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I am pleased to announce that the 2013 SoC conference is to be held at 
Staffordshire University, and will be organised by committee member Rosie 
Duncan. Further details can be found in this Newsletter. In the lead-up to this 
decision there was a conversation with the British Cartographic Society about 
the possibility of using the same venue that they have booked for next year. 
Because the discussion revolved around possible use of venue, and was not an 
offer to hold a completely combined conference, the committee turned it down. 
It had no real pluses for us, and a couple of minuses. In responding to BCS on 
behalf of SoC I did make the suggestion that we really should talk to each other 
about holding another joint conference. As we have quite advanced plans for 
holding our 50th anniversary conference in 2014 back in Glasgow that would 
be for 2015 at the earliest. But, let’s have that conversation as early as possible 
and see what develops.

Over the next few months it looks like some tough choices will have to be 
made regarding which conferences to attend. In January (18-19) the Where 
Camp EU unconference will be in Rome [http://wherecamp.eu/blog/what-is-a-
wherecamp/]. I thought of trying to get to AAG in the States in April as Ken Field 
is organising a joint ICA Map Design/Neocartography session there, but had 
to drop it. The International Cartographic Association conference is in Dresden 
from 25-30 August [http://www.icc2013.org/].  This is swiftly followed by SoC 
(1-3 Sept), then BCS (later that week), and AGI Community (16-18 Sept), with 
FOSS4G following directly at the same venue (University of Nottingham). That 
is without State of the Map (OSM conf) which is due back in Europe, and all 
the smaller events like w3g [http://www.w3gconf.com/] and geomob [http://
geomobldn.org/].

Several things have been exercising your committee recently. First, was 
making arrangements for the hosting of the next annual conference. For this 
we had to choose between three very strong offers of venues from members. 
Secondly, deciding how best to celebrate the first 50 years of the Society. We 
have a few ideas in the bag, but you are welcome to put any suggestions 
you have to Secretary Mike Shand. Thirdly, has been making sure we have a 
good presence at the LMF Mapping Showcase. This is taking place at Lord’s 
cricket ground on Thursday 6 December from 9-30am to 5-30pm [http://www.
londonmappingfestival.org/mapping-showcase2012/]. It is free to attend 
and I hope to see some of you there. As well as the stands there are some 
interesting sessions. I am particularly interested in hearing Prof David Maguire 
on “Cloud GIS: the next major advance for GIS delivery”. We are getting a 
new banner and publicity materials ready, and hope to have a couple of active 
OpenStreetMappers on the stand with us (who are myself, Miles and Jenny).

There was an excellent collaboration between SoC and ICA at UCL at the time of 
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the annual conference. UCL hosted the first ICA Neocartography Commission 
workshop directly after the SoC conference. The workshop was attended by 
36 delegates, 16 of whom came straight from the SoC conference. There is a 
report on part of the workshop in this newsletter, but a further report (including 
two external blog links) is available on the commission website at http://
neocartography.icaci.org/2012/09/commision-workshop-at-ucl-slide-decks-
reports-videos/.  The link includes six video recordings of the presentations, 
which do show a fascinating range of takes on the term neocartography. Check 
them out. Richard Fairhurst’s “The unstoppable advance of OpenStreetMap” 
video has already had 569 views. My SoC conference talk was a teaser for the 
neocartography session, and the slides are available at http://www.slideshare.
net/steve8/whats-neo. I gave a revised version of this talk at the AGI w3g 
conference last month at the Google campus in London. I am now working on 
what the neocartography commission will be doing at the ICA conference in 
Dresden. We hope to be able to host both a workshop and a themed session 
there. I also have an abstract in for acceptance in the programme, and am on 
the review panel for the abstracts review process (no fixing though!).

The cartography theme continues to have resonance all around in daily life. I 
wasn’t able to get to the geomob session in town this week but by the twitterfeed 
SplashMaps gave a very good presentation on their fabric printed map 
prototype. They are crowd-funding bringing this fantastic concept to market. 
Take a look at: http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1521486951/splashmaps.  
Then yesterday there was all the fuss about ‘the island that wasn’t’ – showing on 
Google and Bing maps. I got a phonecall asking if I was available to comment 
on the issue on BBC Radio 5 Live. I was in a Moodle training session all day so 
couldn’t. It looks, from twitter, as if Richard Treves may have got the gig! And 
then I got an email – addressed to Prof Dr Chilton, which is always a good start 
– asking if I would like to lecture on neocartography at a ‘leading’ European 
institution on their new course. I think it was for real and not a pointless spam.

Finally, SoC is a member of UKGEOforum. The forum holds an annual lecture 
each year and this year’s looks particularly interesting. It is on 24 January at 
6pm at RICS in London. The speaker, whom I have heard speak before and is 
excellent, is Mark Ovenden, on “How Beck’s diagram re-mapped the modern 
world”. 

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Mike Shand 
(Hon Secretary) & 

Steve Chilton 
(SoC Chair)
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REPORTS FROM THE 48th ANNUAL SUMMER SCHOOL

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON

3 - 5  September 2012

Session 1

Mapping the University of Cambridge
David Earl - Freelance

David Earl is a freelancer, with a background in IT, and a pretty impressive surveying 
record in the OpenStreetMap project. He had taken on the task of mapping the University 
of Cambridge campus(es). The previous map had been done in Illustrator and had 
been hand indexed. Detailed survey information was collected as part of the project 
and donated back to the OSM project. David was surprised how long the detailed 

surveying took, using aerial imagery and laser measuring kit. In particular he warned 
about trusting the aerial imagery, showing a classic example of image misalignment in 
the middle of his survey area.

Steve Chilton
Middlesex University

The OSM GB Project
Steven Feldman - KnowWhere Consulting

Steve Feldman’s talk was about the OSM-GB project, and he discussed confidence 
levels in OSM data. He had a great quote, saying it would be good to have “500 David 
Earls”! He also covered the tagging challenge of the free-form OSM way of doing 
things. He concluded that OSM is NOT a substitute for OS Mastermap, but has some 
much richer content. He gave some examples of collaborations with some public 
sector users, including Swindon Travel Choices and Birmingham City Cycle Parking. He 
predicted that there might be a conflation with OS OpenData at some point in the future.

Steve Chilton
Middlesex University

Mapping the Genealogy of Family Names
James Cheshire & Paul Longley - UCL CASA / UCL Geography

James Cheshire immediately apologised as he hadn’t thought he was presenting 
and was really standing in for Paul Longley. He introduced the work they had done on 
the Surname Mapping project. It now includes changes in surname distribution over 
time. He pointed out they were not using the Mercator projection as it was not fit for 
(their) purpose. I did have some trouble interpreting some of the names on screen 
as they often didn’t include keys. He finished by talking about the project at names.
mappinglondon.org.

Steve Chilton
Middlesex University
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Session 2 

LAAP: Low Altitude Aerial Photography
Mike Smith - Kingston University

The second session of the Summer School began with a fascinating tour of the recent 
developments in LAAP (Low Altitude Aerial Photography) delivered by Mike Smith.   
Focusing on the often-ignored ‘mesoscale’ and ‘microscale’ ranges, with resolutions 
of around 1 m and higher, Mike explained how this niche is seeing a rise in simple, fast 
and cheap methods of image acquisition. A host of platforms were illustrated – from 
heliborne imagery to the latest remote-controlled devices, aptly named ‘the bat’ and 
‘sensefly’ – capable of capturing resolutions of up to 5 cm. Finally, Mike described his 
more recent attempts at aerial photography using kites and showed us some of the 
impressive results he and his team have achieved.

Alex Kent 
Canterbury University

Making a Map Worth Keeping: Modern Maps with Vintage 
Beauty
Anna Butler - Wellingtons Travel

Following this, Anna Butler – who had studied Architecture at the University of Poznan, 
Poland – treated us to something completely different: making a vintage map of London 
with the aim of capturing the style and elegance of an eighteenth century plan. Inspired 

by the craftsmanship and beauty of antique 
cartography, Anna and her colleague Taige set 
up a company in 2009 to ‘revive the character 
of cities’ by producing a set of modern plans 
using pen and ink techniques. The results are 
a stunning display of topographic artistry – the 
London example, which was explained in detail, 
took several months to make and recreates the 
charm of a bygone era while having an enduring 
appeal.

