach then painted by 
Berann. Together the illustrations help tell the story of the 
famous map. 

There’s a nod to the work of Minard, with a focus 
on some of his less famous but equally wonderful 
statistical thematic cartography. And there’s even one of 
my colleague John Nelson’s maps: his lights on/lights out 
map showing changes in nighttime illumination between 
2012-2016. This fact alone demonstrates the efforts Mason 

and Miller have gone to in order to represent the full gamut 
of cartography which is no mean feat in 320 pages. Since 
the book is organized thematically there isn’t the usual old 
to new flow either. We see historic examples intermingled 
with contemporary and vice versa. It works well, and you 
can pretty much just open a page and dive straight in. Lose 
yourself just exploring and saying to yourself … just one 
more page.

It’s pretty difficult to review the breadth of maps 
in the book. Let’s just say Mason and Miller have got 
you covered whatever your map vice is. So, whether 
you like the painstaking detail of beautiful topographic 
maps, the imagination of celestial charts, the analytical 
representation of statistical data or the fantasy of the map 
of Westeros or the Death Star then there’s plenty in this 
book to feast on. Hand-drawn, pixel pushed, sewn or 
plotted from the smell of a place, I’m struggling to think 
of a phase of cartographic history, design aesthetic or 
production method that isn’t covered somewhere in the 
book. That’s quite some achievement and it makes this 
a really comprehensive compilation that reflects the rich 
variety of cartographic work. London A-Z is covered as 
well as Soviet maps of Washington D.C. There’s plenty 
of great maps of the US but there’s maps of pretty much 
every part of the world as well. 

I’ve worked with Betsy and Greg on a few of their 
projects over the last few years and come to know them as 
hard working, meticulous and honest people.  Reporters 
often get a bad name for being a bit lackadaisical and 
missing those crucial details that the experts of the content 
sweat over. But that’s not my experience with these two 
passionate reporters who want to find and deliver quality 
in their work. They have a knack of finding a story and 
what they bring to this book is a new perspective on the 
maps they’ve chosen. Even familiar maps are given fresh 
life and their style gives a modern take on the process and 
practice of cartography and the maps we make. I guess my 
only real surprise, rather than a criticism, is that the book 
wasn’t subtitled ‘Volume 1’ because I, for one, hope that 
they are already delving through National Geographic’s 
archives as well as the wider world of cartography to bring 
us a second collection at the very least. Maybe next time 
I’ll get a map in because that’d be a huge privilege and it’s 
possibly the biggest acclaim I can give to the book that I’m 
jealous that I haven’t yet made anything worthy enough to 
be considered. That makes me want to try harder as I hope 
for the next installment of their cartographic odyssey.

Ken Field
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Mapping Society: The Spatial  
Dimensions of Social Cartography
Laura Vaughan
Soft-bound 268 Pages 
£25.00 [or free PDF download]* 
UCL Press, 2018 
ISBN: 978-1-78735-306-0

Being a human geographer 
with a passion for 
cartography, my attention 
was immediately drawn 
to both the title and the 
cover of the book. The 
decision to use Charles 
Booth’s Descriptive Map 
of London Poverty, 1889 
is a clever strategy that 
draws the attention of 
any individual interested 
in maps, and entices the 
reader to learn more about 
Mapping Society by Laura Vaughan.

Before I comment on the format and structure of 
the book, I wish to thank Vaughan for including a preface 
that not only sets the scene for the rest of the book, but 
also provides an insight to the inter-disciplinary nature 
of cartography. I agree that maps are not restricted to 
functioning primarily as visual representations of places, 
they can also be catalytic and prompt further discussion and 
investigation based on the detail presented. Specifically, 
cartographic representations can be used to visualise social 
phenomena by associating a spatial quality, to further tease 
out and visualise patterns that emerge from the datasets.

