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FreeHand goes home -but where's that 
now? 
As many readers will be aware, the merger between Aldus 
and Adobe took place on 1 September 1994. The new 
company will be called Adobe, and will be based in Adobe's 
existing Mountain View, California headquarters, though 
much of the European operation will be using Aldus' head
quarters and staff in Edinburgh. 

As a result of legal actions, FreeHand has not been 
included in the deal, and the rights to FreeHand have re
verted to the developers of FreeHand- Altsys Corporation 
of Richardson, Texas. Aldus will continue to market, sell, 
and support FreeHand until15 January 1995. On that date, 
the product will be transferred to Altsys and will become 
Altsys FreeHand. Altsys will assume marketing and support 
for FreeHand on that date. Part of the agreement between 
Aldus and Altsys calls for the customer database, technical 
support information systems etc. to be transferred to Altsys, 
so continuous service and support to current registered users 
can be maintained. 

However, on 4 November 1994, it was announced that 
Altsys is now itself to be acquired. S,an Francisco-based 
Macromedia lnc has definitive agreement to acquire Altsys 
in an exchange of shares worth US$69 million. Macromedia 
specialises in multimedia applications- Director is perhaps 
its' best-known application. The take-over has been wel
comed by Altsys. Current plans are for Macro media to run 
Altsys 'at arms length'. Altsys will retain its name and 
Texas base. 

As an aside, at the merger Aldus Corporation revealed 
FreeHand's recent financial performance. The rights to 
FreeHand generated US$24 million for Aldus in 1993, and 
US$21.7 million in the six months to 3 July 1994. 

Graham Allsopp 

FREEHAND - take over by Macromedia 
The following information updates the FreeHand situation: 

In the last couple of months, you may have read about 
changes in ownership for Aldus FreeHand. First came the 
merger between Aldus Corporation and Adobe Systems on 
August 31, 1994. As part of the merger agreement, the two 
companies decided that in January 1995 FreeHand would 
be returned to Altsys Corporation, the Texas-based com
pany that originated the software in 1987. Subsequent to the 
Adobe-Aldus merger, Macromedia, the makers of 
Macromedia Director, Authorware Professional and other 
multimedia software tools, signed an agreement to acquire 
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Altsys and its products, including FreeHand. During this 
flurry of activity, an Adobe-Altsys transition team has been 
actively working to ensure that FreeHand customers are 
being transferred to Macromedia smoothly. Fortunately, 
Altsys has always been involved with FreeHand. When the 
company licensed FreeHand's marketing and distribution 
rights to Aldus in 1987, Altsys continued to-engineer each 
new release. 

Beyond its role as FreeHand's behind-the-scenes de
veloper, Altsys is perhaps best known as the publisher of 
Fontographer, the top-selling font-editing software for the 
personal computer. The company's president and CEO, J im 
Von Ehr, and Vice President of Product Development, 
Kevin Crowder, founded the company in 1984. Von Ehr, 
Crowder and the rest of Altsys will remain in Texa<; as 
Macromedia's new Digital Arts Group, and will continue to 
develop and support both FreeHand, Fontographer and 
additional products. 

From Aldus to Macro media 
What specifically can you expect before and after Free

Hand's transfer to Macromedia in January 1995? 

FREEHAND DEVELOPMENT: As mentioned 
above, Altsys engineers have always developed FreeHand, 
while the marketing and sales rights resided with Aldus. 
Once Macromedia's Digital Arts Group become responsi
ble for the product, they plan to expand compatibility 
between FreeHand and the leading page-layout and design 
products, as well as between FreeHand and Macromedia 
software. The company also hopes to accelerate the devel
opment of new versions of FreeHand to accommodate the 
changing needs of customers. The current goal is to release 
a significant upgrade every 12 months. 

MARKETING AND SALES: marketing and sales 
activities are being managed by dedicated groups working 
out of Adobe's Seattle, Edinburgh and Tokyo offices. The 
product will continue to appear as Aldus FreeHand until the 
acquisition is complete, at which time it becomes Macro me
dia FreeHand. During the transition months, expect as little 
impact as possible on customers' ability to buy FreeHand 
through many of the same stores and mail-order catalogs. 
To maintain the product's presence in the worldwide mar
ket, Macromedia will be expanding its international 
marketing, sales and distribution organization. 

CUSTOMER SUPPORT: this should be transparent. 
To receive technical support for now, call the number 
you've always used. On the other end of the line, will be a 
dedicated team of FreeHand experts to handle your techni
cal issues. Macro media will also honor all extended support 
contracts issued under Aldus' CustomerFirst program. Your 
customer support phone number will change in January, but 
a recorded message will provide the necessary details when 
the time comes. 
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Your Help Required 

As the transfer of FreeHand approaches, the transition 
team is eager for suggestions and comments. The FreeHand 
staff is currently visiting FreeHand users and strategic part
ners all over the world to strengthen relationships and 
understand critical issues. To reach a larger audience, Altsys 
has set up an Internet address for feedback - com
ments@altsys.com. You are encouraged to register any 
unregistered copies of FreeHand that might be in use. 
Registration not only offers product discounts and other 
customer benefits, but makes it possible to communicate 
new programs and policies. Anyone can now register by 
calling (44)-31-453-2211 ;just be sure to have the FreeHand 
product serial number ready. 

