
SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS 

Minutes of 30th Annual General Meeting 
University of Newcastle 
Monday 5th September 1994 

Edited by Mike Shand 

Members present: 41 

Apologies: C. Clark, D. Orme, G. Owen. 

The meeting opened at 20.07 pm 

1. Chairman's Introduction 
The Chairman H. Dobson welcomed those present to 

the 30th AGM of the Society. He thanked David Fairbaim 
and his organising team for providing delegates with such 
a well organised and interesting programme. 

2. Minutes of the 29th AGM held at the University of 
Wales, Lampeter, 7th September 1993 

There were no other matters arising and the minutes 
were accepted as a true record. 

Proposed J. Baker, Seconded T. Aspden. 

The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

3. Society Reports (see attached reports) 

(a) Hon. Secretary's Report 
Comments from the floor:-

J. Pugh requested the dates for the 1995 Summer 
School, G. Allsopp replied that it was proposed that the 
Summer School would be held one week later than usual, 
running from 11th September to 14th September. 

L. Maclean commented that many institutions now 
operate on Semesters, which begin on 20th September, and 
this should be considered when setting the final dates. 

R. Fry added that the BCS Annual Symposium will also 
be held one week later than usual at the University of Exeter 
on the weekend of 15-17th September. 

(b) Hon. Treasurer's Report (including Advertising 
Manager's Report) 
Comments from the floor:-

R. Fry responded to a query from J. Baker regarding 
donations, commenting that a donation of £15 had been 
made on behalf of the late A. Lowcock, no donation had 
been made on behalf of the late C. Worth due the lateness 
of the announcement and it was proposed that a contribution 
be made to the Prof. E. Campbell Trust Fund in due course. 

A. Bennett inquired about the lack of sales of the 
booklet "Monochrome Map Preparation". R. Fry replied 
that as the booklet was now out of date and with no prospect 
of future sales, the Committee are prepared to offer them 
free of charge to students or overseas members on request. 

A. Bennett further enquired why our assets continued 

50 

to accumulate annually despite our charitable status. R.Fry 
responded that there was an outstanding account of £2000 
to be paid for Bulletin production costs, which have also 
showed a steady reduction over the past 4-5 years. He added 
that cash was also in reserve for the Society Project Fund 
which has not received any requests recently. 

Following a lengthy discussion several suggestions 
were made regarding how to make use of a proportion of 
the surplus including, a hardship fund for members; spon
sorship or bursary for overseas members or students to 
attend the Summer School; increased Summer School sub
sidy for members. The outcome of this discussion was the 
following proposal: 
That the Society offer 2 bursaries for full attendance at the Sum
mer School to student and overseas members 

Proposed: T. Aspden Seconded: G. Sandeman 

The proposal was carried by a majority vote. 

It was further agreed that this Bursary should be adver
tised through the Bulletin and to educational institutions. 

(c) Bulletin Editors Report 
Comments from the floor:-

D. Fairbaim enquired if there had been any adverse 
correspondence from subscribers regarding Bulletin deliv
ery and suggested that it may be worth combining 2 issued 
into one double issue. S. Chilton agreed that there was a 
problem with issues being out of synchronisation with 
actual publication dates but added that a double issue might 
cause problems with libraries who expect issues one at a 
time. 

P. Spoerry added that subscribers paid per issue not per 
volume. 

D. Fairbaim suggested that it may be worth finding out 
the reasons for lost subscribers and advertisers so that the 
problem can be correctly assessed. 

T. Absalom suggested that the introduction of colour 
inserts or advertising may help to keep and attract subscrib
ers or advertisers. S. Chilton agreed that this could be 
considered, but it would have to be carefully costed. 

T. Harris suggested that a new index of volumes be 
produced, J. Baker added that another possibility would be 
to index each volume retrospectively in Issue 2. 

