
MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 

Edited by Mike Shand 

Drawing Office - Graphics Studio 

ROTRING 
Two "College Sets" are available from Rotring, one 

contains three Isograph pens, the other three Rapidograph 
pens. Both include a Tikky pencil, spare leads, ink, a com
pass attachment, and an eraser. With the Rapidograph at 
£29.49 you save £10.79; the Isograph at £24.98 will save 
you £14.14. The "Compass College Set" contains a small 
Spring-bow compass, a large Master-bow compass and an 
extension bar. The current price of £23.50 gives a saving of 
£10.06. These discount are also available to non-students. 
The Rotring Rapidoliner needs no maintenance, the nib and 
supply are completely sealed, yet it is not a "disposable". 
The special ink and sealing cap prevent it from drying out, 
even if it is not used for long periods or if the cap is left off 
for a while. The first one you buy comes complete with ink 
cartridge and nib, and each time you replace the cartridge 
you also get a fresh nib. Rapidoliner is available in 0.25mm, 
0.35mm, 0.5mm and and 0. 7mm in sets of two, three or four 
pens, each colour coded. 

STAEDTLER 
The Staedtler Sprint pen boasts a high draughting 

speeds (max 500/second) because it needs no cleaning or 
refilling and belongs to the MarsPlot range with 8 ink 
colours for plotter and tracing paper and black drawing ink 
for matt film. Various colours and line thicknesses are 
available in packs of four with for HP and Mutoh plotters. 
On Staedtler's new range of drawing boards the parallel 
draughting arm has been fitted with a full length locking bar 
and finger grips. This will come as good news for left 
handed users who can now move the arm without having to 
change grips. The double guide grooves mean that the top 
edge of the parallel draughting arm can be moved to the 
bottom margin for a larger surface, a small window lets the 
user know when the arm is locked or released and a recessed 
spring-loaded sheet clamp strip opens and closes by moving 
the strip. 

MECANORMA 

Used regularly the Maintenance Kit will extend the life 
of the Mecanorma MGI Technical Pen. The kit contains a 
black pressure bulb with screw-on adaptor unit with 100 
mls of Indian ink solvent. The MGI pen has to be dismantled 
to reach the ink reservoir and nib/ink flow control block. 
After rinsing in water to remove excess ink, the pressure 
bulb is used to draw up the solvent, dissolving any dried ink 
and cleaning the block which should be rinsed and dried. 
The maintenance kit costs £24.15 +VAT with the 250 mls 
Solvent Refill Pack £6.62 +VAT. The College Set includes 
three chrome nib pens 0.25mm, 0.35mm and 0.5mm. Also 
included is a mechanical pencil, 60 refill leads, an eraser 
and 23ml bottle oflndian ink. It normally retails at £41 and 
is now priced at only £22.50. 

SUC BULLETIN Vol25 No 2 

PENTEL 
The Ceramicron hi-tech pen from Pentel is specially 

designed for artists, illustrators or graphic designers and 
features a durable ceramic tip and ink with a filament feeder. 
It is available in 0.1mm, 0.2mm, 0.3mm and 0.4mm and 
dismantles for easy cleaning into four components - barrel, 
metal tipped colour coded cap, threaded grip unit, and refill 
cartridge/drawing tip at 1.25 each. The Ceramicron can be 
used on CS 10 board and paper, layout paper, Typo paper, 
marker pads, K-trace pads and rolls, and Artcel pads. Pen
tel's automatic pencils have an "all brass" construction, a 3 
jaw clutch with a unique lead advance system which mat
ches the diameter of the lead in each pencil. The P200 series 
has four lead widths and a 4mm fixed sleeve while the 
Professional series includes rubber finger grip and black 
matt finish. The PS series has a push button sliding guard 
to protect the fine leads. The PG500, the latest in the range, 
features colour coded end buttons, built-in eraser, and hard
ness indicator.The PF series is for use on coated film in 
0.9mm, 0.7mm, and 0.5mm lead widths. 

