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From The Chair

Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

A

short piece from me this time around,
as I am busy on SoC-BCS matters,
editing the Bulletin and being part
of the upcoming joint conference committee.
Discussions are continuing with BCS about
our joint futures. Miles and I met with Richard
Carpenter (the new BCS President) and
Ken Atherton before Christmas and talked
through developments since the SoC AGM.
This resulted in a 4-point plan to try to bring
a better coming together about which is up
for further discussion with SoC Committee
and BCS Council. The Committee, and subcommittee of Miles and myself, are working on
this and will report back as soon as possible.
The Committee are considering a proposal at
the AGM to reduce the quorum requirement.
The Bulletin and Newsletter Editors have both
recently stood down for personal reasons. I
would like to thank Gwilym and Stuart for the
work they have put in to keep the standards
of both publications at the high level we have
achieved. This has caused a few problems
in production for both publications, but by
pulling together the committee has got this
newsletter out and a Bulletin is shortly going
to press.
Details on the upcoming joint conference with
BCS (entitled The UK Mapping Festival) are
on the opposite page of this newsletter and on
the SoC website. There is still time to submit an
abstract for the formal part of the programme.
You can also get a feel for the last conference
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from the reports on the sessions included in
the newsletter.
I would like to formally welcome the incoming
SoC President, James Cheshire, who is profiled
in the newsletter, and also thank the outgoing
President, Danny Dorling, who became
President in 2008. In that time Danny has
served us exceptionally well. He has always
been there when we needed him, and has
been wise council to me, and I now count
him as a good friend. He has always been at
the conference and AGM, frequently given
relevant papers, and happily chaired sessions.
At the conference last year he was awarded
the Society Award, only the sixth recipient in
just over 50 years. The award is given for an
‘outstanding contribution to the Society of
Cartographers’, which he has certainly given.
A weblink gives details of the award. www.soc.
org.uk/the-society-award
I am looking forward to the UK Mapping
Festival and hope to see as many as possible
of you there, supporting your Society.
Steve Chilton
Email: chair@soc.org.uk

UK Mapping Festival 2018
2-7 September
ILEC Conference Centre,
London
see website www.soc.org.uk/summer-schoolconference
This year’s SoC conference will be a unique
collaboration between those who create,
distribute, use and enjoy maps in all their
forms. Organised jointly with BCS, it will
involve professional bodies, learned societies,
government agencies, commercial companies,
educational bodies, interest groups and
enthusiasts, working to put on a series of events
during the week of 2nd – 7th September 2018.
The overall aim of the festival is to increase
awareness of mapping in its many forms,
providing forums for learning how to use
maps, training in the latest techniques for
creating, managing and displaying maps
and educating young and old into the great
diversity and rich heritage that are maps past
and present.
The festival will be run over the course of 6 days
with a number of different events and activities
planned. The Festival will take place in London
and the main site will be the ILEC Centre near
West Brompton. Outside of the ILEC centre
there will be other events at a range of venues
across London, some educational, some social
with plenty of fun activities inside and out to

encourage the next generation of map users
and makers.
The formal conference presentation sessions
will be held at the ILEC Centre, London on
the 5th September 2018.

Call for contributions:
Submissions are invited for papers for the main
conference sessions. Contributions should fit
within the following themes:
•
Mixed Reality
•
Geo Data Visualization
•
Community Mapping
•
Accessible Maps
•
Open Cartography
•
Maps in the Capital
•
Education
•
Public Transport Mapping
•
Geological Mapping
•
Journeys and Vacations

Those interested in making a contribution to
the conference should complete the following
online form [www.soc.org.uk/summer-schoolconference] and submit by Friday 30 March
2018.
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SoC-BCS Conference 2017
Reports

T

he 2017 conference took place at
Redworth Hall Hotel, County Durham,
from 5th to 7th September, with about
100 attendees.

