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BUBBLEJET PRINTERS 
LazerSharp, the range of materials for computer graph

ics and DTP from West Design Products Ltd, has four new 
additions for inkjet and bubblejet printers: Inkjet Presenta
tion Paper, Inkjet Presentation Film, Bubblejet Paper and 
Bubblejet OHP Film - all in A4 and A3 sizes. They have 
been selected from the best materials and are suitable for all 
makes of printers. 

NOVAJET 
Available in AI and AO sizes and packed with new 

features such as automatic ink level monitoring with an 
early warning signal, to prevent wasted prints, the Novajet 
Ill improves sharpness of lines and small fonts. Faster 
output means an AI size graphic can be printed in under 15 
minutes. It comes as standard with a Windows 3.1 driver 
and a PostScript Level 11 compatible interpreter is also 
available to provide standard halftone, error-diffuse dither 
and stochastic screening, and it connects to PC, Mac and 
Unix networks. 

PAPER TYPESETTER 
LaserMaster's new Unity 1800 A3Plus and Unity 

1800XL plain paper typesetters print with 1800 x 1800 
TurboRes resolution - the highest available on plain paper. 
The A3Plus features oversized printing capabilities with an 
image area of300 x 483mm plus registration and crop marks 
for A3 format full bleed documents. It costs £8,495. Both 
machines provide PostScript Level 2 support using the 
PowerPage interpreter, and simultaneous connectivity to 
virtually all operating environments through LocalTalk. 
The 1800XL costs £6,995. 

IMTEC PLOITER 
The Polyprint from Imtec offers fast A1 plain paper 

plots from CAD and scanning systems. Plots from A4 up at 
400dpi, are produced at a rate of three AI or ten A4 size 
every minute. It uses a fast RISC controller to scale and 
rotate images automatically to fit any size of paper without 
operator intervention; and it recognises whether the data be 
vector or raster. Vector formats -such as HPGL, HPGU2, 
CalComp 906/907 and compressed, uncompressed and tiled 
raster formats are currently supported. The Polyprinter may 
also be used for DTP and general printing applications. An 
internal floppy disc drive allows future data format up
grades to be implemented at a later date. 

Mike Shand is Senior Cartographer in the Department of Topog
raphical Sciences at Glasgow University 
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SCANNER I IMAGESEITER 
PM Colour have launched the Colour Beam Driver 

which outputs complex line and tone pages from DTP 
systems on high end scanners. The package, which simply 
bolts on to the scanner, allows several images to be exposed 
simultaneously with numerous dot shapes and screen ruling 
options. Images once ripped may be previewed. The mini
mum configuration includes hardware and software to 
connect the Beam Driver with any Mac having Ethemet 
capability. 

AGFAFLATBEDSCANNER 
The Arcus 11 is a 600 x 1,2000 dpi colour flatbed 

scanner with a one pass 5,000-element CCD array which 
scans 12 bits of information per colour and then makes all 
12 bits available to the application. The maximum resolu
tion using software interpolation is 2,400 x 2,400 dpi. Agfa 
is bundling the Arcus 11 with the full version ofPhotoshop, 
FotoLook (Mac/PC) and FotoTune Light, a slimmed down 
version of their colour management software. The transpar
ency module comes as standard and the range is increased 
to 3.0D; maximum scanning areas for transparencies can 
cope with 8" x 1 0" format. Lineart functionality is increased 
to 3,600 dpi. Arcus 11 costs £3,250. 