FRISK 

Unlike the Frisk/Artograph Design Master I copy pro
jector which requires subdued lighting for operation, the 
Design Master 11 can be used in normal working conditions 
and the Mark 2 has also twice the light source for extra 
clarity of image. For both machines the copy board area to 
carry the opaque original for projection is approximately 
5.5" square, a 200mm lens allows the image to project up 
to 350% enlargement and 75% reduction. The Artograph 
DB400 projector allows you to project from an endless 
variety of sources such maps, photographs, illustrations and 
3D items like packs and cans, etc, onto any drawing surface. 
The 300% enlargement range can be increased to 800% 
when the unit is swivelled to project onto a distant surface 
such as a studio wall. Frisk Products are sole U.K. agents 
for Schoellershammer drafting I tracing paper and films and 
Artograph Visualisers. A free copy of their brochure can be 
obtained by calling 081 698 3481. 
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EDDING 

Edd~ng has added sepia to its 1800 Profipen series in 
stroke widths ofO.~, 0.3, 0.5 and 0.7 and six colours: black, 
red, green, bl~e, violet plus sepia. The Profipen produces 
some_ subtle l~~e and wash effects and is best for instant 
lette~ng, precision line work, illustration and outlining. The 
tec~mc~l p~n needs no refilling and its metal framed syn
th~uc tip give~ consistent line quality and the fine stroke 
wi_dth~ come m useful for template and lettering guides. 
Pnce IS £1.95 each (incl VAT) or in a three pen wallet £5 85 
!h~ Edding 3700 Permanent Ink Marker and cartridge ~fili 
IS hghtfast and water resistant when dry, the ink is water
based making it safe and odour free. The marker can be 
refilled up to five times by means of a cartridge pushed into 
t?e barrel. The marker costs 93p +VAT, but by refilling five 
times (~Op + _YAT ~ach refill), the average price drops to 
41 p. It IS avrulable m black, green, red or blue ink with a 
conical nib and a stroke width of approximately 1mm to 
3mm. All the 3700's component parts can be recycled or 
safely incinerated and form part of Edding's current trend 
towards environmentally friendly products. 

WIGGINS TEAPE 

Wiggins Teape Stationery recently launched a new 
range of HP inkjet printers with refills which can save you 
to 50% as they incorporate the actual print head which can 
be used for more printing then is afforded by one ink load. 
Refills are in black, cyan, yellow and magenta. Other new 
products include laser consumables such as labels, paper, 
transparencies and cartridge refills 

ARTLINE C. WILLIAMS 

Diamine drawing inks are acrylic based for opacity and 
shade giving an even flow in all conditions. The 48 colours 
are suitable for all types of airbrush work and use in calli
graphy pens, drawing pens, and art brushes. Aquatints can 
be achieved by diluting the inks with distilled water, though 
this may reduce their waterproof qualities. The Drawing 
System uses an odourless fast drying water based pigment 
ink that is fade proof and comes in dense black or vivid red. 
For drawing, designing and graphing as well as everyday 
writing, the pen produces clean edge edges and is suitable 
for tracing or art papers, they also have an airtight cap to 
prevent ink drying out. Packs of three cost £5.43 with 
individual pens at £1.81 in point sizes of 0.1mm, 0.2mm, 
0.3mm, 0.4mm, 0.5mm and 0.8mm. 

STABILO 

The STABILOpoint 88, which uses a water based ink 
has a line width of 0.4mm. Its metal encased tip ensures a 
constant line width and a long drawing life, it is also 
non-staining on the edge of rulers and stencils. STABILO
point 88 comes in a range of 20 colours, including browns 
and greys and is most suitable for technical drawing, stencil 
lettering and sketching. Schneider's refillable fine liners and 
rollerballs suit every need. 

FABER CASTELL 

The Faber Castell standard A3 and A4 TK-System 
drawing boards are equipped with parallel motion and the 
TK-System Plus has a 1mm grid overlay and magnetic 
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~liding scales. On these portable boards the drawing paper 
IS held firmly in place by two recessed clamps. They cost 
£24.95 and £37.95 respectively with the Plus A3 at£44.95. 
Faber-Castell 's Textliner 48 highlighter uses odour free 
water-based inks which can be used for highlighting on 
computer, fax or carbonless papers. It has a 5mm linewidth 
and comes in six brilliant colours - yellow, orange, green, 
red, blue, and pink; and costs 0.85p. 

