
SOCIETY NEWS 
Edited by Steve Chilton 

MINUTES OF THE 26th ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

Held at Portsmouth Management Centre, Portsmouth 
Polytechnic, Thesday 4th September 1990 

Members present: 41 
Apologies: M. Shand, T. Garfield 
The meeting opened at 20.12 

1. Chairman's Introduction 
The Chairman H. Dobson welcomed members to the 

26th Annual General Meeting of the Society, and thanked 
the organising committee at Portsmouth Polytechnic for all 
their efforts in providing such an interesting programme. 
The chairman also sadly informed the Society of the death 
of Gordon Bryan, a long-standing member. 

2. Minutes of the 25th Annual General Meeting 
Held at Cranfield Institute of Technology, 5th Septem

ber 1989 There were no matters arising and the minutes 
were accepted as a true record. Proposed: R. Anson, sec
onded: J. Baker. The minutes were duly signed by the 
chairman. 

3. Society Reports 
(a) Honorary Secretary's Report 
The Secretary M. Shand reported that the year had 

again proved to be a very busy and successful one for the 
Society and its Committee, who met twice during the year 
with Portsmouth Polytechnic kindly acting as hosts. He 
then reviewed some of the main activities and current 
business that the Society has been involved in during its 
25th Anniversary year. This started with the 1989 Annual 
Summer School at the Open University where the Annual 
General Meeting agreed to change the Society name to the 
"Society of Cartographers". To publicise the name change, 
a press release was widely distributed and a newsletter was 
used to inform the membership of the Society. A very 
successful Apple Macintosh Desktop Mapping Workshop 
was held in the spring on behalf of the Society by the 
Department of Geography, University College, London and 
was attended by 40 participants. Our thanks to Tim Aspden 
and his colleagues for his welcome addition to the Society 
calendar, we hope that his lead could be followed up by 
other members of the Society. Inter-society co-operation 
has continued to play an important part of the activities of 
the Society over the past year with members of the commit
tee involved in communication with the Survey & Mapping 
Alliance and the British Cartographic Society. The forma
tion of the Survey and Mapping Alliance in 1989 was an 
important milestone. The society reluctantly decided not to 
join as a full member of the Alliance, due largely to our 
small size and limited financial resources. Fortunately the 
Alliance is happy to welcome the Society of Cartographers 
as an associate member, which will allow us to participate 
in appropriate activities and meetings with financial corn-
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miunent only required for specific activities. The editor of 
the Bulletin is already a member of the regular joint journal 
editors meetings, the Diary of Events, which is circulated 
widely, will receive contributions from us and the joint 
advert for societies continues to include our contribution. It 
is pleasing, therefore, that the Society of Cartographers 
continues to maintain its profile in the changing mapping 
and survey environment. An important development in 
March of this year was the formation of the UK Committee 
for Cartography which was set up by the Council of the 
British Cartographic Society to carry out the roles of the 
now dissolved Cartography subcommittee of the British 
National Committee for Geography, which in turn was 
administered by the Royal Society. The role of the UK 
Committee for Cartography will be to represent the carto
graphic community of the United Kingdom in the 
international sphere and to articulate and voice the views of 
the cartographic community within the United Kingdom 
and to ensure that it nourishes there. On this we must 
congratulate our Chairman for his recent appointment to 
this important and influential committee. Finally, venues 
for 1991 and 1992 have been secured at Glasgow and 
Polytechnic South West, Plymouth respectively and any 
offers for 1993 and future venues would be most welcome. 

(b) Membership Secretary's Report 
The Membership Secretary (B. Rogers) reported a 

slight increase on last year's figures - 217 (210 last year) 
with a potential of223 (214), though emphasised that these 
had been achieved without any real publicity drive. A. 
Bartlett suggested circulating a new address list for the 
membership, a suggestion that was welcomed by J. Baker. 
The Chairman commented on a possible conflict with the 
Data Protection Act, and the Membership Secretary agreed 
to investigate this. 

(c) Honorary Treasurer's Report 
The Treasurer (R Fry) presented his annual report on 

the current financial status of the Society. This included the 
Advertising Manager's Report (A.Rogers), and was fol
lowed by comment from the floor of the meeting. J. Taylor 
commented on a £250 advance to the 1989 Summer School 
which appeared on last years statement. R. Anson suggested 
a two-tier price for UK/Overseas subscribers. B. Wilson 
inquired whether Student Subscription met production 
costs. The Bulletin Editor (S. Chilton) replied that any 
shortfall was marginal. 