SCANNERS FOR GRAPIDCS 
Nikon Electronic Imaging recently unveiled its AX-

1200 Scantouch flatbed scanner for desktop computers and 
workstations. It scans documents up to 8.5" x 14" and, with 
the optional transparency adapter, scans both transparency 
and negative film up to 4" x 5", producing clean saturated 
colours and scans without steaks, ideal for graphics appli
cations. Users scan from within any third party application 
on the host computer supporting Photoshop-compliant 
plug-ins on a Mac platform. The Scantouch yields resolu
tions of565 x 1200 dpi, interpolated to 1200 x 1200 through 
hardware, 2400 x 2400 through software, and generating 30 
bits per pixel in RGB. Suggested retail price is £1,145 + 
VAT. 
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SLIDE SCANNER 
Polaroid's desktop Sprintscan 35- a 35mm slide scan

ner that digitises images at maximum resolution in 30 
seconds - costS £2,450 and is aimed at D1P, graphic arts, 
prepress bureaux, photographers and image libraries. Scan
ning in a single pass, it outputs at resolutions of up to 2,700 
dpi. The Sprintscan 35 captures 10 bits per colour at 3.0 
density range, allowing users to reproduce a broader range 
of colours with exceptional shadow detail. Second images 
are downloaded to the computer at 8 bits per colour. It 
accepts any colour or b/w 35mm transmissive film media, 
positive or negative, mounted or unmounted and is compat
ible with Macs or Windows- based Pes with a plug-in for 
Photoshop. 

ITEK COLOUR SCANNER 
Itek Colour Graphics 350i vertical drum scanner brings 

colour scanning in-house and completes the bureau's tran
sition from mono to colour work. PrePress Ltd, the 
city-based colour bureau, has also installed a 350i - their 
third scanner. The ICG 350i for the new Mac and D1P 
generation allows an input scan of up to A3, but its unique 
vertical fonnat gives it a footprint of only 700 x 720mm. 
Many of the image enhancing functions such as tonal cor
rection, image sharpening and UCR done in Photoshop can 
now be done directly on the scanner. The scanner is fully 
PostScript compatible and operates in CMYK. 

DIGITAL FILM RECORDER 
Digital 35mm film recorders from Mirus Industries 

Corp. are pow available in Europe from Pivotal Graphics. 
Offering image resolutions of up to 5K lines and full36- bit 
colour resolution per pixel, these recorders can be con
nected simultaneously to both a Mac and PC - a switch 
toggles between computers. Then using your own software 
(Percussion, Power Point, Harvard Graphics, etc), you can 
create and image your presentation. 

Using Direct Digital Imaging technology, slides are 
imaged with greater control, producing text, graphics and 
images for as little as 35p per slide. 

BARCO GRAPIDCS 
Barco Graphics has announced Creator 6.0, the latest 

version of its image manipulation and colour retouching 
software which runs on Silicon Graphics Indigo and Indy 
platforms. Available in both CMYK and RGB, it provides 
a consistent user interface; you can also have it as a shrink
wrap version on CD-ROM with completely new 
documentation. New features include InterStep, which pro
vides the facility to make accurate conversions from RGB 
and CMYK and you can colour correct the new image 
alongside the reference image interactively on the same 
screen for the closest match to final output Creator 6.0 
integrates with both D1P and the high end environment, 
coming with TIFF 110 and PostScript 1/0 and supporting 
EPS and DCS 110. There are also look- up tables for 
calibration on the Barco Reference Calibrator. Meanwhile 
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Barco has held three dealer meetings in Chent for Europe, 
in Atlanta for US and Singapore for the Far East, attended 
by 40 dealers. The objective was to appraise them of the 
major features and benefits of the product range. These 
included details of the new Reference Calibrator, Creator 
6.0 and version 1.3 of the linework software. 

DESKTOP DIGITAL DISC RECORDER 
Bridging the gap between computer generated graphics 

and full resolution video, Diskus from Abekas is a real time 
10-bit graphics disc recorder, offering synchronous SCSI 
and SCSI-2, achieving a three frames per second transfer 
rate. It is designed for use with popular graphics systems 
based on SGI and Mac computers. Diskus offers analogue 
RGB and Betacam outputs to international broadcast stand
ards. In a typical 3-D environment workstation users can 
log onto an Ethemet network, access the disc recorder, 
transfer images to or from the disc, and control the transport 
functions. Users can have their own workspace, password 
and user permissions. 