AMADMEL 

The second edition of "The Plot Book" available free 
from AM Admel contains a business graphics section which 
gives details of suppliers for inkjet printer plotters, thermal 
transfer and laser devices. There are pens, ink, film, paper 
and other consumables included and also a section on 
"recycleable" items such as refills. The Admel Labyrinth 
disposable liquid ink plotter pen has a pen speed of 
120cm/speed and acceleration to 4G with its ink flow is 
regulated by a circuit which allows it to operate consistently 
fast or slow without affecting the constant at 0.25mm line 
quality. The visible ink reservoir allows the user to change 
pens before the ink runs out and as the ink is water based 
cap-off time is not a problem. It is available in packs of five 
for use on cartridge, gloss presentation, natural tracing or 
vellus materials. 

NOBO VISUAL AIDS 

A set of boards drawing aids from Nobo Visual Aids 
are designed for the preparation of accurate large scale 
drawings and diagrams on drywipe boards and presentation 
flipchart pads. Their giant geometry set includes a one 
metre long T-square and ruler (£11.30), a protractor cali
brated from 0 to 180 degrees in each direction (£7.90), a 
right angle set square (at £7.50), and a compass which can 
draw circles up to 50cm radius (£12.70). Supplied with a 
suction pad for use on drywipe boards and a pointer, they 
can be used with brightly coloured drymarker pens to create 
graphs, pie charts or diagrams and retail at £118. 

WELLGATE DRAWING INSTRUMENTS 

The Anglemaster drawing instrument is a combination 
of protractor, set square, centre finder and ruler which 
allows the user to construct angles, find angles, and draw 
fast and accurately with a retail price of £2.99 

CRUZINTERNATIONAL 

The Hancocks Economy lightbox uses a lightweight 
aluminium body and rigid perspex viewing surface it also 
has a colour corrected light source to provide viewing of 
slides and transparencies and is available in A4, A3 and A2 
sizes. The Combination Lamp incorporates tungsten or 
fluorescent lighting separately, or for extra light intensity 
both may be used at once. The Dual Fluorescent Lamp is 
supplied with 2 x 18" colour matching tubes and a Circular 
Fluorescent Magnifyer. "Simplifile" is a versatile system 
for offices where files are in regular use. It gives quick and 
easy access to information and each steel plan holder cre
ates a "book" of drawing (up to 100 sheets) in logical 
sequence without adhesive strips or hole punching. The 
plan holders can be mounted on pivoting wall brackets, with 
steel pins allowing the holders to be fanned through 180 
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degrees. Five and ten pin versions are available and mobile 
freestanding trollies accept either the Simplifile display 
plan holder or the Simplifile economy system where both 
ends of the holder are supported. The "Versafile" modular 
storage system consist of vertical storage to accommodate 
A2 mounted artwork, a standard lockable five drawer Al 
unit, and a spacious lockable filing drawer designed to 
accept A3 jumbo suspended files for drawings, CAD print
outs, X-rays, etc., also available is a four drawer AI section 
with integrallightbox viewing surface. A steel cabinet with 
security lockable door comes in Al and AO sizes with either 
a 2-prong or 4-prong configuration. This type of vertical 
cabinet should always be securely fixed to either wall or 
floor, although anti-tilt free are available where a cabinet 
needs to be free standing. The mechanism is activated by 
opening the door. A popular method of filing plans and 
drawings, this horizontal cabinet consists of two five drawer 
sections to give a standard configuration of ten drawers, to 
which additional sections may be added as required. Each 
drawer runs on roller bearings with a hood at the rear to 
prevent curling. Each section is fully lockable and available 
in AI and AO sizes. 

KIND U.K. 
The Kind A3 three drawer vertical cabinet is suitable 

for CAD drawings or A3 photocopies with a total capacity 
of approx 2,000 drawings per drawer. Drawings may be 
hung in wallet or spine file. The AI vertical cabinet with 
60mm pin positions has space for 1,500 drawings of 3 thou 
film; it costs £605 and comes with a 5-year guarantee. 

ROLLCUT 

Rollcut have improved their safety trimmers by incor
porating integral tray which catches the cuttings, for 
awkward materials there is an improved cutting wheel 
guidance and the right angle paper guide now has a lip to 
prevent the paper slipping from the guide, the adjustable 
end-stop cuts paper to an exact length; and a lined, marked 
translucent paper guide at the cutting edge helps cutting 
parallel printed matter. The 12" retails at £61; the 18" 
£72.70; the 24" £84.50; and the 36" Rollcut £119. 