G. Allsopp replying to comments from several mem
bers on the lack of a Newsletter by adding that production 
was not the problem, it was lack of input from the member
ship, any suggestions or offers would be welcome. 
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(d) Membership Secretarys Report 
Comments from the floor:-

A suggestion was made by K. Sharpe to allow students 
to become full members. 

T. Harris suggested that a new mailshot be sent to 
universities and colleges in an attempt to gain new mem
bers. 

B. Rogers replied that this was in hand as was an update 
of the Directory. 

L. Maclean added that all institutes offering courses in 
cartography and GIS should be mailed information. 

H. Dobson thanked the Committee for their hard work 
throughout the year and then called for acceptance of the 
Reports en bloc. 

Proposed D Williams, Seconded A. Burn. 

4. Election of 1994-95 Committee 

There were no new nominations for Committee and the 
following nominees were offered for re-election : 

Chainnan: H. Dobson 

Hon. Secretary: M. C. Shand 
Hon. Treasurer: R. Fry 

Bulletin Editor: S. Chilton 

Membership Secretary: 

Bulletin Subscriptions: 

Bulletin Advertising: 

B. Rogers 

P. Spoerry 
G.Owen 

Ordinary Committee member: J. Pugh 
Ordinary Committee: G. Allsopp 

Proposed A. Rogers, Seconded 0. Tucker. 

The 1994-95 Committee and office bearers as detailed 
above were formally elected at the meeting. 

5. Any other business duly notified 
The 1995 Summer School is to be held one week later 

than usual running from 11th September to 14th September 
and will be hosted by the University of Sheffield. 

Due to the late announcement of the 1995 venue it was 
agreed that the local organisers G. Allsopp, P. Coles and 
their colleagues at Sheffield would be assisted by the Com
mittee in the preparation of the Programme. 

The local organisers will undertake all tasks relating to 
the domestic arrangements, workshops, visits and Session 
1. The Committee will be responsible for all aspects of the 
remaining programme. 

The venue for 1996 will be Nottingham Trent Univer
sity and any offers for 1997 onwards will be most welcome. 

There being no other business, the Chairman once 
again thanked the organising committee for their efforts and 
closed the meeting at 21.19 pm. 
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Hon. Secretary 

HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT 1993-94 

The past year began as usual with the Annual Summer 
School held at the University of Wales in Lampeter a full 
report of which has appeared in the Bulletin. Thanks to the 
efforts of Trevor Harris and his colleagues the Summer 
School was another great success for the Society and was 
enjoyed by all who participated. 

The Wallis Award again attracted a healthy seven en
tries and was won this year by the Olive Pearson and her 
colleagues at Andromeda Oxford Ltd. with an excellent 
example of desk-top mapping titled "The World of the 
Romans". 

During the year the Committee met twice, once in April 
and once this week here in Newcastle. Three members have 
been welcomed into the Committee this year Jane Pugh, 
Pam Spoerry and Gareth Owen. 1\vo meetings of the UK 
Committee on Cartography were held during the year where 
the Society was represented by our Chairman H. Dobson. 
The main discussions related to the NVQ situation and the 
Society will remain in close contact with the BCS on this 
issue. 

Our Bulletin Editor has again produced two issues of 
the Bulletin over the past year and I would again ask the 
membership to support him in his efforts - remember any 
cartographic related articles, reports or snippets will be 
considered for inclusion into the Bulletin. 

Sadly I have to report the death of a former President 
of the Society, Professor Eila Campbell during the year. An 
enthusiastic supporter of the Society in her earlier years she 
will be sadly missed by all those members who new her. 

Finally I would to report that the 31st Annual Summer 
School will be held at the University of Sheffield in 1995. 
Discussion are under way for 1996 with Nottingham Trent 
University and any offers for future venues would be most 
welcome. 