Alex Kent 
Canterbury University

http://wwwwellingtonstravel.
com

Examples of Anna’s 
postcards
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Simulation of Traffic Congestion as Complex Behaviour
Ed Manley - UCL CeGe

In the final talk of the session, Ed Manley described and explained his research on the 
behaviour of motorists in their choice of route across London – and the patterns of diffusion 
and congestion that result. Primarily using data from London taxis, Ed demonstrated 
how some interesting trends had been identified and in particular, how small-scale 
changes in behaviour led to large changes in city-wide patterns. Encouragingly, these 
preliminary results also showed that there was a good relationship between the chosen 
route and the optimal distance. Plenty of discussion ensued, leading to a good debate 
centred on the current methodology and some possible improvements. 

Alex Kent 
Canterbury University

Session 3

Making it Personal: Mapping the Travel Behaviours of 
Londoners
Stephen Knox & Vicki Gilham - Transport for London

The theme linking this two paper session was Transport Mapping. 
This  paper described  the vast amount of travel data collected by public bodies in 
London and examined the potential to better utilise such datasets while highlighting  the 
challenges that this involved when targeting resources to those sections of London’s 
population who need it most.  Their presentation illustrated with many map examples 
the wide range of data-rich sources and map visualisation techniques (using QGIS and 
Python scripts) that can be used to display and analyse the data.

Metro Mapping
Max Roberts - University of Essex

Max presented a set of criteria for the design of effective schematic network and 
metro mapping.  His presentation included examples of transport network maps for 
Paris, Madrid and Dresden to illustrate the increasing development and challenges 
to be addressed when creating attractive, usable maps, while citing the Henry Beck 
London Underground map of 1933 as a good example of optimal design.  The 
presentation identified a number of rule-based criteria using terminology not unfamiliar 
to cartographers: simplicity, coherence, balance, harmony and topography. These rules 
were identified and illustrated through map design experiments on network maps of 
Paris, Madrid and Dresden. He concluded that provided the optimised design criteria 
are satisfied, the rules do not matter.

Mike Shand
University of Glasgow

Complexity of road 
congestion

West to east London 
journeys
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Session 4

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
The Cartographic Rhetoric of Globalism
Jerry Brotton - Queen Mary University of London

Jerry began his keynote by explaining where he was coming from. A professor of 
renaissance studies based in an academic department of English and Drama may 
not be an obvious background for having a keen interest in maps. His latest book is 
called “A History of the World in Twelve Maps” and popularises the specialist knowledge 
that maps are a particular view of the world and not simple, given truths. He tries to 
see issues such as the current maps wars between, say, Google and Apple, in the 
context of the history of cartographic controversy that goes back at least to the ancient 
Greeks. In particular he is interested in how cartography deals with globalisation and is 
influenced by it.

In renaissance studies globalisation is not seen as being a particularly recent 
phenomenon, dating back to at least the fifteenth century. But more recently 
geographers and philosophers have talked about space time compression, cults of 
speed, and global ethno-scapes emerging as de-territorialization begins, apparently, to 
minimise the influence of geographic distance. Google Earth makes it appear as if you 
can be anywhere, using data engineered by liberals to promote wider knowledge of the 
earth. However, Google itself as a company is moving toward a far less liberal money 
grabbing future. This has historical parallels with mapping of the globe in Amsterdam 
in 1650; another period of initial liberal and then much more commercial expansion.

Google Earth not being called Google World is 
partly an environmental sell. Its whole earth image 
is reminiscent of the Apollo image of the earth from 
space, but also Ptolemy’s image from two dozen 
centuries ago. All these subconscious references 
to iconic images aid Google-omics, where on-line 
maps become a “place of business”. The planet 
itself becomes to the browser, a piece of intellectual 
imperialism Jerry claims. Almost thirty percent 
of all Google searches are said to have implicit 
geographical references. In response Google has 
begun to author place pages itself, rather than 
simply acting as a portal, a form of monopolisation. 
This though is also not new. The Hereford Mappa Mundi provided a similar fantasy of 
abolishing time and space, escape from earth to the afterlife in that case, not into the 
fantasy on-line world where you can travel anywhere and buy anything.

Jerry used the earliest surviving territorial globe, of early 1492 which continued what 
we see now as Ptolemy’s errors, including the error that led to explorers sailing west 
for India (thinking that would be quicker). He used the first world map to include the 
Americas, of 1507 to show how it echoes Ptolemy’s projection. By 1529 the full extent 
of the Pacific was first shown and the map drawn to aid the then fantasy that the world 
could be split, half and half, between Portugal and Spain. From then on world mapping 
exploded. Mercator followed 40 years later, and over 400 years later Peter’s projection, 
the main failure of which was to claim to be “the map”.

Danny Dorling
University of Sheffield

London Subterranea Map
Stephen Walter - Artist

Stephen is an artist with a passion for maps, landscapes and the interactions people 
have with places. His latest project, a special commission by the London Transport 
Museum, represents elements of the real world and words, phrases, facts, fictions 

Earliest celestial 
globe 1492

A History of the World 
in Twelve Maps
by Jerry Brotton

Published by 
Allen Lane, 2012.
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and folklores for the area. The project was research-based which was represented 
illustratively.

Information for the project was gathered from a variety of sources including Transport 
for London. This enabled the underground train networks to be accurately mapped 
geographically with the underground stations, secret government tunnels, lost rivers, 
well-known ley lines, deep ground shelters, bunkers, sewers and tunnels. Stephen used 
this framework to wind in details about the 
ghost stations, areas of underworld crime, 
and currently known and previous burial 
sites.

It was fascinating to hear the stories behind 
some of the items represented. During 
his research, Stephen acted as a filter 
for the information to pinpoint that which 
is interesting. His talk was interspersed 
with some of these snippets, for example, 
the Tyburn Tree, a site of many hangings 
where the bodies were buried locally, or 
the Highgate vampire, or Scadbury Park, 
a disused fortification used in 1205 by 
robbers and thieves.

The Subterranea map was included in the 
London Transport Museum’s ‘Mind the 
Map’ exhibition which ran from 18 May – 28 
October 2012. His work can be explored at: 
www.stephenwalter.co.uk.

Jenny Kynaston
Royal Holloway University of London

London Subterranea
Stephen Walter

http://www.stephenwal-
ter.co.uk/home.php
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Session 5

Mapping London
Ollie O’Brien - UCL CASA

The Mapping London blog was set up by Oliver O’Brien and James Cheshire in 2011. It 
is a catalogue of the best London maps. There are 87 maps featured so far with another 
12 planned. The blog aims to feature new, mainly online content rather than focusing 
on the vast wealth of historical maps of London. A short commentary highlighting the 
cartography rather than the whole map is included with each piece.

Oliver introduced his three favourite maps: Mapnik’s Watercolour Map of the World, 
Anna Wellington’s Grand Map of London and Axis Maps’ Typographic Street Map of 
London. James’ three favourite maps include a 1943 map of social and functional 
analysis showing how post Second World War London could look, a Bacon picture 
map of 1908 London and a typographic tube map.

Web statistics show that the Olympic 
Park map has been the most featured, 
followed by Jenni Sparks’ hand-drawn 
map of London. www.mappinglondon.
co.uk 

Oliver and James have also created 
some ‘microsites’ alongside the blog 
which feature their own London maps, 
the most common – the London 
Surname Map - was introduced earlier 
in the conference. The Lives on the Line 
project (life.mappinglondon.co.uk) was 
launched in July 2012 and shows life 
expectancy at birth and child poverty 
on a geographically accurate tube map 
base.

Jenny Kynaston
Royal Holloway University of London
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Mapping the Spectator Experience
Shaun Bennett & Nick Austin - LOCOG

Sean described how mapping has been a real asset to facilitate the movement of 
people and planning a journey through the London Olympics. Work started in 2008 
between GIS analysts, cartographers and graphic designers to begin to create the 
fonts and symbols working towards brand management. The rolling document started 
during this planning stage is now a set of guidelines.

Lots of challenges were faced including producing the spectator guides for printing 
by October 2011 when most of the stadium information had not been confirmed. 
LOCOG worked with Transport for London and used the Legible London standards 
for the mapping and wayfinding. RNIB and accessibility groups were also consulted.

Over one million spectator guides and journey planners were sent out with tickets. 
The planned journeys were designed to avoid key busy spots. Non-ticketed spectator 
maps were also created for events such as the Triathalon course and Men’s Marathon.

Nick reported that a web/mobile application was created alongside the hardcopy 
maps to plan each journey, get to the venue and provide information for after the 
event, for example, local authorities added independent event information for things 
people could do after the event. There were 10 million unique visits to the Olympic 
Map. Local authorities set up mini portals on their own websites.