BABS 

A new range of Super Rotaries have twin guide rails 
and solid baseboards which give rigidity and eliminate 
inaccuracy caused by too much flexibility in the rails. The 
polished chrome steel bars together carry the enclosed self
sharpening rotary blade allowing it to be drawn across the 
paper with a smooth action. The 36cm size is for A4 paper 
and (£72), 46cms for A3 (£89), 67cm model retails at £119 
and the 120cm for AO size at £175. 
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MYERS 
Myers Tidycut is a new A4 cutter identifiable by its 

geometrical design making it easy to handle is able to cut 
five sheets at a time and has a fully protected rotary blade. 
It allows the paper to be moved around on the baseboard. 
The Tidycut also has a built-in compartment for storing 
paper clips, pins, erasers and scalpels etc. while the ad
justable lid incorporates degree marks to be used as a 
protractor. 

RAPES CO 
Rapesco paper cutters and trimmers are advertised as 

safe, quick and easy to use with a long lasting cutting blade 
and rule calibrated for precision. The SC-1 slide cutter has 
a 350mm x 310mm cutting length, the SC-2 slide cutter has 
a 380mm x 100mm self healing mat, and the SC-5 has a 
foldaway right angle arm and is multi-calibrated. 

ROTA TRIM 
The Rotatrim rotary action series will tackle materials 

requiring a razor action cut such as foam boards. The Foam
cut will cope with materials up to 3/4" (20cm) in one pass 
and is guaranteed for 5 years. It has a squaring arm cali
brated in both metric and imperial, an anodised aluminum 
double baseboard, and a low tack membrane to keep the 
board in place while cutting. There are two guard rails with 
a roller bearing cutting head as well as hardened steel blades 
in sets of 5. 

ESSELTE DYMO 

Esselte Dymo 's CB50 will punch up to 20 A4 sheets at 
a time and is reckoned to be good for one million punches 
before replacement. Other features include margin control 
with four positions which allows binding for from 1 to 250 
sheets without "hole tear". 

LETRASET 

Letraset's StudioTac incorporates a layer of adhesive 
on a carrier sheet which is protected by an overlay, it is then 
transferred onto the paste-up material and pressed into 
place. The overlay is peeled away to expose the adhesive 
the copy to be mounted is then placed onto the adhesive 
backing, finally the peel off copy is now ready to be posi
tioned on the artwork. 

PENTEL 

Roll 'N' Glue is non-toxic and features a special roller 
applicator to control the flow of glue. It can be used on 
paper, card and cloth, even for more intricate sticking with 
a ruler along narrow lines. It is odourless, unspillable and 
washable is available in 30cc plastic bottles or a 55ml 
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version and costs£ 1.32 for the 30cc bottle and £1.54 forthe 
50ml. "Correct-It", the 3-in-1 correction system combines 
a mini bottle of correction fluid and two sizes of preposi
tional cover-up tape which can be cut to length from a 
dispenser. It opaques out typed or written errors and blanks 
out areas for changes on photocopies or originals. It can also 
be used for masking off or highlighting images on studio 
work, documents or forms and retails at £4.99. 

3M 

ReMount is claimed to be the first aerosol adhesive 
product which enables artwork to be lifted and remounted 
repeatedly without the need to respray this allows users to 
experiment with various designs and layouts. Traditional 
SprayMount is being replaced by an improved formula, 
while retaining all the attributes of the original adhesive, the 
new product will give an instant repositionable, colourless 
bond which is also ozone friendly. 

TIPP-EX 

The Tipp-Ex environment friendly solvent free range 
includes a non-permanent glue stick which permits the 
removal or repositioning of glued paper and card. A perma
nent glue sti,;k in three sizes is also available and a roller 
glue, for precision applications, complete the range. Since 
January 1991, all Tipp-Ex purchases mean a donation to the 
World Wid~~ Fund for Nature (WWFN). 

FOAMALUX 

Foamalux is made in standard 8ft x 4ft sheets, special 
sheet sizes can be ordered subject to quantity: It is manu
factured to a specific gravity of 0. 7 and is available in white 
in 2mm, 3mm, 4mm, 5mm, 6mm, 7mm, and 8mm thickness 
and in blue, green, red, yellow, black and grey, in 3mm and 
6mm thicknesses. It is weather and water resistant and 
non-absorbent. 