M.C.Shand 
Honorary Secretary 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 1994 

Once again numbers have remained fairly constant 
with a total paid-up membership of 221. I am still hopeful 
of receiving back subscriptions, as in the past, from at least 
some of the 13 members who have not paid this year whose 
names have yet to be removed from the database. We have 
had several resignations and deaths which have reduced our 
numbers in addition to those who have given no explanation 
for discontinuing membership of the Society. This has been 
disappointing as the signs for the first half of the year 
suggested that we could quite possibly reach 250 members! 

19 new members have joined the Society since I gave 
my last report. I have had a number of other enquiries about 
membership during the year but for some reason those 
concerned have decided not to join after receiving the 
application pack. For those interested in statistics, of the 19 
new members who have been enrolled, 16 are from the 
United Kingdom and 3 from overseas; 15 are full members 
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TABLE I MEMBERSHIP FIGURES PAYMENT METHOD 
89/90 90/91 91/92 92/93 93/94 92/93 93/94 

Full 209 211 217 206 212 Cheques 122 119 
Honorary 4 4 5 5 4 Standing Order 92 98 
Student 4 2 3 8 5 Honorary 5 4 
TOTAL 217 217 225 219 221 219 221 

TABLE2 LOCATION OF MEMBERS 
UNITED KJNGDOM 182 OVERSEAS 39 

England 147 Scotland 17 BFPO Italy 

Wales 16 N. Ireland 2 Australia 4 Kenya 

Canada 5 Malaysia 

China 2 New Zealand 2 
Cyprus 1 SouthMrica 1 
Guyana U.S.A. 7 
Indonesia Zambia 

Ireland 

and 4 students; of the full members 7 are in higher education 
and 8 from commercial companies. 

We have 212 Full Members (up 6 on 1992/93), 5 
Student Members (down 3 despite 4 new), and 4 Honorary 
(down 1). Of these 182 are based in the United Kingdom 
and 39 are scattered thinly across the world. A full break
down of the location of our members is shown in Table 2 
below. We are experiencing a gradual decline in our over
seas membership. This may be due to a fact brought to my 
attention in correspondence with some of our overseas 
members who have found that the amount of the subscrip
tion is equalled by the cost of raising it from the bank in 
their country. Some have found it best to pay several years 
at a time (which would account for the fluctuation in the 
amounts paid into the Society account year by year - Treas
urer please note!) 

The new Directory seems to have been well received. 
I have tried to circulate update information where possible, 
as changes and additions have been notified to me. Simi
larly I hope that members have been pleased with the 
requested Ecredit card size membership cards. Production 
did cause some problems on the latter but this coming years 
cards are already printed and ready for despatch. 

Please can I make my annual plea to those members 
paying by cheque to seriously consider paying by standing 
order. It is much easier for us to administer and you do not 
have to remember payment dates. Currently 119 members 
are paying by cheque and 98 by standing order. Any rise in 
subscriptions will always be notified in advance of the due 
date for payment. Forms are available from the Member
ship Display in the Exhibition Area at the Summer School 
or direct from the Membership Secretary. Incidentally vir
tually all of the non-payments or lapsed payments of recent 
years have been those paying by cheque. 1994/95 subscrip
tions are due on the 30th September so please take 
advantage of the opportunity to pay at the Summer School 
this week. 
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Brian Rogers 
Membership Secretary 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 1993-94 

The balance in hand at the end of the year is £23,602 
compared with £19,965 the previous year. 

The actual surplus for the year is £3637. 

On the income side Membership Subscriptions are 
slightly up from£2599 to £2948 whereas Bulletin Subscrip
tions show a considerable increase from£1749 up to £3251. 
However, as I explained in my report last year the figure of 
£17 49 was low because several cheques were received just 
after the books were closed for audit purposes. These are 
now included in the figure of £3251. Advertising revenue 
shows an increase of £100 from £270 to £370. 

Last years summer school in Lampeter shows that there 
was an income of £400 and an expenditure of £408 on 
members subsidy. 

There was no income from the sale of booklets for the 
first time since I have acted as your Treasurer and realisti
cally we must accept that with the changes in technology 
we are unlikely to sell more than the odd copy. 

