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Denis Wood has a fonnidable reputation and it is richly 
deserved. However, not all of those who ought to read The 
Power of Maps will have a stomach for it. The author cannot 
be labelled a cartographer, a geographer, a designer, a 
philosopher or a historian. Indeed he defies labelling. Nev
ertheless this is a book addressed to cartographers amongst 
others, and which should be read by all cartographers. It is 
not so much the evidence which is presented, but the force 
of the arguments as to who exactly causes maps to be made, 
and who controls how they are made, which is significant 
for anyone in the map-making business. It is thus addressed 
particularly to the cartographers who form the membership 
of the Society of Cartographers, or who are in sympathy 
with its objectives and read its reviews. 

When I first picked it up, I felt that it was easy to read 
and that its ideas were seductive. On completing my read
ing, I am forced to confess that I was wrong, in part at least. 
I doubt whether there are many members of the SoC who 
will eagerly read the whole book from cover to cover. And 
yet, this is what they should do. Unfortunately the author 
uses a mixture of styles. At times you can imagine him 
talking to a class of students when he uses colloquial 
language. In other places, he employs an arcane vocabulary 
rarely encountered in cartographic writing. This last is 
particularly common in the rather unforgiving Chapters 
Five and Six, whose substance, he confesses, has appeared 
as material in other publications, notably the periodical 
Cartographica. Readers will find these two chapters harder 
to swallow than the others, because the author and his 
collaborator seem to be addressing practical cartographers. 
This is a great pity because the substance of these chapters 
is equally important for all cartographers, the theoretical (or 
academic) and the practical. 

Readers who persevere will be richly rewarded by an 
immensely varied and personal, perhaps idiosyncratic, ac
count of mapping. The text is liberally sprinkled with 
personal experience and anecdote that bring a powerful 
sense of conviction and authority. That said, there are many 
references to the writings of many other scholars, as nearly 
50 pages of footnotes testify. 

Bob Parry is Senior Research Fellow and Map Curator, Depart
ment of Geography, University of Reading. 
He can be contacted on: 
Tel: 01734-318735 
Email.· sgsparry@ reading.ac.uk 
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Seven chapters of different length are intriguingly fore
shadowed in the list of contents, with varying effect. In 
seeking to discover and understand the arguments being 
presented, the reader should examine the entire list. At times 
the author's usually sure touch deserts him, but at others he 
finds just the right phrase to put his point of view, e.g. Maps 
Construct - Not Reproduce -the World, and Maps Em
power ... by Working. Chapters build towards the 
conclusion like a political statement. We cannot be in any 
real doubt about how Denis Wood sees, thinks about and 
uses maps. I have an image of a study inhabited by him, 
which is plastered with all sorts of maps in the form of a 
collage; but that may be to interpose the reviewer too 
brusquely into the way in which the author works and lives. 
I could just as well imagine him invested by multiple layers 
of mental images of maps seen and visualized in a way no 
computer has yet achieved. This is a book by a real map 
lover, a cartophilist. 

The first chapter, Maps Work by Serving Interests, 
plunges into a discourse on how and why maps work, and 
throws down the challenge: maps construct and don't repro
duce the world. Wood does not flinch from saying how 
uninteresting and irrelevant are some classifications of 
maps. He rips through much conventional wisdom, and 
shows us what really hides behind the map. One must 
continually question the map. To appreciate the argument 
fully, one must already possess considerable map knowl
edge, but the novice should also detect the thrust of the 
argument. Chapter Two sees the map as a product of the 
time when someone created it, and of the society that 
provided the conditions in which it was created. In particu
lar, Wood contrasts the attitudes of individuals who are 
surrounded by artefactual maps, with those who continually 
map their environment and their experience of it mentally, 
but for whom the hard copy map is not essential. The 
chapter ends by regretting how his teenage sons prefer to 
manipulate maps on a computer screen rather than explore 
their neighbourhoods, where they would engage in a very 
different sort of mapping. 

The third chapter, Every Map Shows This ... but Not 
That, addresses the selectivity of maps, and who ultimately 
makes the selections, employing as the centrepiece Van 
Sant's cylindrically projected, satellite captured, composite 
image of the world. Insisting that every map is a polemical 
statement the author asks: "What is the map for?". The 
fourth chapter expounds the idea that the interests maps 
serve are masked, their authorship is often hidden. In criti
cizing the tendency for maps to depict the more permanent 
features in the world, Wood suggests that such features are 
cheaper to map. Somewhat grudgingly, Eduard Imhof is 
credited with recognizing that cartographers decide what 
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and how to map and are not automata executing rules they 
are compelled to adopt. 

Chapter Five, by far the longest, asks how maps man
age to mask the interests which lie behind their creation, but 
is couched in carefully worded terminology, reminiscent of 
discussions on map language. The section on ten carto
graphic codes deserves close attention and stands on its own 
as an important contribution to cartographic theory. The 
map communicates through intrasignification and per
suades through extrasignification. The sixth chapter 
exemplifies many of the preceding arguments through the 
ways in which the map reflects its generating culture 
through the symbol for a hill. The concluding chapter pulls 
the arguments together with the nostrum, maps empower ... 
by working [for us]. They provide opportunities for con
nection and globalization many professions have seized 
upon to further their aims. Denis Wood scathingly ironizes 
the views of professional cartographers whose expertise 
should be trusted. SoC members, who are often asked to 
design maps for individual clients, should read this book 
which exposes the mythology and mystery of map making. 
I would not expect them to agree with all of it, but it is a 
sign of a healthy profession that serious debate takes place. 

Chris Board 

THE STATE OF RELIGION ATLAS 
Joanne O'Brien and Martin Palmer 
London: Simon and Schuster Ltd, 1993 
126 pages ISBN 0 671 71153 9 £9.99 paperback 

This atlas, incorporating 34 double-page map spreads 
created by Swanston Graphics of Derby, is a recent addition 
to the Pluto Projects range of publications of the 1990s 
vintage. Its "stable mates" illustrate the New State of the 
World, the State of the Earth, the New State of War and 
Peace, the State of Health, and in the most recent issue the 
State of the United States. The volume provided for review 
purposes is also available in a hardback version. 

Contents are grouped into three major sections, which 
are further subdivided into considerations of the "Present 
and Past", "Beliefs", "Reaching Out", 'The State", "Chal
lenges" and "The Heartland". Related cartographic 
depictions are appended by informational text on the "Fun
daments of Faith", and explanatory notes referring to each 
of the topics illustrated. 

In this data-based, global assessment, fascinating and 
unusual themes are displayed together with those which 
might be routinely expected in a work with an emphasis of 
this sort. Thus, besides an examination of popular religions, 
their establishment and history, and majorities by denomi
nation, school and sect, the authors have also explored 
rather more esoteric topics. Resultant maps serve to high
light the positions of the major faiths with regard to 
contemporary issues such as the international environment 
and the status of women. 

Mental images which emerge following a serious study 
of the contained graphics are both interesting and even 
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disturbing, with the maps providing specific information on 
issues and developments in unexpected ways. Thus there 
is evidence of a continuing growth of both Christianity and 
Islam but, contemporaneously, a consequential demise of 
traditional beliefs, a re-emergence of faith following the 
recent collapse of Communism and a trend towards the 
diversification of beliefs, a change in the formal ties be
tween religions and states, and a growth in importance of 
the role of the "churches" in the ongoing wars of this 
decade. 

As is now accepted as normal with Pluto Projects, 
included graphics - many of which would by typified as 
"MLOs" (Map Like Objects) by the much missed Barbara 
Petchenik- are printed in strong/vibrant colours. Addition
ally, display methods employed in the symbolization of 
detail are often unusual and. in many instances, both evoca
tive and exciting. Those responsible for the cartographic 
design and overall appearance of this work have obviously 
taken into account, and visualized, ease of reading and 
potential communication efficiency. Evidently the inten
tion, which has generally been satisfied, is to provide a 
user-friendly product. However, as a professional cartog
rapher - rather than a graphic artist - I am disappointed by 
the neglect of some important cartographic conventions! 

The consistent omission of scale indications and pro
jection information, which would further enhance 
usefulness and awareness of spatial relationships, are to be 
regretted. Only one map, that illustrating aspects of the 
Holocaust and the current rise in anti-semitism, incorpo
rates any indication of a graticule but even this does not 
include geographical reference figures or indicate the 
Greenwich meridian! 

I enjoyed my perusal of this volume, and consider that 
it increased my general awareness of the relevance and 
impact of religions on factors influencing today's society. 
However, I am also sorry that an "atlas" does not attempt to 
conform more closely with tried and tested cartographic 
principles. 

