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Editorial

It is with great pleasure that I introduce the reader to Volume 50 of the SoC Bulletin. In addition to it being the 50th 
volume (two years after the Society celebrated its 50th anniversary), there are a number of reasons why this is an 
excellent volume. It includes a wide range of cartographic sensibilities and approaches to mapmaking, from both 
theoretical and applied perspectives. 

Within that diversity overlapping areas of concern are apparent, including cartograms, given in depth coverage 
in two separate articles. Field discusses applying different cartograms to the election results in the United States, with 
some original maps alongside coverage produced by major newspapers both in the UK and in the USA. At a global 
scale, Hennig explores the cartogram in relation to a number of environmental/physical factors, work that led to him 
winning the Society’s Wallis Award last year.

The article by Nelson describes how a multiple visualization can combine a commonplace subject (fast food 
locations) with a presentation method that invites comparisons and questions. In Chilton and Kent’s paper they discuss 
the question of what professional mapmakers can learn from so-called neocartographers, aided by two extended case 
studies. 

Two other articles have different resonances. The first by Cohen, examines dichotomies at play at the leading 
edge of change in participatory and community mapping efforts. The second, by Vujakovic, examines a mapping effort 
aimed at characterizing the county of Kent in ways which better reflect both its physical and local sensibilities and 
relationalities. 

Cooper’s article represents an examination of Surrey from a variety of agricultural and physical perspectives and 
characteristics. This article was originally published in the Bulletin in the early days (the 1970s), and only narrowly 
missed being selected for inclusion in the 50 year commemorative SoC book. It is presented here as an example of 
one the earliest long-form analytical pieces of research published by the Society, written by an undergraduate student 
incidentally. 

Along with a couple of shorter articles by Bainbridge and Gadney looking at applied aspects of cartography and 
education, there is also a range of informative book, map and atlas reviews.

I would like to acknowledge the tremendous support in bringing this issue to press that has been provided by both 
Steve Chilton and Miles Irving, and the guidance of my predecessor as Editor, Alex Kent. 

We hope you enjoy this 50th volume!

Dr Gwilym Lucas Eades
Royal Holloway University of London

The editor wishes to point out that the views expressed in articles and reviews are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent those of the Society of Cartographers.
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