
SOCIETY NEWS 
Edited by Mike Shand 

Minutes of 27th Annual General Meeting Queen 
Margaret Hall, University of Glasgow, 
3rd September 1991 
Members present: 43. Apologies: J.Dysart, T. Garfield 
The meeting opened at 20.35 

1. Chairman's Introduction 
The Chairman H.Dobson welcomed members to the 

27th Annual General Meeting of the Society and thanked 
M.Shand and his colleagues from the University of Glas
gow for welcoming the Society back to Glasgow 27 years 
after its formation here in the then Department of Geo
graphy and complemented him on providing such an 
interesting and forward looking programme for the dele
gates. 

2. Minutes of the 26th AGM 
Held at Portsmouth Polytechnic, 4th September 1990 

and matters arising. 
There were no matters arising and the minutes were 

accepted as a true record. Proposed D.Orme, seconded 
T.Aspden. The minutes were duly signed by the Chairman. 

3. Society R~ports 
(a) Hon.Secretary's Report 
The Secretary M.Shand reported that the past year has 

again proved to be another active and productive year for 
the Society and its Committee who met twice during the 
year here at the University of Glasgow. (Full details of the 
Secretary's report follow the AGM report) 

The Secretary concluded his report by saying that 
provisional plans for the 28th Annual Summer School to be 
held at Polytechnic South West, Plymouth are now under 
·way and a provisional offer for 1993 have been received 
from Cambridge University, any offers for future venues 
would be most welcome. 

After the Secretary's Report the Hon. Membership 
Secrtary's Report (B.Rogers) was presented to the Meeting. 
The report gave details of the current membership- 211 full, 
2 student, 4 Honorary and 6 new applications in progress -
giving a total potential membership of 217 including 33 
new members. He also reported that a database of the 
membership has now been distributed to members. 

(b) Hon. Treasurer~s Report 
The Treasurer R.Fry presented his annual report on the 

current healthy financial status of the Society - full details 
were made available to members present. 1 nis included the 
Advertising Manager's Report (A.Rogers) which was fol
lowed by cemments from the floor of the meeting. 

T.Aspden commenting on the loss of two main adver
-tisers enquired about the possibility of finding new 
advertisers in the field of microcomputing which reflect the 
changing working practices of members. A.Rogers replied 
that this avenue had beefl explored without success. 
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T.Harris enquired about the drop in Bulletin Subscrip
tions. As J .Dysart was not present this could not be 
answered, S.Chilton commented that subscriptions were 
difficult to monitor due to the present irregularity of Bul
letin publication and also that many subscribers deal 
through agencies. J .Baker suggested that this may be due to 
former subscribers now becoming members following re
cent changes in the Society Constitution. 

(c) Bulletin Editor's Report 
The Bulletin Editor reported that he continued to strive 

to keep the Bulletin on schedule and after initially succeed
ing to reduce the delay from eight to four months, had again 
slipped back due to lack of material. He hoped that the 
Glasgow Summer School would generate a number of main 
articles for Vol. 25.1. and also thanked Mike Wood for his 
recent article. 

Finally the Editor made the normal plea for members 
to submit material for inclusion in future Bulletins and 
thanked fellow section editors (Terry Garfield, John Hunt, 
Mike Shand, Graham Allsopp and Trevor Harris) and col
leagues at Middlesex Polytechnic for their support over the 
past year. Terry Garfield in particular was given a special 
mention as he is retiring as Review Editor - a post has held 
for as long as most people can remember -we welcome Bob 
Parry as new Review Editor. 

H.Dobson commenting on the Society Reports high
lighted the present healthy state of the Society and the 
important role it continues to play within the field of carto
graphy, he then called for acceptance of the Society 
Reports. Proposed by D.Orme and seconded by J.Baker. 

4. Election of 1991-92 Committee 
There were no new nominations for the Committee 

posts, and the existing Committee offered to stand for 
re-election. H.Dobson added that any member was of 
course welcome to stand for election to Committee posts. 
Chairman : H.W.Bobson 
Bulletin Editor : S.Chilton 
Secretary : M.C.Shand 
Bulletin Advertising : A.P.Rogers 
Treasurer : R.Fry 
Bulletin Subscription : J.Dysart 
Membership Secretary : B.Rogers 
Ordinary Committee G.Allsopp and 
members: G.Sandeman 

The Committee as detailed above were unanimously 
re-elected at the meeting. Proposed A.Sutton, seconded 
BJohnson. 

