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Editorial

This issue of the Bulletin comes to you under difficult circumstances. Apologies for its late arrival, but I took over as 
Acting Editor early in 2018, with almost a blank contents file. Thankfully, after some concentrated networking a set of 
promises to submit papers began to emerge. To me, the status of these contributors and the quality of their submissions 
show the place the Bulletin has in an increasingly crowded carto journal market.

As I sat down to write this editorial I started thinking about what themes are current in cartography today. Thinks 
open source, crowd source, ephemeral maps, viral maps, visualisations and dynamic mapping, new mapping software 
developments and tools, and deeper map/landscape interpretation. Working recently on choosing the content for the 
book, Cartography: A Reader, that celebrated 50 years of the Society of Cartographers, emphasised how the SoC 
Bulletin has always reflected current issues in cartography. Looking into the content of this issue of the Bulletin I am 
confident that the authors have addressed many of those current themes. Furthermore, there is, as always, a practical 
slant to the papers presented to you here. 

The Bulletin does tend to rely on articles being included from the previous SoC conference, and this issue is no 
exception, with four articles that were first submitted as presentations at the joint SoC-BCS conference in September. 
They have all been revised by their authors for the written form. These four can effectively be put in two categories of 
topic. Bill Cartwright and Aliya Ryan have written on what might be broadly termed ‘indigenous cartography’, whilst 
Paul Naylor and Isabel Williams both explain their work on visualising data, at the Ordnance Survey GeoDataViz team 
and on a PhD at Newcastle University, respectively.

What is really encouraging is the other papers that came in following my request for submissions. Jiri Panek is 
a colleague I have met, and work with, through the International Cartographic Association (ICA), and his paper is a 
fine example of developing and sharing an online participatory mapping platform. Paul Hesp is another international 
contributor, who is also writing as an interested geographer rather than a cartographer. He has produced a fascinating 
article on his thoughts on the logic of landscape, and discovering the local environment through maps.

The final two papers are from regular Bulletin contributors. Peter Vujakovic and colleagues have written on 
their work on the sense of place that children get from maps, part of the ‘meaningful maps’ project. John Davies and 
Alex Kent give a ‘brief illustrated overview of the Soviet military mapping programme, which was probably the most 
comprehensive (and significant) cartographic project of the twentieth century’, and resonates in the current political 
climate in which Russia’s moves and motives are even more cautiously being watched.

It is pleasing to see such a range of authors giving their different points of view via the Society’s Bulletin. There 
are geographers, academics, researcher, and cartographers writing for the Bulletin, and through their writing also giving 
a ‘voice’ to often under-represented groups, such as children and indigenous people. As a bonus there are some very 
relevant reviews of new publications, including two new and important cartography texts and the revised BCS booklet.

So, thanks to all the authors and reviewers for submitting you work and for it being of such quality. As Editor my 
work here is done. Although it is not done, as I am now off looking for potential contributions for the NEXT issue of 
the Bulletin. Please contact me if you have something to contribute.

Steve Chilton

Biographical note
Steve Chilton is Chair of the Society of Cartographers, and currently also the Acting Editor of the SoC Bulletin. His 
formal career as a cartographer is now a former career, having recently retired from Middlesex University. He keeps 
his eye on the carto-ball with his work for SoC, occasionally giving papers at SoC and ICA, and pursuing a long-term 
research project on early Ordnance Survey maps. In his spare time he bakes bread, coaches athletics, and is on a 40+ 
year project to summit all the Wainwrights. He is also the award-winning author of three books on fell running, and 
can be found blogging on a variety of topics at: https://itsahill.wordpress.com/

The editor wishes to point out that the views expressed in articles and reviews are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the Society of Cartographers.
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