RWAnson 

VISUALIZATION IN MODERN CARTOG
RAPHY 
Edited by Alan M. MacEachren and D.R. Fraser 
Taylor 
Modern Cartography Volume 2 
Oxford, New York and Tokyo: Pergamon, 1994 
345 pp, flexicover ISBN 0-08-042415-5 £27.00 

This book is the second volume in the series Modem 
Cartography, edited by D.R.F. Taylor. It is described as 
being of value to students, researchers and practitioners in 
the field of scientific visualization. 

The volume is edited by Alan MacEachren and D. R. 
Fraser Taylor and consists of seventeen chapters written by 
individuals or groups of specialists. The book stemmed 
from a proposal made in December 1992 but it was planned 
at the 1993 ICA meeting in Cologne. Thus it represents the 
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fruits of research and opinion that is as up to date as is 
possible in a published work. 

The volume is divided into three parts: 

"The first sets the historical, cognitive and technologi
cal context... The second covers key technological, 
symbolization, and user interface issues. The third provides 
a detailed look at selected prototype geographical I carto
graphic visualization tools and their applications". 

The list of authors is impressive, it contains many well 
known names from the field of cartographic research and 
education including Michael Wood, William Cartwright, 
Mark Monmonier and Ferjand Ormeling. It also has a strong 
international flavour, although dominated by North Ameri
can and European contributors. 

MacEachren sets the scene with an attempt to defme 
the subject, explaining both his own views and those of his 
co-authors. There is obviously a little fuzziness about what 
is meant by visualization, particularly with regard to com
munication. It is apparent that visualization is, to some, part 
of communication whilst others take the view that the 
reverse applies. In any event, for the purposes of this 
volume MacEachren relates visualization to computer map
ping with an element of user interaction. He presents his 
ideas on cartographic visualization as representing three 
sides of a cube, one axis extending from low to high 
interaction, another from presenting knowns to revealing 
unknowns and the third from public to private use. In many 
ways private use and revealing unknowns appear synony
mous. The private user is the researcher I scientist I 
professional who uses maps (which will most likely be 
output from a GIS) to aid analysis and decision making. 
Public users, on the other hand, need maps to guide or 
educate them, and which have been prepared with this end 
in mind. This is not altogether a new concept; planners, 
petroleum geologists and civil engineers, for instance, have 
long used conventional maps for "private" purposes and 
their needs have also been recognized as different from 
users such as motorists and school children. What is new is 
the way in which computers can be used to generate maps 
much more quickly and easily than was possible with 
conventional methods. GIS can also carry out complex 
analyses, the results of which are presented in complex and 
not necessarily well designed map form. Much cartographic 
research is therefore strongly guided by the need to develop 
intelligent systems which will ensure that private users are 
presented with the best quality information, and that every 
opportunity is taken to use the potential of computer based 
systems to present public users with the most effective 
cartographic products. 

Chapters two to four are concerned with the subject 
background and examine the historical, cognitive and GIS 
aspects of cartographic visualization. Michael Wood shows 
by referring to historic epidemiological research, that th; 
concept is far from new. 

The following six chapters are concerned with tools 
and techniques. William Cartwright examines multimedia 
and gives a practical introductory summary of hardware, 
software, standards and methodology. Terry Slocum and a 

SUC BULLETIN Vol 28 No 2 

team of reviewers look at a variety of software tools for data 
visualization. These packages are not specifically designed 
with maps in mind and the reviews indicate that the power
ful computers and the high level of user skills needed, make 
them unsuitable for many map uses. However the reported 
intention of ffiM to develop a visualization platform with 
ESRI suggests that more appropriate packages are consid
ered to be important by main players in the field. Cynthia 
Brewer presents a review of the use of colour in thematic 
mapping. 

All cartographers should recognise their own ideas and 
practices here, even if they have not seen them expressed 
in such a formal way, nor identified using the same termi
nology. The chapter on the use of sound presents useful 
theory on the general use of sound in computer applications 
but does not convince the reader of its significance in the 
world of mapping. Mikko Lindholm and Tapani Sarjakoski 
present a simple but useful model of communication in GIS 
and demonstrate how the application of the model can 
improve hypermedia presentations. Carol McGuiness com
pares the needs of expert and novice users and how these 
need to be accommodated. 

The remaining chapters are concerned with specific 
applications. Most writers give a reasoned explanation of 
the techniques used. Monmonier distinguishes between 
navigational systems where the user has considerable inde
pendence and narrative systems whereby the user is more 
closely guided along preordained paths. Hartrnut Asche and 
Christian Herrmann distinguish between global and local 
navigation. Global navigation allows users to move rela
tively freely among the various levels of information, 
whereas local navigation restricts movement to individual 
levels. Applications involving space I time relationships in 
urban pollution, three dimensional environmental mapping, 
multivariate analysis and data quality visualization are also 
covered in this section of the book. 

Overall my first impression was that the volume would 
be rather theoretical and daunting. However, having come 
to the subject as something of a novice in the realms of 
interactive mapping and hypermedia I found a great deal of 
interest and potential use in this collection of papers. Cer
tainly as PCs become more powerful and CD-ROM and 
other interactive media become more widely used, these 
topics cannot be ignored. Continuing education is essential 
for all practising as well as academic cartographers. The 
development of intelligent GIS mapping does pose some 
threat to practising cartographers but there are still areas of 
considerable potential. The distinction between private and 
public users is a continuum and private researchers will 
need to communicate their findings and recommendations 
to others. The input of cartographers will still be valuable 
in this context as well as in the design and production of 
map based products for public use. Much of the content of 
the volume will thus find its way into educational pro
grammes for mappers, and any cartographers who wish to 
extend their expertise into interactive and multimedia map
ping will find it invaluable. 

Ron Beard 
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THIRD WORLD ATLAS Second Edition 
A. Thomas with B. Crow, P. Frenz, T. Hewitt, S. 
Kassan and S. Treagust 
Buckingham: Open University Press, 1994 
80pp ISBN 0 335 19077 4(hbk) £37.50 0 335 
19076 6(pbk) £12.99 

The Third World Atlas is far more than a collection of 
maps portraying the spatial differentiation of development 
criteria. Not only does it present pictorial images of how 
various countries perform according to a wide range of 
indicators, but also it traces the causal relationships behind 
these patterns over time. 

From the outset, the reader is encouraged to accept 
nothing at face value and to develop skills of critical ap
praisal. The inherent biases introduced by ethnocentric 
presentation are clearly spelled out, together with a sum
mary of how maps can convey information, not only in a 
unidimensional sense but also in terms of how variables are 
related spatially and how they have changed over time. 

The main body of the atlas is divided into three sec
tions, commencing with how the Third World is actually 
defined. The main world events and ideas which have 
shaped development thinking are summarized into a useful 
chronological chart and subsequent maps, juxtaposed with 
written analyses. The conventional economic and social 
indicators of development such as per capita GNP, energy 
consumption, life expectancy and literacy rates are supple
mented by more qualitative considerations such as civil 
liberties and media control. 

The second section, "The niaking of the Third World", 
forms the analytical core of the text. The worldwide histori
cal changes which have contributed to the emergence of the 
Third World are traced, again with the use of maps and 
written commentary. This section focuses on the two major 
forces which have shaped a more homogeneous global 
entity since the late fifteenth century. Firstly, the expansion 
of European political control is illustrated in detail, with 
descriptions of the various processes of subordination in the 
Americas, Asia and Africa. Secondly, the rise of capitalism 
is examined. This is traced through the initial enabling of 
wealth accumulation in Europe via the processes of Third 
World resource exploitation, the incorporation of much of 
the world's agriculture into a world economy, industrializa
tion and changing patterns of overseas investment. 

The final section of this publication maps some of the 
more dramatic changes in developing countries and their 
growing diversity, focusing on the issues of industrial trans
formation, changes on the land, hunger and famine, disease 
and health care, children and gender in development, envi
ronmental degradation, arms and the military, migration 
and refugees and international debt. This last topic could 
have, perhaps, been described more fully in terms of eco
nomic interdependence between donor and recipient 
nations although it is neatly summarized by a map of overall 
debt-service ratios. The only other omission that can be 
identified in terms of current forces of globalization is that 
of international tourism. 

The major strength of this text lies in its comprehensive 
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coverage of the major issues in Third World development 
both in terms of easily assimilated cartographic presenta
tion and in that of concise written summaries. 'I)'pical of 
Open University publications, the audience is stimulated 
not only to examine the patterns showing what and where, 
but also to appraise how and why these are manifested. As 
such it will prove not only an extremely useful source of 
reference but also an indispensable teaching tool in devel
opment studies. 