5. Any other business duly notified 
The Chairman H.Dobson reminded those present of the 

forthcoming ICA conference to be held in Bournemouth. 
The conference, the first in the U.K. since 1964 will be an 
important opportunity to promote the Society to an influen-
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tial audience at an international level. As individual attend
ance at the conference will be expensive, it has been 
proposed that a joint reception be hosted by the sue and 
BCS. The joint reception will take the form of an informal 
sherry evening to welcome approx. 50 national delegates 
plus representatives from both societies. L.McLean sug
gested that financial support be given to the Society 
Chairman to attend the conference. T.Aspden inquired 
about the possibility of the Society mounting a display of 
Society material at the conference, this unfortunately was 
not possible as the date for submission of display had now 
passed. H.Dobson agreed to co-ordinate with BCS Presi
dent B.Bond on final details and arrangements. 

D.Orme brought to the attention of the members the 
fact that founder member T.Garfield of the University of 
Leicester was retiring this year. Terry has served the Society 
since its formation in 1964 as both secretary, chairman and 
for many years as Review Editor to the Bulletin, in addition 
he has organised two Summer Schools. He proposed that 
Honorary Membership be conferred on him as a mark of 
recognition to his long association and unique contribution 
to the Society. Proposed D.Orme seconded A.De Souza, the 
proposal was agreed unanimously. 

G.Allsopp appealed to member to complete the ques
tionnaire on "Computers in the Small Drawing Office 
Environment" and return to him before the end of the 
Summer School as he proposes to publish the results in the 
next issue of the Bulletin. 

B.Johnson inquired on the current associate member
ship status of the Society within the Survey & Mapping 
Alliance and why we had not applied for full membership. 
H.Dobson replied quoting the minutes of the previous AGM 
which stated "that the Society had reluctantly decided not 
to join as a full member of the Alliance, due largely to our 
small size and limited financial resources". He added that 
we do not suffer as an associate member and free to partici
pate in its activities and are on their contact and mailing list. 

There being no other business, the Chairman once 
again thanked the organising committee for their efforts 
and closed the meeting at 21.30. 

M.Shand (Hon. Secretary) 

HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT 1990/91 

The past year has proved to be another active and 
productive year for the Society and its Committee who met 
twice during the year at the University of Glasgow. 

The year began with another successful annual Sum
mer School hosted by Portsmouth Polytechnic, our thanks 
again to Alistair, Bill, Rosemary and their colleagues for 
providing us with such an interesting ~nd varied programme 
of events. During the week the Wallis Award was won by 
Graeme Allsopp of the University of Sheffield with an 
excellent example of a multi-colour maps produced on an 
Apple Macintosh microcomputer using Aldus Freehand 

Two regional workshops were successfully held during 
the year, one at the University of Sheffield organised by G. 
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Allsopp for AppleMac users (Illustrator, Freehand) and the 
second at Middlesex Polytechnic organised by S. Chilton 
for PC users (CorelDraw). 

Dr Chris Board of the London School of Economic has 
retired as Society President having served the in office from 
1985-90. Michael Wood of the University of Aberdeen is 
the new Society President and will serve until 1995. We 
welcome him and at the same time record our warmest 
thanks to Chris Board for untiring work on behalf of the 
Society during his term of office. 

The new Society stationary and publicity material is 
now at the final stages of production and is expected to be 
printed before the end of the year. 

As part of the run up to the I.C.A. meeting in Bourne
mouth during October, the Society has contributed to the 
Cartographic Journal Vol. 28 No.1 Report on Cartographic 
Activities in the United Kingdom 1988-91. 

The recently formed U.K. Committee for Cartography 
has met twice during the past year in November 1990 and 
June 1991 where the main item for discussion concerned 
the forthcoming ICA'91 meeting in Bournemouth. Our 
Chairman (Huw Dobson) represents the Society and the 
viewpoint of its members on this very influential committee 
which includes amongst others the Director General of the 
Ordnance Survey, Director of Military Survey, Hydro
grapher of the Navy, BCS Vice-President (C~ Boar~) -
also national delegate to the ICA and SOC Prestdent (Mike 
Wood). 

The Secretary then concluded his report by saying that 
provisional plans for the 28th Annual Summer School to be 
held at Polytechnic South West, Plymouth are now under 
way and a provisional offer for 1993 has been received from 
Cambridge University, any offers for future venues would 
be most welcome. 