Talks Session 2:
Historical Mapping

Mapping Hull’s history
in its year as UK City of
Culture
Giles Darkes

Redworth
Hall Hotel

It was a very well recieved event, The venue was
a stunning 17th century Jacobean Manor House
and hosted fantastic facilities all 30 minutes
from Durham city centre. The Programme was
a varied and wide ranging mix of workshops,
presentations and debates as well as the usual
networking and socializing opportunities. The
Wallis award was won by Ken Field for his entry
entitiled ‘Trump’s Ties’ you can read all about it
on page 14. Prof. Danny Dorling also received
the ‘Society’ Award at the annual dinner see
page 19. A selection of the reports follows.
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G

iles introduced a new addition to the
‘Town and City Historical Maps’ series
of maps, designed to celebrate the
designation of Kingston-upon-Hull (frequently
shortened to Hull) as UK City of Culture 2017.
Founded in the 12th century by monks who
needed a port to export the wool from their
estates, Hull is situated where the River Hull
meets the Humber Estuary. It was bought in
1293 from the church by Edward 1st, who
recognised its importance as a strategic
military centre. It was strongly fortified over
the next few years, and the newly constructed
city wall was key to defining the shape of the
growing city. It was further fortified in later
years by Henry VIII, but these additional
fortifications were soon eradicated by the
development of the city as a trading centre.
This brought great wealth to the city, and
was the main driver for development in the
town until the growth of manufacturing and
industry in the 19th century.
The map uses x6 1928 Ordnance Survey
1:2500 sheets as a base and background, with
medieval and post-medieval detail added on
top. The base is contextually vital, but to avoid
visual conflict has been faded back. There is

also an attempt to show certain types of landuse such as railway, factories and warehouses
seen as fundamental to the development of
the city, and an indication of the considerable
defensive fortifications of which there is now
little on-the-ground evidence remaining. It’s
an interesting product providing an clear
insight into the spatial development of the city.

until time (and space) was found to undertake
the daunting task.

a sample of the chimney map

An extract from the Historical Map of Hull,
showing the City Hall and, behind it,
the course of the old River Hull

A Clean Sweep: the
Conservation of the
Chimney Map
Claire Thomson

T

he second paper in this section
described some of the painstaking work
undertaken by Claire Thomson and her
team at the National Library of Scotland. It
centred around the discovery some years ago
of a world map stuffed up the chimney of a
house in Aberdeenshire. Consequently dubbed
the ‘Chimney Map’, it identified as the work of
Dutch engraver Gerald Valck. Produced in the
late 17th Century, it measures 2.2 x 1.6 metres is
one of only three copies of the map remaining.
The scale of the required restoration meant
that it had remained untouched for some time

Claire led us through 200 hours of dry
brushing, gentle ‘hoovering’, humidifying,
separating into 8 original panels, soaking,
washing, drying, realigning and mounting.
Working on such a precious artefact was a
significant responsibility, and just to add to
the pressure she must have felt the process
was filmed in order to both have a record
of the procedure and to promote the map. I
was left in awe at the powers concentration
and patience needed to undertake this
kind of project. Appropriately the restored
map is currently on display at Castle Fraser
in Aberdeenshire - on the very Estate in
which it was found stuffed up a chimney.
by Tim Absalom
University of Plymouth
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Talks Session 3:
Current Affairs

criticism by displaying well over 150 of the
year’s worse maps and diagrams in rapid
succession. Colour scales were more garish

The cartography of
current affairs: a
geopolitical perspective
Peter Vujakovic

P

eter Vujakovic kicked this session with
an update on his long running surveying
of maps in newspapers, comparing
several months of national reporting in 1999,
2009 and 2014. He showed a slight decline in
reporting on war, but said that this is mainly
a result of the particular years chosen. What
was new more recently was a series of maps
purporting to show the range of missiles that
could be fired from North Korea. Almost
Breitbart’s presidential election results map
invariably newspaper cartographers used
map projections upon which circles were not then ever; rainbow scales were even extended
actually showing the ranges because distance beyond the range of the visible spectrum, the
on this projections was not proportional to use of symbols was more confusing than ever
distance around the globe. Even the New before in some internet only creations. North
Scientist produced such a misleading map.
Korea featured again. But in the end a map by
Breitbart news suggesting Trump had won a
Fake Maps. Period.
majority of the votes almost everywhere in
last year’s presidential election was among the
Steve Chilton & Ken Field
favourites to be put forward for the society’s
Steve Chilton and Ken Field then brought grommit award for worse map of the year.
proceedings to a new height of cartographic
by Danny Dorling, Oxford University

Map of London filming locations, making it
bigger does not make it any clearer (better)
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Gromit is back

Talks Session 4:

Topographic Mapping

The Great Lines
Karen Rann

It’s a hill, get mapping it
Steve Chilton

T

he Thursday morning session was
nominally about topographic mapping,
but was really about relief mapping.
First off, I took the stage to talk about the
origins of various methods of depicting relief.
The pitch was that it may not be realised by
a casual map user how long ago some relief

An example of Karen’s Map
Karen Rann’s talk was entitled ‘The Great
Lines’ and she explored the history of the
invention of contour lines, a subset of the
subject of the previous talk. While there
are many contenders for ‘first map’; her talk
focused on Charles Hutton, creator of the first
survey with enough data (from a 1770’s survey
of the mountain Schiehallion) to ‘accurately’
add contour lines to a map.