THE PARIS MAPGUIDE 
Michael Middleditch 
London: Penguin Books, 1994 
Copyright Michael Graham Publications 

Erlet Cater 

64 pages ISBN 0 14 046962 1 £4.99 paperback 
This "essential guide to la vie parisienne" contains a 

wealth of information in both text and map form. It has 
been carefully and cleverly designed with respect to content 
and layout and, having been ''field-tested", can be con-

. firmed as being user friendly and accurate! 

Although the passages of descriptive text appear in 
English, map legend details are also explained in French, 
German, Dutch, Italian and Spanish. A series of well-writ
ten and highly readable, dedicated essays clearly 
demonstrate their author's personal knowledge of, and af
fection for, this European tourist Mecca. The first-time 
visitor could do much worse than follow the included 
recommendations. Topics explored include museums, 
places of interest, art galleries, theatres, cinemas, jazz clubs 
and cabarets, as well as suggestions relating to selected 
shops and hotels, markets, restaurants, cafes and bars. 
Travel within the city is simplified by the inclusion of a 
Metro map and bus route details incorporating those per
taining to the "Noctambus" which operates between 01.00 
and05.00. 

The main map section, consisting of 29 pages printed 
in four colours, is prefixed by a very clear double-page 
legend and a graphic index to page coverage. A scale of 
1: 10 000 has been used for overall mapping, with each sheet 
having a grid of 300 metre squares superimposed upon it. 
References are made with respect to displayed alphanu
merics, and both the accompanying 10 page "Repertoire" 
and particular features cited in the text are related to these. 
Larger scale graphics have been included to depict in detail 
the Bois de Boulogne, Bois de Vincennes and Versailles. 

Throughout this well printed and finished volume, 
employed lettering is clear, legible and unambiguous, even 
at small point sizes, and the use of strong colour to empha
size prominent features of the cityscape aids greatly in 
orientation - even by night! An especially useful feature is 
not only the location of Metro and RER stations, but also 
the reversing out of their names within a solid red box. Bus 
routes are well shown by using a grey road infill together 
with red line numbers and arrows to indicate travel direc
tion. All the point symbols used are clear, and well 
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explained in the legend, but it is unfortunate that post offices 
appear as red in the key and on the blue plates of the maps! 

Michael Middleditch and his team deserve congratula
tions on their preparation of what I consider to be the most 
effective Paris guide currently being marketed - Michelin 
look to your laurels! 

RWAnson 

HOW TO TELL SOME TRUTH WITH 
MAPS: A PRIMER ON SYMBOLIZATION 
AND DESIGN 
By Alan M. MacEachren 
Washington: Association of American Geogra
phers, 1994 
135 pp, 4 full colour plates 
ISBN 0 89291 214 6 US$ 7.50 

This small book, issued in the revived Resource Publi
cations in Geography Series, contains a wealth of useful 
information on designing maps. It is made clear in the 
foreword that it is not intended to be a cartographic text
book, rather it is "an effort to share the knowledge base of 
cartography with readers who are making maps using the 
current computer-based technology or using maps pro
duced with it". Generally speaking these aims are met. 
Whereas cartography textbooks concentrate (rightly) on 
high quality final presentation graphics, this primer also 
deals with mapping the results of exploratory data analysis, 
when maps are intended for personal consumption and 
hence do not need the embellishments of polished presen
tations. 

The book is logically divided into five chapters cover
ing what can be considered main themes of concern to those 
producing maps with GIS or Desktop Mapping: 1. The Role 
of Maps, 2. Cartographic Language, 3. Abstracting Reality, 
4. Visualization Quality and the Representation of Uncer
tainty, and 5. Composing the Display. It is extensively and 
appropriately illustrated, mainly with relatively small maps 
and diagrams. Certain key figures are reproduced in colour 
in a small section towards the end of the book, but mono
chrome versions (not always meaningful) are included at 
the appropriate point in the text. There is a reasonable, but 
not extensive, bibliography and a few suggestions for fur
ther reading. 

MacEachren starts by describing four reasons for using 
maps: exploration of information for possible patterns, con
firmation of hypotheses, synthesis of ideas, and 
presentation in order to convince others. He sees the first 
two of these operating primarily in the private realm - the 
maps produced are not intended for public viewing and may 
often take the form of quick pencil sketches or basic com
puter produced maps. The latter two classes of use are 
intended for public display in order to communicate ideas. 
Here the author expects high quality cartographic standards 
to be required. This organization of map use is intuitive and 
appealing, and has been championed by MacEachren else
where. Unfortunately in this case, the examples used to 
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illustrate the concepts at such an early stage in the primer, 
before basic mapping concepts have been introduced, are 
rather complex, resulting in an endnote being required to 
briefly explain what a choropleth map is! 

The chapter on symbolization is straight forward and 
will not offend any cartographers. Much is based on Bertin's 
semiology, although focus is added as a further graphic 
variable. The examples given and the table of appropriate 
graphic variables for different data types are useful, if fairly 
conventional. As in many North American cartography 
textbooks, MacEachren devotes a large amount of space to 
problems of classifying data. While this is important, some 
18 pages (one-sixth of the book) concentrate on this issue. 
Clearly, correctly classifying the information before map
ping it is important, but it requires a knowledge of the 
phenomenon and its characteristics, rather than carto
graphic knowledge, to devise an appropriate classification. 

The inclusion of a chapter on portraying the quality of 
information reflects current interest in the GIS field and is 
to be welcomed. Several techniques for integi'ating infor
mation about data quality into the map or how to display it 
independently are illustrated. If this is unfamiliar territory 
to many cartographers, the final chapter will be very famil
iar, covering issues such as visual hierarchies, matching the 
design to the output media (screen, print, slides}, dealing 
with marginal information, etc., all with clear, effective 
examples. 

Overall, except for the chapter on visualizing data 
quality, this book may appear perhaps to offer little to most 
practising cartographers. However, if a naive GIS user came 
to me looking for advice on mapping their data this is where 
I would direct them in the first instance. I would recommend 
it for your bookshelf for this reason if no other. 

It is a pity that the quality of the contents was not 
matched by the binding: the review copy started falling 
apart before the review was completed. 

David Forrest 

THE "TIME OUT" AMSTERDAM GUIDE 
The essential guide to the Dutch capital 
Harmondsworth: Penguin Books Ltd, 1995 
282 pp ISBN 0 14 023 758 5 £8.99 

At first glance this appears to be a very glossy and slick 
volume, but the major gaffe in the sub-title (The Hague is 
the capital of The Netherlands) offered me some grounds 
for optimism! 

In fact the guide is certainly not slick, but informative 
- most definitely. 1ime Out have developed a reputation as 
a trendy listings magazine and much of this style is success
fully transferred to the guide. The text is in a small font, but 
is still easy on the eye, and this has resulted in a mass of 
information being crammed (without being over crowded) 
into what is still a pocket-sized guide- rare these days! 

The guide tackles sensitive issues with a tact verging 
on the matter-of-fact. Sex, sexuality and drugs are dealt with 
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head-on, leaving the reader in no doubt as to what is or is 
not acceptable to citizen or police. 

The content is conveniently divided into sections 
which include; History; Areas; Eating & Drinking; Shops 
& Services; Galleries & Museums; Art & Entertainment; In 
Focus (Business, Gays, Students, etc.); Out of Town; Sur
vival & Maps. There is a comprehensive cross-referencing 
system linking the sections. 

Particular attention is drawn to the "Amsterdam by 
Area" section. This divides the city into five areas, each 
with its own map & comprehensive commentary. All the 
maps are in portrait layout, except for De Pijp area, which 
is in confusing landscape. 

Whilst on the subject of maps, the guide has five clear 
& informative maps at the rear of the book. However, the 
most important city map has a significant part disappearing 
into the spine, rendering it largely useless unless you are 
prepared to break the book's spine! 

Overall this is probably the best pocket sized guide I 
have come across. It is clear, concise and a thoroughly good 
read, and at under £9 a bargain. 

PhilCubbin 

11TIME OUT .. PRAGUE GUIDE 
Harmondsworth: Penguin Books Ltd, 1995 
282 pp ISBN 0 14 023760 7 £8.99 

This is an impressive guide to one of Europe's most 
attractive cities. Prague, the capital of the newly fledged 
Czech Republic, is the tourist's delight and the culture 
vulture's zenith. It has something for almost everyone: 
impressive architecture, a long established tradition in clas
sical music performances, a buoyant and optimistic air in 
the wake of communism's demise juxtaposed with the 
sobering atmosphere of Josefov, the Jewish quarter, a nou
veau cafe society and a literary heritage steeped in Kafka. 
The gourmet would, however, be disappointed in Prague. 
The food, and indeed the wine, do not match the standards 
of most West European cities. 