DALER ROWNEY 

Daler-Rowney's new cartridge paper pads are made 
from high quality recycled paper that can be used for 
applir.:ations such as sketching, pen and ink work, etc. 
Recycled cartridge pads are available in A3 with 30 sheets 
and A4 with 50 sheets at 96gsm. A new generation of liquid 
acrylic colours has been introduced into the UK by Daler
Rowney. There also are 21 colours in the new range of 
water-based Pearlescent colours which change as the light 
strikes at different angles. They may be applied to almost 
any non-greasy surface and are fluid enough to be used with 
either nibs, ruling pens or brushes. The lOO-page Daler
Rowney catalogue in full colour includes all the tint charts 
for their oils, watercolours, acrylics, pastels, egg tempera, 
designer's gouache, and the new "Luma" brilliant concen
trated watercolours and pearlescent liquid acrylic colours. 
Daler Studland boards and Canford coloured papers and 
card are also included. Also you can fmd over 50 series of 
artists' brushes 17 easels, artists' accessories, painting sets; 
the "Aztek" airbrush, picture mount cutters, and details of 
all the Daler pads, papers, canvases and canvas panels. 

DERWENT 

For monochrome drawing Derwent Graphic pencils 
include a full range of 20 degrees from fine 9H to soft 9B. 
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The harder ones have a 2.2mm strip, the softer ones 3.5mm. 
They are available individually or in sets. The Designer Set 
comprises 12 from 6B to 4H, the Technical has the 12 
hardset, the Sketching Set from H to 9B. A Graphic Set has 
all 20. Prices are from :'i4p per pencil. 

BEROL 

Berol's Drywipe marker comes in blue, red, green and 
black at £1.26 each or £5.04 for an assorted four wallet pack 
the marker will write for around 400 metres with an ink 
which is low odour and fast evaporating. The Venus Black
lead Collection comes in a box containing 12 pencils 
ranging from 4H to 6B. The Venus Colour Collection con
tains 24 pencils in a variety of colours. With black-crackle 
finish they are contained in a sleeve-format box which 
retails at £12.99. A book style pack of Venus pencils in green 
embossed with gold contains 12 graphite pencils, from 4H 
to 6B at a retail price of £5.85. A cassette book, with separate 
sleeve in black crackle fmish embossed with silver, opens 
to show 24 artist quality coloured pencils. Retail price 
around £12.99. 

Desk Top Mapping 

GBM FONTCENTRE 

At under 1,000 a new font software set called Serials 
Type Collection is announced by GBM FontCentre. There 
are three collections - Serif and Sans Serif with 333 fonts 
each, and Decoratif with 269 mixed serifs and sans serif 
body typefaces plus 64 Top Types for display and headlin
ing. They are available on six 45 Mb Syquest removable 
discs of standard CD-ROM format, with an additional 
charge of 100 per hard disc. CD-ROM costs £666 with 
individual collections at £222. Compatible with MS-DOS, 
Windows, Apple and NeXT, the complete package is avail
able for 999 +VAT, including a Panasonic drive. For an 
extra £29 a Serials Type reference book dedicates one page 
per family. 

LETREX 

The Letrex LM-700 is able to produce lettering in any 
size from 6pt to 86pt in up to eight lines. Characters may be 
condensed, extended, italicised, outlined, mirrored or 
reversed and additional features include tinted infills, vari
able line spacing, and multi-line text to a left or right margin, 
as well as centred. Print output is 380 dpi and high resolu
tion gives a sharper edge to italics. ~fa~es c?rresp~~ding 
to Helvetica Medium and Bold are bwlt m w1th addiuonal 
type faces added if required. 

GTCO 

The new GTCO large format roll-up digitisermat from 
SSI-Microcad handles CAD, mapping, scientific and busi
ness applications. It gives 1/1000" resolution with 
+/-0.010" accuracy with no need for calibration. ASuperSet 
menu gives access to 100 software programs, a surface grid 
pattern allows you to position your drawings and provide 
quick measurement. The unit costs £1,595 with stylus or 
£1,530 with either4 or 16-button cursor. 
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AMADMEL 
AM Admel supply refillable laser toner cartridges 

which may be recycled four times after the original contents 
have been exhausted. The charged cartridge comes with 
four bottles of replacement toner and accessories and it is 
claimed to reduce by half the costs of buying the equivalent 
number of original ones. 