Nice T-shirt!
representation methods were devised. What
even experienced map users (and maybe even
cartographers) may not realise is that not only
did the different techniques appear earlier than
they may have thought, but also that they were
not developed in the order that they might
think. It was a very tentative stab at delineating
a development chronology in a very murky
subject.

Schiehallion mountain
By Steve Chilton
SoC Chair
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Talks Session 6:
Data Visualisation

encompassing and using visualisation
techniques effectively.

Visualising Data:
Cartographic Design to
Exploring Digital
GeoDataViz - An Evolution Methods for Mapping
and Visualising
Paul Naylor, Ordnance Survey
Interpretations of
he final session in the programme Cultural Heritage Sites

T

was on Data Visualisation. First
up was Paul Naylor who explained
something of the changes taking place at
Ordnance Survey, where he works in the new,
and funkily titled, GeoDataViz team (GDV).
It was interesting that in setting up the team
they had consulted with some of the existing
players of note, including the Financial Times
and ONS. Paul admitted that they use QGIS a
lot – significantly its time filter for animations.

Isabel Williams

The second speaker was Isabel Williams, from
Newcastle University. She argued that “digital
technologies are profoundly changing the
world in which we live, making it increasingly
important to consider the opportunities new
digital mapping techniques offer to commercial,
academic and government organisations”. She
has been using GIS for exploring the design of
new methods of data visualisation. She thought
we should be looking at the bigger picture,
which is communicating knowledge, and also
using the benefits of combining quantitative
and qualitative data. Her message was also to
engage with ‘big data’ as well as your open data,
and seek to “map the unmappable”.

Where does the map end
and a visualisation start?
Gary Gale
Paul Naylor explains the changes taking
place at the OS
They were starting to work with start-ups where
appropriate, using the example of FLOCK,
whom they worked with on drone flight risk
assessment mapping. Another example was
supporting Smart Cities in Manchester, using
a dark background map. Coming soon will
be the GDV Toolkit, including such tools as
a colour palette helper. It was an interesting
presentation on the way cartography is
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Finally, Gary Gale of Malstow Geospatial took
the stage to ask “where does the map end and a
visualisation start?”. Gary blogs, proudly telling
us that he has done so for 2 years longer than
Google’s Ed Parsons! Always entertaining, he
informed us that he is lacking in visualisation
skills. He proceeded to show some good and
bad examples of visualisations. They went
through quite quickly, but I did note down:
The Big Mac Index; 5 years of drought from
Adventures in Mapping; and an animation
of surveillance planes over New York – all of

which provided a different perspective on their
subject matter.

Hello I’m Gary
He then had a few map rants against the “just
put it on a map” attitude that some have. Some
serious bad examples were shown, before he
drifted into mapping sex toy use, and maps
that had rude body part shapes in them. An
excellent end to a really interesting session that
neatly wrapped up a fine conference.
By Steve Chilton
SoC Chair

Newsletter
Contributions
Welcome to the March issue of the SoC
Newsletter.
The Newsletter is published twice a year and
designed for digital distribution via the Society’s
website. Hard copy versions of the Newsletter
are available on request.
Contributions to the Newsletter are welcomed
from all our readers. Please email all copy and
photographs to:

newsletter@soc.org.uk
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New society president

about JAMES CHESHIRE

Dr James Cheshire is a Senior Lecturer at
the University College London, Department
of Geography and Deputy Director of both
the ESRC’s Consumer Data Research Centre
and the UCL Q-Step Centre. He is co-author
two critically acclaimed books - London: The
Information Capital and Where the Animals
Go.

In 2015 James won The British Cartographic
Society Award, the John C. Bartholomew
Award for Thematic Mapping and The
Stanfords Award for Printed Mapping with
‘London: The Information Capital’

In 2017 James was the recipient of the Royal
Geographical Society’s Cuthbert Peek award
‘for advancing geographical knowledge
through the use of mappable Big Data’ and
in 2018 he won the NACIS Corlis Benefideo
Award for Imaginative Cartography with coauthor Oliver Uberti.
His research interests span the use of large
spatially referenced datasets in the social
sciences and he has published in a range of
journals on a variety of topics including the
use of cycle hire schemes, the spatial analysis of
surnames and new ways to visualise population
data.
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James receiving his second BCS Award for
‘Where the Animals Go’ from outgoing BCS
President Dr Alex Kent in 2017.