These categories, of course, correspond to an extent 
with those in the 1ime Out Guide, i.e. where to go, what to 
see, what to eat and if the citY itself pales where to go 
beyond its walls. In this context the guide is easy to follow. 
All the highlights are there, and these descriptions are often 
accompanied by good glossy pictures that capture Prague's 
charisma as one of Europe's premier cities. On a less 
congratulatory note it is not easy to establish from this guide 
what the pitfalls of Prague are, notably the rise in crime that 
has accompanied the post-communist tourist boom. There 
is also a tremendous variation in money exchange rates of 
which tourists should be aware. In all such travel guides, a 
list of primary and secondary sights listed in a separate box 
would be useful to help those travellers, the majority on 
short stays, to make the most of their sojourns. For example, 
Prague's Hradcany, i.e. castle area, is quite remarkable. It 
is a city within a city and little or lots of time could be spent 
there. Josefov (the Jewish quarter) is both harrowing and 
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compulsory; it more than adequately, via museums and 
synagogues, is an appropriate reminder of inhumanity. 

There is so much to see and hear in Prague that almost 
any guide could be criticized. This guide is, however, well 
worth buying for anyone about to visit Prague for the first 
time or for a short break of a week or less. The high quality 
paper and clear photographs in both monochrome and col
our are an asset, though as a book for heavy field use this 
282 page volume may not be very robust. The included 
maps provide easy-to-follow guides for each of Prague's 
central and picturesque districts, though the suburbs, the 
descriptions of which are mapless and brief, are not so well 
treated. The commentaries at the beginning of the book 
provide a short but interesting synopsis of the city's history 
in the context of Central Europe in general and the new 
Czech Republic that came into existence in 1993. The 
major criticism of this guide is that the text is printed in a 
close and tiny font that requires intense concentration and 
good eyesight! 

A.M.Mannion 

CYCLE TOURS: 24 ONE-DAY ROUTES 
IN BERKS, BUCKS AND OXFORDSHIRE 
Compiled by Nick Cotton 
Southampton and London: Ordnance Survey and 
Hamlyn, 1994 
143pp ISBN 0 600 58156X (Ordnance Survey 
ISBN 0 319 00380 9) £9.99 

Amongst the flurry of cycling route books which have 
appeared in recent years, the Ordnance Survey Cycle Tours 
book is well ahead of the pack. The market was strangely 
ignored for many years, but fuelled by the rise of the ATB 
(mountain bike), guide books began to appear but, all too 
often, had poorly drawn line maps, dull presentation, and 
uninspiring text. However, this series of OS books really 
sets the pace. It has dual strengths of presentation and 
exceptionally well designed tours. 

The A5 size spiral bound book is a pleasure to browse. 
Each of the 24 on- and off-road routes is highlighted on 
reproductions of extracts of OS Landranger 1:50 000 maps 
and interspersed with excellent graphics and colour photo
graphs. The routes, which often straddle OS Landranger 
sheets, are presented on one or two double pages and so 
relieving the cyclist of tedious map changes, folding and 
refolding. 

The fourteen on-road and ten off-road routes are clearly 
well-researched. The on-road routes are predominantly on 
minor roads in unquestionably beautiful and pleasant areas, 
while the off-road tracks are, in my experience, limited to 
the drier bridleways and tracks. Most of my favourite 
stretches of local byways are included in this Berks, Bucks 
and Oxfordshire book - how the compiler, Nick Cotton, 
obtains his knowledge of so many areas of the country is 
quite a puzzle. He even notes his favourite pubs on route 
-perhaps a clue to his information gathering. 

For each route there is a fact box indicating the start 
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and where to park or the nearest railway station, the route 
distance, grading category (five grades from easy to strenu
ous) and a general terrain description. Described as 
one-day routes, many cyclists will complete them in half a 
day, but usually they can be linked to an adjoining route for 
the more energetic. The grading is also geared to the 
"family" cyclist and that can do nothing but good for a 
pastime which is too often associated with the masochistic 
tendency. 

There are a few disappointments in the book, however. 
The fold-over spiral binding is useful, but the AS size of the 
book does not lend itself to pockets or panniers. (The 
definitive map holder for bikes has yet to be designed -
perhaps the OS can set to work on that now.) The rather 
squashed route gradient profiles are not in the least flatter
ing to the weary cyclist straining up a hill, but they do make 
a change from the stock exchange boom and bust profiles 
we see in the newspapers to convey the inclines of the Tour 
de France. 

Many cyclists and all cartographers will dispense with 
the detailed text directions and instead follow the mapped 
yellow highlighted routes, but I am assured that there are 
plenty of people who need to see directions spelt out in clear 
English. 

Most disappointing and surprising of all is the general 
area map used to indicate the location of the routes. It is 
one of the nastiest 1: 250 000 maps I have seen in a long 
time and gives no detailed impression of where the route 
goes and how it links with its neighbours. 

Nonetheless, the book is excellent and is bound to 
encourage cyclists of all capabilities to get out and explore. 
The best compliment for this very enjoyable and inspiring 
book comes in the form of a complaint - it is almost too 
good to take out on the road. 

Stephen Fleming 

AMERICAN PLACES DICTIONARY: A 
GUIDE TO 45,000 POPULATED PLACES, 
NATURAL FEATURES, AND OTHER 
PLACES IN THE U.S. 
Edited by Frank R. Abate 
Detroit: Omnigraphics, 1994 
3636 pp in 4 vols. 
Set ISBN 1 855888 747 4 $350/set hardback 

Editor Frank Abate has compiled a weighty four vol
ume United States gazetteer organized into geographical 
zones. Volumes 1-4 are subtitled Northeast; South; Mid
west; and West, Appendix and Index (including Alaska and 
Hawaii) respectively, each volume then subdivided alpha
betically into states, which in turn are then subjected to a 
further alphabetical subdivision, this time by county. Each 
county section interfiles settlements and administrative 
units, again alphabetically. 

Immediately one is presented with a problem: what if 
the searcher is totally unaware of a place's location, apart 
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from that it lies somewhere in the United States? A general 
236-page index appears at the end of Volume 4, naming 
each place, its status, county, state and relevant volume, but 
fails to identify the page on which the entry appears. For 
this it is necessary to consult a further short index conclud
ing each state section, identifying all gazetteer entries for 
that particular state whilst once more naming its county and 
administrative status, before directing the searcher to the 
page on which the entry is to be found. This is a somewhat 
cumbersome method of navigation around the volumes, and 
can become frustrating, but once the place selected has been 
successfully tracked down, a veritable pandora's box of 
factual information is unearthed. Each entry not only in
cludes latitude and longitude to the second, but information 
on a broad range of features: legal status, for example 
village, township, city and borough; ZIP code; area code; 
population; population density; area; amount of water in 
square miles. Optional extra data include: altitude; a brief 
statement describing that place's location relative to other 
settlements; details on when the place was "incorporated"; 
and information on how its name originated. 

An informative foreword heads each volume, suc
ceeded by an introduction describing the mechanics of how 
the book functions, as well as the way government is 
organized in the United States, followed by a section of 
"Editorial miscellany" comprising entertaining and unusual 
facts relating to the gazetteer's contents. A selected bibliog
raphy rounds off this 45-page opening, all of which is 
repeated in every one of the four volumes. 

Each state section commences with a page illustrating 
that state's official seal, followed by a single-page map 
depicting county boundaries. What ensues is a box of sta
tistical data covering population (using figures from the 
1990 Census); area; relative altitudes; main cities; housing; 
ethnicity; date of admission into the Union; a written de
scription of its location; and details on the history of its 
name. A whole range of unlikely state icons are then listed 
- Idaho's "state fossil" is the Hagerman horse, while Cali
fornia's "state fish" sounds like something extracted from 
a soap opera scriptwriters' convention- the "South Fork 
golden trout". More practical information follows in the 
form of local government structure; settlement history and 
early development - apparently Californian Indians were 
"quite friendly"; statehood details; a history of state 
boundaries; listings of counties (plus places located in more 
than one county); and any general information deemed to 
be of use - South Dakota has a section on Business and 
Commerce. Each county commences with a panel of infor
mation on the county, closely resembling the format used 
for each individual place entry. 

Volume 4 inserts three appendices between the Wyo
ming section and the general index. All three are national 
alphabetical listings (there is no subdivision by state nor 
county), tackling American Indian reservations; military 
bases; and major geographical features- over 500 entries 
falling into thirty categories including mountain ranges to 
plains, oceans to reservoirs, with examples such as the 
Grand Canyon and Nantucket Island. All three appendices 
name state (and county where appropriate), and the place's 

37 



status, be it a Federal Reservation, Navy base, or perhaps 
even a dam. As with individual place names there are 
thorough descriptions for every entry. 