(d) Bulletin Editor's Report 
The Bulletin Editor (S. Chilton) reported that steady 

progress had been achieved in bringing the production 
schedule up to date. At present there is a three-month delay 
on the production schedule. The Editor reported that D1P 
techniques have been further refined, and the current pro
duction costs are half those of the last typeset issue, despite 
two years of inflation. The Bulletin is currently printed by 
offset-lithography from laserwriter originals, and the next 
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possible increase in quality would be to imageset pages. 
The experience in DTP that the Editor has gained was 
rewarded with the Charlesworth Group for Typographic 
Excellence in Journal and Serial ~blishing - Desktop 
Award Finally the Editor thanked fellow section editors 
for their help and support, made the normal plea for mem
bers to submit material for inclusion in future Bulletins. J. 
Pugh asked if the ULCC TYPESET service was viable. The 
Editor relied that this route had already been explored. R. 
Anson asked if binders and a cumulative index could be 
produced. The Editor agreed to investigate these sugges
tion. After the Editor's report, The Chairman called for 
acceptance of the Society Reports. This was proposed by A. 
Pearson and seconded by J. Pugh. 

4. Election of the 1990-91 Committee 
There were no new nominations for the Committee 

posts, and the existing Committee offered to stand for 
re-election. These posts were as follows: 

Chairman: H.W. Dobson 
Secretary: M.C. Shand 
Treasurer: R. Fry 
Bulletin Editor: S. Chilton 
Membership Secretary: B. Rogers 
Bulletin Advertising: A. P. Rogers 
Bulletin Subscription: J, Dysart 

Ordinary Committee members: J.G. Allsopp & G. 
Sand em an 

The Committee as detailed were unanimously re
elected at this meeting. Proposed by C. Moore and seconded 
by J. Baker. 

5. Any other business duly notified 

The Chairman reminded the membership that no venue 
has yet been offered for the 1993 Summer School, and 
stressed the need for the momentum of venue offers to be 
continued. The Chairman also commented on the success
ful Apple Macintosh workshop, and inquired of the demand 
for an mM based workshop. There being no other busi
ness, the Chairman once again thanked the organising 
committee for their efforts, and the meeting closed at 21-
24pm. 

J .G. Allsopp for M. C. Shand Hon. Secretary 

The following are full texts of the various officers reports 
from the 1990 AGM: 

HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT 1989-90 

presented to the 26th Annual General Meeting Port
smouth Polytechnic, Tuesday 4th September, 1990 

Our 25th Anniversary year has proved to a very busy 
and successful year for the Society and its Committee who 
met twice during the year with Portsmouth Polytechnic 
kindly acting as hosts. 

The year began with our annual Summer School hosted 
by the Open University at Milton Keynes, our thanks again 
to John, Ray, John, Andrew and their colleagues for provid-
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ing us with such an interesting and stimulating programme 
of events in such pleasant surroundings. During the week 
the Wallis Award was won by Graeme Sandeman of St. 
Andrews University for the second year running. 

The Annual General Meeting had great significance to 
the Society this year with the resultant name change to the 
"Society of Cartographers". This naturally created extra 
work for the committee, as it was necessary to publicise and 
inform cartographic and related organisations as well as the 
membership as soon as possible on the reasoning behind 
this important move for the Society.This was achieved by 
way of both a press release which was widely distributed 
and a newsletter which was used to inform the membership 
of the Society. Work is also well in hand to review and 
reprint Society stationary and publicity material. When a 
publicity leaflet is ready, it will be distributed to a wide 
range of individuals and organisations. 

The Society Bulletin continues to flourish under the 
editorship of Steve Chilton who has to be congratulated on 
the Desktop Award bestowed on the Society Bulletin by the 
Charlesworth Group for Typographic Excellence in Journal 
and Serial Publishing. A very successful Apple Macintosh 
Desktop Mapping Workshop was held in the spring on 
behalf of the Society by the Department of Geography, 
University College, London and was attended by 40 partici
pants. Our thanks to Tim Aspden and his colleagues for this 
welcome addition to the Society calendar, we hope that his 
lead could be followed up by other members of the Society. 
Another meeting on the same theme was organised by 
Graham Allsopp from Sheffield University for members 
from the North Midlands area. This followed an earlier 
gathering organised by Linda Clarke from Nottingham 
Polytechnic. 

Inter-society co-operation has continued to play an 
important part of the activities of the Society over the past 
year with members of the committee involved in communi
cation with the Survey & Mapping Alliance and the British 
Cartographic Society. The formation of the Survey and 
Mapping Alliance in 1989 was an important milestone. The 
Society reluctantly decided not to join as a full member of 
the Alliance, due largely to our small size and limited 
fmancial resources. Fortunately the Alliance is happy to 
welcome the Society as an associate member, which will 
allow us to participate in appropriate activities and meetings 
with financial commitment only required for specific acti
vities. The Editor of the Bulletin is already a member of the 
regular joint journals editors meetings, the Diary of Events, 
which is circulated widely, will receive contributions from 
us and the joint advert for societies continues to include our 
contribution. It is pleasing, therefore, that the Society of 
Cartographers continues to maintain its profile in the chang
ing mapping and survey environment. 