The Join In application enabled the user to search by venue or by sport and included 
information such as the history of the venue. The spectator map was included in 
the application so that the user could zoom in, look at 
seat maps, facilities, toilets, baby change, first aid, ticket 
resolution points, art installations and GPS navigation.

At the Olympic venues pinnacle pillars and temporary 
signage for wayfinding helped to highlight step free 
access and safe routes. Transport for London re-badged 
the underground stations with the matching brand 
signage, paper maps and web maps. People with big 
foam hands also helped with questions and way finding.

Map details were considered carefully to pick the level 
of detail required to help people navigate. Security 
also contributed to decisions about what was or wasn’t 
included. Sponsorship information was included with 
merchandise points hightlighted. The web maps used 
BING base data. Ordnance Survey and Google Maps 
were used for static base data.

There were several mega maps located around 
the Olympic Park showing the whole park in detail. 
An augmented reality function was included on the 
application although there was uncertainty about how 
successful this was. Four thousand bus routes were 
generated, for bus users and drivers.

All the digital maps/applications/website content were 
continually updated and corrected. Challenges were 
faced with the time scale for producing the paper maps 
as some details were changed after they had been 
printed.

The final job is to tie up the legacy work after the event 
and complete the knowledge transfer to Rio de Janeiro. 

Jenny Kynaston
Royal Holloway University of London
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New City Landscape Maps: Urban Areas According to 
Tweet Density
Fabian Neuhaus - Urban Tick/CASA

Fabian presented results from his UrbanTick project at UCL’s Centre for Advanced 
Spatial Analysis which is part of his PhD research on investigating temporal aspects 
of the city. The research consists of a comprehensive analysis of location-based 
Twitter data (i.e. tweets) from urban areas. One major aim of this investigation was the 
comparison of different areas and regions, and differences shown up in the patterns of 
Twitter activity.

Fabian’s presentation started with a description of digital social networks which have 
created a virtual world with the different platforms (such as Twitter and Facebook) 
representing different territories of this world. The use of these platforms does not only 
shape the digital world, but relates back to the real world and raises questions about the 
importance of brands and companies and how they shape up our action and interaction 
in the social environments – be they physical or virtual.

The case study of UrbanTick uses the specific case of Twitter, because in many cases it 
contains a reference to the real world via the means of location tagged short messages. 
Although not all tweets have a location tag in the form of latitude and longitude of the 
origin of the message, an increasing number has and can be collected along with a 
number of other metadata via an application programming interface (API).

Using that data, Fabian started with a world view of the urban data, representing the 
digital urban landscape of the world. This showed that there is a lot of variation, not 
only from which countries tweets are sent, but also in which regions larger numbers of 
tweets are location tagged, which reflects issues such as accessibility of technology, 
pricing and other barriers that prevent larger user numbers in some of the populated 
regions of the planet. But even London compares badly to other European cities in 
terms of geolocated Twitter messages.

Leaving these caveats aside, the data can be analysed at urban level, masking out 
these regional differences. Using the local distribution of tweets within an urban area 
enabled Fabian to draw new city maps according to the density of tweets. Fabian used 

the analogy of a density surface which he translated into 
urban landscapes of Twitter activity.

Using the analogy of three-dimensional landscapes, the 
features in the map resembled hills and valleys, which Fabian 
labelled accordingly referring to the real world area names. 
In unfamiliar places he consulted locals to work out the new 
names of the landscape features. His urban landscapes of 
London contain areas of very high Twitter activity, such as 
Soho Mountain, Piccadilly Rock, Heathrow Peak, but also 
places such as Lea Valley, which was an area of very low 
Twitter activity in the year before the 2012 Olympics.

The analysis of data from a large number of cities around the 
world also led to a classification of different morphologies of 
cities according to their twitter activity landscapes. These are 
centres, features and islands that reflect the shapes created 
by the activity of Twitter users:

London is an example of a city that is made up of mainly one 
major centre of most messaging activity according to the 
geotagged tweets. This is described as a centre morphology. 
Other examples of this type of city are Barcelona, San 
Francisco and Mexico City.

Not all cities have one clear centre, but more a stretched 
central area, such as the ridge of high messaging activity 

London New City Landscape 
by urbanTick, 

http://www.ur-
bantick.blogspot.

co.uk/2010/12/london-
ncl-social-network-

graph.html
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in New York’s borough of Manhattan. This morphology is described as a feature 
type. Dubai, Mumbai and Singapore stand for cities that have similar morphological 
characters.

Moscow in contrast does not have one coherent area of highest activity in one or another 
shape, but much more different emerging peaks scattered across the city. This type is 
referred to as an island morphology, which can also be found in Bangkok, Calgary and 
Den Haag.

Other aspects of these New City Landscapes are key infrastructures of a city, such as 
airports, which have their own unique morphologies created by the desire to interact 
and communicate in these virtual worlds while travelling. Other areas, such as parks, 
are often significantly inactive areas (which are frequented by many people, but at the 
same time places where social messaging appears to be less relevant).

And lastly, all these characteristics suggest that there is a lot of activity reflected in these 
maps that also contains a temporal element. Fabian looked into Twitter activity over time, 
finding changing temporal structures not only in the total messaging activity, but also 
where geolocated tweets were sent from. The data even showed changing locations 
of individual users and their activities altering throughout the day. The nature of Twitter 
messages that can be extracted from the metadata also allowed him to analyse and 
visualise how people are connected by looking at the interactions between users.

Fabian concluded that these maps are constantly changing. There are event-based 
temporal highlights, such as an increased activity of 
tweets from central locations of the Royal Wedding during 
the event in 2011, or more recently, increased Twitter 
activity from the Olympic Park in London which just a year 
earlier showed one of the morphologic valleys in the New 
City Landscapes.

These virtual landscapes provide an interesting new 
approach to analysing and understanding urban spaces 
from a perspective of social media users. While it is often 
difficult to gather large amounts of data from people’s 
action and interaction, social media activities open a new 
possibility to understand how urban environments are 
shaped in a very different way  and how they are changing 
over time.

Ben Hennig
University of Sheffield

Image by UrbanTick for 
NCL / Location-based Twit-
ter activity in London during 
the London 2012 Olympic 

Games. The Olympic Park on 
the right does show up as a 
remarkable peak during the 
early period of the Olympic 

Games. 

http://urbantick.blogspot.
co.uk/2012/09/virtual-land-
scape-and-peak-for-london.

html

2012 Quiz winners 
clutching their 
gold medals!
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Session 6

Community Mapping by Non-literate Citizen Scientists in the 
Rainforest
Michalis Vitos - UCL ExCiteS Group

Michalis gave a fascinating talk about empowering indigenous people, specifically 
pygmy hunter-gatherers in Central Africa, to gather environmental data, in this case 
poaching, and become citizen scientists. As I have recently read Tim Butcher’s book 
“Blood River” about his journey through the Congo and just returned from a trip to 
South Africa where I learned about the appalling poaching of rhinocerus horn, I was 
especially interested to hear about this project.

The idea behind citizen science is to enlist non-professional volunteers to participate 
in data collection on the ground where their local knowledge can be used to great 
advantage and linked to the internet for analysis. Extreme Citizen Science (ExCiteS) 
Research Group is one of a growing number of internet sites doing science on line.

ExCiteS aims to engage and enable communities anywhere to get involved with real 

Secure pin code 
log in

Pictorial icons for 
inputting data

‘Pan charger’ a clever 
device for transform-

ing thermal energy into 
electrical energy
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scientific research projects regardless of their level of literacy. The particular project 
Michalis Vitos spoke about is engaging the help of the Mbendjele pygmies, a 
semi-nomadic tribe of hunter-gatherers who live in the rainforests of north-western 
Republic of Congo. There is growing concern about over-hunting by commercial 
poachers; so using the Mbendjele’s knowledge of the environment and poachers’ 
whereabouts would hopefully lead to more effective control.

The aim was to equip and teach the pygmy volunteers to use data collection 
devices. They would record information on poaching by capturing photos or audio 
stories which would then be fed back to the ecosystem managers. There were many 
challenges, not least the security of the Mbendjele, but also illiteracy and functionality 
of hardware and software in the rainforest environment (weak GPS signal, lack of 
power source, lack of network connectivity not much wi fi in a jungle)!

