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Q: How can I create my own cartograms like those on

Worldmapper.org?

A: There are many different types of cartograms, and an

even higher number of tools to create them. The

Worldmapper cartograms use the diffusion-based method

for producing density equalising maps by

Gastner/Newman. The original method is documented on

Newman’s website at http://www-personal.umich.edu/
~mejn/cart/ An easy-to-use Java-based tool to create

cartograms from shapefiles is ScapeToad which works

across different computer platforms:

http://scapetoad.choros.ch/.

Q: What GIS software works on Mac computers?

A: Esri’s commercial product ArcGIS is not running on

MacOS. There are simple GIS solutions on the MacApp

Store such as Magic Maps

(https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/magic-maps/
id426030785?mt=12). They are easy to operate and

produce quick results even for amateurs, but lack the

analytical capabilities of a full GIS suite. Much more

advanced and even free is the OpenSource QGIS

(http://www.qgis.org/) which also has the advantage to

run across different platforms such as MacOS, Linux and

Windows.

CARTO-SoC
The Society of Cartographers maintains an online list-serv for the use of members and non-members alike. The

facility is moderated and is intended to be a tool that practising cartographers and students of the subject may use to

exchange ideas, pose questions, inform others of job opportunities, or simply to keep in touch with friends.

To subscribe to CARTO-SoC:

send an email to listproc@sheffield.ac.uk with the message subscribe carto-soc 'your full name' in the body of

the mail.

(For instance, if you were Gerhardus Mercator and wished to subscribe, you would send the message subscribe

carto-soc Gerhardus Mercator to the address: listproc@sheffield.ac.uk).

To send a message to CARTO-SoC:

send your email to carto-soc@sheffield.ac.uk

You need to have first subscribed to CARTO-SoC in order to send messages.

If your WWW browser is set up with your correct Email address, simply type subscribe carto-soc 'your full name'

in the box, and send the message.

To unsubscribe from CARTO-SoC:

send an email to listproc@sheffield.ac.uk with the message unsubscribe carto-soc 'your full name' in the body

of the mail.

COMPUTERS IN CARTOGRAPHY

Edited by Benjamin Hennig

Snippets from the CARTO-SoC Listserv
As not all members of the Society are subscribers to the mailing list CARTO-SoC, it seemed a good idea to
summarize some of the more meaningful information that has been communicated. The following is a
summary of the most recent transactions and is shorter than usual as the editor of this section has taken over
the new role just a few weeks before the production deadline. The questions and answers are not credited to
the contributors, but where contact details are deemed appropriate to the answer they are included. As far as
possible, direct advertising or blatant commercialism has been removed. It is hoped that publishing these data
will both act as a reference and help those without access to CARTO-SoC to keep in touch with tips and
developments as notified through the Society’s Listserv.
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Q: Google used to display the latitude and longitude of

a point in its maps service but removed this option in

the new GoogleMaps. How can I find out coordinates

from points in GoogleMaps now?

A: A good versatile alternative to find out coordinated

from GoogleMaps is the GoogleMaps lat/long finder

service at http://www.doogal.co.uk/LatLong.php. There

the user can click on the map and the latitude and

longitude will be shown. Alternatively one can also click

the 'Get Map Centre' button to get the location of the

centre of the map. Or one can type the latitude/longitude

to see the location on the map. Street View can also be

used to improve your positioning, where it is available.

Q: Where can I find free GIS resources online?

A: Robin Wilson, a PhD student from the University of

Southampton, has made an excellent job compiling an

extensive overview of over 300 sites with freely available

geographic datasets sorted by topics of interest:

http://freegisdata.rtwilson.com/.

Q: Which mapping blogs should I follow to get on top

of current developments in digital cartography?

A: There are simply too many good websites out there to

make one or only a few recommendations. Here is a

starting list for digital Cartography (found at

http://gis.stackexchange.com/questions/24469/any-good-
blogs-about-digital-cartography and checked for their

validity):

http://mycarta.wordpress.com/
http://artcarto.wordpress.com/
http://bigthink.com/blogs/strange-maps
http://mappingcenter.esri.com/ 
http://kelsocartography.com/blog/
http://www.mapsandthecity.com/
http://gis.blogoverflow.com/tag/cartography-2/

http://cartonerd.blogspot.co.uk/
http://mapperz.blogspot.com/
http://www.cartogrammar.com/blog/
http://www.radicalcartography.net/
http://www.bigmapblog.com/
http://somethingaboutmaps.wordpress.com/
http://mapoftheweek.blogspot.com/
http://makingmaps.net/
http://flowingdata.com/

The list could go on endlessly, but for those being new in

the field these may be some good starting points to

discover the online world of mapping blogs.

Q: With so many mapping blogs around, how can

these be best followed without having to open

hundreds of websites every day?

A: Blogs usually provide a RSS feed that can be added to

RSS-Reading software or webservices that collect all

updates to a blog automatically. Since GoogleReader

disappeared, Feedly (http://feedly.com/) and The Old

Reader (https://theoldreader.com/) are online services

with this functionality. Beyond RSS-Readers, digital

magazines such as Zite (http://zite.com/) that adjust their

articles to the readers areas of interest and their reading

habits can be a good way to follow what is going on in

the mapping world online on smartphones and tables.

Q: The Adobe Creative Suite is very expensive. Are

there alternatives that allow editing maps and other

cartographic products?

A: GIMP (http://www.gimp.org/) is an OpenSource

alternative to Photoshop. 

Inkscape (http://www.inkscape.org/) is a vector-based

image editor, which is also free and is an alternative to

Illustrator.
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