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London: A Life in Maps
Peter Whitfield
British Library, 2017 
£14-99

This book published 
by the British Library 
is a “revised and 
completely redesigned 
edition [which] offers a 
magnificent panorama 
of London’s history, 
and the lives of its 
people, over nearly four 
centuries”, having first 
been published in 2006. 
It contains over 100 
maps in its 224 pages. 
Many of the maps are 
from the British Library’s collection and are generally 
reproduced really well, although in some cases given too 
little space in favour of their accompanying text. 

The coverage is roughly chronological, with a latter 
section (the revision?) that seems to bring together topics 
mentioned earlier, or not in some cases, and some of which 
are out of sequence. But this latter section seemed patchy to 
this reviewer. For instance, there is considerable coverage 
of the Kings Cross redevelopment, but not of the area in 
and around the Olympic Park in Stratford. Similarly, the 
development of both the ring of main line rail stations and 
the tube system is discussed and maps shown, but not the 
innovative DLR system and the Crossrail development, 
which both surely are changing London dramatically. 
Balzagette’s sewer scheme gets a mention for its changes 
to the embankment of the Thames, but it was bigger than 
that and it would have been useful to get the bigger picture 
of the runout that goes by the Olympic Stadium to the 
Thames further east.

Some of the best things in the book are the detailed 
plans/sketches of those schemes that never actually 
happened. One good example is George Dance’s 1800 plan 
for a magnificent new double London Bridge terminating 
on both sides of the river in Italianate piazzas. When 
discussing, and illustrating, the later plans by Bressey and 
Abercrombie (that also didn’t exactly happen), Whitfield 
concludes by saying: “Should we regret the withering of 
these grandiose plans as great lost opportunities, which 
could have averted later traffic chaos? Almost certainly not, 

because the fallacy that underlay all of them was the failure 
to foresee that traffic volumes would rise remorselessly as 
long as they were allowed to.” But those two sentences, 
true as they might be, are indicative of the pitch that seems 
to be taken by the author. There is not enough discussion 
of the cartography OR the cartographers. There is a lot of 
history and not enough map history. Whitfield writes like a 
town planner rather than a carto-historian.

Despite that criticism, the book is an enthralling 
read which provided some fascinating insights into the 
development of London. As a North Londoner I was 
surprised to find out that Alexandra Palace (which was 
opened in 1873 to rival South London’s Crystal Palace) 
promptly burned to the ground sixteen days later, and 
was immediately rebuilt. This seems a strange precursor 
to the events of 1980 when it burned down again. Two 
other pieces of trivia caught the eye. First, that Regent 
Street was planned to link Regent’s Park with the Prince 
Regent’s palace of Carlton House, 1.5 miles away on Pall 
Mall. Ironically, after John Nash had built the park and 
the road, “the climax to the grand design was completely 
changed in the late 1820s, when the prince determined 
to move to Buckingham Palace and to demolish Carlton 
House.” Instead of ending at a Royal Palace, the new street 
ended at a flight of steps, leading down in to St James’s 
Park! Secondly, when Shaftesbury Avenue was built in the 
1880s it became home to half a dozen theatres, all for some 
inexplicable reason on the north side of the street.

Another story was intriguing, that of the Modern 
Architectural Research Group plan, which “envisaged 
huge raised arteries more than 200 feet broad crossing 
London at rooftop level, carrying trains and buses, while 
the streets below were to be handed over to private cars”. 
This resonated with the report, also in the book, of the first 
railway line in London being built in the 1830s, which 
was from London Bridge to Greenwich on a 4-mile long 
viaduct which still stands. Looking out the window with 
this knowledge on that very journey to the start of the 
first London Marathon in 1981 might have inspired your 
reviewer to similarly rise effortlessly above the streets on 
his journey from Greenwich back to the West End. As it 
was he struggled.