Steve Chilton 
Edited from an ALTSYS press release received 10-1-95 

STOP PRESS: 
Freehand 5.0 released in USA, due Apr in VK. 

Kaleidagraph 2.1 by Synergy Software 
(Macintosh) 

This very powerful graphing software is ideal for any
one who wishes to handle large amounts of data. 
Kaleidagraph imports data and allows the user to analyse 
that data with a programmable macro calculator and alge
braic entry. The results may be plotted by using any of the 
16 plot types with very precise user control of plot elements. 
Plots can be saved as PICT or MacPaint documents. 

The plots available include all the usual Line, Bar, 
Stack, Scatter, Polar, Pie, Double Y and High Low graph 
types as well as Percentile and Probability plots. Curve 
fitting is probably the area where Kaleidagraph scores over 
its rivals with Smooth, Weighted, Cubic Spline and Inter
polate curve fits, as well as Least Squares Regressions 
(linear, polynomial, exponential, logarithmic, and power). 
The plot can be customised with precise control over axis 
limits, label frequency, ticks, colour, fonts, style, legend etc. 

Data entry is via up to 80 open windows with 256 
columns by 32,000 rows. Numeric, text and time data are 
all acceptable. Algebraic expressions entered via a formula 
entry window can be used to manipulate columns within the 
data window and conditional tests can be performed. 

I doubt that many Cartographers have a need for many 
of the more recondite facilities incorporated within this 
version of Kaleidagraph.You may occasionally have a re
quirement to fit a smooth or weighted curve to graphs but 
if your needs are similar to mine, then on the whole activities 
are restricted to simple histograms, scatters and line graphs. 
The macro calculator would be extremely useful if you had 
a stream of cloned graphs to construct. More interesting is 
the capability to produce quality plots quickly from im
ported or keyed-in data and the ability to incorporate those 
plots into diagrams and maps. Being able to save only as 
PICT or MacPaint files severely retards the incorporation 
of these images into either Illustrator or Freehand files, 
somethin,g that is not problem amongst graphing packages. 
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Kaleidagraph can be highly recommended for those 
who require the more esoteric functions when graph plot
ting and for its wide range of plot types. However for most 
needs and tastes it is a little too complex and its operation 
seems to be more akin to the operation of PC rather than a 
Mac. For general Cartographic work Kaleidagraph is a little 
too high powered but having said that, no one graphing 
package of the any those sampled (CricketGraph, Graph
master, Quattro Pro and Deltagraph) have met all needs and 
none that draws pollen diagrams (with the exception ofTilia 
which I believe is not yet available in a Mac format). 

Terry Bacon 

StudioCraft 1.3 Treeware by Sean Bergin 
(Macintosh) 

StudioCraft is an interesting program which sits some
where between Aldus Persuasion and Aldus Freehand or 
Adobe Illustrator. It works in a similar fashion to MacDraw 
Pro yet it is easier to use than any of them, and while it does 
not have all of the features of the more expensive software 
it has an elegant appearance and several unique features. 

It is ideal for 35mm coloured slide production and for 
overheads but it is not specifically promoted for such pres
entation purposes. It combines some of the advantages of 
structured drawing (vector graphics) with those ofbitmap 
programs such as MacPaint. You can work on up to 100 
layers, viewing as many or as few as desired. Create objects 
with fills and paths and shadows all set onto a coloured 
background. The tool palette includes an arc drawing tool, 
a freehand drawing tool for creating bezier curves ( which 
can be fully edited) a n airbrush, arrow drawing tool, text, 
and rotation tool. There is no preview mode, like a bitmap 
paint program, the designer works on screen in colour all 
the while. 

Graduated colour is possible either in a similar way that 
Illustrator 3.2 produces blends or the rear most layer, the 
Background, can be defmed in a variety of graduated tints 
(linear and radial). There is a 64 colour palette to choose 
from and all palettes have the ability to float. The transfor
mation tools are very powerful with full control over 
reshaping, scaling, flipping, rotation and mirroring. Text is 
input via a text entry box, widely unpopular but nevertheless 
easy enough to use. Objects may be grouped/ ungrouped, 
locked/unlocked and sent to the back or front. Files are 
saved as PICT, Stationery EPSF of TIFF, and backgrounds 
can be saved as astyle pad so that generic backgrounds can 
be reused. 

Originally a shareware fee of £20 was requested but 
now content on his farm in Ireland, Sean Bergin, asks no 
more than a native tree be planted. Available on most good 
bulletin boards; I can thoroughly recommend this software 
for its ease of use and powerful design tools, especially to 
anyone who does not yet have access to Freehand or lllus
trator, and to anyone who needs to produce slides or 
overheads. 

Terry Bacon 
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