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Eunice ‘Bicky’ Wilson (1916–2013) 
SOC Founder and Honorary Member
Eunice 'Bicky' Wilson was a

Founder and Honorary

Member of the Society of

Cartographers and passed

away on the evening of

Monday 12th August 2013,

aged 97.

In her younger years,

Bicky developed an early

insight into the affairs of the

world, a sense of personal

integrity that could at times

be expressed quite forcefully,

and a view that the world and life were so much larger than

her and that everyone mattered. At eleven, she won the

scholarship to the County School where her intellect and

application took her to the position of Head Girl. Like

many good piano players she was an excellent

mathematician and she qualified to go to university. Sadly,

she did not get the county scholarship, so needed to get a

job. By good fortune Bicky found a year’s employment

working in a junior role with the Land Utilisation Survey

(LUS), a privately funded research group working under

the aegis of the London School of Economics (LSE). 

Bicky's first introduction to cartography was through

the LUS. Due to its poor funding, they devised a

programme in 1935 to ‘…select girls with a good school

record including geography up to Matriculation or Higher

Schools standard and to train them…’. Bicky had clearly

set an example and a progression of young women

followed her to train in map production. Bicky was taught

calligraphy at the Chelsea College of Art by Edward

Johnston, the father of modern calligraphy. Inspired by

him, she devised a manuscript font for maps that was then

used generally by the Survey and eventually by many

other calligraphers. Bicky became so well practised in the

art and science of map-making that she became the

Survey’s Chief Cartographer. 

Following the outbreak of the Second World War,

enemy action destroyed a lot of completed LUS maps but

the Survey survived largely due to the resources and

connections of its founder Sir Dudley Stamp and his

lieutenant, Christie Willatts. Bicky carried on drawing

maps above the family shop in Fulham, taking cover on the

stairs during air raids. The Survey was eventually absorbed

into the Ministry of Agriculture, so Bicky became Senior

Cartographer in the Central Planning Branch at Cromwell

Road, where she was closely involved in post-war

planning. She maintained her skills working as a freelance

cartographer throughout the post-war period and helped

Sir Dudley with his new publication Man and the Land and

his drive to develop universities in India and Pakistan. 

After the war, Bicky returned to the LSE to work in

the Geography Department as a cartographic assistant. In

due time, she came to run the Drawing Office, first for the

Department and then as a resource for other academic

disciplines. In those days, pie-charts in academic journals

had to be drawn precisely, by hand, which required the

skills of both a mathematician and a draughtsman. She

took occasional commissions from publishers and was

responsible for the maps in Sir Banister Fletcher’s A

History of Architecture, John Prebble’s Glencoe, and The

Women Incendiaries, a biography of Louise Michel, the

leading woman combatant in the Paris Commune.

In 1963, Bicky helped found the British

Cartographic Society and in 1964, the Society of

University Cartographers, now the Society of

Cartographers. She experimented with computers in map-

making but found the early technology limiting, not only

making her hard-won skills redundant but de-

personalizing the craft.

Bicky helped form the first Cartographic Diploma at

Luton Technical College, now Bedfordshire University,

and ensured that her own office recruited and developed

students from this programme. Throughout her entire

career there was a constant drive to ensure a continuity of

map-making skills, no doubt initiated by the early skills

gap she experienced at the LUS in 1934, and saw in all her

trainees a reflection of herself.

Retirement came in 1981, and Bicky began a new

career using her analytical skills to work at the Citizens

Advice Bureau. She also assisted the local Scouts, was a

keen Scrabble player, an avid reader and theatre-lover, a

Liberal supporter who disliked extreme attitudes, and her

garden was a matter of pride – she knew the name of every

plant in Latin as well ensuring that they actually looked

good. Bicky was also proud of her three granddaughters,

Claire, Hanna and Flora, and their achievements,

particularly the fact that they could study at university,

which she could not.

Edited by Mike Shand from the Eulogy read at the
funeral supplied by her son, Nigel Wilson.