FOCOLTONE COWUR LIBRARY 
Focoltone is a colour library specially developed for 

process printing; its 763 colours fill all available CMYK 
colour space and are reproduced in a Swatch Book of 
progressive charts. "No trap" options can be selected from 
the charts or on screen and the library is included in design 
programmes such as QuarkXPress, Photoshop and lllustra
tor. Colour matching takes the hassle out of corporate 
identity work. Focoltone Plus is a range of over 20,000 
colours including 4,640 metallics, many of which have 
never been seen before. Metallic Integrated Process Printing 
(MIPP) uses gold and silver inks with process colours. Work 
on textiles, paint, car and cosmetic samples thus become 
accessible to the traditional graphic industry. 

DOS VIEW 
Dosview is a new Windows imaging product from 

Thinkware (UK) which enables pictures to be added to any 
DOS application without programming. Once images or 
documents have been captured using a scanner or video 
camera, they are usually 300K and upwards in size. Dos
view grabs these images (From TIFF, TARGA or Bitmap 
format) and compresses them down to files of typically 4K 
to 20K (you can select the amount of compression). Once 
stored, pictures can be seen at the touch of a button by 
highlighting a reference code or by pressing a function key 
which instantly displays the picture or pictures required in 
a window on the screen. 

FILESAFE FOR WINDOWS 
Mountain Network Solutions has launched release 1.1 

of its FileSafe for Windows Rescue NLM software. this 
latest version features support for workstation backup and 
an enhanced user interface; it provides automated backup 
protection from data loss, data management capabilities and 
fast disaster recovery for both client and server side appli
cations. The Rescue NLM software complies with System 
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Independent Data Format (SIDF) 1.0, a recently established 
internationally recognised industry standard tape format 
that allows users to interchange media with operating sys
tem backup utilities and other tape vendors' products that 
comply. 

XSOFf 
XSoft, a division of Xerox Corp, has introduced Visual 

Recall, a document management system for Novell Net
ware-based workgroups. Using PC Wmdows, users can 
locate, view and make effective use of all the documents 
they need to their jobs. Visual Recall is the ftrSt commercial 
implementation of two technologies, originally developed 
at the Xerox Palo Alto Research Centre (PARC): TextDat
aBase and Visualisation. The TextDataBase engine uses 
advanced linguistic comprehensive techniques so that users 
can perform sophisticated indexing and searching for the 
content of the information file (word processor, spread
sheet, database, etc ). 

3M 
New Backup Packs, claim ·3M, help data users to 

protect their valuable information. Suited to individual PCs 
or whole networks, these packs are available on a range of 
3M data cartridges on the DC2120 preformatted products 
up to the Magnus which can store 2.5 gigabytes of uncom
pressed data Effective backup means being able to restore 
data quickly with confidence and the simplest way to do 
this, say 3M, is to transfer the entire contents of your hard 
disc onto a cartridge at the same time evecy day. A palm-size 
cartridge can hold as much as 120Mb. 

MICROGRAFX DESIGNER 
Microgra.fx Designer 4.1 Technical Edition allows de

signers and technical illustrators to work in great detail, 
without a powerful workstation, on a standard PC at any 
stage of the design process,. It integrates more than 40 
import/export ftle formats including CAD specific files and 
has a dimensioning tool as well as 500 technical clipart 
symbols within the 11,500 clipart pieces that ship with the 
product. The programme also includes PostScript capable 
output and a PageMaker 5 ftlter. Users should expect to pay 
around £375 for Designer 4.1 Technical Edition. Registered 
users of Design 4.0 and previous versions can upgrade for 
£99. Competitive cross grades are available at £199. 