Although reviewing Whitfield’s book here, it seemed 
pertinent to compare it to other ‘London + maps’ offerings 
that have appeared in recent years. The two I have on my 
shelves are Simon Foxell’s Mapping London: making 
sense of the city, and The London Mapping Festival ‘book’ 
London in maps: a changing perspective. The former is a 
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heavy book of over 270 pages, first published in 2007 and 
retailing currently at around £15 for the paperback. It is 
beautifully produced (by black dog publishing) containing 
over 150 maps, with erudite linking text and captions. The 
London Mapping Festival book is a relatively lightweight 
200 pages with over 100 maps, and probably no longer 
available to purchase as the festival was 6 years ago now. 
In conclusion, of the two with a strong historical slant, 
Whitfield’s book contains more useful textual information, 
whilst Foxell’s has more and better reproduced maps. 
Having said that, this reviewer found more cartographic 
variety and excellence in the London Mapping Festival 
book, and not just because it is the only one to acknowledge 
the influence of the OpenStreetMap project on the mapping 
of London. [Disclaimer: other books of the mapping of 
London are also available.]

Steve Chilton

The Nine Lives of John Ogilby
Alan Ereira
Gerald Duckworth, 2016. £25

Having thoroughly 
enjoyed my History of 
Cartography module at 
University, I was keen 
to read and review this 
book that tells of much 
more than an early 
cartographer. It is a 
truly remarkable tale of 
a man who seemed to 
be able to turn his hand 
to many occupations, a 
skill that was perhaps 
vital in the turbulent 
17th Century. The nine 
lives being: dancer (and 
dance teacher), soldier, 
impresario, sea captain, poet, publisher, gentleman, secret 
agent and finally atlas maker!

The book is divided into two main parts – that of 
Ogilby’s life history – which also tells very much of the 
times he lived through and the characters who surrounded 
him and often supported him – and then the story of 
Britannia, the first road map of Britain.

Though the history is fascinating, the text can 
be cumbersome to read. It seems to often repeat itself 
and circle around a subject and is perhaps written more 
as a historical paper than a biography. I imagine it was 
a monumental task to uncover much of the detail of so 
many people and places in 17th Century Britain, Ireland 
and wider Europe, but it would be rather more enjoyable if 
the text could have been refined to flow a little easier. That 
said; the detail and history of the time carries the reader 
along.

Ogilby’s world is full of so many changes. As a child 
he travels with his parents to London from Edinburgh 
following the court of James VI of Scotland (and first of 
England). His father being a tailor to the court needed to 
follow his customers. However Scots were not welcomed 
in London and Mr Ogilby and his wife ended up in debtor’s 
jail where it seemed a very young John was covertly 
selling off family items of worth to feed his parents until 
he apparently won a lottery allowing them to be freed. It 
was perhaps this turmoil in his formative years that set him 
up for a life of so many vocations – adapting as he went to 
whatever came his way. Through it all he stayed a fiercely 
loyal royalist and even though he published what may be 
seen as royalist propaganda during the rule of Cromwell, 
he seems to have been clever enough to get away with it. 
It was John Ogilby who was responsible for the theatrical 
procession of Charles II through London ahead of his 
coronation – the reformation of the monarchy in 1661. 
Five years later in the great fire of London, Ogilby lost 
his books, printing house and home and it is said was left 
with only £5. It says much about his connections then that 
he soon was set up with a new career and on the path to 
producing his greatest work: Britannia. Even this seems 
shrouded in mystery and unanswered questions. The 
routes he chose to show don’t always make sense and it 
seems those he left out are as much a mystery as some 
he showed. They lead Ereira to conclusions about a King 
needing more control of his kingdom and a cartographer 
realizing his own power.

Elanor McBay 

The Human Atlas of Europe
Dimitris Ballas, Danny Dorling,  
Benjamin Hennig
Policy Press, 2017, ISBN 9-78-1447-31354-0

The Human Atlas of Europe, packed full of maps of the 
current and potential countries of the European Union, is 
being published at an interesting moment in the European 
continent’s political and social history. Its subtitle, “a 
continent united in diversity” highlights that this is a 
collection of maps that often show commonalities and 
differences on the same page, but, with the European 
Union project in something of a crisis, it is also perhaps 
a comment that maybe with maps, we can understand our 
neighbors better.