The book is structured well with seven clearly 
outlined chapters, each one successfully discussing 
the development of social cartography through various 
examples of historical maps. I particularly enjoyed how 
the book uses Charles Booth and his work on poverty 
mapping as a key contributor to social cartography; 
equally the background context that suggests he may 
have been influenced by the work of Reverend Abraham 
Hume. It was interesting to read about how social issues 
within London were soon recognised as also being spatial 
problems, whereby the environments that communities 
lived in were having a detrimental effect on their health, 
lifestyles and livelihoods. Additionally, as I read through 
the final chapters, Vaughan did well to then place social 
cartography in association with more current times, to 
observe that social geographical phenomena is ever more 
present today; the methods to investigate are increasingly 
more relevant in understanding society and space. Whilst 
disease, poverty, housing issues and segregation are 
still key geographical issues evident in today’s news, I 
agree that the common problem is the spatial layout of 
various environments; what better way to understand and 

investigate the distributions of phenomena is there than a 
map! We need to be able to recognise space as not just a 
physical object or layer that society moves upon and within, 
it is a ‘spatial syntax’ that requires us to acknowledge 
space as a unique form that too can persuade and influence 
various actions, reactions and behaviours.

My own research looks at designing new cartographic 
representations capable of presenting social geographical 
phenomena. It is through my own interests that I found 
I felt a sudden appreciation for the sheer size and scale 
of the projects outlined in Vaughan’s cook; specifically, 
reading about Booth’s, Hull-House Residents’, and Du 
Bois’ methods for conducting research and creating their 
own maps. The motivation to observe data in more creative 
ways not only allows for an aesthetical appreciation of 
the maps themselves, but are good examples of where 
there was a need to view information through a spatial 
lens. Today, students, teachers professionals, amateur 
map-makers and so on, have access to a wide variety 
of sources online, and yet have little knowledge of how 
complex and extensive the data collection can be to 
produce new maps. The map legend, plotting of data, 
colour and symbology all require due care and attention 
to create effective data representations, yet even more so 
when they were created by hand. In Vaughan’s book, I feel 
that she subconsciously provides a degree of appreciation 
towards historical mapping, by highlighting the lengths 
to which cartographers went to produce various maps, 
demonstrating how historical maps can now provide 
insights of the lives of people from hundreds of years ago, 
and describe how the problems and issues were observed 
by significant individuals.

Finally, it is the careful presentation of images 
and historic maps that have helped to guide the reader 
throughout Vaughan’s narrative. I wish to comment that 
Vaughan’s approach of using images and historical maps is 
very effective in the book and I wish more works would do 
this too. The images do not restrict the ability of the reader 
to navigate their way through the pages, more I often 
found myself pausing to observe a number of the figures 
in more detail. I therefore wish for upcoming textbooks, 
research articles, and papers to consider using more visual 
material within their work, to assist readers and provide 
supplementary stories for navigating material.

To conclude, I found that Vaughan’s detailed 
account of social cartography is one that demonstrates 
not only the functionality of a map, but how cartographic 
representations can communicate more than just numbers 
and statistics. Maps can also serve to persuade opinion and 
perception derived from the spatial analysis of social data, 
whether these are historical or through more technological 
forms of representation.

Isabel Williams

* https://www.ucl.ac.uk/ucl-press/browse-books/
mapping-society
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Atlas: A world of maps from the 
British Library
Tom Harper
Hardcover 224 pages 
£30.00 
British Library Publishing, 2017 
ISBN 978-0712352918

The last decade or so 
has seen a remarkable 
increase in the publication 
of what might loosely be 
called coffee-table map 
books. There seem to be a 
couple, at least, published 
every year chock full of 
beautiful reproductions of 
some of the world’s finest 
maps, just in time for the 
Christmas market. And 
‘Atlas’ is no exception. 

This lavish 200+ 
page volume illustrates the British Library’s magnificent 
maps collection, but differs from previous books which 
were closely tied to exhibitions. Harper is a mine of 
information and offers a wonderful insight into the maps 
presented within. The use of the term atlas is slightly 
misleading, but only in the sense that it’s unconventional 
as explained in the book. The term atlas came to mean a 
systematic collection of accurate and uniform maps of part 
of all of the world. And while this is certainly a collection, 
they are not accurate (in comparison with modern maps) 
or uniform. But they are a collection, and it’s precisely 
this lack of uniformity that showcases the rich and varied 
approaches that cartographers (and map-makers, for not 
all maps in this or pretty much any collection have been 
made by trained cartographers) take in making a map of 
their interests.