The solution was to use a robust smart phone with unnecessary apps removed and 
loaded with a custom designed ExCiteS Anti-Poaching App plus a ‘Pan Charger’; a 
clever device that can transform the thermal energy of fire into electrical energy able 
to charge electronic devices whilst cooking the dinner!

The ExCiteS App uses a touch screen with pictorial icons for log in and data input so 
that illiteracy is not a barrier to using the device. A usb cable is used to download the 
information to provide a Google Earth plot to see the data pattern emerge as a piece 

of mapping. In the future the group hopes to refine the App and technology associated 
with synchronising the data, and improve the data visualisation, ie charts and maps.

 Rosie Duncan
Staffordshire University 

Mapping the Great Irish Famine
Michael Murphy - University College Cork

Along with fellow editors, Michael has produced another stonking good atlas, this time 
focusing on the Great Irish Famine of 1845 which had a profound and lasting impact 
on the Irish nation and across the world as more than 1 million people fled the country 
during that time. Famine was a common occurrence, but the famine of 1845 was 
particularly devastating.
 

Pictorial icons for 
inputting data



14

SoC Newsletter November 2012

Michael gave us a vivid insight 
into the history and cumulative 
problems that led up to the 
start of the famine how it 
progressed and the resulting 
impact of this tragic disaster 
through the illustrations and 
maps that have been so 
beautifully compiled for this 
atlas. It has been a huge 
cartographic project and, 
with circa 60 contributors, an 
enormous task for the editors.

From the origins of potato 
growing in the Andes and 
subsequent reliance upon 
the potato, the tracking of 
blight from New York in the 
merchant ships and the 
impact upon the population of 
Ireland - decimation of under 
fives, destitution, exodus and 
emigration to all parts of the 
globe, leaving derelict homes 
and dispersed communities; a very moving story.

The Atlas had a high profile launch including politicians Mary McAleese and Mary 
Robinson on 18 September. 
 

Rosie Duncan
Staffordshire University 

Delegates Session 

- an opportunity for delegates to share a work project or personal piece of 
research.

Global Spaces: Food Production
Ben Hennig - University of Sheffield

Food security is a potent issue together with climate change  and the ubiquitous need 
for sustainability makes Ben’s current project especially pertinent.  He is mapping 
agricultural landuse across the globe using the gridded cartogram method developed 

A new book on the Famine 
contains more than 200 maps, 

colour illustrations, photos, 
facsimile letters and documents 

to explain what happened 
more completely than ever . . . 
contains text by more than 60 
contributors, mainly historians, 
academics and other experts. 
The combination adds up to a 

deeply insightful book.
Monday 3 September 2012

http://www.independent.ie/
national-news/new-book-

paints-most-complete-picture-
yet-of-great-famine-3217265.

html
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in his PhD research. The maps show ‘global food spaces’ 15 millon km2 of cropland and 
28 million km2   of pasture/grazing which means 34% is being used for agriculture. It is 
very important to understand the geography through the use of maps when considering 
food security and its relation to environmental threats and natural disasters. Ben went 
on to mention the relationship to water scarcity and how analysing the mapping helps 
to identify areas of risk.

Quantum GIS V1.8.0 on MAC, PC, UNIX & LINUX
Michael Shand - University of Glasgow

Mike gave a brief resumé of this GIS software which is freely downloadable (80mb) and 
an easy to use alternative to expensive packages like Arc GIS and Map Info.
Although I had good intentions of trying this out for myself, sadly I have not had the 
time. He told us that it is simple to bring in GPS vector data and easy to use for those 
familiar with Illustrator. He gave the example of training he had been doing for vets in the 
Philipines where affording traditional software was beyond their reach.

Rosie Duncan
Staffordshire University

http://www.qgis.org/

UCL buffet lunch
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Session 7

Using 7 Scenes for Mobile Scenario-based Training for 
Firefighters
Brian Quinn - RMIT University, Melbourne

This was an interesting talk about studying the use of a real-time visualisation system 
to help train firefighters for bush fire scenarios, as a possible future training tool which 
will hopefully save lives and reduce the large costs incurred from bush fires. The system 
was set up and used in the Hanging Rock area of Victoria, Australia to be used by the 
local fire department who are mostly volunteer firefighters.

During actual bush fires, a real time fire mapping and prediction system is used in 
conjunction with aircraft taking infra red aerial images to find hotspots. The data is then 
added to ArcMap for output.

The initial study looked into theories of games and game design with regard to their 
psychological aspects and impacts on participants. The exercise was created based 
on the initial study results.

The exercise consists of a combination of real 3D models of the 
local area and the 7Scenes mobile storytelling platform to create 
the visualisations for the volunteers on the ground. People walk 
through the area and find markers which trigger static or dynamic 
visualisations. Each marker has a common task, and once they 
arrive at a marker they can use a mobile or a tablet to play the 
visualisation.

During the exercise, the organisers can see an overview of the 
area including the location of all the markers, the GPS tracks of the 
volunteers and where/when they accessed the visualisations. The 
location-based multimedia content can be adjusted to a suitable 
level of difficulty to aid learning.

The 3D models were created in CrysisWars - a first person shooter 
computer game - which contains a fire propagation system, to 
simulate the spreading of the fire during the exercise. 7Scenes was 
used to link the markers, the volunteers and the scenario together 
on the ground. During the exercise the GPS tracks are overlaid onto 
Google images and maps.
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After the exercise Global Mapper is used to check and 
correct the GPS tracks, while Geotime is used to visualise 
the movement over time and find the active zones in 
relation to the visualisation points.

People being used in the test are gadget orientated rather 
than specifically academics and there is a high pass mark 
so not many passed the exercise, although some of the 
more experienced people didn’t need the visualisations 
but passed anyway.

Overall it is an interesting way to 
combine mapping and technology, 
and it will be interesting to see where 
the combination leads to in the future.

Stuart Gill
University of Coventry

What’s Neo?
Steve Chilton - Middlesex University

As our final session at Summer School 2012, Steve Chilton gave an introduction to 
Neocartography.  Steve defines neocartographers as those not from traditional mapping 
backgrounds, who make maps for their own use.  This is frequently accomplished using 
open source mapping tools and open data.  An important part of the data available to 
these individuals is achieved through crowdsourcing.  This being the act of sourcing 
data by asking groups or communities to collect specific data – perhaps one of the 
earliest examples of which was the Longitude Prize finally won by John Harrison for 
discovering a means to measure longitude.  Of course we are all very familiar with 
the more recent example of Open Street Map - people from all walks of life getting 
out and about with their GPS units and a notebook before transferring their findings 
to a central database.  Steve showed us a slide from the Haiti earthquake response 
mapping project which showed an excellent use for these crowd-sourced maps.  The 
map produced enabled rescuers to safely navigate the danger spots and see those 
areas that were safe.  Other examples show that there are not always enough data 
available yet to complete these neomaps, but this is improving.  
One of the problems of crowdsourcing is quality control and it 
would appear that there is now new software designed just for 
this task (called CrowdSynth) that combines human-gathered 
data with computational agents to balance out any inaccuracies.

Steve went on to talk about ‘The Cloud’ using the example of 
the Iceland volcano maps showing the extent of the real (ash) 
cloud and the disruption to flights.  Cloud computing is (I 
believe) basically a multitude of computers being used for one 
task to make that task faster and more efficient.  You can now 
use software stored in ‘The Cloud’ that means you don’t need 
to download it to your machine, and that everything works a lot 
faster. Software examples given were TileDrawer and Amazon 
EC2 along with Arc GIS which can now be accessed online.  This 
all makes it easier for ‘The Crowd’ to create this neocartography.
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 Of course there are many uses for each set of crowd-sourced data.  This mainly 
consists of the instant result versus the analytic.  The example given was of the maps 
produced of Olympic medal winner locations, and then the more in depth per capita 
cartograms that appeared in The Guardian.

Steve closed his talk by asking whether we were “all mapped out?”.  Of course his 
answer was a resounding no!  There is so much more to be done and we are only just 
beginning to grasp the possibilities of these newer methods of data collection and 
usage.