SAMBADTP 
The Samba Page make-up system from Dalim features 

fast production of complex layouts, line art creation and 
positioning, tints and vignettes to be integrated into DTP 
via the DalScript PostScript Interpreter. With the geometric 
design tools images can be positioned with cuts, chokes and 
spreads. Real time image rotation, sizing and placement can 
be done directly onto the page together with a headline 
module for creative graphical manipulation. Data can be 
imported as TIFF or EPS from DTP applications like Pho
toshop and Freehand. 
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BARCODE LABEL PRINTING 
The BCM3000 from Image Computer Systems in Dor

set enables standard printers to produce labels with 
barcodes and other complex designs. Its Command Lan
guage Generator lets you design on screen with WYSIWYG 
and then instantly lists the commands. New database facili
ties, Password Protection and data logging suitable for 
BS5750 compliance add to the PCLabel3 software. True
Type fonts and printer drivers that cover thermal transfer 
(such as TEC, Zebra, Fargo, UBI and SATO) plus the laser 
and dot matrix printers are all incorporated. 

3MDISCS 
3M has introduced a 3.5" (90mm) Macintosh formatted 

128Mb rewritable optical disc - the first in a family of 
ready-to-use Mac media. The universal driver software 
auto-mounts the disc for ease of use and verifies data as it 
is written to ensure integrity and reliability. The system init 
file supports easy system expansion. An init icon is identi
fied during startup, associating icons to the appropriate 
drive and eliminating confusion in tracking multiple SCSI 
peripherals. The formatted disc family will eventually in
clude 3.5" and 5.25" form factors. 

ISODRAW TOOLBOX 
lsoDraw's toolbox contains various drawing tools 

which allow the illustrator to produce technical artwork 
more productively. The conventions that illustrators are 
familiar with, such as line weights, ellipses and grids, are 
supported automatically. Available from Granthams 
Graphic Technology of Preston, lsoDraw will import CAD 
formats such as IGES and DXF while both 2-D and 3-D 
allows the illustrator to use information already generated 
electronically. The inclusion of CGM and TIFF formats 
brings it into line with standardisation efforts such as CALS 
and J2008. lsoDraw is available for Mac 68K and Power 
PCs. 

TIMES WORLD MAP & DATABASE 
The National Map Centre saw the launch of the Times 

World Map and Database, containing over 5,000 places and 
geographical features combined with statistical data for 240 
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countries. The world can be viewed at any of six scales and 
the mapping can be shaded or altered to depict any one of 
50 statistical themes. It includes an index with search facili
ties so that places and features may be located or identified 
in several different ways. Maps and charts can be printed 
out or viewed on screen. The Times World Map and Data
base is delivered on four 3.5" diskettes and will run on any 
386 PC with 4Mb RAM, running Windows 3.1. It costs £47 
by mail order or £45 by visiting the National Map Centre 
where demonstrations are available. 

SECURITY DEVICE 
The Wobbler, a movement sensitive security system, 

prevents unauthorised transportation of all valuable hard
ware by attaching directly into - or onto - each PC, Mac, 
printer, video or other piece of electrical equipment. The 
device, from Portcullis Technology, is designed to give the 
shakes to any would-be thief, sounding off with an ear
piercing 110 decibels. The pocket-sized crime buster is 
targeted at the heat of the UK computer theft market where 
figures (almost as high as£ 1 OOm nationwide) show that the 
value of computer theft is on the up. Now perhaps thieves 
may no longer get away with it. 

ANTI-GLARE FILTERS 
Two 3M anti-glare ftlters - the AF100 and AF200 -

have won the American Ophthalmic Association Seal of 
Acceptance. Specifications require the filter not to degrade 
image clarity screen glare reduction and reflectance must be 
within 3% of manufacturer's stated value for transmission, 
and the screen must withstand cleaning and changes in 
temperature and humidity. The AF200 blocks 99.9% 
ELFNLF E-field radiation and improves screen contrast. 
As a ftlter it eliminates static charge and prevents dust 
build-up. It comes in four sizes covering monitors from 1 0' 
to 21" in diagonal size. The AF1 00 is available as small or 
large. 
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All Fellowes' anti-glare products help VDUs to com
ply with EU standards for workstation comfort aimed at 
alleviating headaches, eyestrain, stress and tiredness. Sev
eral suppress 98% low frequency emission and provide 95% 
reduction in on-screen glare. Liteview anti-glare filters for 
graphics based software provide more accurate colour defi
nition for CAD/CAM and high resolution work. They allow 
twice as much light to pass through the glass than normal 
especially for users who prefer a brighter on-screen image 
or work in dim lighting. The filters are coated with multi
layered anti-reflective film and come in 12-13", 14-15", 
16-17" and 19- 20" sizes. Prices range from£54 to £165 incl 
VAT. 