MIKE SHAND (Honorary Secretary) 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 1990/91 

I must begin my report with an apology for my inactiv
ity during the first quarter of this subscription ~ear as a result 
of a close family bereavement. However, despite a late start, 
I hope members were pleased to receive ~eir new member
ship cards when they eventually arrived. ~e much 
requested Membership Directory is also now available and 
you should each have received a copy - please contact me 
if you have not got one. Only 89 database entry forms were 
returned so some records may be incomplete but hopefully 
not incorrect. Updates will be distributed via the Bulletin or 
Newsletter mailings. A fuller edition of the Directory is held 
by the Membership Secretary containing correspondence 
addresses, work addresses and subscription information in 
case of queries. 

This year's membership figures show.33 new memb~rs 
registered compared to 16 at the same pomt last year, with 
one application pending. Unfortunately I have had to 
remove an equal number of members from the roll for 
non-payment of subscriptions or resignations, leaving us a 
total membership of 217 - identical to last year. There are 
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currently 211 Full Memberships, 4 Honorary Memberships 
and 2 Student Memberships. Less than half a dozen of those 
removed from the roll responded to any of the four letters 
sent to each of them. In this respect, I am considering 
circulating a short questionnaire to ex-members who have 
left in the last five years to try and ascertain some reasons 
for the drop-off rate. 

A breakdown of the current membership shows a dis
tribution similar to last year with 167 (77%) of the members 
in the UK and 50 (23%) overseas members. We no longer 
have members in Denmark or Switzerland but we now have 
members in Cyprus, China, Japan, Kenya and Sierra Leone 
- giving us members in 23 countries outside the UK. I hope 
members will take heart from the fact that we more than 
doubled last years gains and will not dwell too much on the 
regrettable losses. 

Membership Figures 

Full 
Associate 
Honorary 
Student 

Potential 
members 

Totals 

1988/89 

148 
52 
4 
6 

210 
4 

214* 

1989/90 

209 

4 
4 

217 
6 

223 

1990/91 

211 

4 
2 

217 

218 

* Only 2 of the 4 application forms requested were 
returned, giving an actual total of 212 members, not 214 as 
anticipated. 

1990/91 Gains and Losses 

Removed from roll 33 

New Members 33 

Potential gains 1 
(application forms requested) 

Location of Society Members 

UK Membership 167 

Overseas Membership 50 
BFPO 1 Australia 4 
Canada 8 China 2 
Cyprus 1 France 1 
Germany 1 Ghana 1 
Guyana 1 Hong Kong 1 
Ire1and 11 Italy 1 
Japan 1 Kenya 1 
Malaysia 1 Netherlands 2 
New -Zealand 1 Sierra Leone 1 
South Africa 1 Tanzania 1 
U.S.A. 8 

BRIAN ROGERS (Membership Secretary) 
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HONORARY TREASURER'S REPORT 1990/91 

I am pleased to report that the Society continues in 
good shape with £14,553 in the accumulated fund compared 
with £11,395last year. 

The actual surplus on the year is £3158 compared with 
£3735 at the end of the last financial year. On the income 
side Membership subscriptions are up from £2573 to £2708 
whereas Bulletin subscriptions show a drop from £3158 to 
£2367. Advertising revenue shows a healthy increase from 
£390 to £725. The downward trend of Jack Render's 
booklet sales has unfortunately continued only bringing in 
£37 this year. 

On the expenditure side Bulletin and Newsletter costs 
are similar to last year but do not include a bill of £440 
which came too late for inclusion in the accounts. Other 
Bulletin costs are also outstanding. Administrative and 
Committee expenses have increased from £650 to £1018 
partly due to the geographical composition of the commit
tee and the fact that our committee meeting was held here 
in Glasgow. 

Perhaps now would be a good time to mention some of 
the problems the Membership Secretary and myself have 
experienced regarding Building Society orders. Whenever 
these are arranged please notify the membership secretary 
with the details so that we can tie it in with the member when 
the information appears on our bank statement. 

May I also take this opportunity of reminding you 
about what can best be loosely be termed the SOC "project 
fund" which is available for members at the discretion of 
the committee. 

I imagine I am talking to the converted but may I also 
remind you that you should claim your membership sub
scription when making your Inland Revenue returns. 

Moving on to the auditors report, Mr David Osman 
states that if the bulletin costs can be maintained then it does 
not appear that an increase in membership subscriptions 
from the present £12 will be needed particularly as the 
bulletin rate is now £20. 