Elanor McBay
Freelance Artist/Cartographer

Workshops

Illustrator Clinic 
Stuart Gill - University of Coventry

Stuart Gill presented an excellent overview of the new features in Illustrator’s CS6 
version and highlighted their time saving benefits. For example, he demonstrated that 
the pointer on an arrow line can now be adjusted to either start or stop at the end of a 
line, thus eliminating the tedious task of altering the line’s length. Stuart also showed us 
how the weight and profile of a stroke is easily manipulated to facilitate drawing rivers. 
The ability to change the gradient shading of a line enables line boundary shading, 
which is particularly useful for drawing contours and coastlines. There are also new 
pattern options and Stuart showed us how it’s simple to create and save your own 
patterns, which would, for example, be beneficial to geological mapping. The new 
version also enables the user to open and work with multiple art boards, a particular 
advantage in creating inset maps. Stuart mentioned that the new image trace function 
is best used for photos because there is no text recognition, so for tracing maps one 
would be best recommended to use ArcScan. Stuart encouraged our questions and 
offered his advice generously. The only improvement could have been a larger screen 
or projector to follow his precise steps but all in all it was a great run through of several 
new features, which allowed the audience to investigate later. 

Catherine Hartley
Technical University of Munich

How to use OSM data
Harry Wood - placr.co.uk

Harry encouraged us to get involved with the OpenStreetMap project and demonstrated 
some of the applications that can be used to devise your own differing map styles 
using the same universally available data. One option is to do a planet download where 

the zipped file for all the world’s OSM data is 22Gb, and 
at the other end of the scale specific smaller areas can be 
downloaded directly within OpenStreetMap, but this is only 
really recommended for small areas at large scales. For 
specific urban areas the Metro Download is worth a look 
(http://metro.teczno.com): this offers downloads in various 
formats – Harry recommended PBF as a good all round non-
lossy format.  Throughout the demonstration Harry referred 
to the helpful OSM community and the very useful Wiki Page 
to refer to for help and advice (wiki.openstreetmap.org/
wiki/Main_Page).  For a fuller explanation with much more 
technical detail and many more useful links, visit Harry’s 
blog about his workshop here: www.harrywood.co.uk/
blog/2012/09/06/workshop-on-using-openstreetmap-data/

Jamie Quinn
University of Plymouth

Flow diagram of 
the OpenStreetMap 
compilation process
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MapBox/TileMill
Andy Allan - Freelance developer

This workshop was focused on demonstrating the features of TileMill for designing 
interactive maps with custom cartographic styles.  TileMill is an opensource project by 
MapBox and is available on a range of platforms including Windows, Mac and Linux, 
and can be downloaded at http://tilemill.com. Based on Mapnik, TileMill is rendering 
software that uses CartoCSS, a styling language very similar to CSS web design.
Andy first provided an introduction into Mapnik and TileMill. He highlighted the change 
TileMill has made to map production, from what was a more laborious method of editing 
XML files to make changes to your map design, to a much simpler method, where edits 
can be instantly seen on the map.
The main section of the workshop was a TileMill tutorial, starting from the extraction of 
some London allotment location data from the London Datastore.  The data was in a 
CSV format and imported directly into TileMill.   Style rules could be set and instantly 
reviewed on the map, such as changing the size and colour of the point symbols, 
modifying the symbol size based on the zoom level and adding a ‘teaser’ to provide 
interactive information when the user hovers over a feature on the map.   Andy added 
some geographic context to the map by adding a shapefile road layer downloaded 
from OS OpenData and then modified the road widths and colour based on the road 
type stored within the layer’s attribute table.   Finally the export options were reviewed 
ranging from PNG, PDF, SVG or uploading it onto the hosting service provided by 
MapBox.
The workshop concluded with an overview of the recent new features within Mapnik/
TileMill.  This includes features such as new image filters that can create blur effects, 
vertex converters for line smoothing on the fly and data-driven rendering that can be 
used to generate proportional marker symbols.  Andy successfully demonstrated a very 
simple, attractive and powerful piece of opensource map design technology which is 
well worth giving a try.

Ian Truckell
Cranfield University

Visits

British Library Map Room - Tom Harper
The British Library’s St Pancras home, opened in 1998, is the largest public building 
constructed in Britain in the 20th century, and among its holdings are 4,500,000 items in 
the National Map Collection. In a visit lasting an hour and a half, we could only expect to 
see a tiny proportion of the many cartographic treasures but we were not disappointed 
by the selection shown to us by Tom Harper.

While showing us these items, Tom also alluded to some of the issues currently being 
considered by the staff of five map curators. Is it preferable to store large maps flat or 
rolled? To what extent should readers be allowed to handle fragile materials? How many 
readers can be accommodated in the reading room when maps sometimes take up a 
lot of space? Should some items only be available 
digitally? Should the use of cameras be permitted? 
As well as looking after the current holdings and 
cataloguing the legal deposit material, there is a 
limited budget for acquiring maps to fill gaps in the 
collection.

Tom is curator of antiquarian (pre 1900) maps and 
his first two selections demonstrated the vast range 
in size and format covered. First a tiny, fragile, early 
paper globe and its case were brought out of tissue 
paper from a protective box. Then a proof page 
from the recent Earth Platinum Atlas by Millennium 
House was unrolled; at 1.8 x 1.4 metres, this is 
the largest atlas ever produced and one of the 31 
copies is held by the BL. We were shown the first 
known example of an atlas page printed in colour 
from wood blocks, produced in Strasbourg in 1520 
by Johannes Schott. We also saw hand-drawn 

Traditional transport for 
our Summer School 
Sightseeing tour of 

London

SoC members pore 
over British Library 

treasures
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maps like the original surveys of Britain produced at 2 inches 
to 1 mile in the late 18th and early 19th centuries; these large, 
fragile sheets were given to the BL by the Ordnance Survey in 
the 1960s.

Other beautiful examples selected from the collection were 
fair-drawn maps of Newfoundland produced from Captain 

James Cook’s survey of 1767, and the Queen Mary atlas commissioned from Diego 
Homem in 1540 as a gift for Philip II, depicting myths, legends and coats of arms on 
vellum sea charts. More unusual items were maps printed on silk by Waddington (the 
producers of games) during World War II to aid allied troops in enemy territory, and one 
of about 65 relief maps covering the World War I western front produced by the OS in 
1917 by cutting around contour lines and sticking the pieces on thick card to give a 
better representation of the landscape.

Having started our tour at the top of the building in the Map Seminar Room, we were 
taken down eight floors to basement 4 to see the vast storage facility which extends 
under the front courtyard. Then it was time to thank Tom for an excellent, if all too brief, 
view into the world of maps at the British Library.

 Claire Ivison
Kingston University

London Transport Museum “Mind the Map” exhibition 
- Michelle Brown

A group of delegates from the Summer School visited the ‘Mind the Map’ exhibition at 
the London Transport Museum, walking from UCL to the museum via Stanfords, the 
famous map shop.
On arrival, we were expertly guided round the exhibition by museum curator Michelle 
Brown. Highlights among the 200 maps and artworks included Harry Beck’s original 
designs for the iconic Tube map, illustrated poster maps by MacDonald Gill (younger 
brother of Eric Gill who had worked on the development of the Johnston font used 
by TfL) and a series of new commissions by contemporary artists including Simon 
Patterson, Susan Stockwell and Stephen Walter. Susan Stockwell’s large world map 
created from used transport tickets was particularly impressive, and we could have 

spent hours poring over Stephen Walter’s intricately 
constructed maps.

I found it slightly unnerving to recognise a very familiar 
cover design for a 1960s bus map and then realise that it 
is actually a few decades old and worthy of a place in a 
museum – how time flies!

Available from the museum shop, the exhibition-
accompanying book London Underground Maps – Art, 
Design and Cartography places the Tube map and early 
decorative poster maps within the context of popular 
culture, art and social history. It would make a great 
Christmas present for anyone interested in cartography or 
London Transport.

Ed Oliver 
Queen Mary University of London

Harry Beck’s 
map of the London 

Underground
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Wallis Award

THE NITTY GRITTY GUIDE
Mapping today for tomorrow has to be one of the most rewarding of occupations. I am 
overwhelmed and humbled to be the recipient of The Wallis Award 2012 from the Society 
of Cartographers and thank all who were involved with this decision.  My appreciation 
also goes to my fellow Award applicants, as we are all winners in creating history.

They say ‘Life is a journey’, however, I have learnt to appreciate this journey can be 
made easier with one of those age-old treasures – a map or a guide!  The creation of 
the Nitty Gritty Guide is a consequence of a number of reasons.

How fortunate to have a father who was a Captain and Master Mariner in the Merchant 
Navy, an exceptionally travelled man, also my mother who had the opportunity to sail 
around the world with him.  Their wealth of knowledge and experience continued to 
encourage me to travel and ultimately create the Nitty Gritty Guide.

