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MACROMEDIAFREEHAND 5 
PostScript drawing package for Macintosh and 
Windows (v5 for Windows due later in 1995). 
Published by Macromedia Inc. (0101 415 252 
2000) 
Distributed in the UK by Computers Unlimited 
(0181 200 8282) 
Suggested selling price £450 
Typical selling price £320 
Educational pricing £195 ( 10 pack £650) 
Upgrade from earlier versions £99 
Cross-grade from Illustrator, Canvas £149 

This is probably the most important upgrade FreeHand has 
seen. FreeHand 4 was a distinctly lacklustre version - in 
fact so lacklustre that most people left it mouldering in a 
corner of their hard disk, and continued to use FreeHand 
3.11, the version they knew and trusted. Combine this with 
the shadow of the Adobe/ Aldus merger and FreeHand's new 
final resting place with Macromedia, and this upgrade had 
to work, or even die-hard users would begin to cast glances 
towards lllustrator. Things looked up when the US version 
of FreeHand was launched within days of FreeHand offi
cially returning to Macromedia, and even better when the 
UK version was launched two months earlier than its origi
nal release date. 

So, Macromedia seem to have got it right. This is a solid 
upgrade, with many new genuinely useful features, together 
with a thorough re-examination of the existing Freehand 4 
interface. It has received general acclaim with both the press 
(but then, so did FreeHand 4) and users (who, in the main, 
shunned FreeHand 4). However, cartographers have some 
particular needs from a drawing package, so how does 
FreeHand 5 shape up ? Bearing in mind that many cartog
raphers will have stuck with FreeHand 3, I'll assume that 
many of you don't have much experience of FreeHand 4. 

If you are upgrading from FreeHand 3 to FreeHand 5, 
leave yourself a few days to get used to a new interface and 
way of working. The most noticeable differences are a 
plethora of dialog boxes (known as palettes) and a changed 
way of handling text, though if you have used FreeHand 4, 
these won't come as any suprise. Realistically, this now 
means you need two screens (though there is a keyboard 
shortcut to quickly hide all the palettes if you are forced to 
use only one screen), and although Macromedia claim 
FreeHand will run with 5MB of application (not machine) 
RAM, it seems happiest with around 12.5MB of application 
RAM (some of this can be generated by a utility such as 
RAM Doubler without any problem). FreeHand isn't alone 
in these burgeoning memory requirements- lllustrator now 
needs at least 10MB of application RAM to run without 
difficulties. The good news is that the installer now installs 
680x0, Fat Binary and PowerPC Native versions from the 
same disks, and on all machines FreeHand 5 is noticeably 
faster than FreeHand 4, though for anything but the simplest 
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diagrams, a Quadra or Power Macintosh machine is virtu
ally essential. ' · 

One of the main keys of FreeHand 5's success are its 
Preferences. There are now around 70 different options 
available, enabling you to tailor the application to your 
specific needs. Evidently Macromedia had plenty of user 
feedback from FreeHand 4, and built this into FreeHand 5. 
Whilst version 4 had a 'rushed' feel to it, version 5- though 
functionally quite similar to FreeHand 4 - has a mature, 
considered feel. You will want to vary your Preferences 
based on experience with FreeHand 5, and you will find it 
takes a couple of months to decide which settings suit you 
best. 

Text handling has been a bug-bear in the previous two 
versions of FreeHand - and FreeHand 5 is no different. 
FreeHand 3 had the dreaded Text dialog box, and everyone 
clamoured for direct entry onto the screen (like Adobe 
lllustrator). FreeHand 4 eliminated the Text dialog box, and 
then we all realised how much we really loved it. FreeHand 
5 offers the compromise of both methods of text entry, but 
unlike many compromises, this is one which aids efficiency. 
You can choose to always use the text dialog (via Prefer
ences), or far more usefully, use it when needed, using the 
option key in conjunction with the text tool. Thus it is 
possible to edit small text when viewed at a low magnifica
tion. 

As FreeHand 4 users will already know, versions 4 and 
5 have greatly enhanced text handling abilities - tabs; 
hanging and paragraph indents, chained columns, tables, 
etc- but all this comes at a price. Cartographers complained 
(deservedly) about FreeHand 4's text boxes. FreeHand 5 
has the compromise of either normal or text boxes which 
auto-expand in either one or two directions. However, the 
auto-expand feature isn't ideal- particularly as you can 
loose all text formatting - and has to be used with caution. 
Enlarging text size with auto-expand off can mean you have 
to re-size every text block. Changing letter and word spac
ing via the Inspector palette is still awkward and not 
intuitive, and it's still too hard to access such simple things 
as text alignment. FreeHand's Text palette needs to be given 
far more power- Quark XPress's text bar is the standard 
Macromedia should be aiming for. Strangely, for a package 
aiming to be used for page layout, invisible text formatting 
characters (such as tab and return) cannot be displayed. 
Because FreeHand 3 handles text differently to FreeHand 
5, and because many of the text handling features are not 
present in FreeHand 3, do not be suprised if file sizes grow 
quite considerably when converted to FreeHand 5 format. 
For general day-to-day cartographic use, text handling is 
FreeHand 5's most disappointing feature, adequate but not 
exceptional. 

There are some bright spots on the text front, however. 
Filled and Stroked text is now as easy as FreeHand 3; text 
style sheets now give you powerful text control easily; a 
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spelling checker is included; and handling of text bound to 
a path is almost up to Illustrator's standard. For general text 
layout, FreeHand 5's abilities should not be underestimated. 
It still doesn't have all the flexibility and subtlety of a 
dedicated page layout package such as Quark XPress, but 
its capabilities far exceed those of Illustrator, and it can 
handle complex typesetting in its stride. 