The figure of £50 shown under sponsorship is income 
reimbursed from Mr Wallis for the Wallis Award. We 
normally give a Society cheque to the winner during the 
summer school and this is shown in the account under 
Sundry Expenses of £65. The remaining £15 under this 
heading was a donation to Holy Trinity Church, Cheadle in 
memory of Ann Low cock a founder member of the Society. 

Still considering the income side you will note that 
Interest from both the Bank Deposit and the Savings bank 
is slightly down due to the changes in interest rates. 

On the expenditure side Bulletin and Newsletter costs 
are down from £2332 to £1493 but several large bills are 
still awaited from Middlesex University for Bulletin pro
duction. Most of the other figures should be 
self-explanatory or have been covered earlier in my report. 
The last item on the line needs some explanation. A figure 
of £993 is shown as Depreciation of Publishing Equipment. 
Those of you present at last years AGM will remember that 
approval was given for the Bulletin Editor to purchase a PC 
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for his Society work. This was done at a cost of £2978 which 
is shown on the left hand side of this report under Fixed 
Assets. 

Our accountant infonns me that it is correct procedure 
to show depreciation of equipment over 3 years hence the 
appearance of £993 in this years accounts. In addition to 
preparing the Financial Statement and Income and Expen
diture account the auditor states in an accompanying letter 
that: 
"H the present savings in the Bulletin prices can be maintained 
then it does not appear that an increase in membership subscrip
tions will be needed particularly as the outside rate is now £20". 

This proposal was discussed in Committee on Sunday 
4 September where it was recommended that there should 
be no change in the rates of subscriptions for either the 
Membership or the Bulletin. 

Finally, my thanks are due to Brian Rogers, Member
ship Secretary, and Pam Spoerry for all their valued help 
over the year. 

RodneyFry 
Honorary Treasurer 

SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS 
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS AT 30th JUNE 1993 

TillS YEAR LAST YEAR 
Accumulated Fund 
Balance 1 July 1993 17965 15861 
Add: Surplus for the year 3537 2104 

21602 17965 
Reserve Account 2000 2000 
Balance 3rd June 1994 £23602 £19965 
Represented by: 
Fixed Assets 
Publishing Equipment at Cost 2978 
Less:Depreciation to date 993 
Net Book Value 1985 
Current Assets 
National Westminster Bank Plc 15221 15239 
National Savings Bank 8209 7726 
Sundry Debtors 1219 

24649 22965 
Deduct: Current Liabilities 3032 3000 

Net Current Assets 21617 19965 
TOTAL NET ASSETS £23602 £19965 
Report to the Members of the Society of Cartographers 
I have prepared the above Financial Statement and attached In
come and Expenditure Account from the Societys books of 
account vouchers and information given to me. I certify these 
accounts are in accordance therewith. No value has been placed 
on the stocks of booklets, videos or directories. 

D.Osman, 
Chartered Accountant, 

20 Rougemont Avenue, Torquay 
15th August 1994 
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SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS 
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 30th JUNE 1994 

TillS YEAR LAST YEAR 
Income 
Membership Subscriptions 2948 2599 
Bulletin Subscriptions 3251 1749 
Advertising 370 270 
Summer School-
Larnpeter/Plyrnouth 400 500 
Sale of Booklets - 29 
Sponsorship 50 
Bank Deposit Interest 185 225 
Savings Bank Interest 483 602 
Save the Children Fund Coli. 87 

£7687 £6061 

Expenditure 
Bulletin and Newsletter 
Production and Postage 1493 2332 
Booklet Royalties and Postage - 4 
Administration and 
Committee Expenses 948 1082 
Audit Fee 75 75 
Bank Charges 174 
Insurance 68 45 
Summer School Larnpeter 408 
Sundry Expenses 65 108 
Donation-Save the 
Children Fund 137 
Depreciation Publishing 
Equipment 993 

£4050 £3957 

Surplus for the year £3637 £2104 

BULETIN EDITOR'S REPORT 1993-94 

This is the 6th year of my editorship of the Bulletin. 