MOUSE MATS 
Mad Mats from WestDesign Products Ltd are func

tional hypoallergenic, odour free and scratch-resistant. 
They provide a turbo-charged mousing surface which 
brings a bunch of fun to your workstation. There are 40 
different novel designs to choose from, priced between 
£12.99 and £14.99. 

Web's Designer Mouse Mats provide an ideal surface 
for any computer mouse. Designed to combine comfort with 
style, they retail at £5.99 (incl VAT) 

QUASAR LIGHTBOX 
The Quasar Electronic has been added to the large 

range oflightboxes produced by DW View boxes Ltd for use 
where elimination of mains-induced lighting flicker is re
quired. the unit has an overall dimension of 646 x 346 x 
90mm deep with a screen of 604 x 304mm and 5,000K 
lighting. It provides a flush-fitting opal acrylic and curved 
upper body proftle to prevent snagging or creasing of work
ing material - and is finished in white epoxy polyester 
powder coating. The Quasar is fitted with an electronic 
ballast for its constant flicker-free illumination. 
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DAHLE GIDLLOTINES 
Three new guillotines are being introduced by Dahle 

under the Standard brand. Each has a cutting capacity o 25 
sheets of 70gsm paper. The 506 (cutting length 610mm) 
retails at £189, the 505 (460mm) at £149 and the 504 
(350mm) at only £99. All machines have a ground, stainless 
steel upper and lower blade, one horizontal and one vertical 
scale bar, a table area pre-printed with DIN paper sizes and 
an integral backstop for cutting precision. Dahle's three year 
warranty agreement applies. 

CUTIING MATS AND KNIVES 
Double sided self-sealing cutting mats from Jakar In

ternational Ltd have a high friction surface while their 
knives are calibrated in 5cm lines in A4, A3, A2 and Al 
sizes, and individually cellophane wrapped. 

These include a small plastic knife with autolock and 
13 cutting edges, a larger one with 8 cutting edges, and a 
heavy duty utility knife supplied on blister card. There is 
also an aluminium alloy knife for craft and hobby work as 
well as a Cutter Set comprising one small and one large 
knife spare blades are also available. 

PILOT PENS 
The Pilot Pen Company has launched the G-1 dispos

able ballpoint pen with specially formulated gel ink - the 
water-based ink has been jellified to produce the dense gel 
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for bolder script. It has a tungsten carbide nib in either 
0.7mm or 0.5mm and comes in blue, black and red barrels. 

With the same three colours of gel, the G-1 retails at 99p 
and is refillable. For retailers there is a 24-piece display 
costing £13.49. 

ZEBRA ROLLERBALL 
Zebra Pen (UK) Ltd has a correction fluid with a brand 

new rollerball concept rather than a needle and plunger 
mechanism or a brush. The company's tip technology has 
been brought to the correction fluid in both bottle and pen 
format which is also extremely accurate and precise for 
correcting small details or line work. It retails at £1.95 + 
VAT. 

ROLLATAG ADHESIVE 
For permanently mounting presentations, photos, la

bels and the like the Rollatag adhesive system from Pluss 
Ltd of Bolton.comprises of two desktop models and a hand 
applicator. The adhesive is non-toxic and odourless. There 
is no heat, no warm-up; just switch on the motor, feed 
material through the rollers and in one second the material 
receives a clear, microthin ftlm coating. Repositioning is 
easy and the adhesive will not soak through even thin laser 
paper. Burnish for a strong permanent bond. Models come 
in either 12" or 24" coating widths. The Rollatag hand 
applicator rolls on a 2.5" wide coating and is refilled through 
a spout. 

UK Distributor 

KIMOTO UK LTD 

40a Jasmine Grove 
London SEIOIJP 

01·6591414/5 
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