
MATERIALS & EQUIPMENT 

Edited by Mike Shand 

LETRASET ON WWW 
http://www.esselte.comlletraset/ 

Following on from "Envelopes for Adobe lllustrator" 
plug-in, a version has been released for FreeHand. This 
plug-in creates the ability. to quickly and easily transform
ing text and graphics within Freehand (or lllustrator), using 
distortion effects, such as perspective views, ripples, waves 
and spirals. Users can try out the new plug-ins by down
loading a free working version for Freehand (or lllustrator) 
from the Letraset Website. It is however restricted is a limit 
of 12 points per image in this version. The standard pack 
costs £75 and contains over 40 distortion envelopes the 
deluxe pack is £149 with 200 envelopes. 

As a way of interactivity trying out new type fonts 
Letraset has introduced the Ripper which can be found on 
their WWW home page. Over 300 Fontek fonts can be 
selected and a test sample of text typed in the chosen 
typeface and displayed. Letraset are giving away a free font 
every month as PostScript Type 1 or TrueType for Windows 
or Mac. 

INTERNET FONT ARCHIVES 
The Internet Font Archive (IF A) is an attempt by Nor

man Walsh (norm@ora.com) to collect all of the fonts 
available on the Internet in a single site as a database of fonts 
utilizing the hypertext functionality of the WWW to point 
to the other archive sites. The database contains information 
about each font and a thumbnail sketch of a few characters. 

SUC BULLETIN Vol 29 No 1 

In addition to fonts available on the Net, the IPA database 
now includes fonts from several commercial foundries and 
type CDs. At present, the IF A contains only Adobe (R) Type 
1 fonts. MetaFont (TeX) fonts and Type 3 fonts are likely 
to be added next. Disclaimer: The fact that a font is avail
able over the Net does not mean that it can legally be used 
in all applications. In fact, it's possible that it is being 
distributed illegally. For this reason, very few of the fonts 
in this archive are available from direct from this site and 
are best accessed from the server(s) that actually legally 
provide them. 

ROTRING 
The new Calligraphy range of pens fit well to the hand 

comfortably and the new feed system keeps a constant ink 
flow to the polished steel nibs. Calligraphy pens can be 
obtained in 0.6, 0.9, 1.1, 1.5, 1.9, and 2.3 widths and can 
produce delicate hairlines. Ink cartridges or refillable con
verters :'Ilay be used but Rotring recommend their Brilliant 
Inks which come in 10 different colours. Individual pens 
cost £4.99; three types of sets, each witl three nib sizes, cost 
£12.99 per set. 

The Rive 1.5 fountain pen costs £7.99 and the rollerball 
£5.99 with a Rive Spring pen stand costing £2.99. 

Pll..OTPENS 
Pilot's G-Tee C4 ultra fine micro-tip rollerball pens 

have a 0.4mm rolling ball and need very little pressure to 
write small, fine characters such as labelling on computer 
discs or correcting text. The rollerball G-Tee writes an 
0.2mm line width with no clogging or blobbing. 

PELLTECH 
Pelltech have launched a new 2mm lead capacity 

Clutch Pencil from Linex. Retailing at £3.99 +VAT, the 
LH1000 comes with HB leads. Above the carry clip is a lead 
indicator window which reveals the grade of lead inserted; 
users turn the indicator when they are loading a new grade 
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of lead. The lower part of the pencil has a milled metal 
surface and removable top with an integral lead sharpener. 
Pelltech supply other Linex technical pens, each of the four 
models come complete with eraser, cleaning needle and 
lead grade indicator. The 300 1 and 4001 have a retractable 
sleeve mechanism so they can be carried in the pocket 
without harm to the lead. 

KINDUK 
The Planhorse storage systems for storing maps, plans, 

film, charts, plots etc. are developed around an aluminium 
drawing clamp sized AO, B 1, A 1 or A2, with each holding 
up to 100 sheets which can be slid between the clamp jaws 
and suspended in mobile or wall-mounted units. Reduced 
prices include anAl trolley with 10 Al clamps costs £189, 
an AO trolley is £199 and the Bl clamp with wall clip at 
£12.49. All prices are ex-VAT. 

MELINEX LABELS 
Re- Mark-It, a fmger erasable, reusable label is avail

able on Melinex polyester film. You can easily write on it 
with your fingernail, pencil or ballpoint pen and the mes
sage remains fixed and will not accidentally erase until you 
press down with your finger on the green activator arrow 
and in one movement you can wipe the label clean. The 
range includes five video labels for £2.49; ten diskette 
labels for £2.49, two large message notes at £1.99 and four 
small message £1.89. Each label can be erased and reused 
over 1 ,000 times. 