If you are familiar with the cartogram style of 
mapping that the authors have excelled in over the last 
few years – where the countries are distorted in an fluid, 
organic fashion – then you will be right at home with this 
atlas. All the maps are distorted one of three ways. Where 
intra-country data is available across Europe, countries are 
rescaled according to the population distribution in each 
one (so that cities bulge out), with a metric then appearing 
as the colouring on the map. Where a metric is available 
on a per-country basis, the country itself is distorted 
according to the metric value. Finally, a hybrid of these 
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two is used where data is incomplete for some countries 
– the countries are distorted by their overall population 
and then shading is used for the metric. Three reference 
maps – geographic, country-level population cartogram 
and gridded population cartogram – are provided at the 
beginning of the book, to illustrate the differences. A 
comprehensive set of notes and source information is also 
provided at the end of the book – the key sources being 
Eurostat, the World Bank and the UN/WHO. 

The cartogram effect is powerful when showing 
socioeconomic data, as it allows the metric, or the 
population, to get a fairer share of “ink space” than a 
regular geographic map. However it does require a bit of 
getting used to. Particularly noticeable is that the UK is, in 
a great many of the maps, bulging out, while the Nordic 
countries are shrunk right down, hardly visible apart from 
their serrated coasts. For Iceland in particular, it is hard to 
see the colour of the metric, as the country, due to its tiny 
population and complex coastline, just appears as a set of 
spikes. So it is good that accompanying each cartogram 
there is a “Top 5” list, and a “Bottom 5” list too, where 

relevant. For the population cartograms, there is also a 
key to indicate the meaning of the colours assigned to 
each area. For the metric cartograms, the shrinkage and 
expansion itself is the metric. 

As well as standard demographic indicators, the 
atlas includes some more esoteric measures – for example, 
Eurovision Song Contest total votes (the UK shrinks to 
almost nothing on this map!) There is also an inverse 
population cartogram, where lower population grid 
cells are enlarged. This is one map, a map of “European 
loneliness”, where Iceland and Scandinavia greatly expand 
and south-east England almost vanishes. 

Ultimately, once you are comfortable with the way 
the data is presented, then this is an effective and engaging 
atlas of Europe – one that simultaneously shows the 
variations across the continent while showing that many 
countries are really quite similar. It’s nice to have an atlas 
that has so much data, presented in this comprehensive, 
visual and uniform way, for so many countries across 
Europe. It is, indeed, a snapshot of a diverse continent.

Oliver O’Brien
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Treasures from the Map Room
Edited by Debbie Hall
Oxford: Bodleian Library, 2016 
224 pp (with 120 colour maps/illustrations) 
ISBN 978 1 85124 2504 £35 hardback

There have been several 
map books published 
recently that allow the 
reader to revel in the 
visual splendour of 
superb cartographic 
reproductions. Edited 
by Debbie Hall, Senior 
Library Assistant in 
the Map Room of the 
Bodleian Library, this 
beautiful volume is no 
exception, and really does belong on the shelf of anyone who 
enjoys maps. Although the sumptuous gold lettering on its 
cover and luxurious format combine to give a presence that 
is instantly appealing, the real jewels are to be found inside. 
In just over 220 pages, the book covers 75 specially selected 
examples from the Library’s impressive map collections. 
These are accompanied by accessible and informative 
descriptions that have been written by 27 contributors, 
comprising readers as well as current and former staff. 

The book’s organization into seven chapters (Travel 
and Exploration; Knowledge and Science; Pride and 
Ownership; Maps of War; The City in Maps; Maps for 
Fun; and Imaginary Lands) deftly avoids any hint of a 
long-winded chronological dawdle and instead provides 
a thoughtful thematic approach that both engages and 
entertains the reader. Each chapter begins with an 
overview of the leading motivations and inspirations 
within each theme before telling the unique stories of the 
maps. As might be expected, these include several of the 
Map Room’s showpieces, such as the medieval Gough 
Map, ‘the oldest surviving map of Great Britain showing 
a recognizable coastline and depicting a relatively faithful 
geographical representation of settlements and rivers’ 
(p.18), and the rectangular world map from the thirteenth-
century Arabic text, The Book of Curiosities, ‘the earliest 
world map to be annotated with names of cities’ (p.50). 
These are complemented by extracts of lesser-known maps, 
such as that commemorating the Battle of Fishguard, ‘the 
last invasion of Britain by foreign troops’ (p.118), by local 
mapmaker Thomas Propert (published in 1798), and the 
digitally restored copy of the Ordnance Plan of the Crystal 
Palace and its Environs (first published in 1864) that was 
reproduced by the Charles Close Society in 2010. Other 
highlights include NewcastleGateshead (2006) by artist 
Layla Curtis, the imaginative collage of extracts from 
topographic maps of countries around the world made to 
playfully reassemble the geography of the northwest, and 
a rare hand-drawn map of Narnia (1951) by C.S. Lewis, 
which he based on the geography of his native Northern 
Ireland. 