An important development in March of this year was 
the formation of the UK Committee for Cartography which 
was set up by the Council of the British Cartographic 
Society to carry out the roles of the now dissolved Carto
graphy Subcommittee of the British National Committee 
for Geography, which in turn was administered by the Royal 
Society. The role of the UK Committee for Cartography will 
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be to represent the cartographic community of the United 
Kingdom in the international sphere and articulate and 
voice the views of the cartographic community within the 
United Kingdom and to ensure that it flourishes there. On 
this we must congratulate our Chainnan for his recent 
appointment to this important and influential committee, I 
am sure that his appointment will prove to be of great value 
to the Society in the coming years. 

The Society continues to receive enquires and requests 
for cartographic information with recent letters coming 
from as far afield as the U.S.A., France and the Soviet Union 
and so highlighting the continuing international role of the 
Society. Finally, venues for 1991 and 1992 have been 
secured at Glasgow and Polytechnic South West, Plymouth 
respectively and any offers for 1993 and future venues 
would be most welcome. 

Mike Shand (Honornry Secretary) 

HONORARY TREASURER'S REPORT 1989/90 

presented to the 26th Annual General Meeting Port
smouth Polytechnic, Tuesday 4th September, 1990 

As you will see from the financial statement the Society 
is in good shape with £11,395 in the accumulated fund 
compared with £7,660 at this time last year. The reserve 
and current liabilities total £4,000 which represents the 
liabilities for subscribers who have paid for Vol. 24 and for 
outstanding printing and postage costs for Vols. 23/1 and 
23/2. 

The healthy growth of the accumulated fund can partly 
be attributed to increased revenue from Membership and 
Bulletin subscriptions. In addition we recieved a refund of 
£330 from the organisers of the 1989 Summer School held 
in Milton Keynes. We also benefited from increased Sav
ings Bank interest. Income from the sale of Jack Render's 
booklet fell slightly to £102 and we will do well to maintain 
this level of income. 

On the expenditure account Bulletin and Newsletter 
production costs are down from £3465 to £2554 but as 
previously explained we are awaiting some outstanding 
invoices which will appear in next years accounts. Admin
istration and committee expenses increased from £446 to 
£650. This is reflected by the geographical composition of 
the committee and for the need of the Society to be inde
pendant of departmental resources. A payment of £56 
pounds was made in respect of Data Protection Registration 
fees covering the Society until February 1993. 

Looking at final accounts the Society has made a 
surplus of £3735 on the year which includes the value of 
booklets in stock. David Osman the auditor of the Society 
states in a letter to me "that if the present savings in the 
Bulletin prices can be maintained then it does not appear 
that an increase in mambership subscriptions will be 
necessary. The Society may however feel that the Bulletin 
subscription to non-members should be increased in line 
with inflation". 

In conclusion I would like to express my thanks and 
appreciation to the auditor and to my fellow officers and 
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committee members particularily my neighbour Brian Ro
gers down the A38 for his sterling work in collecting 
Membership Subscriptions. Also to John Dysart at Middle
sex Polytechnic for his regular supply of Bulletin cheques 
from all parts of the globe which greatly test the powers of 
observation and interpretation of the counter staff at the 
Societies bank! After discussion at the AGM it was agreed 
that membership subscriptions would remain at £12, but 
that Bulletin rates would increase from £18 to £20 in line 
with inflation. 

Rodney Fry (Honorary Treasurer) 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 1989/90 

presented to the 26th Annual General Meeting Port
smouth Polytechnic, Tuesday 4th September, 1990 

1989/90 has not seen the significant growth in mem
bership of the Society which one might have wished for. In 
fact, after gains and losses have been taken into account, the 
number of members on the roll shows only a marginal 
increase from 212* at the same point in 1988/89 to 217, with 
six applications still to be finalised; a potential membership 
for the beginning of 1990/91 of223. There are currently 209 
full, 4 honornry and 4 student members. The six application 
forms awaiting return are all requests for full membership. 

Although 11 names were removed from the roll for 
either non-payment of subscriptions or change of employ
ment, we were able to welcome 16 new members to the 
Society, including colleagues from Germany, Ghana and 
Australia. The Society's international standing is borne out 
by the fact that 22% of it's members are from overseas, 
representing a total of 18 countries around the world. The 
remaining 78% (170 members) represent a range of carto
graphic employment in the UK. These gains must be viewed 
in the light that no strong recruiting drive has been mounted 
during 1989/90, it being considered wiser to wait until an 
improved and punchier publicity package has been put 
together. With the MOD having been canvassed in a small 
way this year (via a training seminar), it is hoped to canvas 
the petroleum industry in 1990/91. A new publicity package 
would also afford the opportunity to re-canvas sections of 
the cartographic community (ie. education and the civil 
service), which were contacted in the recent past. Large 
numbers are not always the best indicator of a successful 
society; a smaller society is often more able to forge closer 
links between it's members. I hope members will be as 
optimistic about the future of the Society as I am and not be 
given over to pessimism. 