Having often travelled alone, maps became important – knowledge is power and 
if I looked as if I knew where I was going then I didn’t appear so vulnerable!  Local 
knowledge, valuable tips and a feeling of the soul of the city was either absent or 
difficult to find.  I wanted a simple and real picture and outline of the area, which was 
approachable, friendly and useable.  When I discovered something useful I thought that 
should be on a map and accessible to all, hence the creation of the Nitty Gritty Guide!

By literally walking the streets, researching and experimenting in various forms I 
eventually found the solution, drew drawings that resembled the buildings, only drew 
specific roads I required and went to print.  I discovered marketing and promoting 
something I had created extremely difficult and quietly kept my stock boxed, with the 
exception of one copy – and that was the one my dentist bought, and that broke the 
spell!  I found some local retailers who stocked the guide and consequently Stanfords 
and Waterstones contacted me wishing to sell the Nitty Gritty guide!  The University 
of the West of England invited me to create a bespoke guide for their students, to be 
part of the welcome pack. Lloyds TSB, Mr Jeremy Topp, then sponsored the guide, 
distributing as ‘freebies’ on their freshers stand.  The BBC invited me for interviews and 
the Bristol Evening Post newspaper printed an article.

Meanwhile, I had applied to the BBC 2 Dragons’ Den, series three, as the producer, Mr 
Stuart Ellis, believed Nitty Gritty had enormous scale and scope.  This was an emotional 
experience. However, through this, Mr Bill Johnson of the Society of Cartographers 

Danny Dorling 
(Society President) 

presenting the 
Wallis Award 

to Anneliese Pritchard
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contacted me, requested copies and later invited 
me to join the Society and display the guide at the 
2007 Annual Conference hosted by Portsmouth 
University.  This I attended.  What a fantastic 
experience – meeting fascinating professors and 
cartographers – way out of my league!  When asked 
whether I was a geographer or cartographer, or an 
artist or graphic designer I had to honestly reply – 
No!  Their interest, kindness and consideration I 
have to say I found exceptional.  I would like to take 
this opportunity to truly thank Mr Bill Johnson, Dr 
Michael Wood OBE, Mr Steve Chilton, Dr Alexander 
Kent and Mr Tim Fearnside, amongst other SoC 
Members, for all their encouragement.

Negotiations with Lloyds TSB led to them wishing 
to sponsor the Nitty Gritty Guide to all 66 UK cities, 
targeting students – this was sadly abandoned 
owing to the desperate economic climate.  Due to 
the recession I acquired a part-time position with 
the local Clifton Little Waitrose store, whereby they 
subsequently retailed the guide and sponsored the 
reverse side.  Not only am I a partner with Waitrose 
/ John Lewis Partnership, I am also a supplier!

In other editions Nitty Gritty sponsored Avon and Somerset Police by donating the 
space on the reverse of the guide with their advertisement for volunteering and building 
closer community relationships.  Similarly, sponsorship was given to the Samaritans, 
which complements the ethos of the Nitty Gritty Guide.

Earlier this year Nitty Gritty Guide received an award from Bristol Fairtrade Business 
Awards presented by Mr George Alagiah OBE of the BBC.  The Agency for the Legal 
Deposit Libraries hold copies of the Guide, as requested by law for present and future 
generations.  I am also a member of the British Cartographic Society.

Other cities are in the creative process and the Guide and business is quietly evolving, 
with the aim to keep it accessible, inexpensive and ultimately freely distributed via 
schools, universities, transport networks and places of interest.  Nitty Gritty Guide 
has now launched on Facebook and will hopefully be converted to applications and 
embrace this technological and digital age we have before us.

I thank you, Society of Cartographers for The Wallis Award 2012, a source of great pride 
to me.

Anneliese Pritchard
Nitty Gritty Guide

Commission on Neocartography
Drawing on Psychogeography -GPS, photography and the 
new-map
Graham Hooper

Graham Hooper took the neocartography talk down the path of psychogeography 
with more emphasis upon the emotive response to place and space. His lightning talk 
consisted of a slideshow featuring photos he proposed to be considered as new maps. 
He then contrasted these with the strict nature of old maps, by suggesting that new 
maps are challenging, interactive and engaging. Graham hinted at a democratisation 
of mapping and also map appreciation,  suggested that new maps do not contain 
legends and keys and thus don’t require “unlocking”. He argued that some new maps 
such as Google street view are still old maps disguised by their new technological 
functionality. On the contrary, a truly new map in his opinion is “sensory, behavioural 

St. Paul’s at night
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and subjective”. Graham presented a project from Stuttgart where pedestrians were 
asked to draw a map of the city on their hand. The results were then photographed and 
reproduced in a fold-out paper style challenging the conventional city map.

Intriguingly, Graham’s website (felpham.ishappynow.com) takes the name “Felpham” 
from a town near Bognor Regis, of which he discovered old pictures dumped in a skip. 
William Blake, considered a forefather of psychogeography, lived in the town for a few 
years and apparently disliked it so greatly, that for Graham it now holds a peculiar 
magic, such that he never intends to visit the town himself! 

The audience was invited to create a new map by taking part in his current sonic 
mapping project. The results can be found on his website. The talk was extremely 
thought provoking as to what one defines as a map and I would therefore highly 
recommend viewing the presentation online.

Elanor McBay
Freelance Cartographer/ Artist

CARTOGRAPHIC RAMBLINGS
Google Gangsta Map
This must be one of the weirdest map ‘mashups’, the map shows the route extracted 
from the song lyrics indicating the territory of a gang in Los Angeles!

IN THE NEWS

Why moderrn maps put everyone at the centre of the world
BBC News - Home
12 October 2012

Simon Garfield is questioning the loss of spatial awareness that maps can engender. 
We listen to the sat nav and watch the pulsing spot on our electronic devices without a 

thought for what lies just 
beyond the screen or 
away from the dictated 
route.

I frequently scorn people 
who don’t have an atlas 
in their car and tell me, 
“Oh but I don’t need one 
I have a Sat Nav”. I am 
sad to think what they 
might be missing in the 
surrounding landscape, 
lacking curiosity to know 

Simon Garfield asks:
With new GPS 

technology, it is almost 
impossible to get lost 
nowadays. So how will 

the death of paper maps 
change the 
way we live. 

Read more here:
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/

magazine-19908848

Warning: Bad language

http://oddculture.com/
weird-news-stories/

google-gangstat-map-
ice-t-midnight/
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what lies beyond their tunnel vision of the road ahead.

Simon Garfield writes wistfully about the ‘map makers’ of the past, what a different 
breed they are today -

‘These are not people traditionally charged with representing our landscape with carefully 
plotted co-ordinates and contours, and with recognisable symbols and important 
landmarks. The new maps are gridded by technicians and pixel masters, who may be 
more concerned with screen-loading speeds than the absence on a map of certain parts 
of, say, Manchester or Chicago.’

Simon Garfield questions the loss of their cultural significance and the loss of our visual 
memory for landscapes as we become so reliant on the digital devices.

South Pacific Sandy Island ‘proven not to exist’
BBC News - World
22 November 2012 
‘A report of a South Pacific Island shown on marine charts and world maps as well as 
Google Earth and Google maps, does not exist, Australian scientists say.’

As I was driving home 
this news item made 
me laugh out loud. I 
instantly had a vision 
of some mischievious 
A n t i p o d e a n 
cartographer amusing 
themselves on a Friday 
afternoon by adding a 
non existent island to a 
remote area of ocean . . 
.  who is going to check 
and it being so very 
small and obviously 
uninhabited . . . I bet his 
name was Alexander!

Why did Apple drop Google’s maps on the iPhone and iPad?
Charles Arthur, Guardian
5 November 2012 
This article provides a concise Q&A to the complexities of this question.

Although Apple is now getting the benefit of location data from users, and is 
rolling out improvements to Maps, it is discovering that mapping is one of those 
thankless tasks: people don’t thank you when it’s right, but criticise you when it’s 
wrong. And getting it right, in a timely fashion, is extremely difficult and expensive.

India and China row over new map in passport
BBC World News
23 November 2012

New Chinese passports contain a map which 
is showing two areas as belonging to China 
- the north-eastern Indian state of Arunachal 
Pradesh and Aksai Chin area in eastern 
Kashmir which belong to India. Various other 
countries in the region are also in dispute with 
the Chinese interpretation of their territory.