Overall, the book presents an excellent selection of 
maps and the quality of their reproduction is truly superb. 
The crisp detail of the engraving on the first ever sheet 
produced by the Ordnance Survey (which I consulted 
before the development of the fabulous Weston Library) is 
almost as breathtaking as I remember, and the vivid colours 
of Max Gill’s London Wonderground is balanced by the 
subtlety of William Smith’s ‘groundbreaking’ geological 
map of 1815. There is plenty here to satisfy the appetite 
and curiosity of both casual map reader and dedicated 
cartophile alike. My only warning is that if you intend to 
buy this book as a gift, think very carefully before you 
hand over your only copy. 

Alexander J. Kent

Walking Times Between  
Tube Stations
Transport for London. Free to download
http://content.tfl.gov.uk/walking-tube-map.pdf 

The London Underground has their iconic schematic 
Harry Beck’s Tube map that is rated in the top 10 of British 
design icons and is seen by millions of users on a daily 
basis. There has been over the year’s constant updates 
and additions and even attempts to change the layout but 
essentially it remains the same. 

Transport for London (TfL) have created an add-
on to this map by including walking times between the 
tube stations which is convenient if you are requiring 
approximate times between the stations on the same tube 
line. The times are denoted in minutes and are calculated 
on a moderate walking speed which is approximate 5 
kilometres per hour which is 3.1 mile per hour. The map 
only covers zones 1 and 2 as some of the stations outside 
the central London area have longer distances between 
stations. The aim is to get more Londoners exercising 
through walking as part of TfL commitment to get people 
to exercise a minimum of 20 mins per day.

As part of my daily commute I walk through central 
London so the map would not benefit me unless I was 
planning to walk to another part of London. The other 
difficultly with the map is that it gives no times if you 
want to deviate from the tube line route, as an example 
if I planned to walk from Russell Square Station on the 
Piccadilly Line to Goodge Street Station on the Northern 
Line through Bloomsbury there is no method for the map 
to display that to me (although I know through a secondary 
mapped source that it will take about 13 mins). Then 
there are the greater walking times when trying to cross 
the river Thames, if the user wants to walk from Canada 
Water Station to Canary Wharf Station it is indicated as 
a 144 minute walk. I presume the route would have to 
cross Tower Bridge although there is a far easier way 
by catching a ferry across the Thames at Nelson’s Dock 
to Canary Wharf Pier however it would cost money and 
technically you are not walking but it does cut down the 
time by 1 hour.
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Who do I see using this map? Any Londoner or 
visitor to the capital would benefit from having this TfL 
map as many of the distances between the central London 
stations are very short and it can be quicker to walk rather 
than taking the tube. It would be convenient to have these 
maps placed outside tube stations so if you find that the 
tube station is closed either on a strike day or another 
closure you can quickly ascertain the time it may take to 
reach your destination if you wish to walk.

Incorporating the same theme and design another 
recently produced map has been launched by TfL showing 
the steps rather the minutes between stations this is planned 
to help Londoners that see fitness as important and want to 
help guide them to reach their daily step goals. The overall 
aim of these type of maps is for TfL to make London one 
of the most walkable cities in the world and the maps will 
certainly help to promote and inform users of some of the 
walking possibilities. 

Nick Mann

London Cycle Map
Route Plan Roll. Free to download
https://londoncyclenetwork.files.wordpress.com/2016/ 
06/london-cycle-map-e28093-printed-map-design- 
v1-0-1.pdf

There is a familiar cartographic design and layout on the 
London Cycle Lane Map and is instantly recognisable to 
any Londoner, its style and appearance is akin to the iconic 
tube map. It has been developed and created by Route Plan 
Roll and is certainty a useful tool for the cycling community 
as a whole; whether you are a keen enthusiastic cyclist or 
you just fancy undocking a “Boris Bike” (Santander bike 
hire scheme) to navigate the busy London streets. 