In 2017 James won The British Cartographic
Society Award and the John C. Bartholomew
Award for Thematic Mapping with ‘Where
the Animals Go’.

For thousands of years, tracking animals
meant following footprints. Now satellites,
drones, camera traps, cellphone networks, apps
and accelerometers allow us to see the natural
world like never before..
Geographer James Cheshire and designer
Oliver Uberti take you to the forefront of this
animal-tracking revolution. Meet the scientists
gathering wild data – from seals mapping
the sea to baboons making decisions, from
birds dodging tornadoes to jaguars taking
selfies. Join the journeys of sharks, elephants,
bumblebees, snowy owls and a wolf looking
for love. Find an armchair, cancel your plans
and go where the animals go.

March 2018 | SoC Newsletter
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Cartography: A Reader

Edited by Steve Chilton and Alex Kent
ISBN 978-0-9930089-0-0
Celebrating the 50th anniversary of the founding of
the Society of Cartographers, Cartography: A Reader
presents a special selection of over 40 papers from the
archive of The Bulletin of the Society of Cartographers,
the Society’s respected international journal.
Arranged chronologically, the book charts the key
technological and theoretical developments of
cartography from the 1960s to the present through the
work of leading authors such as Danny Dorling, Peter
Haggett, Henry Castner, Martin Kemp, Peter Vujakovic
and Michael Wood.
The papers are complemented by a series of new essays
written by editors Steve Chilton and Alex Kent which
set these major advances in their wider context, from
SYMAP to OpenStreetMap and from the models of
cartographic communication to critical cartography.
With 300 pages packed with colour and b&w
illustrations, the unrivalled format and superb value
make Cartography: A Reader an excellent introduction
to the subject for students, mapmakers and for all with
an interest in maps and mapping.
The book is available from the Society at the special
price of only £12 (free P&P to UK) at www.soc.org.uk
March 2018 | SoC Newsletter
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Trump’s Ties

Some background to
the 2017 Wallis Award
winning entry

Edited (with permission) from Ken Field’s
blog posting, which was published on 6
March 2017

I sourced a load of reference material and relied
on the way proper, talented artists handled the
caricatures then I began sketching an ensemble
piece. Here’s what happened (three random
stages).

Like many people (and pretty much everyone
I know) the shift in politics in 2016/17 has
me at times hopping mad and, on a good
day, just plain baffled. As a Brit living in the
U.S. I watched Brexit from afar, safe in the
knowledge that having seen the UK take one
for the team, the American voting population
wouldn’t make the same mistake. Alas, that
hasn’t happened and day by day we’re subjected
to lies, chaos, tweetstorms and utter bullshit
from the Trump Presidency. Can anything
good come of this situation?
Well yes... it prompted me to pick up my
pencils, pens and paints for the first time
in many, many years. I work every day with
computers to make maps. I haven’t drawn for
so long, but I’ve been getting restless to give it
another go. Chatting to Craig Williams at work
one day we thought a little about some classic
map satire and this sketch on my whiteboard
plotted the way ahead.

14
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It is a 15 by 11 inch serio-comic map following
the long-established approach of many
cartographic satirists through history. Most
notable among those is Fred W Rose, who
drew many in the late 1800s. Perhaps most
famous for his Angling in Troubled Waters
[http://mapdesign.icaci.org/2014/04/mapcarte104365-angling-in-troubled-waters-a-seriocomic-map-of-europe-by-fred-w-rose-1899/],
he also drew many maps with the tentacles
of an octopus stretching out across Europe.
I also like the work of Robert Dighton whose
caricatures are wonderful, particularly in his

series Geography Bewitched [http://mapdesign.
icaci.org/2014/02/mapcarte-43365-geographybewitched-by-robert-dighton-1795/].
With apologies to Rose, Trump’s Ties uses
the famously scotch-taped red neck tie as
the tentacles of the metaphorical octopus
spreading across the globe. The first month
of Trump’s Presidency has provided an obscene
amount of obscene material and there was
no problem filling in the map. Thanks also
to Linda Beale and Edie Punt for some great
ideas for content. No space for sea monsters
or dragons on this map.
I enjoyed this process. Getting back to
drawing was cathartic. There’s something very
fulfilling about the creative process and, also,
the method of crafting something unique by
hand. My computer allows me to iterate out
all the mistakes I can find on my digital maps.
This was far more challenging because it had
to be built and there was no room for error

