
Editorial
This special Volume of The Bulletin marks 50 years since the founding of the Society of University

Cartographers at the University of Glasgow. It includes a range of papers which both captures the state of the

art of cartography and reflects on its development over these five decades; a period that has witnessed

unparalleled change in the nature of mapping and in the profession of the cartographer. As per Volume 23,

which marked the Society’s 25th Anniversary in 1989, Volume 48 offers a snapshot of the current health and

variety of cartography alongside insights from those who have shaped and experienced the evolution of

mapping.

As well as their cause for celebration, anniversaries are milestone moments that give us the opportunity

to take stock. The Society was, in essence, founded to help bring practising cartographers out of isolation and

this aim remains pertinent today. Cartographers and their methods have changed dramatically since 1964,

but the challenge to identify and offer some real benefits to members is just as relevant now as it was then;

meeting together to learn new skills and share expertise has hardly been more important. The papers

included here are all derived from those presented at the Society’s 50th Anniversary Summer School, which

was held from 31st August to 3rd September 2014 at the place where it all began (indeed, the room in which

we ate our fortifying breakfasts was the venue of the founding of the Society 50 years ago). For all who

could attend, it was a special privilege to join the company of some of those present at that first gathering

and to have the opportunity to browse – or reminisce over, depending on your vintage – the superb displays

and exhibitions, including, of course, the various entries for the Wallis Award which showcased the very

latest in map design. 

The first two papers offer distillations of the Summer School’s keynote talks, which both strike an

upbeat rhythm and reiterate the enduring relevance of cartography; a theme as necessary as it is familiar.

These are followed by a series of papers which focus on the creation and use of maps for many different

purposes. In the first, through her lively appraisal of the enduring series of Times atlases, Sheena Barclay

provides a particularly compelling case for the importance of the skills of the cartographer today. This is

followed by Chris Fleet’s account of the excellent developments at the National Library of Scotland which

have made (and continue to make) their important map collections accessible online to more users than ever

before. Allan Lilly and his colleagues at the James Hutton Institute then provide a clear and appealing story

of the mapping of Scotland’s soil. The next three papers, by Chris Wesson, Stephen Kay and Heikki Vesanto

respectively, demonstrate their particularly innovative engagement with free and open source software and

showcase some outstanding results using open data. To conclude, Steve Chilton, Tim Fearnside and John

Hunt share some personal insights from their professional journeys in cartography over the decades, where,

it would seem, a sense of adventure was (and perhaps still is) as essential as a sense of design. This superb

collection of papers is followed by the regular sections of Reviews, Computers in Cartography, and Events. 

This year also marks the end of my stint as Editor of The Bulletin. It has been almost eight years since

I clocked the distant yet unmistakable figure of Steve Chilton walking towards me on Southsea Common for

a ‘chat’ during the Summer School at Portsmouth, after which I never looked back. Gary Haley and the team

at Culverlands have been great to work with, as have Bob Parry, Ben Hennig, and, of course, Steve himself

for his valuable guidance. I have been fortunate to receive support and encouragement both from members

of the Society and from the Committee (not least through their patience) in helping to shape what The
Bulletin is today. 

I am therefore pleased to announce that my successor will be Dr Gwilym Eades, Lecturer in Human

Geography at Royal Holloway, University of London. In coordinating The Bulletin’s Reviews section this

time around, Gwilym has already started learning the ropes and I am sure you will join me in wishing him

all the very best in taking up the mantle as he compiles Volume 49. So, as my term comes to an end, I remain

confident that The Bulletin’s future is bright however it is read, pondered and enjoyed over the next 50 years.

Alexander J. Kent
Bulletin Editor

The editor wishes to point out that the views expressed in articles and reviews are those of 
the authors and do not necessarily represent those of the Society of Cartographers. 
Material for publication should be sent to 
Dr Alexander Kent (Email: BulletinEditor@soc.org.uk)
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