There is a continual battle to produce Bulletins on 
schedule, and after an initial attempt to catch up I am now 
falling behind again. 

The last 6 editions have been late respectively by: 
NOOF NOOF MONTHS 

VOL PAGES ARTICLES LATE 
25/1 70 7 10 
25/2 46 2 7 
2611 46 5 6 
26/2 62 5 5 
2711 68 9 5 
27/2 82 5 6 

As you will see it has been traditionally easier to fill 
Part2- this should follow a Summer School (NOT so- now 
we are so far out of sync!), which obviously generates 
material. However, material is always scarce. 
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PROGRESS ON 28/1 

I hope that I can produce 28/1 soon after the Summer 
School. I have two un-solicited articles in the press at 
present, and should be able to produce it IF I can pick up _3 
articles with quick turn around from Newcastle, and co-edi
tors produce their sections on demand. If it were to appear 
in October that would be 4 months late, and my aim would 
be to get 28/2 out in March 1995 (3 months late). 

FUTURE BULLETINS (28/2 onwards) 

Presumably there will be two or three articles from 
Newcastle which can be turned around for December/Janu
ary to be used in 28/2 - and I will need further un-solicited 
articles to make up that volume. 

BULETIN EDITOR'S COMPUTER 

I would like to formally thank the Committee for 
agreeing to put Society funds into the purchase of an Edi
tor's computer. 

The 486 micro and printer have already been put to 
good use in laying out the two articles for the next volume. 
It will become even more beneficial in the period after the 
summer school, when I will be able to schedule my work at 
home rather than having to fit it in at work in lunch hours 
and after work. The University has also obtained a new 
800dpi printer in our area, so the origination for future 
editions will be better. The last issue was reprographically 
a particularly poor one, being printed on a poor 300dpi 
printer, and then not litho-printed very well. 

THANKS 
I would like to extend my thanks to my co-editors for 

their continued contributions: Graham Allsopp for Comput
ers in Cartography, Bob Parry for Reviews and Mike Shand 
for Materials and Equipment. Finally, I would like to thank 
Pam Spoerry for so seamlessly taking over the job of 
Bulletin Subscriptions Manager. I hope we can all continue 
to contribute to a lively Society publication. 
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Steve Chilton 
Bulletin Editor 

BULLETIN SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER'S RE
PORT 

From the database records there are 165 named sub
scribers for Volume 26 and only 146 for Volume 27. 24 
subscriptions for Volume 26 were not renewed for Volume 
27, however there were 5 new subscriptions for Volume 27. 

Vol26 Vol27 Vol28 
Subscriptions 165 146 ll7(sofar) 

173 153 N/A Actually sent 
Complimentary 
subs 13 
Actual complim 16 
Notpaid 4 
Actaul pay 
received £3060 

13 
16 
2 

£2700 

13 

NIA 

£1440 

Of these subscribers 13 are complimentary/exchange 
copies (one of these, Copyright Copy, receiving 4 copies). 

Thus of the 173 actual volumes sent out for Volume 26, 
157 should have brought in £20 each. 4 have not paid so 
only £3060 income was received. 

For Volume 28 so far 117 subscriptions are on the 
books. So far 72 issues have been paid for, producing an 
income of £1440 so far, before the volume is published. 

I took over from John Dysart in January 1994, after 
Volume 27 (1) had been dispatched to subscribers. I have 
subsequently dispatched Volume 27 (2) (in June) and I feel 
that I am getting to grips with the post. 

On October 3rd I start a new job as Geographic Infor
mation Technician at Cambridge University, Department of 
Geography and they have agreed to my carrying on my 
Bulletin Subs Manager role within the department. I may 
have difficulty gaining access to suitable printing facilities 
for invoices etc., but will report back if this proves to be a 
problem. 

PamSpoerry 
Bulletin Subs Manager 
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