EDDING 
The Planmaster 1Z68 impregnated wipers can be used 

to clean VDU screens, keyboards, office equipment, etc, 
keeping them hygienic and free of fluff or grease. The 
polyethylene drum contains 100 chlorine free bio-degrad
able wipes impregnated with a cleaning solution and cost 
£11.50 per 100 sheet drum with refills also available. 

PANTO NE 
Pantone ColorDrive is an independent colour palette 

software programme, which operates as a central clearing 
house for desktop colour data. Calibrated colours, whether 
individual or an entire palette, can be created and exported 
to specific output devices, eliminating variations in colour 
accuracy. ColorDrive supports design applications such as 
Photoshop, Illustrator and Pagemaker 5.0, FreeHand, 
Deneba Canvas, CorelDraw, Fractal Design Painter, Pixel 
Paint Pro3. and QuarkXnress. 

FOCOLTONE 
A range of licence-free brilliant patterns and images 

suitable for backgrounds is available from Focoltone on 
CD-ROMs with each disc holding over 100 images in files 
of up to 18Mb, that can be imported into most Mac and 
Windows programmes, the original images have been 
scanned to the highest graphic arts standards from commis
sioned photographs. Ten discs are currently available at £80 
pounds each. 
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3MFOAMTAPE 
3M removable foam tape can be repositioned or moved 

on glass, metal, acrylic, ceramics, vinyl and plastics. The 
flexible acrylic adhesive flows into surface irregularities 
allowing it to also bond to wood, brick, chipboard and many 
types of paper. 

KONTRON DIGITISER 
Kontron Elektronik have launched its latest flat digi

tiser Digicad Vision, which is available in A5, A4 and A3 
sizes and comes with a cordless cursor or pressure-sensitive 
pen. Digicad Vision has a resolution of 0.025mm and an 
accuracy of 0.2mm, up to 200 co-ordinate pairs can be 
recorded in a second, handling binary and ASCIT formats 
and various digitised modes. It emulates the Microsoft 
mouse and Digikon. Digicad Plus MD, Summagraphics 
MM and UIOF, BitPad One, Calcomp 9500, 9100 and 2500, 
Wacom II, GTCO Digipad 5A and Kurta tablets. 

WACOMTABLETS 
Wacom has introduced a digital pressure and tilt-sen

sitive erasing tool with a softer, more sensitive feel to 
compliment their standard drawing tip. Their range of 
graphics tablets include the UltraPad series (A5 to A2) and 
ArtPad 11 a smaller version with an active surface area of 
411 x 511

• It comes with an UltraPad eraser and costs £149 + 
VAT, the ArtPad bundle with Fractal Design's Dabbler 
painting software costs £179 +VAT. 

S~GRAPEUCSTABLETS 

The Summa Expression graphics tablet uses a 250 level 
cordless pressure sensitive stylus with graphics packages or 
a cordless mini-mouse. It includes a programmable menu 
strip for customising and function buttons across the top of 
the tablet can be programmed to mirror common key strokes 
or run macros. It is priced at £259 with the mini-mouse an 

· ootion for £50. 

EPSON SCANNERS 
Epson have launched a 30-bit single pass desktop col

our scanner for around £440. called the Epson GT-8500, it 
can recognise over one billion colour hues from the image 
being scanned and incorporates Epson's Text Enhancement 
Technology in which backgrounds are dropped from im
ages when using the OCR software. It is suitable for Mac 
and PC, and the bundle for the GTX version includes 
Photoshop LE image editing software and Caere Omnipage 
Direct OCR software. The GT-8500 has output resolutions 
from 50-1600dpi, in 1% increments and a 50-200% zoom 
is available for enlargements and reductions. 
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DIGITALANAGLYPH 
3D-Maker from LTS. is a Windows based programme 

which produces stereo anaglyphs from computer artwork; 
it comes in three versions - one for stills. (costing £69 + 
VAT), an IPAS version that plugs in to 3D Studio and a 3D 
Animator version with batch pro~essor for use with other 
3D software such as Topas. They cost £159 +VAT each. In 
its simplest version it takes two photographic images im
ported via a scanner or video digitiser board from a digital 
stills camera such as a Logitech Fotoman or via Photo-CD. 
System requirements are a 386 or 486 PC, SVGA capable 
display, 4Mb RAM, and a mouse. 