Most of these coffee-table books are often thought of 
as pictures of the past, and of glossy tableaus of historical 
cartography. Yes, there’s plenty of olde worlde maps in 
Harper’s book but the first map you see after the title page 
is a very modern density equalizing cartogram made by Ben 
Hennig (worldmapper.org) showing the world thematically 
distorted by the incidence of territories covered in the book 
itself. I find the map intriguing because it paints a picture 
that many will assume reflects some sort of measure 
of global cartographic prevalence. Yet the Americas 
(particularly North America) don’t come out very well on 
this map. And the European countries do. So, in reality it’s 
simply a graphical device to visualize the spread of the 
book’s contents. That’s clearly noted in the title of the map 
but intriguing because it illustrates how, all too easily, a map 
can be seen differently from the author’s intent.

The book is ordered by geographical region plus a 
few oddities like celestial maps and fantasy maps. But it is 

at pains to explain the alphabetical ordering (Europe comes 
pretty much last) as a break from the traditional practice of 
placing those places deemed ‘most important’ toward the 
front of atlases. A nice touch. Throughout the book, Harper 
touches on how the maps included here were part of other 
publications too and so the context of a map’s origins and 
purpose are explained. For instance, there’s a wonderful 
illustration of a map of Australia and New Zealand that 
shows a watercolour relief map intended to form part of 
the front sections to Odham’s New Illustrated Atlas of the 
World. Much of the explanation of this stunning map is 
taken up by exploring its production and context in that 
atlas, as much as in its design.

While there’s inevitably a bias towards older maps 
from the 16th to 18th Centuries, the temptation to simply 
use well-known and well-seen maps has been avoided. Not 
filling the book with maps that people largely either know 
about, or have at least seen, is both brave but necessary. 
Most of us could probably name a set of maps you’d expect 
to see in this sort of book, but they aren’t there. Instead, 
Harper has selected and curated a set of interesting maps 
that are perhaps less obvious, but deserving of a moment in 
the spotlight. For instance, if you’re expecting to see Harry 
Beck’s original 1933 London Underground map you’ll be 
disappointed. But then we’ve all seen it, right? In multiple 
books. Instead, we get a diagrammatic map published 
c.1255 that shows the route from the Holy Land to London 
as a strip map. The map was drawn by Benedictine monk 
Matthew Paris who, presumably, we now must credit as the 
originator not only of schematic transit maps (or, diagrams 
if you prefer) but also the strip map format which is more 
commonly associated with the work of John Ogilby in the 
mid-1600s. Old is always new again! But its evidence of 
the inclusion of a map that many will never have seen and, 
certainly, the eyes of this reviewer has never seen.

There’s actually very little from the 20th Century or 
more recently. I find this a little disappointing given the 
massive surge in mapping that has taken place at the turn 
of this century. Though, once again, there’s a few really 
interesting entries such as the 1969 SYMAP generated 
maps of Britain showing Dudley Stamp’s 1962 ‘Great 
Britain Land Use Survey’ as a dot matrix map of land 
use classes and a 3D perspective view of the distribution 
of arable land. The latter would now be seen as a trendy 
display technique given the way in which new mapmakers 
have revisited the idea of stacked and layered transects 
and called them ‘Joy plots’ after the famous Joy Division 
album cover for ‘Unknown Pleasures’ by Peter Saville.  
There’s also a predominance of topographic maps as 
opposed to thematic, though this is inevitable given the 
natural tendency for the maps of a collection like that at 
the British Library to have more of the former. But picking 
on what isn’t in the atlas as opposed to what is in it is 
always going to be a pointless exercise. With around 4 
million maps to choose from, any collection of around 100 
will inevitably have some bias or miss out your personal 
favourite. They can be found in other books. This one does 
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a great job of giving us a taste of some of those that might 
be less seen or, as Harper says, ‘a celebration of some of 
the oldest, prettiest, most significant, unusual, delightful, 
confusing and compelling maps from the 13th to the 21st 
centuries from the vaults of the British Library.’