Initial thoughts are that the gazetteer is informative and 
possesses a certain novelty ·value. An sizeable amount of 
effort has been expended to produce almost 4000 pages of 
an extremely well designed page layout which is particu
larly pleasing on the eye. However, is it worth buying? At 
$350 for the full set, one suspects any UK institution would 
be hard pressed to justify such a considerable outlay unless 
they particularly specialize in the United States. This should 
not be the case across the Atlantic, where demand ought to 
see the American Places Dictionary succeed - whether 
purchased as a set of four or simply by region on a single 
volume basis. The terms "enjoyable reading" and "gazet
teer" are seldom synonymous - in this case they most 
definitely are, although one wonders about the consistency 
of content when Westmoreland, Kansas is described as 
being named "For Westmoreland County in England" -
that second "e" was defunct long before the County lost its 
status in 1974. 

NickMillea 

HISTORIANS' GUIDE TO EARLY BRIT
ISH MAPS. A Guide to the Location of 
pre-1900 Maps of the British Isles Pre
served in the United Kingdom and 
Ireland 
General Editor Helen Wallis, assisted by Anita 
McConnell 
Royal Historical Society Guides and Handbooks 
No.18 
London: Office of the Royal Historical Society, 1994 
465 pp ISBN 0 86193 141 6 £29.50 

As the subtitle of this long awaited book carefully 
indicates, this is primarily a directory of repositories of 
early maps in the British Isles. The project behind its 
creation was begun in the 1970s by the late Dr Helen Wallis, 
but progress was forestalled in the mid-80s. Happily the 
project was later revived and the data previously collected 
were updated through the distribution of 450 new question
naires in about 1992. What proportion of these 
questionnaires was returned is not stated, but at least all the 
telephone area codes have been brought into line with the 
1995 changes. 

While the main raison d'etre of the volume is as a 
directory, an important additional feature is the 90 pages of 
introductory essays written by acknowledged experts and 
presented under the title of ''The History and Purpose of 
Maps". These briefly sketch a number of themes in pre-
1900 mapping, and provide an introduction to the different 
kinds of maps which will be found in the map collections 
and repositories listed in the second part. There are also 
essays devoted exclusively to the maps of Wales, Scotland 
and Ireland and a chapter called "Map collecting" which 
actually describes major collections of early maps. 
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In some respects these essays offer a helpful introduc
tion to the different kinds of maps which can be used in 
his_torical research, and most are also well supported by 
bibliographies. These essays certainly make an interesting 
assemblage, but unfortunately they do not present a very 
coherent chronological history of maps, while their purpose 
is seldom elaborated. Simply to say that a map was made to 
show certain features does not sufficiently explain why it 
was made or how it was to be used. 

In spite of the brevity of the essays, there is quite a lot 
of overlap between several of them. and also apparent 
disagreement between authors. What will the uninitiated 
reader make of the statement by Rodney Shirley that "the 
eighteenth century was not noted for innovative mapping", 
when Elizabeth Rodger tells us that a "new era in British 
cartography began in 1700"? Paul Harvey tells us that 
portolan charts "had little influence on English maps", 
whereas Shirley has already informed us that they were one 
of "three main streams of influence that shaped the earliest 
maps of Britain". The remit given to the authors is not very 
clear, as some essays focus mainly on the maps themselves, 
others on the literature about the maps, while still others 
concentrate on discussing the best places to fmd the particu
lar genre of mapping. Many of the best of them touch on all 
three aspects. 

The major part of the book is given over to the directory 
of repositories. These are grouped into England, Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland and Ireland and then subdivided 
by administrative county or region. Entries comprise the 
address and telephone number of the collections, informa
tion about public access, "index" (i.e. cartobibliographic 
control), followed by a brief written description of the kinds 
of maps held. The next section, entitled "Detail" codifies 
the holdings by region and type based on answers to one of 
the questions in the questionnaire. Thus, for example, "3" 
indicates general and regional maps of Scotland, while "14" 
indicates canal maps and plans. It is questionable whether 
this section adds very much to the descriptive section, and 
it would have been more useful if the classification by type 
could have been used as a means of indexing the collections 
(in fact the only index provided is an alphabetical listing of 
collection by name). Finally, information is given about 
publications relating to the collection and any facsimiles or 
reproductions for sale. The book does good service in 
revealing the distribution of both major and minor reposi
tories of early mapping in the British Isles. Also exposed is 
the often poor quality of bibliographic control provided by 
the minders of these collections. Too frequently maps are 
uncatalogued or simply handlisted with no indication of the 
bibliographic standards applied. There is little evidence of 
databasing or sharing of records of rare or unique maps. 
This however renders the book all the more important in 
providing some overall account of what exists. 

One final quibble is about the quality of the book 
design. Although well printed and bound, the typographic 
design could have been considerably improved. It looks as 
though it has been imported from a word processor without 
sufficient consideration of typographic standards! 
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In spite of the limitations suggested in this review, the 
book is a very worthwhile acquisition for libraries and map 
collections, and a useful companion to the new edition of 
the The Directory ofUK Map Collections, also reviewed in 
this issue of the Bulletin. 

R.B. Parry 

NB: This title is available from Cambridge University Press 

A DIRECTORY OF U.K. MAP COLLEC
TIONS 
Third edition. Compiled by Joan Chibnell 
Map Curators' Group Publication No. 4 

. The British Cartographic Society, 1995 
324 pp ISBN 0 904482 11 1 £15.00 UK and Eire 
£20.00 elsewhere. Prices include p & p ' 

The long awaited revision of the Directory of UK Map 
Collections has finally been published and is an essential 
purchase for any collection in the UK. I have to declare an 
interest in reviewing this book: as someone closely in
volved in the compilation of the first two editions, and as a 
very active user oflan Watt's 1985 volume. Indeed my copy 
of the Watt volume is (like most owned by map curators) 
now dog eared and falling apart. The Chibnall volume will 
soon no doubt also suffer this fate. 

Joan Chibnall's volume builds upon the format estab
lished by Ian Watt in his 1985 publication. The cover design 
is the same, the new edition is about the same length as 
Watt's volume, and is published in the same paperback 
format, with a brief introduction, followed by extensive 
listings of collections and two indexes. A similar design has 
been used for the content: camera ready copy photo-re
duced to A5 format. One of the problems with the second 
edition was the impossibility of looking up a page number 
and leaving the book open at that page: the only solution 
was to bend the binding so that the book began to fall apart. 
The new edition unfortunately suffers from the same draw
back. but as a consequence is very good value for money. 
The print run will no doubt soon sell out. 

Its coverage in terms of collections is very similar to 
the Watt volume; 21 collections have asked to be left out of 
this edition, but 17 new collections have been included for 
the first time. Data collection relied in the main upon a 
questionnaire survey of organizations listed in the second 
edition, so continuity is to be expected. There have, how
ever, been very substantial changes in the nine years 
between editions. Polytechnics are now all universities 
following abolition of the binary divide in higher education, 
fax has become ubiquitous, e-mail addresses are appearing 
and all telephone numbers have changed, some several 
times. The need for an updated version of the Directory can 
be seen by comparing Chibnall's volume with Watt's. They 
may look as if they are the same, but the content is dramati
cally different. 

The arrangement of the new edition is a significant 
change from the second edition. The distinction is still 
drawn between National Libraries and the rest of the col-
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lections (Oxford and Cambridge being listed under their 
respective universities rather than with the rest of the copy
rights), but National Mapping Agencies are now listed in a 
new category. The rest of the collections are described in 
administrative county order, with London collections listed 
first. Within these area groupings, collections are described 
under the name of their parent organization, with the excep
tion of Greater London, where entries are grouped under 
Corporation; Government Libraries; Local Authority Li
braries and Museums; Societies, Institutions, Businesses, 
Educational etc; and the University of London. This is a 
rather strange decision, since universities within London 
but not part of the federal university structure are listed in 
a separate sequence from the older established university 
collections . 

On the whole though the arrangement makes more 
sense than Watt's listing under parent body name in a single 
alphabetic sequence: the location of a collection is still 
important for most users and the filing order of a hard copy 
listing should reflect primary uses to be made of the Direc
tory. How long the administrative county will remain the 
most appropriate form of access is open to question given 
the radical changes in administrative geography in the UK 
following the results of the Local Government Boundary 
Commission. The other problem lies with the concept Na
tional Mapping Agencies. The role of the state in mapping 
continues to change and to separate off MOD, OS, OSNI, 
BGS and the 'Soil Surveys' (sic), is much less useful than 
it might have been in the more certain public sector/private 
sector past. 