As a closing comment could I ask those members who 
are working in educational establishments running carib
graphy courses to make a major effort to interest their 
students in membership of the Society - it is important that 
we reach tomorrow's professional cartographers now. 

Brian Rogers (Membership Secretary) 
* two of the four applications stated in the 1988/89 report as 
being in progress were not finalised, although the applica
tion forms were sent in response to telephoned or written 
requests from the applicants. 
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MR T GARFIELD - Retirement Presentation 
On 30 January 1992, at a dinner to celebrate his retire

ment, I had the pleasure and privilege on behalf of the 
Society to present Terry Garfield with a framed certificate 
conferring honorary life membership of the Society of 
Cartographers. 

Terry's long association with the society started in 1964 
when he and others met in Glasgow and founded the Society 
of University Cartographers. In the early years Terry served 
as both secretary and treasurer, forming a strong base from 
which the society has expanded to its current position. 
During his time with the society Terry has always been 
involved, as secretary, chairman and until recently as re
view editor of the bulletin. He has also had the dubious 
pleasure of organising two summer schools at Leicester. 

As somebody who had worked with Terry for a number 
of years it was with great pleasure that I made the presen
tation to Terry in recognition of his unique contribution to 
the society and gave him the best wishes of all members on 
his retirement. It is to be hoped that the society will not lose 
touch with Terry and that we can still have the pleasure of 
his company at the annual summer schools where his 
knowledge and enthusiasm for cartography can still give 
encouragement to us all. 

FOR DISPOSAL 

1 nearly new Grant Projector 

DaveOrme 
Dept of Geography 

Coventry Polytechnic 

Contact: Albert De Souza at Conoco UK 
1 Diatype typesetter, including disks for Futura, Helvetica 
Medium, Univers 57, Bembo and Rockwell 

Contact: Steve Chilton at Middlesex Polytechnic 
(081-368-1299) 

ICA '91 PROCEEDINGS 

OPEN LETTER TO SOC MEMBERS 

To aD those who attended the Glasgow Summer School: 
THANK YOU for your unhesitating (and on Carson's 

and Ray's part, physical!) support. It was quite a difficult 
decision to travel from Oxford to Glasgow, spend four days 
and then travel back on my own, without a 'minder'. You 
see, for those who do not know, I am now an epileptic. 

The decision to go to Glasgow to try and get back my 
self confidence, was made in the light of the friendliness of 
past Summer Schools- if one is going to fall flat on one's 
face - what better people to do it with than SoC members! 
People have done that at past Summer Schools without the 
excuse of epilepsy after all! 

Thank you again 
Heather Jones 

PS. Perhaps those of you whose only experience of 
epilepsy is as portrayed by the media will understand a little 
more now that it is not an illness and that the great majority 
of us live absolutely normal lives. 

PPS. I now know what Raster means! 

WALLIS AWARD 
The 1990 Wallis Award was presented at the 1991 

Glasgow Summer School. The winning entry was sub
mitted by Portsmouth Polytechnic. This and the other 
entries- Open University (2 recommended entries), Univ
versity of Dar es Salaam, University of Leicester, 
University of Wales College Cardiff, University of St An
drews and University of Sheffield - were all on display in 
the conference exhibition area. 

In September 1991 in Bournemouth, England, the ICA (International Cartographic Association) held a 
very successful conference with the theme "Mapping the Nations". Through the generosity of its organising 
committee, all remaining stocks of the conference proceedings (some 400 copies) have been given to the 
British Cartographic Society with a view to possible onwards sale in order to generate funds for the Society. 
Copies of the ICA 1991 conference proceedings are for sale through me. The publication comes as two 
volumes (AS format, 978 pages in total) and is priced £20.00 for surface mail and £25.00 for airmail. We 
can accept sterling only and cheques should be payable to "British Cartographic Society". 

We also have substantial stocks of the ICA 1991 Map Exhibition Catalogue priced £3.50 in UK and 
£5.50 overseas. This publication - AS format 167 pages -represents good value and has an extensive summary 
of the specification and quality of international cartography in 1991. 
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Contact: 
Dr T. A. Adams, 
British Cartographic Society, 
Sales and Distribution Manager, 
c/o Laser-Scan Ltd., 
Science Park, 
Milton Road, 
Cambridge, CB4 4FY. 
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