Many other improvements have been made to ease life. 
FreeHand's pasteboard is now a whopping 22' square- big 
enough for any job. Colour handling is far better; dragging 
a colour to the Colour list automatically names that colour 
with its CMYK values, and when updating or renaming a 
colour, all its associated tints are also automatically updated 
and renamed; creating and editing tints of a colour is far 
easier than FreeHand 4. Multi-coloured gradient fills with 
up to 64 colours are now available. You can now zoom up 
to 25,600 per cent for very precise placement of elements. 
FreeHand 5 imports and exports all versions of Illustrator 
files, as well as EPS and PICT. The Layers palette has been 
enhanced, enabling each layer to be individually locked and 
viewed in preview, key line or turned off, as well as easily 
moving layers between foreground and background. 
Guides have also been greatly enhanced - any object can 
now be a guide, and guides can be selectively locked, 
deleted and added. lllustrator users will be glad to hear that 
you can now have multiple views of the same document. 

Perhaps the most exciting development with FreeHand 
5 is the introduction ofXtras. Altsys, the original developers 
of FreeHand (now part of Macromedia), first introduced a 
plug-in Xtra with FreeHand 3, which enabled users to 
import and export Illustrator files. However, the technology 
has matured from simple filters to powerful specialist tools. 
Unlike Illustrator Plug-ins, Xtras can be developed beyond 
simple non-interactive control using dialog boxes, into in
teractive tools that call up their own associated palettes, and 
have their own preferences. A number ofXtras are included 
with FreeHand 5, including one that lets you use Illustrator 
Plug-ins- these appear in FreeHand's Xtras menu in italics 
and function without problem. Other Xtras include a spiral 
tool that is far more user-friendly than lllustrator's equiva
lent, an excellent 3-D rotation tool, a fisheye lens tool and 
an eye-dropper tool, which in addition to working with 
objects created in FreeHand can select colours from placed 
TIFF and PICT images. Macromedia is actively encourag
ing third party development of Xtras, and has released a 
Software Developers Kit to easily create customised tools. 
Third party Xtras already announced include an Xtras ver
sion of Letraset Envelopes, and Bullfrog's Encompass, 
which will allow users to select any area on a map and 
accurately determine its area, and also calculate scaled 
distances on maps. 

There still are a few areas of weakness for cartogra
phers that have been carried over from FreeHand 4. Custom 
dashes still only work to the nearest 0.5pt, and you cannot 
set a dash value of Opt to generate a line with true dots; the 
1000 node limit for paths still exists; multiple selected 
objects cannot be transformed from their individual centres, 
and the ability to import file formats such as DXF and CMG 
is still not possible directly. Some users have experienced 
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problems with strange text re-flows and substitutions, par
ticularly when converting between versions 3 and 5. This 
will be addressed by a version 5.0.1 patcher, which should 
be available by the time you read this. 

However, despite these weaknesses, FreeHand 5 is a 
major advance, and for the first time since FreeHand 2, most 
people are in agreement that FreeHand has not just drawn 
level with lllustrator, but forged ahead considerably. It can 
be quite a shock converting from both lllustrator and Free
Hand 3. Be prepared to give yourself some time, read the 
manual well, and persevere -you will be richly rewarded. 
After 3 months of working almost exclusively with Free
Hand 5, version 3 seems cramped, dull and lacking in 
features. Macromedia have secured FreeHand's future with 
version 5, and seem to be a company small enough to 
respond quickly to consumer demand- their aim is to bring 
out a major upgrade to FreeHand every 12 months. Adobe 
currently seem distracted by projects such as Acrobat on the 
World Wide Web, and seem content to delay further devel
opment of lllustrator. This might be just the opportunity 
Macromedia needs to firmly establish FreeHand as the 
number one drawing package, and most people's first 
choice. 

ERDAS IMAGINE 'fMsoftwarelllardware 
Bundles 

ERDAS recently announced the availability of new 
low cost turnkey systems for the ERDAS IMAGINE ™ 
range of Remote Sensing and GIS software. 

For a limited period, network-ready workstations pre
installed with ERDAS IMAGINE software will be 
available from ERDAS (UK) Ltd. The systems will be 
aggressively priced and are based on either the latest Sun 
or Silicon Graphics hardware. The hardware comprises an 
SG Indy R4600 or Sun SPARC 5 S24 Model85 workstation 
with 32 Mbyte RAM, 24 bit graphics, 1.05 Gbyte internal 
Fast SCSI-2 disk, 17" Colour Monitor, Keyboard & Mouse 
and thin ethernet network transceiver. Bundled with the 
hardware is a full ERDAS IMAGINE Production Licence 
including VISTA, Image Interpreter, Classification, Spatial 
Modeler and Map Composer. 

The normal price of this hardware and software to
gether is nearly £24000, but the bundle is being launched 
in the UK and Eire at £17495. This effectively reduces the 
price of the high speed Unix Workstation component to that 
of a mid range PC. The bundles are aimed at new users not 
necessarily familiar with installing hardware or software. 
Upgrades to larger RAM, hard discs and monitors are also 
available. A range of CD-ROMs and tape drives can also 
be purchased to suit individual users' requirements. 

ERDAS IMAGINE is the most widely used software 
of its type in the world. In addition to IMAGINE Produc
tion, ERDAS software is also available for digital 
photograrnmetry, radar data processing, geo-based system 
development and vector map updating. 

For further information, contact ERDAS (UK) Ltd on 01223 
880802 or FAX 01223 880160. 

from an ERDAS press release 
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