TEKTRONIX PRINTERS 
Tektronix has announced 34% reductions on three of 

its colour printers bringing the quality and impact of colour 
printing to all users at extremely low cost. The Phaser 140 
Liquid Inkjet Printer from £1,350 to £995; the Phaser 220e 
Thermal Wax Printer from £3,595 to £2,995; and the Phaser 
220i Thermal Wax Printer from £4,994 to £3,295 The 
Phaser 220e and the Phaser 220i are designed for work
groups and are capable of printing speeds of up to two pages 
per minute and can print on most common laser papers; the 
Phaser 140 is an economical colour printer for office and 
professional users who require faster processing and bril
liant, saturated colours compared to other inkjet printers on 
the market. 

All three printers come with standard Adobe PostScript 
Level 2 language as fully supported in MAC, Windows, 
DOS, and UNIX platforms. Tektronix UK Ltd Fourth Ave
nue, Globe Park, Marlow, Bucks SL7 IYD. Tel: 01628 
403300 Fax: 01628 403617. 

TDS CAD-GRAPIDCS 
The PhotoScript 3000 is a fast plug-and-play network 

RIP for high end colour devices such as Novajet m with a 
MIPs-based IDT 3081 RISC processor running at 40MHz 
giving raw processing speeds of 4 to 5 times faster than 
comparable PC or Mac based solutions. Contained in the 
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RIP is Photomatch, a colour management software exten
sion which gives a random level 1 screening option to 
improve colour output on low resolution halftone printers. 
Agfa Fototune the is fully supported by the Novajet/Pho-

. toScript 3000 combination . 

~PETHE~LPRINTER 

The Win Type 800C thermal printer has been developed 
to offer professional colour or monochrome output using 
dry print technology. The Win Type 800C is smudge proof 
even if it becomes wet following the print process is fin
ished. Best suited for OHPs, the thermal printer has been 
designed for high quality output to rival inkjet in clarity, 
density and durability and running costs (0.40p per full 
colour page including paper) With a resolution of 300 x 300 
dpi, the printer is Wmdows compatible and includes 35 
scalable TrueType fonts in its retail price £799. 

XEROXLASERPRINTER 
Xerox have launched the Xerox 8808 desktop mono 

laser PostScript printer/plotter. The new machine produces 
A3 and A4 size printing, at resolutions of 800 x 800 dpi or 
600 x 600 dpi. making it suitable for graphics and text 
produced by CAD and Desk Top Publishing (DTP) soft
ware. 

It supports such standard formats as Adobe PostScript 
and PCL 5 and includes an auto sensing network with 
inbuilt connectivity and can be switched between networks, 
such as Ethernet and Token Ring. Xerox Engineering Sys
tems Ltd Brunei House. 5 Oxford Road, Newbury 
Berkshire RG13 1QD Telephone: 01635 517200 Facsim
ile: 01635 521364 

MITSUBISID PRINTER 
Mitsubishi has reduced the cost of its Personal Colour 

Printer thermal transfer machine to £645 + Vf!J. It uses A4 
plain paper and standard transparency film, outputs at 
300dpi, has a print speed of 60 seconds for a full colour A4 
page, costs around 39p per copy on paper and 85p on film 
and has a one colour plane buffer memory OMb) It connects 
via an 8-bit parallel Centronics to the PC and is fully 
compatible with Microsoft Windows 3.1. 

DIGIPRINT 
DigiPrint makes available from bureau services, short 

run affordable full colour printing direct from your com
puter disc without need to produce ftlm or plates as final 
copy is generated in your graphics/DTP packages. With 
runs beginning at only 50, DigiPrint can print A4 or A3 
single or double sided work on 105gsm or 180gsm paper. 

LEXMARK PRINTER 
The Optra C Lexmark colour laser printer has a reso

lution of 600dpi with continuous tone for near photographic 
colour output. It prints on A4 plain paper or transparencies 
at up to three pages per minute in colour and 12 pages in 
monochrome. The price is expected to be around £6,000. 
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AUTOTYPE 
Autotype's new system produces direct laser created 

polyester plates in less than two minutes from disc. Omega 
is best suited for single and spot colour work with halftones 
up to 100 1pi, from graphics prepared on Mac or PC. The 
only additional cost comes in the form of the processor as 
no chemicals are required and the Autotype processor uses 
only a heat source to fuse the toner deep into the coating. 

Also from Autotype is the Delta film positive which is 
produced from graphics created on a Mac or PC and output 
on any laser printer. Delta film is processed chemical free, 
has an anti-static matt coating and reproduces colour sepa
rations for line and tone at lOOlpi and is available in 
1 00-sheet packs of A3 and A4 sizes or produced at larger 
sizes to order. 