ESSELTE DYMO 
To reduce glare, static and radiation on VGA monitors 

(IBM PS/2 and compatibles) Esselte Dymo has introduced 
a glass screen filter to its mesh range. The anti -glare coating 
on both sides eliminate up to 99.5% of all reflections and 
glare as well as reducing flicker and shadow effects. Scratch 
resistant, it can be used on curved 12-14" and 19-20" 
screens, the latter being for CADCAM andD'IP equipment. 
The coatings provide 100% protection against static and 
filter 98% radiation. 

COLORGRAPH 

Distributed by Colorgraph, the SC6000C is a 600 dpi 
desktop colour scanner to be used with both Apple Macs 
and IBM compatibles at a cost of £1,695 ex VAT. The Mac 
version comes with Abobe PhotoShop and ColorShop 24, 
a software package that offers the ability to capture, view, 
edit, store and print black and white, grey scales and full 
colour images. The mM version comes with Aldus Photo
Styler and ColourShop 24 and a unit can be fitted for 
scanning in transparancies, X-ray and photographic film, 
and slides. Its gamma correction enhances colour graphics 
and quality of scanned images is controlled menu settings 
for brightness, contrast, grain and scale. Output can be to a 
Colourgraph thermal printers or the latest 300 dpi sublimi
nation PostScript printer the PS 144. 

IDTACHI 

For CAD and D'IP users the Hitachi 15MVX 15" FST 
colour monitor, has a 0,28mm dot pitch which offers a 
flicker free 800 x 600 resolution. With the CM2087 and 
CM2186 20" and 21" monitors, the Precision Colour Apple 
Mac 8 and 24-bit colour cards with on board graphics 
acceleration provide an increase in 32-bit Quickdraw per
formance. 

KODAK 

A colour original can be scanned on the Kodak Prophe
cy desktop colour imaging system displayed on a high 
resolution colour monitor and sent to a Mac design station 
where the operator is able to design pages with a low 
resolution illustration for page position only. When the Mac 
is working like this, the Prophecy can be used to adjust, 
colour correct, ammend or enhance the image. When a page 
layout has been completed, including images, text and 
graphics, low resolution illustrations are replaced by high 
resolution and the imagesetter outputs full colour separ
ations it can also provide true black and white 
representation of a scanned colour image. 

QUANTEL 

Desktop Paintbox, Quantel's Mac-linked real time page 
composition and imaging system, includes 'Active Grids' 
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and 'Glue' which enable images and cut-outs to be cropped, 
sized and rotated interactively, combined with the 'Cut and 
Paste' facility users have absolute precision for page com
position . Desktop Paintbox works alongside the Mac, using 
it as a peripheral server for the input and output of images. 
Images are directly scanned into the Mac and sent at near 
disc speeds to the Paintbox. After image manipulation the 
images are returned correctly sized and cropped to the Mac 
for fmal colour conversion and output. Other new features 
include live vignettes, unsharp masking, 16 point interpo
lation on output, and short cuts. 

PO M-PC 
POM-PC is a PostScript imaging software system de

signed to run under Windows for the production of graphics, 
proofing and D'IP applications. The new version enables 
output of PostScript and Encapsulated PostScript files to 
35mm film recorders as well as to thermal and dye subli
mation colour printers. Other features include incremental 
scaling in X and Y axes, rotation, and uninterruped batch 
imaging. Large format film in 4" x 5" and 8" x 10" sizes at 
up to 16K resolution can also be processed. It requires a 386 
PC between 4 and 8 Mb of RAM and at least 4 Mb of hard 
disc to run with Windows 3,the initial release supports the 
Kodak XL 7700 digital tone dye sublimation printers and 
provides anti-aliasing over the full image area. 

DESIGNWORKS 

Costing £149 +VAT, a new PC Windows software 
package Designworks includes undo/redo options making 
developing a design a straightforward process, with the 
bezier curves, autotrace option, blend colour/style and 
shape facilities speeding up the creative process. It can 
transform objects by scaling, rotating, skewing or reflecting 
to specific degree angles and designs can be created as a 
series of layers (up to 200) which can be individually named 
and edited. Layers can be displayed or hidden with a 'zero' 
layer for a template. It can also 'Cut and Paste' to a Windows 
'clipboard' and multiple windows may be opened either on 
separate pictures or different views of the same picture, 
each window giving a WYSIWYG view as the design 
progresses and it also allows for colour separations. 