Contributed by Rosie Duncan

Read more here:

http://www.bbc.
co.uk/news/world-

asia-20442487

and from a blog . .   .

http://googlemapsmania.blog-
spot.co.uk/2012/11/the-man-
responsible-for-googles-non.

html?spref=tw

http://www.guardian.co.uk/
technology/2012/nov/05/

apple-google-maps-iphone-
dropped

Read in more detail:

http://www.bbc.co.uk/
news/world-asia-in-

dia-20459064

Simon Garfield is a journalist 
and author of ‘On The Map: 

Why the World Looks The Way 
It Does’
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SOCIETY NEWS
Prestigious Research Award for Ben Hennig
SoC Committee Member Ben Hennig has just received the German Study Award (or 
Deutscher Studienpreis, as it is more correctly called) for his PhD research. The award 
ceremony took place on 6 November in the Parliament Buildings in Berlin. The Award 
was presented to the laureates by the president of the German Bundestag Norbert 
Lammert, and there was a short ceremony with some speeches as part of the official 
event (in German). He was accompanied to the presentation by SoC President Danny 
Dorling, who was his supervisor. Also supporting him were Danny’s wife Alison (also 

a cartographer), and Nick Bax and Daniel Fleetwood of the design company Human 
Studio, who Ben has worked with recently. He also kindly invited me to attend, in 
recognition of the support the Society has given him over time, but sadly the logistics 
did not work out such that I could be there. Danny reported that “despite the fact that 
I do not understand German, I could tell that Ben got the most laughs of all those who 
spoke at the event, although he may have been saying something about the weather in 
England! Ben’s award puts mapping at the top of German Science again.”

The following is the citation for the award. Please note that it is from a German website 
that has been auto-translated, with minimal editing to hopefully make it read sensibly. 
The original is at: http://www.koerber-stiftung.de/wissenschaft/deutscher-studienpreis/
preistraeger/2012/benjamin-hennig.html

An atlas of humanity in the 21st century 
Maps have offered spatial understanding to people for centuries. They are very 
accurate, but often show only the surface of the earth. The globalized world has 
many more dimensions - but how can they be visualized? This question was 
asked by Benjamin Hennig in his PhD dissertation. He developed a mapping 
method by which the physical space can be associated with substantial social 
or scientific data. These raster-based maps enable transformation and optical 
distortion of conventional maps. Each grid cell shows an indicator (such as 
population density or poverty) and is assigned a value that varies in size. These 
visualizations make complex connections intuitively accessible and yet remain 
geographically accurate. 

Benjamin Hennig graduated from the University of Cologne, studying geography, 
sociology, traffic science and soil science. He then worked as a research assistant 
at the Department of Geography at the University. For his PhD, in the Department of 
Geography at Sheffield, he was awarded a studentship from the Leverhulme Trust. Since 
completing his doctorate in September 2011 he has been employed as a research 
associate at the University of Sheffield, working on poverty and social inequality in 
London. 

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Ben’s current research work 
(referred to in the citation 

above) can be viewed at: http://
www.londonmapper.org.uk/

BT Tower at night
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SoC Conference 2013
Staffordshire University

Stoke-on-Trent

?

Science Centre

Summer School 2013

Venue: Science Centre, Staffordshire University, Stoke-on-Trent. The Science Centre 
was officially opened in October this year housing state of the art laboratories, IT, 
lecture theatres and teaching rooms. 

Team 2013: Rosie Duncan & Christine Dover - we look forward to welcoming everyone 
to Staffordshire and especially OSMers so thay can put our new Science Centre on their 
map!

Email: Rosie.Duncan@staffs.ac.uk
Web: http://www.soc.org.uk/soc2013

        : @CartoSoC

        : facebook.com/SocietyofCartographers

OBITUARY

Roy Boud
Published 15 June 2012, University of Leeds website:

We are very sorry to let members know of the death, on 21 May 2012, of Dr Roy Boud, 
former Cartographer in the Department of Earth Sciences, Leeds University.

Dr Boud was appointed to his post in 1966, having previously worked in a similar 
capacity for the Ordnance Survey and the Institute of Geological Sciences. Dr Boud 
was held in high esteem in his profession, serving as the Chairman of the Society of 
Cartographers from 1970 to 1975. He published a number of significant papers on 
the history of geological maps and mapping; in 1989, he was awarded the British 
Cartographic Society’s medal and prize for published research. Dr Boud retired in 1991.

EVENTS

6 December 2012
Mapping Showcase 2012
Venue: Lord’s Cricket Ground, St John’s Wood, London NW8 8QN 
Contact: Fiona Cocks
Email: fiona@londonmappingfestival.org
Telephone: 01223 880077
Website: http://www.londonmappingfestival.org/
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Mapping Showcase 2012, organised by the London Mapping Festival, is a full day, 
commercial exhibition with sit down masterclass streams dedicated to the diverse 
range of mapping-related technologies and  services available in the marketplace.
 

Whether you’re involved in  CAD, GPS, GIS, cartography, navigation or any other role 
that utilises mapping in one form or another, this is the event to attend. You can come 
along at any time during the day for FREE, see a wide range of exhibitors and listen 
to industry experts that cut across the wider mapping community – all under one roof.

‘Maps and Society’ Lectures
17 January 2013
‘Terrestrial Mapping in a Time of Maritime Expansion: Portuguese 
Cartographies of Persia and Armenia in the 16th–17th Centuries’.
Speaker: Dr Zoltan Biedermann, Birkbeck College, University of London

7 February 2013
Maps and Native North America
Speaker: Jonathan King, Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, Cambridge

28 February 2013
Harry H. Johnston and the Mapping of Africa, 1880-1915
Speaker: Amy Prior, Institute of Geography, University of Edinburgh

14 March 2013
“One damned thing after another”: Mapping Britain’s 19th Century 
Wars
Speaker: Crispin Jewitt, Cartographic and Topographic Materials, British Library

25 April 2013
‘Later Roman Cartography: A Non-Ptolemaic Approach’
Speaker: Dr Jesse Simon, University College, Oxford

16 May 2013
‘Early Sino-Korean Atlases in an Enduring East Asian Cartographical 
Enterprise’
Speaker: Dr Vera Dorofeeva-Lichtmann, Chargée Recherche, CNRS-EHESS, Paris
Venue: Warburg Institute, School of Advanced Study, University of London, Woburn 
Square, London WC1H OAB
Time: 17.00
Admssion: Free and each meeting is followed by refreshments.
Contact: Catherine Delano-Smith or Tony Campbell Telephone +44 (0)20 8346 5112
Email: info@tonycampbell.info
Website: http://www.maphistory.info/warburgprog.html

Oxford Seminars in Cartography
31 January 2013 
The Military Survey of Scotland (1747-1755): a family affair? 
Speaker:  Rachel Hewitt (Wolfson College, Oxford)

For further information 
see: http://www.

londonmappingfestival.org/
whats-on/

SoC members leaving 
the British Library 
after a visit to the 

Map Room during this 
year’s conference
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2 May 2013 
“Everything is related to everything else, but near things are more
related than distant things” : a cartographic genealogy of globalism.
Speaker: Jerry Brotton (Queen Mary, University of London)
Time: 5.00pm to 6.30pm 
Venue: University of Oxford
Centre for the Environment, South Parks Road, Oxford, OX1 3QY
Contact: Nick Millea, Map Librarian, Bodleian Library, Broad Street, Oxford, OX1 3BG
Email: nick.millea@bodleian.ox.ac.uk
Telephone: 01865 287119
Web: http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/guides/maps/

21 February 2013  
TOSCA Field Trip - “Mapping the Spheres”: a visit to Oriel College
Library and Archives
Details: (Space limited on the field trip - for further details, please contact:
nick.millea@bodleian.ox.ac.uk or 01865 287119)

24 January 2013
UK GeoForum 2013 Annual Lecture
Time: 18.00 - 19.00. Refreshments will be served from 1730.
Venue: RICS (Lecture Hall), 12 Great George St, SW1P 3AD
Contact: Please pre-register by email.
Email:  cmallett@rics.org.
Website: http://www.ths.org.uk/event_details.asp?v0=359
Free admission and open to all. Non-members welcome to attend.

