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Professor Harley, known to most cartographers as 
Brian, died of a severe heart attack on the 20 December 
1991 as he was on his way to work at the Department of 
Geography, University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee. He will 
be remembered by members of the S.U.C. for the particular 
affection he had for departmental cartographers stemming 
no doubt from the early and close friendly relationships he 
built up with the technical staff at the Geography Depart
ment at Liverpool University and in particular with Alan 
Hodgkiss. Alan was the first editor of the Bulletin, a publi
cation whose purpose and aims would have been so much 
in keeping with Brian 'sway of thinking. Over the ensuing 
years he wrote several reviews for the Bulletin and these are 
now most pleasant to read again not only to bring back 
memories of Brian but also for their instructive judgements 
and, when required, hard-hitting comments where blem
ishes marred a work or opportunities for useful cartography 
were missed. 

Brian was at Liverpool from 1958-1969, a decade he 
referred to later as the formative years of his life. Not 
surprisingly, since at an early age he was adopted and 
brought up by an elderly couple in rural Staffordshire. He 
attended Brewood Grammar School, near Wolverhampton 
where his particular circumstances made him an easy target 
for unsympathetic treatment by his schoolmates. Neverthe
less, his resolve to succeed, matched with a sharp intellect, 
overcame such drawbacks so that he stayed on in school to 
obtain what was then known as the Higher School Certifi
cate. 

In 1950, most wisely, he decided to enlist in the British 
army to do his National Service which ensured a two year 
break at least with his past and a refreshment both in terms 
of place and people. He was posted subsequently to Trieste, 
Cyprus and Egypt; to have known Brian in later years with 
his short fuse for any form of cant, is to appreciate that of 
all possible roles a private in the Army appears the least 
credible and some of his experiences can only be described 
as hilarious. 

After military service Brian secured an undergraduate 
place at Brimingham University, graduating with honours 
in 1955 and winning the W.A.Cadbury Prize for being the 
best student of his year. Like so many of that immediate 
post-war generation he took the double insurance of secur
ing employment by attending a course at University 
College, Oxford reading for the Diploma in Education and 
the Teachers' Certificate. He did not teach for long as a 
State Studentship was soon offered to him back at his old 
Department at Birmingham with his former Professor, 
Harry Thorpe, as his supervisor. Two themes being actively 
pursued at Birmingham then were medieval historical geo
graphy and the history of cartography, both of which 
became Brian 's special interests the former for his Ph.D and 
the latter, increasingly as the years went by, as his research 
forte. 

SUC BULLETIN Vol25 No 2 

If, as Brian claimed, his formative years were spent at 
Liverpool University, his empirical and prolific period in 
terms of scholarly output was at the Geography Department 
in the University of Exeter. He was appointed there after a 
year involved with David and Charles as sponsoring editor 
for books on geography, cartography and archaeology. His 
return to academia in 1970 was not only in Brian's best 
interests but also welcomed by his new colleagues at Exeter 
who were to benefit greatly from his enthusiasm for re
search. The close bond forged with Alan Hodgkiss at 
Liverpool was to be repeated similarly at Exeter with Rod
ney Fry. Over the long period of22 years they have worked 
in close collaboration and harmony, the initials R.F. appear
ing on most of the map illustrations to Brian's many texts. 
Among a varied array of publications one stands out as 
monumental and that is the sequence of regional volumes 
of the Old Series Ordnance Survey Maps of England and 
Wales published in eo- operation with Harry Margary of 
Lympne Castle, Kent for the later issues of which Rodney 
Fry became a co-author. 

Neither Brian 's departure to the Chair of Geography at 
the University ofWisconsin-Milwaukee stemmed the flow 
of these volumes nor indeed even his death has frustrated 
the appearance shortly of the eighth and final volume. 
Human bonds of this strength are the very essence of the 
good cartographic life. It was one of Brian 's greatest 
achievements to be able to form lasting eo- operative part
nerships with others and it was from such joint efforts that 
emerged the incredible large output of books, monographs 
and articles both in the history of cartography and historical 
geography. A bibliography of his published works runs into 
many leaves of double-column close type-set pages and 
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even these cannot at present close the account as several 
more pieces remain in editors' and publishers' hands. It 
was, however, not only in his writings that his erudition, 
imagination and depth of observation emerged. In conver
sation he had an unfailing knack of exploiting to the full the 
serious as well as the bizarre and amusing. As many col
leagues have found, to travel on the train with Brian from 
London to Liverpool or to Exeter was to make the journey 
appear something like a third of its normal duration, so 
much was the verve with which anecdotes, speculations and 
indeed academic gossip emerged from his agile and pene
trating mind. 

Brian's departure from Exeter to take the Chair of 
Geography at Wisconsin-Milwaukee represents what may 
be described as his third age, one in which his main concern 
in map-making was to expose what he considered to be its 
hidden agendas. Maps for him were no longer the cold, 
objective and abstract delineation of landscape but power
ful vehicles of individuals and governments to influence 
others and control events, 'maps always conceal more than 
they seem to show'. It was this theme which found its most 
powerful expression in the last of his substantial printed 
works to appear, Maps and the Columbian Encounter. 
Brian sent a copy to our Editor and in due course a review 
appeared in our Bulletin. Even though the Atlantic separ
ated him from the hands that drew his maps so skilfully in 
Britain we were not his forgotten friends. The receipt of 
this volume prompts one to feel sure that his intention was 
to provide a welcome respite from the pen, ink and paper 
of our craft in order for us to look behind the labours of 
former cartographers to judge the influence they had on 
their age and to see their toils in the wider perspective of 
time, place and society. Brian has enriched so many of our 
lives but it is nice to think that members of this society were 
still in his thoughts in the closing days of his eventful life. 

William Ravenhill 
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THE END OF THE UNIFIED HEMISPHERIC MAP
PING PROGRAMME? 

In 1979, the Pan American Institute og Geography 
(PAIGH), through the auspices of the US Defense Mapping 
Agency, launched an ambitious programme to provide sub
scribers with a series of 1:250,000 scale topographic maps 
which in the course of time (originally expected to be eight 
years) was intended to cover completely the land areas of 
North, South and Central America. 

Since then several UK map collections have joined the 
programme and have received regular batches of these 
maps. To date, 382 map sheets have been distributed from 
14 Latin American countriues. These include a complete 
cover of Peru (mainly in the form of satellite image maps), 
Mexico, Haiti and Costa Rica, and substantial cover of 
Chile. Elsewhere, however, the offerings have been sparse. 

The latest letter from the coordinator of the PAIGH 
programme explains that following the "elimination" of the 
Inter-American Geodetic Survey as part of the DMA in 
1989, the future of the hemispheric mapping programme is 
in doubt. It is possible that the DMA will continue to support 
it, but if not, it will probably be phased out. 

In spite of falling far short of its initial aims, the 
programme has proved valuable. It has made it possible for 
map collections to acquire a corpus of contemporary map
ping at a very reasonable price from a part of the world 
where the supply of public domain mapping has often 
proved somewhat irregular and unreliable. 

from Bob Parry 
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