One final comment: the typeface. The book is 
set in Palatino Linotype Roman. A perfectly good and 
appropriate choice. Except, in the view of this reviewer, 
in the use of a stylistic ligature connector for the ‘st’ letter 
pairing throughout. It jolts as I read. I get that it gives the 
overall appearance of the text somewhat of a nod to the 
historical content, but it actually disturbs the process of 
reading. It’s a minor quibble. I wouldn’t get too hung up 
on it, though inevitably, getting hung up on small details is 
what cartographers do. At least this one.

Ken Field

Manchester: Mapping the City
Terry Wyke, Brian Robson and Martin Dodge
Birlinn. ISBN: 9781780275307. £30

Given that my 
cartographical horizon 
barely extends beyond 
the Cities of London 
and Westminster, 
this richly illustrated 
volume on the mapping 
of Manchester, part of 
Birlinn’s Mapping the 
City series, presented 
me with a kind of 
alternative universe, 
cartographically 
familiar, yet different. In that respect, although its authors 
don’t explicitly set out to do so, this volume is of particular 
interest from a comparative perspective.

The volume opens in 1728 with eighteenth-century 
panoramic views of the City, concluding in 2016 with a 
look at the challenges faced by the Greater Manchester 
Combined Authority. However, rather than focusing on 
individual maps and plans of Manchester, with exceptions, 
such as Casson and Berry’s plan of 1741, the book takes 
a largely thematic approach and its 54 chronologically 
arranged chapters consequently cover topics such as ‘1788: 
The development of estate land in the growing town’, 
‘1904: Mapping Manchester’s slums’, ‘1956: Fantasy 
transport – unrealised plans above and below ground’, and 
‘1975: Air pollution and smoke control areas’. Although 
all chapters have a year date, they normally cover their 
respective topics well beyond their nominal year, even up 
to the present day. Examples of this include the chapters 
on ‘Municipal parks’, ‘Entertainment’ and on ‘The 
Arndale’. In effect, the book is not solely concerned with 
the mapping of Manchester (and indeed, Salford), but 
with the City’s history per se, from a town of just 10,000 
inhabitants producing woollens and other cloths in the 

early 1700s, to “the world’s first industrial complex” in the 
1800s and to today’s “logical complement to the otherwise 
overweening dominance of London”. The chapter entitled 
‘1831: Spinning mills and the making of Cottonopolis’ is 
an excellent example of such urban history. In this, the 
book benefits from its authors’ combined specialisms in 
Manchester’s regional history, urban policy studies, and 
geography, stressing that maps “became important tools in 
planning and managing the town”.

That does not mean that cartography gets short thrift, 
but the maps presented in this volume are rarely the focus in 
themselves, but a means of understanding the development 
of the city. That said, several chapters do focus on specific 
maps, including unpublished ones, such as when the authors 
address the controversy over whether Charles Laurent’s 
1793 plan of the city is a rip off of William Green’s work 
for his plan of 1794, concluding that Laurent must have 
undertaken some original surveying, even if he stole some 
of the big picture cartography from Green. Another map 
deserving special attention is Joseph Adshead’s 1851 map 
of the City (surveyed in 1849), the detail of which exceeds 
anything available, for example, for London during those 
same years, making it so much more than just “a handsome 
piece of art and cartography”. The quality of the book’s 
production, evident throughout, makes its chapter on the 
Goad insurance plans a particular delight. Here, as in the 
case of many other chapters, the page facing each chapter 
is used to provide a detail of one of the maps included in 
that chapter. Although I have worked with Goad’s plans 
before, I had only ever been interested in their mapping of 
the streets and have only now, thanks to a two-page spread, 
come to really appreciate the incredible level of detail that 
these maps provide on the use of individual rooms within 
the buildings depicted.