once the ink and paint started to be applied.
And I had an immense amount of fun trying
to cram all sorts of visuals in. There’s even a
cartographic homage to Ortelius but Kellyanne
on a couch, Pence’s own personal email server
and travel ban Mk II will have to wait until
the next one because I ran out of room. That’s
amusing in its own right ... the map is already
out of date as the list of banned countries has
changed.
Most maps I make I give away. This is a little
different. I had thought of producing a limited
edition but after careful thought I’ve decided to
make it available via Imagekind (who handle
all of the printing and shipping logistics). It’s
$20.88 for a 15” x 11” print on enhanced matte
paper. I make a small royalty on each which
will be donated to the ACLU Foundation
[https://www.aclu.org/]. You can purchase a
print here [http://cartonerd.imagekind.com/
store/].
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50 hours later and here’s the finished result...

You’re seeing a lo-res watermarked version
of Trump’s Ties. You can see a medium
resolution version here [http://extrazoom.com/
image-80714.html].
I hope to make a few more but it would be nice
if it didn’t become a monthly series of Trump
inspired pieces. Frankly, the visuals would be
a lot funnier if they weren’t so true.
Source: http://cartonerd.blogspot.
co.uk/2017/03/trumps-ties.html

Ken Field
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Bulletin

The bulletin is one of the absolute pillars
of the Society of Cartographers, brilliantly
bringing together current research and
developments in cartography, and sharing
practical mapping examples. You might
think, ‘well, he would say that, being
chairman and having edited the bulletin
for many years’. But let me explain, with
three reasons why I say it.

Firstly, when Alex Kent and I took on the task of
producing a publication that brought together
the best papers from the first 50 years of the
Bulletin we had long discussions about what
to include and what not to. For size reasons we
had to leave out some really excellent papers,
and genuinely thought we could have justified
including more than we did. Cartography: a
Reader (CAR) is an excellent collection of the
best writing that was in the Bulletin over the
first half century of SoC, and is available at
the very reasonable price of £12 direct from
the website: (https://soc.org.uk/cartographya-reader/) or by entering the wordsearch
competition.

Secondly, people want to write for the Bulletin.
I took over as Acting Editor at the beginning
of 2018, inheriting an overdue issue of the
Bulletin, with no content in place. After a call
for contributions on 4 January I now have nine
promises of papers – all for an end of February
deadline. And not just any old papers. The
authors include a President of the ICA, a
Wallis Award winner, a President of the BCS,
and some very interesting new faces in the
cartography field. The range of topics is wide,
including: two on visualising data, two broadly
on indigenous mapping, two on tools/software,
and one each on participatory mapping and
(intriguingly) the logic of landscape. I look
forward to editing these as they follow in my
inbox after the first two, which are in and
edited.
Another important feature of the Bulletin
is the reviews section. This time round it
is a particularly strong selection of map,
atlas and book reviews that have been
commissioned. You may have noted that there
have been significant UK contributions to the
cartography ‘textbook’ genre recently. I am
very pleased to say that we have reviews of
three such publications, written/edited in each
case by prominent UK cartographers. These
are supplemented by one each of atlas, map
and book reviews.
So, thanks to all contributors, and reviewers. I
hope you will enjoy the Bulletin when it arrives
on your desk later this year. I am confident that
Volume 51 will keep up the excellent tradition
of a quality publication.

Steve Chilton
Acting Editor
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Wordsearch

Countries beginning with ‘S’ Find the
countries in this grid, plus find the country
not listed and you could win a copy of
‘Cartography: a reader’ send your answer to
info@soc.org.uk
It is a bit tricky, closing date 1.5.18 answers to
follow on carto-soc.
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SAN MARINO
SAO TOME
SENEGAL
SERBIA
SEYCHELLES
SIERRA LEONE
SINGAPORE
SLOVAKIA
SLOVENIA

SOLOMON ISLANDS

SOMALIA
SPAIN

SOUTH KOREA
SOUTH SUDAN
SRI LANKA
ST KITTS NEVIS
ST LUCIA
ST VINCENT
SUDAN
SURINAME
SWAZILAND
SWEDEN
SWITZERLAND
SYRIA

Dinner & Awards
Some of the highlights of the 2017 conference

Ken and Steve, present the 2017 Gromit
Award winners trophy (made of cheese)