The layout and content of individual entries is similar 
to the second edition: opening hours and contact numbers 
are more clearly listed, but the same distinction is made 
between address and contact information, and descriptive 
information about the strengths of the collection, special 
collections and facilities. Just as in the second edition there 
is an inevitably uneven treatment of strengths: some signifi
cant collections offer only a sentence of description, 
whereas small and insignificant libraries sometimes receive 
three or four paragraphs. On the whole though the content 
strikes the right balance between brevity and comprehen
sive description. 

Whilst there has been some updating of data to 1994, 
the bulk of the information was collected in the middle of 
1992. Telephone numbers have been updated to 1995 but 
many more e-mail addresses are now established, especially 
in the university sector, and more name changes have taken 
place than are recorded in the book. The Directory is already 
inevitably partly out of date. 

To conclude: this volume builds on earlier versions, 
and indeed improves on many of their features, but contin
ues in the same style. The impression to the outside world 
is of a detailed working document, a rather downmarket 
production, in camera ready copy. Perhaps a reflection of 
the status of map libraries in the UK? Joan Chibnall is, 
however, to be congratulated for persevering with the 
thankless task of collating the huge amounts of information 
presented in this valuable listing. Let us hope that someone 
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will be prepared to undertake further revisions of these data 
in the future and also that the next edition will also be 
available on-line, as a searchable database, with multiple 
access to data across and between fields, so as to allow us 
to exploit the large amount of information available. 

Chris Perkins 
Editor's note: available from Dr 1im Adams, BCS Sales and 
Distribution Manager, c/o Laser-Scan Ltd, Science Park, Milton 
Road, Cambridge CB4 4FY. Cheques in pounds sterling payable 
to British Cartographic Society. There is a £5.00 discount for BCS 
members. Please quote your membership number. 

DELORME "MAP'N'GO" 
Freeport, Maine: DeLorme Mapping, 1994 
1 CD-ROM with User's Guide and paperback North 
America Atlas and Gazetteer 
ISBN 0 89933 957 3 US $ 39.00 

British readers of the Bulletin will almost certainly be 
familiar with the hugely successful route planning packages 
of the UK and elsewhere epitomized by AutoRoute. 
Map 'n 'Go is also a computer based route planner, but the 
concept is taken further than in any of its UK based coun
terparts, and developed into something approaching a 
complete tourist information system. 

Map'n 'Go comes as a CD-ROM, together with a 128-
page conventional softcover atlas and a user's guide, the 
latter providing much better documentation than that which 
accompanied earlier DeLorme products. To run the package 
you need a fairly powerful mM-compatible microcomputer 
running Microsoft Windows and DOS 4.1 or better, with a 
minimum of 4MB RAM. Three MB of available hard disk 
space are also required, and of course a CD-ROM drive, and 
mouse. A Microsoft Windows-compatible VGA card and 
monitor displaying 256 colours, and a sound card are also 
recommended to make full use of the package. 

Given suitable hardware, the installation is straight 
forward and the package is soon ready to perform and is 
great fun to use. You can familiarize yourself with its 
features by running the tutorial, in which you are urged to 
"Plan it! Route it! Map it! And go!", and which demon
strates what can be done in planning a route from Freeport, 
Maine (the home of DeLorme) to Bar Harbor. 

The screen has a typical DeLorme floating toolbox at 
the right hand side, with buttons allowing you to find maps 
by place name, ZIP code or telephone area code, to plan and 
erase routes, print maps and route plans and to pan and 
zoom. This may also be rearranged as a toolbar along the 
top of the screen or hidden altogether to increase the area 
of visible map. A small overview map and a legend may 
also be displayed, while a permanent menu bar provides the 
complete choice of Map 'n 'Go functions. 

The first thing you notice is the quality of the maps, 
which are "real" maps, not just topological networks of 
roads and intersections. As well as the highway system they 
include relief and drainage, forested areas, and numerous 
cultural features. When a route has been planned, it is shown 
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on these maps by a transparent coloured highlight placed 
over the roads to be travelled. Zooming in provides more 
map detail which is added at a level appropriate to the scale 
or "magnitude". Thus you cannot swamp the map with 
excessive detail, nor can you over enlarge the map, although 
the look of the map is probably optimal at magnitude 10. 
Magnitude 11 adds only a little extra detail and looks a little 
crude. The largest magnitudes, 12 and 13, are reserved for 
town and metropolitan areas and include some important 
buildings and street names. Additional street names can also 
be found by operating the "street cursor". 

Essentially, the route planning function is similar to 
other packages. You can select the quickest, shortest or 
preferred route, and you can instruct the computer on the 
start, finish and any desired "waypoints" by flagging them 
on screen. or by selecting a route management dialog(ue) 
box and typing the names of the places. 'JYpe in SEATILE 
and click "select" and this unique name is added immedi
ately to your route; type PORTLAND and you are given a 
list of 24 places of that name in 21 different states, from 
which to make your selection! Preferred routes are deter
mined according to the user's pre-selected preferences for 
different kinds of road, ranging from forest roads to toll and 
limited access roads. When a route has been calculated, a 
box is delivered on the screen containing a travel plan: 
times, distances, directions of travel, highway numbers and 
names of nearby towns are all given. You also get a map of 
the whole route which can be viewed as a whole or in
spected in greater detail by zooming in to chosen locations. 

Most of the functions described so far will be familiar 
to users of other electronic route planners, although the way 
the maps are integrated with the routing is far superior to 
anything this reviewer had seen before. However, the de
lights of this package do not end here. At mag.1 0 and higher, 
a new set of symbols appears under certain place names. 
These indicate additional information concerning hotels, 
camp grounds, restaurants, and points of interest. By click
ing on the symbols, you can find information about any of 
these categories which are present. Thus for Olympia, the 
Washington State capital, a choice of three hotels/motels is 
offered, with information including room rates, facilities, 
addresses and phone and fax numbers given for each. Want 
to know where the Best Western is located? Again, the 
package obliges: click on "locate" and the name is added in 
its correct position on Capitol Avenue. 

Points of interest for Olympia consist of a brief descrip
tion of the city, and information about the Washington State 
Capital Museum. Each item is accompanied by a photo
graph (about 50% of the 4 000 points of interest in the 
package have a photo as well as text). Descriptions are of 
course quite brief, but provide an indication of what might 
be of interest to the passing tourist. Points of interest" Along 
the Way" can also be retrieved for a route once planned. 
Map'n'Go will find all the sites within a selected distance 
(5, 10, 20 or 50 miles) from the route. They can then be 
played as a slide show with a voice over reading the texts. 

Although primarily a computer package, Map 'n 'Go 
includes a conventional large format printed atlas, and this 
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too deserves comment. Essentially the atlas contains the 
same mapping as the screen maps at mag. 10, and, like the 
disk, it covers the whole of North and Central America and 
the Caribbean, though not at a uniform scale (the main body 
of maps is at 1 inch = 25 miles/ 1: 1 600 000). In contrast 
to most American road atlases, which are collections of 
individual state maps, this one treats the continent as a unit 
broken down into a series of contiguous sheets, making it 
much easier to use. Also included are the larger scale city 
and metropolitan area maps of the USA, Mexico and 
Canada. The idea is that you print out your routes before 
embarking on a journey and take the paper atlas along with 
you as a back up in case you change your plans. The atlas 
is also useful for identifying waypoints in a proposed ex
cursion before getting the computer to do the routing 
between them. 

The printed "Travel Plan" is a full colour route map 
covering a swath of land about 40 miles wide, orientated in 
the direction of travel, and referenced to the page numbers 
of the atlas. It also has text boxes describing route changes, 
and will include the locations of any hotels, points of 
interest etc. which the user has attached to the route before 
printing. Distan~ and travel times are printed along the 
sides of this travel plan. Clearly, this product has been very 
well thought out and provides an excellent example of what 
can be done in developing a mapping package dedicated to 
a particular purpose. 

Fmally, one must draw attention to the amazingly low 
price of the package. Currently it retails in the USA at 
$39.00. At present there is no retail distribution in the UK, 
but anyone wishing to obtain a copy can order by credit card 
direct from DeLorme. Shipping is via UPS and adds an 
extra $28.00 to the price if despatched to the UK, but it is 
still a bargain! Would be purchasers are advised to contact 
DeLonne for the latest pricing and shipping information. 
The address is DeLonne Mapping, P.O. Box 298, Freeport, 
Maine04032, USA, Tel. 207 865 4171 orFax207 865 9291. 