Some other gems featuring in this volume are a 
“political map” of the 1819 ‘Peterloo Massacre’, showing 
the positions of the troops and of the crowd, its key 
identifying, for example, “18. Manchester Yeomanry 
cutting at fugitives”; the Victoria Station’s still surviving 
railway wall map, painted directly onto white tiles bricks 
in 1906; and the fascinating story of the City’s first detailed 
street directory city-centre map, published by an amateur 
cartographer, Andrew Taylor, as late as 1996! These aside, 
a special mention must go the book’s chapter ‘Soviet 
mapping – a view from the east’, reproducing details 
from a 1972 Cold war military map, which, while based 
on Ordnance Survey mapping, was supplemented with 
additional information, possibly even from on-the-ground 
observations, and on which all place names are shown in 
Cyrillic to aid pronunciation.

Overall, in the field of urban historical cartography you 
surely cannot get a better book than this. I certainly cannot 
think of a publication on the cartography of London which 
matches not only the breadth and depth of this volume, but 
also the quality of its production, from the weight of its 
paper, to its binding and the sharpness of its reproductions. 
Further volumes in this series will be welcomed.

A.H. Schulenburg
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EXPLORER’S ATLAS – for the  
Incurably Curious
Piotr Wilkowiecki & Michal Gaszynski
Published by Collins / Harper Collins, 2017 
Size: 34.5 cm x 27 cm (13.5 inch x 10.5 inch) 
Cost: £20 (RRP) and available from £14

The title of this book 
attracted me to offer to 
review it as I had just 
completed a 53,000 
mile 60-day Round 
the World trekking trip 
exploring continents 
and countries I had 
never seen.  It would 
have been interesting 
to have explored this 
atlas before my world 
trip as it is not as I first 
thought, a historical 
atlas of exploration, but an atlas for explorers who wish to 
seek out some of the world’s curiosities before embarking 
on a journey.

The two Polish authors have produced a book of 
interesting and curious facts portrayed spatially on basic 
outline maps in the form of an atlas.  It has sections 
arranged by Continent and Country with factual categories 
for Science, Economy, Geography, History, Social, Flora 
and Fauna.  In addition, there are special sections for 
Geographic Features based on largest, smallest, longest, 
highest etc.  The 144-page atlas contains 3277 facts of 
which 1051 come under the category Geography, it could 
be a great source for a pub quiz e.g. did you know that 
Denmark produces approx 19 million Lego bricks each 
year? While a book like this cannot of course cover every 
fact or map feature, I find it surprising that two modern 
wonders of the world that I recently visited, the Great Wall 
of China and Machu Picchu in Peru are omitted.  However 
I have learnt quite a few new and interesting facts from the 
atlas, e.g. the shortest river in the world is the Tamborasi 
River in Indonesia at 20m long; the Taal volcano crater 
lake in Sulawesi, The Philippines is the world’s largest 
lake on an island in a lake on an island; Ferdinand 
Magellan credited with the first circumnavigation of the 
world (1519-22) died during the voyage in 1521 and only 
18 of the original 270 sailors completed the voyage.

Each map is extensively annotated and symbolised 
with curious and not so curious facts which holds the 
reader’s attention on each page. In fact, there are an 
incredible 434 different well-designed point symbols in 
the atlas, some easily identifiable, some not so, but that 
only adds interest and mystery to what they may represent.  
Unfortunately, from a cartographic design perspective I 
find the atlas disappointing due to the lack of colour on 
each map and often poor contrast between the area colours 
and the annotations/symbols.  While acknowledging the 

authors desire to have a standardised and simplified map 
design throughout the atlas, I personally would have found 
the maps more visually appealing if a more conventional 
cartographic design style had been adopted.  Each continent 
had a fixed colour scheme for its maps using a single 
strong saturated colour and a second mid/light brown/
gold colour for annotations, names and symbols.  I often 
found the annotations difficult to read unless I used a really 
bright table lamp to illuminate the maps.  The most legible 
atlas pages were the ‘Greatest Explorers’ map which uses 
a pastel area colour with dark grey/brown annotations/
symbols and the ‘Largest Countries’ map which uses 
strong saturated area colours with white annotations, both 
maps succeed in meeting the cartographic design criteria 
of good contrast.

While I would recommend this atlas to those 
planning to travel the world and or those who wish to learn 
more about the world and its curiosities, I would not rank it 
high on my list of must-have atlases.  It is however a very 
interesting and fascinating atlas book which I thoroughly 
enjoyed over the many days it took to read, every page had 
some new fact to explore.