2017 Wallis Award winner Ken Field
was pleased with his ‘winner’ badge. It was
agreed he could take it to America

Lively Awards presentations at Redworth
Hall Hotel

Danny receives a traditional ‘quaich’ as part
of his Society Award
Annual dinner

March 2018 | SoC Newsletter

19

Society Twitter
What3words (@what3words) @Mapyx has
integrated what3words into its maps to make
it easy for #emer gency #services and #police
to communicate exact locations. #GIS https://
hubs.ly/H0b5k7R0

Kenneth Field (@KennethField) - Fair bit of
data wrangling but finally...a 1 dot = 1 vote
dasymetric dot density 2016 Presidential
election map from @ArcGISPro. 65,844,61 blue
dots. 62,979,636 red dots. Count ‘em! (note:
this is just a rough screengrab, will webify &
make pretty) https://twitter.com/kennethfield/
status/970827334038237184

Topi Tjukanov (@tjukanov) Work in
progress: mapping 24 hours of NYC’s @
CitiBikeNYC bike share data. Data available
for download here: https://www.citibikenyc.
com/system-data https://twitter.com/tjukanov/
status/970697080279830528v

Nadia Belush (@nadiabelush) First lingustic map of the world https://twitter.com/nadiabelush/
status/970416463013179392
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In the News
some interesting news stories from the
internet sent in by members
Remarkable old Tube maps Guilty! How Google Maps judges
These maps show how London Underground
network has changed over the past 100 years
- Evening Standard.
https://tinyurl.com/y87rqr4k

Britain’s Courts , The search engine’s map
now allows you to review any business
building in the world – and the country’s
magistrates are taking a kicking
The Guardian.
https://tinyurl.com/ycgcvwhv

Mapping child poverty

Counter-mapping: cartography

Millions of children in the UK are living
in or on the brink of poverty, according to
a report from the Campaign to End Child
Poverty - BBC News.
https://tinyurl.com/52uumw

that lets the powerless speak. How a
subversive form of mapmaking charts the
stories and customs of those who would
traditionally be ignored – The Guardian.
https://tinyurl.com/yc8xjgxx

March 2018 | SoC Newsletter

21

QUANTARCTICA – Press Release

The Norwegian Polar Institute is proud
to announce the release of Quantarctica 3,
the latest version of its free, cross-platform
Antarctic mapping environment that combines
QGIS and high-quality Antarctic scientific
data.

Quantarctica 3 is the result of a two-year
dedicated development effort. Thanks to
the work of the Quantarctica Project Team,
Editorial Board, and feedback from hundreds
of Antarctic researchers around the world,
this version is Quantarctica’s biggest release
yet, adding:
•E
 ight new themes with over 50 new datasets
in over 100 new layers.
• New additions and updates to the pre-existing
Geophysics and Glaciology categories.
• The Quantarctica Data Catalog (http://
quantarctica.npolar.no/data-catalog), where
you can view preview images, metadata, and
citation information for every dataset.
• Northward expansion of Quantarctica’s
project boundary to 40°S, including
subantarctic islands.
• Improved and expanded basemap, terrain,
and satellite imagery layers.
• Updates, resolution improvements, and
stability enhancements to datasets from v1
and v2.
•
New features in QGIS and significant
enhancements to project stability, speed,
and usability.
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The QGIS and OSGeo communities have done
a tremendous amount of work over the years
that both directly and indirectly benefited
Quantarctica - and by extension, hundreds
of researchers on Earth’s most remote, poorly
mapped, and just plain weirdest continent. It’s
not only the active developments to QGIS that
have helped us - every time you submitted a bug
report, answered a question on StackExchange,
or posted a tweet showing off a new feature, it’s
let us know that we’re not alone, and there’s a
vibrant community out there that’s building
an open-source future for the world.
We are convinced that Quantarctica could
only exist, and be as popular as it is today,
because of you.
Visit http://quantarctica.npolar.no/ to
download the latest version. And please
consider sharing the news and your own
Quantarctica-made creations on social media#quantarctica, #qgis/@qgis , and @norskpolar
are good things to tag!
And as always, if you have any questions,
comments, bug reports, or cool maps, send
us an email at quantarctica@npolar.no.
On behalf of the Quantarctica Project Team
and the thousands of Antarcticans around the
world, Happy Mapping!