Finally I would like to give my annual thanks to my 
fellow officers and committee members for-making my task 
such a relatively simple one. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AS AT 30TH JUNE 1991 

This Year Last Year 
Accumulated Fund 
Balance 1 July 1990 9395 5660 
Add:Surplus for the year 3158 3735 

12553 9395 

Reserve Account 2000 2000 

Balance 30 June 1991 14553 ll395 

Represented by: 
National Westminster Bank 11375 7699 
National Savings Bank 6408 5696 

17783 13395 

Deduct:Current Liabilities 3230 2000 

Net Assets 30th June 1991 14553 11395 
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Report to the Members of the Society of Cartographers 

I have prepared the above Financial Statement and 
attached Income and Expenditure Account from the So
ciety's books of account, vouchers and information given 
to me. I certify these accounts are in accordance therewith. 
No value has been placed on the stocks of booklets, videos 
or directories. 

D. Osman, Chartered Accountant, 20 Rougemont Avenue 
TORQUAY, 25th August 1991 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1991 

This Year Last Year 
Income 

Membership Subscriptions 2708 2573 
Bulletin Subscriptions 2367 3158 
Advertising 725 390 
Summer School 274 330 
Sale of Booklets 37 102 
Sale of Directories 3 
Bank Deposit Interest 18 23 
Savings Bank Interest 712 559 

6841 7138 
Expenditure 

Bulletin and Newsletter 
Production and Postage 2480 2554 

Booklet Royalties and Post 4 30 
Administration and 

Committee Expenses 1018 650 
Audit Fee 60 60 
Bank Charges 85 17 
Insurance 36 36 
Data Protection 

Registration Fee 56 
3683 3403 

Surplus for the Year 3158 3735 

RODNEY FRY (Honorary Treasurer) 

BULLETIN EDITOR'S REPORT 1990/91 

There is a continual battle to produce the Bulletin on 
schedule, and the table below points to the fact that after an 
initial attempt to catch up I am now falling behind again -
with no sign of things being any easier for future issues. 

NO OF NO OF MON 
VOL PAGES ARTICLES LATE 

21/1 62 4 ? 
21/2 80 7 ? 
22/1 62 5 8 
22/2 66 4 6 
23/1 60 5 6 
23/2 70 4 4 
24/1 50 4 4 
24/2 58 5 8 
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As you will see it is traditionally easier to fill Part 2 -
this should be the one that follows a Summer School, which 
obviously genemtes material. However, material is always 
scarce. 

Nothing would have been possible without the con
tributions of my co-editors. Firstly, I'd like to extend a 
sincere thank you to the Reviews Editor, Terry Garfield, 
who is giving up the job shortly. He has been Reviews 
Editor as long as I can remember, and has done a sterling 
job in difficult circumstances. The Society is fortunate in 
that Bob Parry (the previous Editor of the Bulletin) has 
agreed to take over this vital role. This is despite his busy 
schedule, including nomination this year for BCS Council. 

The Computers in Cartogmphy section is thriving, 
thanks to the efforts of Editor Trevor Harris and his eo-con
tributor Graham Allsopp. The Materials and Equipment 
section is still an important element of the Bulletin and is 
well served as Editor by Mike Shand - who has supplied a 
steady stream of information, despite single-handedly orga
nising the Summer School at Glasgow. 

Finally, I would ask that you continue to supply ar
ticles, notes, examples of work, etc to me, and review 
material to Bob, so that we can keep the Society's Bulletin 
both active and lively. 

STEVE CHILTON (Bulletin Editor) 

WALLIS AWARD 
Entries are invited for the 1991 Wallis Award (ie for 

work completed during 1991). Entries should be accompa
nied by a brief written commentary, giving background 
details of the work and the method of production. Presen
tation is particularly impotant. Notification and details 
(particularly size and format) of entries should be sent to 

. the Hon. Secretary as soon as possible. The entry itself need 
not necessarily be submitted until the Summer School. 
Judging will take place at the Summer School at Plymouth, 
where all entries will be exhibited. 

Details and entries to: 
Mike Shand, Dept of Geography and Topographic 
Science, University of Glasgow, Glasgow G12 8QQ 
(Tel: 041-339-8855 ext 4780) 

NOMINATION FOR COMMITTEE 1992/93 
The Committee of the Society retire each year, but may 

offer themselves for re-election at the AGM. Members who 
wish to stand for election may be nominated by two other 
members. 

Nominations to reach Honorary Secretary (Mike 
Shand) by the end of Auguast 1992. 
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