Mike Shand

EastWest Mapping
Wicklow South 1:25,000
Lugnaquilla & Glendalough 1:25,000
The product: two sheets from 
a new series of 1:25,000 
topographic maps covering the 
Wicklow area - the Wicklow 
25 Series. The Lugnaquilla 
& Glendalough sheet is more 
mountainous and Wicklow 
South lowland and more 
populated offering a range of 
different terrains and land use 
to compare. Printed on good 
quality Progeo 90gsm paper 
with fully encapsulated folded 
versions also on offer for 
durability and weatherproofing. The maps are single-sided 
and measure 1125mm x 820mm, folding down to 125mm 
x 205mm.

The first impression I have is that there is an awful 
lot of information on the maps. There are the standard 
ingredients of topographic mapping – drainage, detailed 
contours (5 metre intervals), terrain and landforms, forest 
cover and land use, settlements and communications, plus 
layer colouring which immediately brings the relief to life. 
The use of purple for contours may be unusual but it works 
well over the delicate shades of soft greens through the 
creams and oranges of the layers and yet is also clear over 
the various wooded areas. Then we have the fine details of 
the landscape such as rural buildings, ditches, fences and 
even individual large boulders all marked.
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Every conceivable form of track or path is 
characterised, whether a cycle lane, gravel or dirt road, 
large or small path, intermittent path or boardwalk. 
Walking trails are clearly highlighted and include the long-
distance Wicklow Way as well as local loop walks, MTB 
trails and hillwalk access points. Other outdoor activities 
from fishing to bird watching and swimming to diving are 
on there too. 

Heritage information and place names play a special 
part in the research and preparation of these maps. Old maps, 
historic records, archaeological archives and geological 
heritage sites are all sources for the information but 
supplemented by local knowledge. Historic names can crop 
up that are difficult to locate but perseverance and persistent 
research mean minor features are noted on the map.

Tourist information is plentiful but, sadly, not clearly 
visible. The red symbols are quite small and get lost, 
especially over the darker urban areas – where a lot of 
them are located. The pink public car park spot is very 
similar to the red railway station and the toilets symbol 
is particularly small. The use of a fine white halo to the 
type is perfect, helping the names become legible over 
whatever detail there is in the background. Perhaps those 
little red symbols might benefit if they were given a similar 
treatment.  

I find the black road casings a bit overpowering, 
especially for the yellow roads – a thinner line would be 
more pleasing. Having power lines and railways in the 
same notation is rather odd – solid line with cross ticks. 
It makes power lines look line narrow-gauge railways or 
railways look like major power lines. Although common 
sense sorts me out here, I would prefer the railways to be 
the traditional diced line – but then the boardwalk symbol 
would need to be changed. 

The different path classifications and signposted 
walks make this truly an outdoors recreational map. The 
basic ground information is clear at first glance – roads, 
trails, terrain, landscape, etc. but with masses of extra 
information to be discovered on top.

The more I look, the more I see. One entry in the 
legend aroused my curiosity: ‘Gold Stream’? Following an 
internet search, I find that there was a gold rush in Wicklow 
in 1795. This surely is the essence of a good map – it whets 
the appetite to find out more about an area, even if only as 
an armchair traveller. This work is truly a labour of love. 
It is clear that a vast amount of research and fieldwork has 
gone into making these maps. Tiny details gleaned from 
local survey have been added – right down to names of 
individual rocks and sites.  

Here is a publisher who is passionate about getting 
the map right. There’s so much information on the map – 
maybe a little too much in some places – but the attention 
to detail is apparent everywhere you look. In the latest 
online news bulletins there is mention of a walking route 
that has been diverted to a section of old railway line, away 
from the busy main road. Such care.

I may question why the Co. Wicklow boundary isn’t 
shown, I may prefer a different railways specification 
and finer road casings but aside from these minor design 
niggles the rich content stands up for itself. These maps 
may be marketed as recreational or walking maps but with 
so much research into local sites and place names they 
offer a valuable resource for locals too.

Mary Spence
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