How maps are powering
the tech revolution
By Katie Prescott
Business presenter, Today programme
11 October 2017

Remember Hugh Grant’s bachelor pad in
About a Boy? This epitome of a cool central
London home has now given itself over to the
British map maker Ordnance Survey.
It’s the site of their start-up hub, helping young
companies which are using their mapping
technology. It’s a world away from Ordnance
Survey’s (OS) concertina’d, paper-based
business, but location, location, location still
matters here.

Where we are and where we want to go is at the
heart of so many of the world’s most innovative
businesses.
Think of Uber, Deliveroo, Airbnb, the
development of driverless cars, and drone
deliveries. All of these companies need location
data to power their software.
In fact there are very few sectors which don’t
rely on it. Some estimates say the global
market for core geographical information will
exceed $13bn (£9.6bn) by 2025, according to
consultancy firm Navigant.

Full story at https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/amp/business-41501533
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MAPZEN

Open source mapping
platform Mapzen shuts
down

On 2 January, Mapzen – the mapping platform
company lauded among developers and civic
hackers for its open source approach – declared
it would be shutting down at the end of the
month. And on 1 February, Mapzen-hosted
APIs were duly switched off.
Mapzen was founded in 2013 and was an open
source mapping platform company focused
on the core components of geo platforms. The
company increased the viability of attractive
open mapping through its provision of
tools covering every component of web
map creation, including searching, routing,
graphics, cartography and data. Mapzen’s
components – hosted on GitHub and written
in Java, JavaScript, Ruby and Python – were
used by OpenStreetMap, CARTO and Remix,
among countless others. In the succinct words
of Michael Schnuerle, chief data officer of
Louisville Metropolitan Government and
avid Mapzen fan, “they took stuff that was
complicated and made it easy to do.”
Mapzen CEO Randy Meech has thus far
declined to explain why Mapzen shut down
and theories on the start-up’s demise abound.
The most popular, of course, pertains to the
company’s profitability or lack thereof. As
Mapzen senior software engineer Dan Phiffer
recently explained in an exit interview with
Civic Hall, a New York civic tech news outlet,
Mapzen’s money was made via its metered API,
through one-off deals with organisations such
as Tesla, World Bank and Portland’s Tri-Met
and through the reselling of Mapzen services
via CARTO. But was Mapzen making enough
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money? The company was owned by a Samsung
subsidiary focused on research and funded
by the South Korean company’s incubator
Samsung Next. Mapping companies are not
cheap to run and it is possible Samsung simply
decided Mapzen was not worth its price tag.

So is Mapzen the cartographic canary?
Likely not. Despite the fall of Mapzen, our
industry has good cause for optimism. Time
for a few examples: in 2015, a consortium
of German carmakers purchased Nokia’s
mapping company HERE for $2.7 billion;
Uber has recently invested $500 million in
mapping technology in an attempt to break
free from Google services; and Mapbox has
recently received $164 million from a Softbankled funding round. The reassuring truth is
individuals, companies and governments
will always need locational data and ways of
organising it. Despite the fall of Mapzen, our
industry continues its merry growth.
Fortunately, all is open and all Mapzen code
and data was always designed to outlive the
company. Seemingly adopting a position of
strategic pessimism, many of the company’s
developers and hierarchy acknowledged
from the outset that open geo work tends to
be more durable than open geo start-ups. So
aside from the code that ran Mapzen’s metered
API system, each Mapzen service has been
designed to run effectively without Mapzen.
An open source repository for Mapzen’s API,
applications and documentation will remain

on GitHub (https://github.com/mapzen).
And Mapzen has produced a comprehensive
migration guide (https://mapzen.com/blog/
migration) which, in addition to explaining
how users can run their servers with the open
source projects that powered Mapzen services,
admirably lists alternative hosted APIs offering
similar functionality. For cartography and
vector tiles, the guide suggests Mapbox,
MAPCAT, Nextzen, Thunderforest and
OpenMapTiles. For routing and navigation,
it suggests GraphHopper, Project OSRM and
Mapbox Directions API. And for searching
and geocoding it suggests Nominatim,
OSMNames, geocode.earth, OpenCage Data
and Mapbox Search API.

location data, amalgamating aesthetics,
effectiveness and historical continuity.
Well done Mapzen, RIP Mapzen and thank
you for being so open and so awesome.