Bob Parry 

MAJOR AND MRS HOLT'S BATTLE MAP 
OF THE YPRES SALIENT 
Drawn by Wendy Hough; designed by Tonie and 
Valmai Holt 
Sandwich: T. & V. Holt Associates, 1993 
ISBN 0 9511300 3 X 

As we approach the millennium, selling the past be
comes ever more important. A whole new genre of military 
heritage mapping is evolving which plays an important part 
in this process. These maps package and interpret the mili
tary history of an area and depict sites associated with past 
conflicts, which may be visited by the heritage tourist. 1\vo 
problems stand out in the design of these maps: how to deal 
with different time frames so as to depict the process of past 
events and to map the current evidence of these; and how 
much interpretative information to include in the map. 

Major and Mrs Holt's Battle map of the Jpres Salient 
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is a good example of the genre, which attempts to fuse time 
frames in a single display, and offer an exhaustive listing 
and classification of current sites, rather than giving much 
interpretation of events or the context in which the com
memorative sites are marketed. The irony of such an 
approach is that by mapping and listing sites and offering 
no explanation, and by simplifying historical events span
ning three· years of war into lines on a single map, the map 
inevitably offers a very partial view of Ypres, whilst pre
tending to be comprehensive. 

Published at 1 :45 000 scale this A2 sized double sided 
map covers the area between the French border and Passen
dale, where the flower of English and German youth died 
in the Flanders mud between October 1914 and the end of 
1917. It provides a very exhaustive spatial index to sites 
which have become significant to British historians in the 
eighty years since the battles. Almost no sites commemo
rating the German side of events are depicted on this map. 
The impression is of a busy, cluttered, open air museum, 
showing sites to be ticked off on holiday by the British 
tourist, for these foreign fields are indeed for ever England 
(and Welsh, Scottish and Irish) on this map. The text on the 
back of the map reinforces this message: how to telephone 
Belgium from the UK, tourist office addresses, the Com
monwealth War Graves Commission addresses are all part 
of a tourist package. Little impression is given of the 
needless human suffering which took place, or of the proc
esses creating this vast commemorative industry. 

The reverse of the map comprises a grid reference 
index and alphabetical indexes to different kinds of sites. In 
addition, a list of abbreviations is provided and the legend 
to the map appears twice. The map itself concentrates upon 
the location of the large number of sites worth visiting. The 
four colour design depicts sites by equal sized circles, 
coloured according to the type of site and numbered in a 
single sequence for each grid square. A rather strange design 
choice: it would have made the map much easier to interpret 
if the different kinds of site had been depicted by iconic 
rather than abstract symbols. The numbering of the sites is 
also confusing and frustrating. Within each grid square, 
sites are numbered and indexed on the reverse of the map. 
To find out the name of each site you have to keep turning 
the map over. 

Albertina memorials, bunkers, craters, demarcation 
stones, memorials, museums, and war cemeteries are dis
tinguished. Indexes locate memorials to, and burials of 
literary figures and Victoria Cross winners. No attempt is 
made to distinguish between the relative significance of 
these "attractions", the most insignificant demarcation 
stone becomes graphically equated with hugely poignant 
and impressive sites such as the Menin Gate, or the '!yne 
Cote cemetery. The single map scale might also make the 
map hard to use, for example in tracing the large number of 
memorials in Ypres itself, or around 'JYne Cote. Larger scale 
insets would have clarified. 

In addition to the point symbols, some 1914-1918 
place names are included in red, named cross-roads or 
corners are shown and farms and some important buildings 
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are also named. Battle lines at six different dates are shown. 
The map only shows modem roads, settlements, woods and 
rivers that feature regularly in battle accounts or are essen
tial for orientation. It also distinguishes land above 50 
metres (in a rather confusing grey which at first glance 
suggests built up areas). 

So the overall impression is of a listing, both textual 
and spatial, which could have been designed to communi
cate its message more effectively, but which condenses a 
large amount of tourist information into a comprehensive 
and concise form. Used in conjunction with a guidebook to 
the area, such as the Holt's own publication, this map will 
help direct visitors to the remains of the battles. It will in 
itself not help them to understand or rage against the ob
scene events which took place in the Flemish mud. 

Chris Perkins 

THE NATIONAL ECONOMIC ATLAS OF 
CHINA 
Chairman of the Editorial Board - Gan Ziyu; Spe
cial Editor and Adviser- D.R.F. Taylor 
Hong Kong: Oxford University Press, 1994 
16pp prelims; 314pp maps; 178pp notes ISBN 0 
19 585736 4 £225.00 

This large format (340 x 500 mm) and impressively 
bound volume has been compiled and edited by members 
of the Institute of Geography, Chinese Academy of Sciences 
and State Planning Committee, the State Economic Infor
mation Centre, and the Institute of Statistics of the State 
Statistical Bureau. Support was also provided by the Na
tional Bureau of Surveying and Mapping. The National 
Atlas Series is one of the key projects of scientific research 
defined in the 'Twelve Year National Plan for the Develop
ment of Science' drawn up under the direct supervision of 
Zhou Enlai in 1956. In the words of the current premier, Li 
Peng, the series is "a concentrated portrayal of the country's 
physical geography, society, history and achievements in 
economy and culture" and "provides important information 
for acquiring an overall understanding of the nation". 

Work on the project started in 1958 when the planned 
series initially comprised four volumes- general, physical, 
historical and economic. The Physical Atlas of the People~ 
Republic of China appeared in 1956 and the general one, 
entitled Provincial Maps of the People~ Republic of China, 
in 1969 but work on the other titles then ceased until 1981 
when it was also decided to add an agricultural atlas to the 
series. The tomes published to date are encyclopaedic, 
comprehensive and authoritative works of important refer
ence value to the nation, but also to the international 
audience reflecting as they do the enormous advances in 
science and technology which have taken place over the last 
four decades. 

This new work contains 265 maps divided into ten 
groups of subjects. These depict the distribution, evalu
ation and utilization of various types of resources - the 
quantitative and qualitative features of population and the 
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regional variations in the labour force; the structure and 
growth rate of comprehensive indicators of the Chinese 
economy; the allocation and levels of agricultural sectors; 
the structure of industrial sectors; the number and spatial 
distribution of both large and medium-sized enterprises, 
major industrial products and important industrial equip
ment; the communications network and its carrying 
capacity; the condition and facilities of buildings, urban 
construction and environmental protection; the back
ground to, circulation scale and varieties of commerce, 
foreign trade, banking and tourism; the development and 
particular characteristics of education, science and technol
ogy, culture, health services and sport; and the overall 
economy and regional advantages of the Chinese provinces 
and autonomous regions. 

Vast amounts of officially gathered data relating to all 
aspects of the economy were employed during the compi
lation of the included maps. These were collected during 
the period 1985 to 1990 and total approximately 100 million 
bytes in volume. In order to enable the processing, analysis 
and eventual mapping of such a huge amount of information 
a database and cartographic software system were utilized, 
so making it possible to compile the majority of the included 
graphics using computer-assisted methods. The base maps 
were established with the aid of ARC/INFO and a relational 
database management system was also necessarily em
ployed and subjected to annual updating and renewal. 

At the data capture stage a five-class quality control 
process was implemented. This took place, sequentially, at 
the enterprise, county, prefecture/city and provincial levels, 
with the final step being computer quality control. Record
ing of the data was also done with great care, and confidence 
can be placed in the accuracy of the included details. It is 
difficult to comprehend the amount and complexity of the 
information used during compilation, and the linking of the 
various data sets, and their reformulation and compression 
into a format suitable for use in the atlas, is a remarkable 
achievement. Most certainly the editorial work would have 
been extremely difficult - if not impossible - without the 
use of computer-assisted cartography! 

However, in spite of the adoption of this 'high-tech' 
approach, considerable time went into the production of the 
maps which are 'static' and show data as at one particular 
moment in time. Thus by definition they are dated, and 
topic details range in vintage from those of 1985 to 1990. 
Four books of accompanying text material have therefore 
been prepared to supplement and complement the maps, 
and their content corresponds to the ten major sections of 
the work. The object of these specialist -produced essays is 
to provide a description and analysis of each of the major 
topics and to update all of the data to at least 1990. 

The majority of the included maps depict the whole of 
the country and appear as double page spreads (1:9 000 
000), single pages ( 1: 14 000 000) or half page displays ( 1 :20 
000 000). In addition there are insets relating to the South 
China Sea Islands; a number of world maps which have 
been incorporated for purposes of economic comparison; 
illustrations of adjacent sea areas; and coverage of individ-
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ual provinces at a variety of scales. Most national maps are 
plotted on a conic projection with two standard parallels, 
but those representing the whole of the world employ a 
multiconic graticule with 150° as the central meridian- so 
allowing China to appear at the centre of the display. It 
appears that the design team has skilfully organized the 
project for reproduction using the three standard, subtrac
tive primary colours plus black, and the end-product results 
from the use of computer-controlled printing methods. 