I was fortunate enough to know Bicky from the early

1970s after I joined the Society of University

Cartographers and worked closely with her as SUC

Secretary obtaining updates on the Diploma courses at

Oxford and Luton. Whilst setting up a new drawing office

at the Open University, I visited the LSE on a number of

occasions to gain insight into how she ran her office, the

type of work her staff undertook, and the resources

required. Bicky was always accommodating and helpful to

me as the ‘new boy on the block’. Once, whilst walking

around the West End we bumped into one another ¬– she

was very quick to point out and say “I see you have a new

wife, John” which was rather embarrassing at the time, but

was typical of her straight talking!
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I was able to attend, on behalf of the Society of

Cartographers, her funeral at Hendon Crematorium in late

August. The eulogy was written by her family and read out

at the service. Roger, her son, also read out a poem by A.A.

Milne called ‘Halfway Down’, from ‘When we were very

young’. I was pleased to be able to meet several members

of her family, including her grandchildren, and pass on our

condolences.

From John Hunt (former SOC Secretary and
Cartographer at the Open University from 1970 to
2004)

To me, Bicky’s huge contribution was taking so many

‘Dip. Geogs’ from Luton for their year out and training

them. Unfortunately, I cannot remember all their names or

how many there were. But looking at what Bicky wrote for

me about the development of the technical services at LSE

from 1934 to 1981, the first student came in 1972. I had

my middle year at LSE in 1976 and I do remember there

was Barbara Duffy (née Glover), Anne Stanton, Anne

Orchard, Jenny, Julie Issac (née Foster), Alison Fisher, and

me. We all owe Bicky a great deal. Below is a summary of

an article she wrote for me entitled ‘Development of the

Geography Department’s Technical Services with Special

Reference to the Drawing Office, 1934–1981’:

“I arrived at the LSE in 1934 as a Cartographic

Assistant into a research department called the Land

Utilisation Survey of Britain under the direction of Sir

Dudley Stamp. At that time, David Judd was employed by

the Geography Department and looked after wall maps and

other equipment. He was instructed by Dr Hilda Ormsby in

the drawing of maps when commercial ones were not

available. He also learnt photography and made black and

white glass-mounted lantern slides for teaching. He was

probably one of the first cartographic technicians,

although that term was not in use then.

After the war, the department was housed on the fifth

floor of the main building and the first cartographer

employed was Sylvia Webb in c.1949. She was recruited

from the Ministry of Town and Country Planning. Soon

after that, Sheila Chartler came straight from school and

was trained by Sylvia. Sheila was succeeded in the mid

1950s by Mary Collingwood and when she fell ill, I was

brought in to finish a map being prepared for the British

Association. My first, temporary appointment, was at a

salary of £1. 2s. 6d per day worked! We also had the

services of a Map Curator, Margaret Bass, with David

Judd, now in a darkroom in the basement, theoretically ‘in

charge’.

In 1961, with the move to the new St Clements

Building, came a great change in structure. In effect we

became three separate units: the Drawing Office, the Map

Collection and the Photographic Unit. We were all

consulted on the office arrangement, furnishing and

equipment needed, although the office size was only half

of that it finally became. In 1963, now Chief Technician,

the workload was high and another technician was

recruited. After the restructuring in 1972, salaries

improved and we were able to take second-year Luton

Diploma students. Photography became much more

important and that unit eventually came to serve the whole

School, not just the Department.

The Drawing Office undertook increasing amounts

of work for other departments including photo-typesetting

with sophisticated equipment. The days of typesetting on

an electronic typewriter ended. Desktop Publishing had

still to emerge when I retired in 1981. I was never asked to

keep work records but found it expedient to do so to help

manage workflow, budgeting and priorities.”

(Bicky Wilson)

From Jane Pugh (former SOC Membership
Secretary and LSE Drawing Office, now
Governance Officer for Planning and Corporate
Policy, LSE)
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Ian Gulley (1949–2013)
Ian Gulley worked as a cartographer in Geography and Earth Sciences at Aberystwyth University for 25 years, adapting

his skill as a draughtsman to advances in computer mapping. He produced countless maps and diagrams that have

illustrated research monographs, textbooks and scientific articles which have found their way around the world. A good

natured, private and diligent craftsman, Ian was a valued colleague and will be missed by all who respected his work, as

well as by those who shared his passion for music and who will remember his role in founding the Aber Folk Club.

Aberystwyth University
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