Cambridge Seminars in the History of Cartography
26 February 2013 
How were maps produced? A look at old and new surveying 
methods
Speaker: Chris Burgoyne, Dept. of Engineering and Emmanuel College, Cambridge
Venue: Old Library

7 May 2013 
National Grids: Some twentieth-century cartographies of energy 
production and transmission
Speaker: James Purdon, Jesus College Cambrifdge
Venue: Gardner Room
Time: 17.30
Address: Emmanuel College, St. Andrew’s Street, Cambridge CB2 3AP
Contact: Sarah Bendall
Email: sarah.bendall@emma.cam.ac.uk
Telephone: 01223 330476

30 June - 5 July 2013 
The 25th International Conference on the History of Cartography
Venue: Helsinki, Finland 
Website:  ichc2013.fi<http://ichc2013.fi>

The registration for the participation in the conference is now open! The early (and 
cheaper) registration is open until February 15, 2013. http://ichc2013.fi/register 
We are looking forward to welcoming you in Helsinki!
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25 - 30 August 2013 
26th international Cartographic Conference
From Pole to Pole
Venue: Congress Centre, Dresden, Germany
Contact: Sylvia Neumann
Email: info@icc2013.org

END NOTE

Once again a great Summer School, this year at UCL has provided a good mix of 
reports for this Newsletter; thank you to all the contributors. 

The successful Mapping Showcase event last year is going to be repeated at Lord’s 
Cricket Ground on 6 December, so hopefully those of you that can get there will have a 
good time networking.

It was decided by the committee at our meeting in September to move to two Newsletters
each year. The spring edition will be out towards the end of May to include full information 
about next year’s Summer School which is to be hosted by Staffordshire University 
being organised by me. I have already begun scouting for interesting speakers so if you 
would like to be added to my list please get in touch. 

Meanwhile the season’s greetings to all.
Ed

Next edition May 2013

Conference website:
http://www.icc2013.

org/?node=1

Ed . . . complete with 
South African face paint, 

added extra at Moyo 
restaurant in Cape Town!
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SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS
Minutes of 48th Annual General Meeting

University College, London

Monday 3 September 2012

Members present: 26.

Apologies:   T. Absalom; H. Browning; S. Eglinton.

The meeting opened at 5:11pm

1. Chair’s Introduction
Chair, Steve Chilton, welcomed all present to the 48th AGM of The Society of 
Cartographers Ltd. and thanked the Committee for their work during the year.

2. Minutes of the 47th AGM held at University of Plymouth, Monday 5 September 2011 
and matters arising.

There were no matters arising and the minutes were adopted.
Proposed:  Stuart Gill  Seconded: Jenny Kynaston
The minutes were duly signed by Chair, Steve Chilton.

3. Society Reports  (full reports presented to AGM and published separately)

 (a) Hon. Secretary’s Report
 (b) Hon. Treasurer’s Report
 (c) Bulletin Editor’s Report  (including Newsletter, Bulletin Subs.)  
 (d) Membership Secretary’s Report

In answer to a question regarding the Accounts, it was stated that Plymouth Summer 
School Account had yet to be finalised and printed so will appear in the next set of 
Society Accounts.

Chair, Steve Chilton called for acceptance of the reports en bloc.
 Proposed: Miles Irving Seconded:  Alex Kent

4. Election of 2012-2013 Committee

No new nominations had been received for the following posts; all were willing to stand 
again for re-election:
  Chair:   Steve Chilton  
  Hon. Secretary:     Mike Shand 
  Hon. Treasurer:  Heather Browning 
  Membership Secretary:   Jenny Kynaston
  Bulletin Subs. Manager: Miles Irving
  Bulletin Editor:  Alex Kent
  Newsletter Editor: Rosie Duncan 
  Publicity Manager: Steven Eglinton  
  Committee Member: Stuart Gill
  Committee Member: Ben Hennig
                                                                      
The above nominees were duly elected en-bloc to the Society Committee for 2012-13.
Proposed: Jamie Quinn Seconded:  Mike Murphy
 
5. Any other business duly notified
There being no other business, Chair Steve Chilton thanked those present for attending.
Meeting closed at 3:28 pm.

Mike Shand
Hon. Secretary
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Honorary Secretary’s Report 2011-12

The past year began with the Annual Summer School held at the University of Plymouth.  
Thanks again go to Tim Absalom, Brian Rogers and Jamie Quinn and their colleagues 
for providing delegates and the Society with another successful Summer School.

The 2010-11 Wallis Award for ‘excellence in cartography’ was awarded to Alison Davies 
for her series of maps produced for Stoke City Council.

Two committee meetings were held during the year, one at the University of Plymouth 
and one at University College London.  One Summer School Half-Bursary was awarded 
in 2011.

Unfortunately I have to inform the Society of the death of Dr Roy Boud former 
Cartographer in the Department of Earth Sciences, Leeds University.  Roy was a long-
standing member of the Society and held the post of Chairman from 1970 to 1975.  

Finally, offers are always welcome for hosts for future Summer Schools.

Mike Shand
Hon. Secretary

Honorary Treasurer’s Report, September 2011-12

AGM - The Society is in a good financial position. To date the Society has available 
funds of £20,475 excluding any costs incurred relating to the Summer School. When the 
independent examiner has approved the accounts they will be posted in the members 
only area on the website. A draft of last year’s accounts is submitted to the meeting. I 
would like to make the following points:

1.) the income for the Manchester Summer School appears in the year 2010-2011, 
whilst the expenditure appears in the year 2011-2012, this was because of the delay in 
receiving the invoice for payment

2.) the Manchester Summer School incurred a £2,000 deficit

3.) deposit payment of £811 was paid to UCL for this Summer School

4.) reduction in travel costs for committee members is due to the timing and the location 
of the meetings

 Heather Browning
Hon Treasurer

Membership Secretary’s Report 2011-12

This past year I have spent maintaining the membership details database, welcoming 
new members, answering enquiries and chasing non-payers or those with incorrect 
payment details for their subscriptions.
On 3 September 2012 society membership stands at 156 members including 6 honorary 
members. This is a decrease of 13 members since September 2011 (7 requested and 
6 removed as not paid accrued fees) and an increase of 15 new members.

There are 15 members who have outstanding 2011 and 2012 fees. An invoice has been 
sent for both years. These members have not received the current bulletin. There are 
14 members who have outstanding 2012 fees. An invoice has been sent. There is 1 
request to leave the society in 2013. 

Please contact the membership secretary with any changes in your details such as a 
change of address.

Jenny Kynaston
Membership Secretary
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Bulletin Editor’s Report 2011-12

Volume 45 of the Bulletin was printed in May 2012, with a good range of articles from 
within and outside the Summer School held in Plymouth last year. The delay in publi-
cation was due to an increased workload, due to staff sick leave. Thanks are due to 
Steve Chilton and Ben Hennig for compiling the Computers in Cartography and Events 
sections respectively. This was the last Reviews section to be compiled by Bob Parry, 
who has done an admirable job in keeping this a thriving aspect of the Bulletin over 
the last few years. Stuart Gill has agreed to take over from Bob and Ben Hennig has 
agreed to compile the Computers in Cartography and Events sections from now on. An 
appeal for more Bulletin material from members was made and it was anticipated that 
good contributions from the Summer School at UCL and following ICA Neocartography 
workshop would ensue.

Alex Kent
Bulletin Editor

Newsletter Editor’s Report 2011-12

Looking back over the last 12 months, three Newsletters have been published online  
in November, April and July available to members only. It has increased membership 
awareness. I wish to make a note of thanks to Steve Chilton for punctual delivery of 
his contribution on each occasion, Claire Ivison for her role as proof reader and Tim 
Absalom for getting the Newsletter out there on the website.

It was decided at our committee meeting in July that the Newsletter would be published 
twice a year from now on in November and May. The May issue would provide a 
publicity platform for the conference and get information to members sooner than has 
been provided by the July issue.

I would welcome comments from the membership on any aspect of the Newsletter and 
contributions to content are always welcome.

Rosie Duncan
Newsletter Editor

Bulletin Subscription Manager’s Report 2011-12

Volume 45 of the Bulletin was despatched in May 2012 to 78 subscribing institutions/
organisations.

Volume 46: Invoices were sent out in May of this year. The current situation is as 
follows:

•	 31 paid,
•	 7 outstanding,
•	 3 complimentary,
•	 28 potential subscriptions ‘in the pipeline’,

giving a total of 69 subscribers identified for Volume 46 at this point in time.

There have been 7 cancellations since Volume 45; one requested by a subscriber, five 
non-renewals through agents and one removal due to non-payment for Volume 44.

Outstanding invoices will be followed up in October, which will include a reminder 
letter for those with outstanding Volume 45 subscriptions.

Tim Absalom
Bulletin Subscription Manager