RANK XEROX 

Illustrator 11 from Rank Xerox is claimed to be the first 
system designed solely for the needs of the technical illus
trator. It allows for editing of diagrams and drawings as well 
as true freehand drawing, such as ellipses, curved lines and 
circles, and diagonals etc. Circular objects may be rotated 
and scaled, while drawing features such as line styles and 
weights, masking and patterns are also available and Illus
trator 11 can also incorporate text within or around images. 

VBS GRAPHMASTER 

VBS Graphmaster 7 with its pop-up tools make chart 
editing a one click process and the Pictogram Editor allows 
artwork to be drawn or imported and used as bars in a bar 
chart, spreadsheet or database and then published as D'IP. 
The Graphmaster software is able to work in 2D or 3D with 
on-screen rotation, perspective and re-sizing control, it 
offers the choice between working with logarithmic or 
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linear axes. 120 colours can be displayed and up to 32 XEROX ENGINEERING SYSTEMS 
definable shades may be stored in the library and applied 
instantly to charts. Cost £195 

IMAGEQ 

Image Q is a tool for Windows which assembles images 
created by your scanner or drawing package and displays 
them in easy-to-use way. It runs on VGAsystems, gives for 
true-colour image presentation and takes full advantage of 
highend 16 or 24-bit colour graphic cards, but also works 
on any 4 or 8-bit card, performing automatic real-time 
colour reduction for maximum fidelity with up to 32,000 
colours. Cost is £295 +VAT. 

AIRMOUSE 

AirMouse is a remote control device for interactive 
demonstrations which performs all the functions of a tradi
tional mouse but is also cordless. Simply point it at menus 
on your display or projection screen and touch one of the 
two buttons to perform all the usual desktop functions. It 
can be used anywhere in the room, and is compatible with 
DOS PCs, Windows, Macs and Amigas. 

OTI-DUPONT 

A French company OTI, working with Du Pont resins 
has developed a process known as sublimination for print
ing coloured images and text using printing ink transfers on 
the polymer. The transfer is controlled by temperature of 
17°C to 30°C and time (max. 2 minutes). The ink's pene
tration of the plastic results in the print being indelible, 
rub-proof and chill proof. The process can be used to print 
text, logos or photographs on acetate resin and nylon resin, 
thermoplastic and polymer resin, and elastomer. 

OCE GRAPHICS 

The 406 x 406 dpi Oce Graphics G9860 direct thermal 
plotters claim unattended operation due to the automatic cut 
and stack/take-up system. A maximum of 80 plots sized 
from AI to AO can be stacked on the storage bar below the 
plotter and for plots up to 15 metres a take-up option is 
recommended. The plotters can draw lines in 32 shades of 
grey with 0.1% accuracy through a choice of 999 pens and 
are supplied with Centronics, RS-232, and Local Talk inter
faces. The AO format G9825, with 405 dpi, is geared to 
medium volume users and offers a printing speed of0.5ips 
and draws over 80 consecutive plots without user interven
tion. 

KODAK 

The Kodak XL 7700 digital continuous tone thermal 
dye sublimation printer creates photographic quality output 
from computer systems in the form of paper prints or OHPs. 
A thermal head with 2,048 resistive heating elements and 
Ektatherlll media which consists of a ribbon cartridge con
taining cyan,yellow and magenta dye patches with the 
amount of dye transferred proportional to the amount of 
heat generated. Print sizes are 8.5 x 11 inch or 11 x 11 inch 
with a resolution of 1536 x 2048 pixels and 2048 x 2048 
pixels, printing an 8.5 x 11 inch colour print takes about 3.5 
minutes; OHPs approximately 7 minutes. The XL can be 
table-top or mounted, black and white with 4Mb and colour 
printers with 12Mb image memory buffer. 
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Xerox Engineering System 8840's is an electronic 
graphics printing system capable of receiving data from a 
variety of electronic sources and producing multiple copies 
of up to Al size original drawings. Its combination of plain 
paper, xerographic technology and digital operation allows 
output speeds of 4 AI plots per minute, 9 A2 or A3, and 15 
A4 plots per minute, an automatic scaling function allows 
larger plots to be reduced. The XES 8840 has a resolution 
of 400 dots per inch, reproducing diagonal lines and curves 
accurately with no distortion of jagged edges, solid black 
areas are uniform and dense and a fixed-array LED imaging 
head gives quality and reliability with low maintenance. 