The increase in the popularity of cycling in Central 
London over the last few years presents a real need for 
such a map. I can certainty see the many uses, where the 
regular London cyclist is interested in planning a route 
to a visit a different part of London that they may not be 
familiar with or just seeing where a particular cycle route 
starts and finishes. 

The map cleverly delineates between the Cycle 
Superhighways, Quietways and Radial Routes with a 
further indication whether these routes are protected, 
semi protected or unprotected from the London traffic. 
As you follow a route the street names that run along 
the cycle route are shown in a similar style to how tube 
stations would be shown on an underground map and all 
are colour coded, this is a delightful way to help navigate 
the cyclist along their desired route. There could be a 
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requirement for the user to refer to secondary mapping 
which would be vital as not all streets are mapped. This is 
not a problem if you were cycling and following one of the 
cycle superhighways as on the ground there are plenty of 
signage and in places the cycle lanes are painted similar to 
the blue CS7 route over Southwark Bridge. 

The map is centred on Blackfriars Railway Station 
where the CS6 and CS3 superhighways cross each other, 
from here the map specifies the radial distances at 10 
mins, 20 mins and 30 mins to help the user with travelling 
distances. This multi-layer approach on the map is very 
good, the user is required to study the map to gather all 
the information. The indication of the extent of the cycle 
hire zone area is another useful addition. I also like how 
parks are highlighted and the user can see whether cycling 
is allowed. The map that I printed had further useful 
information which the user may wish to refer to, these 
included an extensive list of cafes, bike shops, butchers, 
bakers and greengrocers for the different areas that were 
covered on the map.

The map was designed and created by Rich Cousins 
and Dermot Hanney and is an innovative and user friendly 
compact guide that can easily be fitted into the cyclist’s 
pocket. Route Plan Roll have an active blog where they 
have been developing other variations of the map with an 
emphasis on a new detailed South London Cycle Map. I 
am certain that as London’s cycle infrastructure continues 
to develop in the coming years the London Cycle Lane 
Map will also be developed and updated. 

The Route Plan Roll mission statement is ‘to 
encourage and support those who wish to travel by their 
own free wheels’ this map undeniably delivers in an easy 
to understand, schematic approach which ticks so many 
boxes for the London Cyclist.

Nick Mann

Federal/Provincial Meteorological 
Stations in Alberta
Scale: 1:1 000 000, file format: PDF (6.3mb – 36” x 
53”), date: March 2017

This map of Alberta was submitted for review and on 
first viewing seemed to be not especially noteworthy. On 
further looking the symbology proved interesting, as was 
the ‘advanced’ use of Adobe PDF layering.

According to the submitter, ‘the map is a planning 
tool showing the location of 540 weather stations and their 
data collecting parameters within the province of Alberta. 
The map aids in the planning of future expansion of the 
weather network used by our on-line climate information 
service (www.weatherdata.ca).’ The map was produced 
by the GIS Unit of the department of Alberta Agriculture 
and Forestry (Government of Alberta) and, ‘the maps 
are currently not online, but they are freely available to 
anyone who asks.’

Makers and users of meteorological maps will know 
well the difficulty of representing the multiple data types 
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that need to be shown at any one recording station. This map 
is no exception. On first viewing it appears to be covered 
with a load of very similar looking circular symbols, one 
per station – spread across the whole of the province of 
Alberta. But closer inspection reveals that each station is 
coded for four data elements, plus its station name. Starting 
from the middle there are 4 central shapes (circle, square, 
triangle and solid dot) showing the type of precipitation 
sensor Then comes a circle coloured according to one of 9 
station operators, and outside that another coloured circle 
representing the data reporting frequency (3 values), with 
finally a wavy grey ring which is shown if the station is 
used for crop insurance purposes (i.e. absent if not used).