The overall, general impressions gained from a perusal 
of this massive tome are of its unquestionable editorial 
scholarship, clarity of presentation, efficiency as a medium · 
of communication, together with immense admiration for 
all of those involved in its creation and publication'"" this is 
a monumental work in every respect! Of course it is possi
ble to be critical. Tones employed to distinguish between 
categories of related data represented by the same symbol 
are sometimes difficult to distinguish against a multi-col
oured background; some of the colours used are perhaps 
too vibrant to suit western tastes; I would have preferred 
that Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan were not presented as 
being part of the Chinese People's Republic, etc.; but these 
are the reactions of a European! I am pleased that included 
names are displayed in a Romanized form conforming to 
the decisions made by the United National Group of Experts 
on Geographical Names. The system adopted follows rules 
issued by the Place Names Commission of China, the 
Written System Reform Commission of China, and the 
State Bureau of Surveying and Mapping. My strongest 
criticism relates to the virtual absence of a graticule (only 
the Physical map includes one), and the fact that it has not 
been considered important to include a gazetteer with geo
graphical references to the incorporated names - surely for 
the non-Chinese reader this would have been helpful? 

Credit must be given to External Affairs and Interna
tional Trade Canada which provided a grant through their 
Pacific 2000 Research Fund and helped make possible the 
production of this English language version of the Atlas. 
Congratulations should also be extended to Fraser Taylor 
(President, International Cartographic Association) for his 
efforts in editing and co-ordinating this edition. I agree 
completely with his view that "To give a comprehensive 
graphic picture of the largest nation on Earth in population 
terms is no mean achievement, and is a major contribution 
to our understanding of one of the most remarkable eco
nomic and social changes of our times". 

R.W.Anson 

ATLAS OF WORLD DEVELOPMENT 
Edited by Tim Unwin 
Chichester: John Wiley and Sons, 1994 
346pp ISBN 0 471 94991 4 £59.95 

The Atlas of World Development, published as a col
laborative effort by prominent researchers from the 
Developing Areas Research Group of the Institute of British 
Geographers, presents a unique and innovative attempt to 
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explore the changing boundaries of global development. 
By using a combination of maps and text in the format of 
an atlas, it "seeks to provide an interpretation of the world 
at the end of the 20th Century" (p xviii) through an inves
tigation of the social, economic, political and ideological 
processes which influence world development. Through 
graphical representation the. collection presents a novel 
interpretation of global interaction, inequality and poverty 
by highlighting the different life experiences of communi
ties across the globe. A central aim which is visible 
throughout the volume is the promotion of an understanding 
of the processes which influence development at a range of 
different scales from the global to the local, a feature which 
makes this atlas different from its predecessors. 

As a source of information, the edition provides theo
retical and applied material on both human and physical 
processes. It contains some of the standard material which 
you would expect from an atlas on development, including 
climate change, geology, poverty, population density, and 
literacy rates. More importantly, this is supplemented by 
novel information on a host of topics from definitions of 
development to informed discussions on cultural differ
ence, death penalties, ethnic pluralism, food security and 
revolution. Furthermore, although a global perspective is 
often given, a unique feature of this collection is the inclu
sion of a number of specific regional case studies, which 
highlight the difference between regions of the globe. 

The atlas is divided into six main parts: Definitions of 
Development and Historical Context; The Environment of 
Development; Population, Class and Education; Production 
and Exchange; States, Wars and Elections; Images, Relig
ion and Language. The first two parts act as an introduction, 
whilst the remainder represent the four main themes of 
social, economic, political and ideological development. 
This structure reflects the editor's intention for this atlas to 
be different from its predecessors in three distinct ways. 
Firstly, it provides a valuable theoretical framework and 
overview of world development through a discussion of 
traditional and alternative projections of the world, the 
history of the world system, and an analysis of terminology. 
Secondly, it is concerned with the processes of change, a 
theme which runs throughout the atlas and is specifically 
represented by contributions on apartheid and changing 
political stability. The third, and most original feature of 
the atlas, is its examination of geographical processes at a 
range of different social and spatial scales. This is well 
exemplified by a number of detailed case studies, including 
interesting contributions on the spread of HIV in Namibia 
and voting behaviour in India. 

Although, as one would expect, the atlas is primarily a 
graphical representation of current theoretical and applied 
development research, it also offers a collection of short 
introductory essays, tables containing useful data, and key 
references for further reading. World maps have been con
structed using the Eckert IV projection, which gives Africa 
a suitably prominent position. The collection is well pro
duced, and although there is some difference in the quality 
of contributions and a lack of continuity in places, this does 
not affect the overall quality. For those interested in devel-
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opment, the value of this atlas lies in the variety of tailor
made maps which evoke images of issues in a more real and 
imaginative way than would be possible in a conventional 
text. 

My only criticism, mainly due to my own research 
interests, concerns the omission of most of the Caribbean 
and Pacific Islands from maps due to the common problems 
of projection and scale. Although the editor makes apolo
gies for this, and uses specific case studies that draw 
attention to island states, I think it is unfortunate that such 
a innovative project which has successfully overcome many 
of the other weaknesses of previous atlases, could not 
address this problem. 

The Atlas of Development makes steps to promote a 
more holistic and challenging response to development 
needs, and encourages an appreciation of the concept of 
difference. By emphasizing a range of spatial scales, and 
highlighting the interaction between the 'North' and 
'South', the editor challenges contemporary thinking on 
world development. In my opinion, the atlas will be of use 
to anyone interested in development. Since I acquired the 
volume, I have found myself using it for teaching and 
research on a number of occasions. Students, in particular, 
have found it a useful introduction to the complexities of 
development. Finally, as the editor states, the atlas reflects 
the interests of British geographers in the development 
field, and as such represents an important testimony to 
current research. 

Sally Lloyd-Evans 
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Roger Anson is Principal Lecturer in Cartography, School 
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University 

Ron Beard is Senior Lecturer in Mapping and Geography, 
University of Luton 
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London School of Economics 

Dr Erlet Cater is Lecturer in Geography, The Universityof 
Reading 
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University 

Dr Stephen Fleming is an on- and off-road cyclist and an 
independent research consultant 

David Forrest is Lecturer in Cartography at the Depart
ment of Geography and Topographic Science, 
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Dr Sally Lloyd-Evans is a Lecturer in the Department of 
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Department of Geography, University of Reading 
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44 

BRITISH CARTOGRAPIDC SOCIETY AWARDS 
1995 

This year we added yet another award to our pro
gramme: The Godfrey Award, given to a map librarian, 
who, in the judges eyes, furthered the use, understanding 
and appreciation of maps in an exceptional way. This years 
winner was Martin Ha yes of West Sussex County Council, 
who won a specially commissioned wood carving and a 
cheque for £250. 

The National Geographic Award went to Paul 
Oldieve from the University of Swansea and who will be 
using his £500 scholarship to study for a postgraduate 
course at the University of Glasgow. 

Some great submissions were entered into The Laser 
Scan Award, and the winner was Christopher Machin, 
University of Luton, for his project "Environmental Con
flicts and Concerns of Tourist, Recreation and Nature 
Conservation in the Norfolk Broads". Keith Moore, also 
from the University of Luton, was given a highly corn
mended award. 

The KeutTel and Esser Award was won by Rowena 
Marshal} from Somerset College of Arts & Technology. 
The Higher Award winner was Janie Lester from Oxford 
Brookes University. 

Michael Wood from University of Aberdeen won The 
Wallis-Genasys Award, which was for the best original 
article in the Cartographic Journal last year. 

Geoprojects (UK) Ltd. and it's map 'City of London 
Map' won The John Bartholomew Award, and we had had 
two Highly Commendeds. Michael Middleditch's 'Map of 
the Paris Metro System' and Geoprojects (UK) Ltd.'s 'Tour
ist Map of Dubai'. 

We had numerous entrants for this years British Car
tographic Society Design Award, the winner being 
Harvey Map Services Ltd. with 'The Walker's map: Cairn 
Gorm'. We also had two highly commended- Geoprojects 
(UK) Ltd.'s 'Oxford Canal' and Michael Middleditch's 
Map of the Paris Metro System'. 

This Year we can offer yet another prize, The Ord
nance Survey Award for innovation in design and 
presentation of spatial information in conventional or elec
tronic media. 

We have also amended the rules for the Design Award 
to allow maps from CD Rom to be entered. I hope this will 
encourage new entrants to come forward. 
You can get entry forms and information on all of the above from 
Julie Snook, 16, Emmett Road, Rownhams, Southampton. SO 16 
8JB 

from a BCS press release 
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