PROTRACER 

Pro Tracer performs in a similar way to a desktop laser 
printer yet can also function like a pen plotter to produce 
large size drawings on standard A3 and A2 size material in 
less than five minutes. Output quality of 360 x 360 dpi can 
be obtained for a price of£ 1,049. There is a faster mode at 
180 dpi which comes with Epson LQ-1050 and IBM Pro
printer XL24E emulations, Centronics and various 
interfaces and 512K of printer memory. A user integrating 
a drawing into a PostScript document might add 8Mb 
memory and PostScript emulation card for a total system 
price of £1 ,997. 

ZETA 
The ZETA CLP laser plotter makes colour plots on 

plain paper for CAD, GIS, cartography and mapping, archi
tecture, business graphics, technical documentation, 
schematic diagrams, etc. Features include output speeds of 
5 A4 (or 10 A3) colour plots or 30 A4 monochrome per 
minute, plain paper/OHP transparency foil media at 400 
dpi. Suitable for network applications technical emulations 
it reads HPGL, CalComp 906/907. HP LaserJet 11, Post
Script, CGM and CCITT{fiFF with Centronics, optional 
Ethemet, IBM 32/0 coax, Apple Talk, and fibre optics inter
faces. 

FUJITSU 
The ability to handle A3 in landscape and A2 in portrait 

as well as A4 are the main features of the Fujitsu 24-pin 
DL1200 dot matrix printer which costs £549. With a top 
speed of240 copies (12 cpi) in draft mode, 136 columns (10 
cpi) print capability, and the ability to handle a variety of 
media including labels and envelopes, this printer is de-
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signed to support the PC user. There are six resident fonts 
and Fujitsu Creative Faces software works together with 
Windows to give WYSIWYG screen and print output for 
up to 35 PostScript compatible fonts. A 13 font configura
tion costs £75, with the 35 font package at £175. 

TEKTRONIX 

The Phaser Ill is an A3 PostScript high resolution 
colour printer which produces high quality colour output on 
virtually any material. It supports Adobe PostScript Level 
2 and has data compression, enhanced font rendering and 
extended screen functions, plus multiplexing which enables 
it to accept files simultaneously through the serial, parallel 
and Apple Talk ports. The solid ink technology called Phase 
Change melts wax based ink sticks to create a palette of over 
16 million colours, jetting them on to the paper the image 
is them smoothed by cold pressure fusing. 
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SONY 

The rewritable 3.5" MO (Magneto Optical) disc from 
Sony has a high formatted storage capacity of 128 Mb 
which provides quick random access and high data integrity 
for hard discs back-up and secondary storage of large files. 
It will widen the use of such discs to PC and Mac users, 
especially for CAD and DTP or image database programs. 
There are also two 5.25" MOs - EDM-IDAO and EDM
IDAI. All Sony optical discs have a standard media life of 
over 10 million writes/rewrites and a 15-year archival life. 

DYSAN 

Dysan has added to its range of products with the 
Dysan 100 brand of 5.25" and 3.5" Magneto optical discs. 
The 5.25" disc comes in two types, with 650Mb and 594Mb 
storage capacity and the 3.5" with 128Mb. Dysan, who 
invented the 5.25" disc in 1976, has announced that all its 
discs in this range will be ready-formatted. The company 
recently standardised on formatted 3.5" discs, currently 
discs are DOS formatted only, but users can easily change 
to any format and Dysan are one of the few manufacturers 
whose standard test covers the entire surface both on and 
off the tracks. The Dysan 100 Colourform 3.5 inch disc 
covers both IBM and 2Mb versions. Each box of 10 in
cludes two each of yellow, orange, red, green and blue, all 
DOS formatted (which can save you up to 20 minutes). 
Apple and other non-DOS system users can lay down their 
own formats over the DOS. 

UK Distributor 

KIMOTO UK LTD 

40a Jasmine Grove 
London SE208JP 

01·65914!4/5 
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