The thing that intrigued this reviewer most was the 
use of layers within an Adobe PDF file, which is something 
he had not been aware of before. Having Googled it, it 
seems that layering in PDF files has been possible from 
back in 2008, seemingly being more prevalent from 2010 
onwards. So, no points for missing that one then! In this 
case the raw data for each layer was compiled in ArcGIS, 
and ‘exported to a .pdf format which was then used in a 
graphics design platform (mostly CorelDraw and a little 
bit of Adobe Illustrator). The layers were finalized in the 
graphics platform, and then the whole thing was exported 

to a final (.pdf)’.
All well and good, as it produces a neat multi-

layered map that can be visually analysed as if it was 
within a GIS program. The problem is that in order to 
really explore the data and its patterns one needs to turn 
all layers off, and replace them selectively to clarify the 
relevant distributions. Despite trying two different PDF 
readers (Foxit Phantom PDF and Adobe’s Acrobat Reader 
DC) it did not seem possible to turn all layers off in one 
move (i.e. select all layers for action). A callout to the 
carto-soc mailing list gained no insight, nor did a quick 
Google search. It was pointed out on carto-soc that you 
could of course import it into a program like Illustrator, but 
not everyone will have that software, and it rather defeats 
the idea of PDF being a ‘view-file’ option.

Despite that criticism the map is a good example of 
a map showing a complicated distribution of coded points, 
particularly as it covers a whole province of Canada, 
which is approximately 255,000 square miles. Credit to the 
Federal Government for producing the map, and making 
it freely available, with an embedded link to the weather 
station data source.

Steve Chilton
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Where the Animals Go
James Cheshire, Oliver Uberti
Particular Books, 2016, ISBN 978-1-846-14881

Where the Animals 
Go is the second book 
by James Cheshire 
and Oliver Uberti, 
following London: The 
Information Capital 
in 2014. Dr Cheshire, 
geographer at UCL 
and Mr Uberti, a 
freelance designer and 
formerly lead graphics 
editor at the National 
Geographic, have kept 
their winning formula of authoring a coffee-table book 
packed full of maps, data and anecdotes while switching 
the subject completely, from people and the urban space, 
to wildlife in the countryside. 

The book is arranged into three sections – focusing 
on animals based on land, water and sky, respectively, as 
well as a substantial preface and introduction, framing the 
book, and a short piece at the end on humans. 

As with their previous work, the authors have worked 
well with their publishers to ensure a high quality production 
of the cartography. These are maps rich in both tracking data 
from the animals concerned, but also the background terrain. 
The authors have used a stippling effect to show relief – the 
muted tones and textures that this creates contrasts with the 
strong, sharp detail of the animal movements, allowing the 
reader to pick up the story visually as well as in the narrative. 
A similar technique also shows ocean currents where they 
are useful to a particular story. 

The animals are brought to life, rather than being 
simple data points, by using their designated study names 
(where available) and glyphs of the animals themselves, 
on the map. The maps and data presented are of course 
thoroughly modern creations, using the latest geographical 
data, but the authors have taken time to introduce some 
traditional cartographical styling. A particular highlight is 
A Global Hunt, a map of historical whaling activity across 
the world, which includes some nice traditional border 

detailing. Some sketches and photos, and a small number 
of charts, also complement the cartography and narrative.

While neither of the authors are themselves animal 
specialists, they have a genuine passion for the subject – 
their care and attention to the details in each animal story, 
and in the book design, is clear. The three main sections of 
the book are each introduced by an essay from one of the 
authors, writing about their own experiences with wildlife 
observation. 

Ultimately, the reader will get the most out of the 
book not by dipping in and out of it (even if the large format 
of the book and the use of full-width maps invites this) but 
careful studying of the map and narrative concerned. As 
such, there is an investment of time needed, and that is 
rewarded by a good understanding of the challenges, not 
only of the wild animals themselves in a human-influenced 
world, but of the researchers obtaining the data and using 
it to understand the natural world better. Animal study 
is very much a field where the primary on-the-ground 
research is advancing our knowledge, and this book nicely 
encapsulates the field in this moment in time. 

If you are a classical cartography enthusiast, you will 
enjoy studying the many maps of various regions around 
the world, if you have an interest in the natural world this 
provides a fresh and quantitative perspective on the field, 
and if you like both, then this book was written for you.

Full Disclosure: The reviewer is a colleague of one of the 
authors and contributed to the place labeling of a small 
number of the maps. 

Oliver O’Brien
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