VIDEOLOGIC 
The GraftxStar 300 from VideoLogic is a 64-bit graph

ics acceleration for a standard PC and costs approx £99; the 
500 priced at£135 has advanced performance and a built-in 
AVI acceleration. The Grafix 700 for the professional is the 
similar to the 500 but with an advanced graphics controller 
allied to high speed VRAM and is priced at £240. 

XYRATEX 
The Datablazer uses a series of hard disc drives to store 

software and data and so increase hard disc capacity on a 
Mac or PC. The modules of the Datablazer Z2000 can be 
easily removed from its compact housing and taken wher
ever you need it. These new housings take 2.5" SCSI disc 
drive modules with a memory range from 270Mb to 81OMb. 
The X yratex 3000 is best suited for storing graphics, images 
and text and the 5000 for CAD/CAM, graphics and multi
media. 

Molite also from Xyratex is a compact optical drive 
that takes the newer IBM high capacity 3.5" 230Mb optical 
discs. Each Molite cartridge has enough capacity to store 
more than 65 books and uses low voltage external power 
supply and a fan which cuts out when the cartridge has been 
ejected or the drive has been idle for over five minutes, so 
reducing airflow and the risk of contamination by dust. 

PERISOL TECHNOLOGY 
BackPort, LaserPort CD-ROM and DataPort portable 

backup solutions can be installed on any parallel or SCSI 
port of any system, with software configured to suit indi
vidual needs. These solutions are compatible with DOS, 
Windows, OS/2 and Windows NT and with the SCSI port 
they are also compatible with Netware, Unix and Vines. 
Such solutions allow data to be transferred over the parallel 
port at approx 80% of normal SCSI speeds. 

TRAINING CDROMS 
CD-ROM training software from Marrutt provides on

screen windows for viewing an extensive range of audio 
visual movies which demonstrate all aspects of Adobe 
Illustrator 5.5, Photoshop 3.0, ClarisWorks 3.0, PageMaker 
5.0, Macromedia Director, QuarkXPress 3.3, 4th Dimen-
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sion, Microsoft Office, Claris Filemaker Pro, Dimensions, 
Streamline, Acrobat and Painter 3.0. Prices are from £99. 

PAPERDIRECT 
PaperTemplates software are available to Mac and PC 

users for design, formatting onto pre-printed papers. Each 
floppy disc has approx 200 templates numbered to corre
spond with the PaperDirect range. A Wmdows version is 
available for CorelDRAW 3.0 and 4.0, Aldus PageMaker 
4.0 Classic, PageMaker 5.0 and Microsoft Publisher 2, 
WordPerfect 5.2, WordPerfect 6.0a, Word 6.0, Lotus AMI 
PRO 2.0, . It is also compatible with Mac software such as 
Microsoft Word 4.0, 5.0 and 5.1, PageMaker 5.0, and 
QuarkXPress. Templates on floppy discs cost £39.95 and 
PaperDirect offer a free PaperKit with over 150 samples of 
printed and unprinted paper designs, to customers with their 
first order over £75. PaperKit costs £19.95 

THE MAPPING OF THE HEAVENS 

To all civilisations the night sky - vast, beautiful and 
inaccessible - has been a source of mystery and fascination. 
Throughout history people have sought ways in which to 
'map' the heavens, often in the form of spectacular docu
ments. 

In a new book from The British Library The Mapping 
of The Heavens Peter Whitfield reveals some of the many 
ways in which the structure of the Universe has been 
conceived, explained and depicted. 

With examples from the Stone Age to the Space Age 
Peter Whitfield offers a challenging and entertaining explo
ration of the tension between rigorous scientific knowledge 
and the continuing search for cause, certainty and harmony 
in the universe. 

The Mapping of the Heavens contains 100 colour illus
trations, many from the superb cartographic collections of 
The British Library, depicting the fascinating range of man
kind's view of the heavens. These range from the angelic 
visions of Dante, images from the Copernican revolution, 
the 'rationalised' heavens of Newton and Flamstead, to state 
of the art modem space technology. 

The Mapping of the Heavens complements Peter Whit
. field's book The Image of the World 20 Centuries of World 
Maps, published by The British Library in 1994 and ac
claimed by critics. 

The Mapping of the Heavens is published by The 
British Library, price £20, ISBN 0-7123-0402-9. Copies are 
available from The British Library Bookshop in 
Bloomsbury and from all good bookshops, or from Thrpin 
Distribution Services, telephone 01462 672555 fax 01462 
480947 [postage & packing included to UK customers]. 

Further information about The Mapping of the Heavens 
is available from Press and Public Relations at The British 
Library, telephone 0171 412 7111, fax 0171-412 7268; 
e-mail press-and-pr@bl.uk 

from a British Library press release· 
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