Paul Stewart

Mapzen’s places database project Who’s on
First (https://whosonfirst.org) and its transit
schedule data project Transitland (https://
transit.land) will continue to operate as spinoffs, and, the Mapzen team that created the
celebrated Valhalla routing engine will join
Mapbox to work on further routing challenges.
Mapzen was truly trailblazing. It rendered
many inspiring ways to visualise
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Society Notices

New Society Posts

‘Cartography - A Reader’

Steve Chilton has taken over as Bulletin
Editor replacing Gwilym Eades. Jenny
Kynaston has returned to the committee
and is looking after the publicity role.
Sadly Stuart Gill has decided to concentrate
on his studies and left the position of
Newsletter Editor vacant, the collective
committee have taken over for the time
being.

Support your Society. Order your copy today:

Thanks to both Gwilym and Stuart for your
hard work over the past few years.
James Cheshire is also our new president
taking over from Danny Dorling who formally
retired at the AGM in 2017. We all look forward
to having James as our president in the coming
years.

soc.org.uk/cartography-a-reader

Your Membership Details
All Members are requested to please
inform Membership Secretary Ian Truckell
(membership@soc.org.uk) on a regular basis of
any changes to your personal contact details
or e-mail addresses.
If you change your e-mail, please also
remember to Unsubscribe your old e-mail
from Carto-SoC before Subscribing with your
new one at:
soc.org.uk/carto-soc

Miles Irving
Hon. Sec.

Online Membership
payments using PayPal
It is now even easier to join the society or
renew your membership by using PayPal
within the online payments system at
soc.org.uk/membership.

Future Summer
School Conference
Venues
to be held in 2019 and onwards
Would you like to host a Summer
School Conference?
If so, please contact Steve Chilton
Email: chair@soc.org.uk
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Events

Geoplace Annual Conference,
Exhibition & Awards 2018
10th May 2018 , Edgbaston Stadium, Birmingham, B5 7QU
https://tinyurl.com/ybvuqhlf

The oxford seminars in cartography
Thursday 10th May. TOSCA Field Trip – Behind the Lines: frontline geographies, spatial
technologies and mapping First World War landscapes. Keith Lilley, Queen’s University Belfast
(Booking essential contact: nick.millea@bodleian.ox.ac.uk)
Thursday 14th June The future of Ordnance Survey - heritage or holograms, rambling or
robots? Nigel Clifford, Chief Executive Officer, Ordnance Survey.

Digital Geographies Symposium –
Justice and the Digital
Friday 6th July 2018 – University of Sheffield
https://opengeography.wordpress.com

GeoBusiness 2018
22-23rd May 2018 (free) Geospatial technology driving the next industrial revolution. The
geospatial event designed for everyone involved in the gathering, storing, processing and
delivery of geospatial information. Business Design Centre, 52 Upper Street, Islington,
London N1 0QH www.geobusinessshow.com

GeoDATA London
ILEC Conference Centre, 29 November 2018. GeoDATA 2018 is a FREE TO ATTEND allshowcase series of one-day events for geospatial innovation across the mapping community.
www.geoaware.info
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Editor’s Note

Miles Irving
Acting Newsletter Editor

I

I hope you enjoyed this edition and, as
always, comments are most welcome. So,
please send all newsletter related comments
and future contribution ideas to the following
email address: newsletter@soc.org.uk

NOTE: The Flip Versions of this newsletter
have been retired.

I must say a big thank you to all the reporters
for taking the time to create their reports and
everyone who helped with the content in what
turned out to be a very tight deadline - much
appreciated.

printed copy

See you at the next conference which promises
to be something very different with a week long
diary of events! If would like to be involved or
have any ideas (from Art to Zoo mapping) do
let me know.

if you would like a printed paper
copy of the newsletter, please
contact Miles Irving

£1

Email: info@soc.org.uk

please get in touch with us using any of the following:
Website - www.soc.org.uk
Email - info@soc.org.uk
Twitter - @cartosoc
FB - facebook.com/SocietyofCartographers
LinkedIn - linkedin.com/groups/Society-Cartographers-3089975
CartoSoC mailing list - www.soc.org.uk/cartosoc.htm
Society of Cartographers (SoC) | Charity registered in England and Wales
(No 326285) | Company limited by guarantee (No 05940023)
Registered Office: Society of Cartographers,
c/o UCL Department of Geography, University College London,
Gower Street, London, WC1E 6BT, UK
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