
MAP, ATLAS AND BOOK REVIEWS 

Edited by Terry Garfield 

INFORMATION SOURCES IN CARTO
GRAPHY 
Edited by C R Perkins and R B Parry. London: Bow
ker-Saur/Reed International Books, 1990. 540pp, 
hardback. ISBN 0 408 02458 5. 

This is a first-class 'how to fmd out about it' book. It 
should be in every cartographic library. 

Keeping up-to-date professionally is an increasingly 
hard problem because of information overload. More ac
curately, the overload is one of communication, because the 
same or similar information often arrives in different forms 
and by several channels. The overload problem as it affects 
the practitioner is three-fold: finding out what is new, 
quickly; distinguishing between the useful and the irrele
vant; and placing the former in an order of priority so that 
it can be managed, by the individual and the organisation. 
This book is of enormous help in mastering the communi
cation overload in all three ways. 

The book consists of 30 chapters of roughly equal 
weight and length, written to a conformable style by 33 
authors, all of whom are acknowledged experts in their 
specialist fields. The two editors, who also wrote some of 
the chapters, are to be congratulated upon holding the 
contributions together to produce a coherent book. The 
book falls into six parts which deal respectively with sour
ces of information, the history of cartography, map 
production, map librarianship, different kinds of mapping 
and the public use and promotion of maps. Each chapter 
has very full though selective references. The three sub
stantial appendices give up-to-date lists of cartographic 
periodicals, the addresses of cartographic societies 
throughout the world and a very full list of map publishers. 
There are thorough subject and name indexes. 

Predominantly this is a book for professionals in the 
map business; but large sections of it will also be useful to 
educationalists and to those who have a general interest in 
cartographic matters. Thus the frrst section gives a very 
useful survey of information sources both for cartographers 
and for the general reader, indeed for anyone who is con
sidering maps as a means of communication. The chapter 
on career paths in cartography will interest careers officers 
in both schools and higher education. 

The inclusion of three chapters on sources relating to 
cartographic history is to be commended. Cartography is 
an immensely ancient science and it is important to see 
present developments in the context of what has gone 
before. We are reminded that there still is not comprehens
ive history of maps and map-makers, though a definitive 
work is progressing in Chicago under the editorship of 
Harley and Woodward. There are, of course, some excel
lent local map histories, some of which have been reviewed 
in this journal. 
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Six chapters on map production give a concise and very 
full account of references relating to virtually every aspect 
of map making. They range from data capture through map 
design to uses of relatively new opportunities provided by 
satellite remote sensing techniques and computer graphics. 
The chapter on Geographical Information Systems is a 
valuable summary of the present situation. The following 
section on map librarianship, also of six chapters, deals with 
the acquisition, physical management and applications of 
map collections, with an emphasis upon maps being made 
accessible to those who need, or can be educated to need, 
them. 

The fifth section on types of mapping has interesting 
chapters on earth science and environmental mapping, both 
highly topical subjects. There are also chapters on the 
design and production of census and navigational maps and 
a general chapter on atlases and gazetteers. The final chap
ter on tactile maps for the blind reminds us that the 
technologies of all practical sciences need to be re-con
sidered so that those with physical disabilities may still 
benefit from them. Maps which can be read by touch have 
already proved their worth on some University campuses 
where blind students have been given greater mobility and 
independence through their use. The possibilities are great, 
not only for blind map users. 

The last three chapters remind us that, while cartogra
phers may know the value of the maps they produce, others 
may not; and that therefore maps of all kinds have to be 
marked. Arguably, this section is the one most important to 
the continuing prosperity of cartography. 

Patrick Bailey 

GOODE'S WORLD ATLAS 
18th Edition, Edited by Edward B Espenshade Jr., 
Rand McNally, 1990, 22 x 28 erns, 368 pp, maps, 
diagrams, tables, gazetteer, $24.95 Library of Con
gress No 89 40419. 

This is the 18th Edition of the well known Rand 
McNally Goode's World Atlas which was first published 
more than sixty years ago. Designed to "Help students and 
parents everywhere relate to geography, history, literature, 
economics and current events". It has been a popular atlas 
in the United States and elsewhere throughout this period. 
Over the years the general map coverage has been ex
panded, the number of thematic maps increased, and many 
cartographic improvements incorporated to produce an 
atlas that is now a delight to handle. 

The 18th Edition marks a further step forward with the 
inclusion of twenty new thematic maps. Four have been 
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added to the World Thematic map section showing military 
and economic alliances, precious metals and the use of 
fertilisers around the world Eight new United States the
matic maps appear in the Regional Map section depicting 
current health and economic conditions. Other new re
gional maps include the latest population, economic and 
ethnic trends in the Soviet Union, ethnic maps for the 
Middle East, the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Lands, and 
water resources and transportation maps for Australia. 

New reference maps have also been added including a 
page on the Pacific islands, whilst the physical/political 
maps have been up-dated to early 1990. No atlas can ever 
be 100% correct and the name and boundary changes of the 
turbulent 1990/1991 period will have to wait for the 19th 
edition. 

There is a notable section covering Plate Tectonics and 
Ocean Floor maps at the end of the regional map section 
and this is followed by maps of the world's major cities. 
The atlas concludes with a section devoted to geographical 
statistics, graphs, and various tables which have been re
vised to incorporate the latest available data. Finally a 
gazetteer of 35,000 entries is included to facilitate place 
location. 

When one considers the amount of information con
tained in the 368 pages of the atlas the purchase price of 
$24.95 constitutes a remarkable bargain. Beautifully 
printed and with an exceptional reading clarity one can see 
why the Rand McNally Goode's World Atlas is so popular 
in US and other educational circles. 

WGVBalchin 

ATLANTE TEMATICO D'ITALIA 
Milan, Touring Club Italiano, 1989 and in progress, 
boxed format. 

This brief interim note is to record the partial publica
tion of a major new Italian atlas. The subtitle of this 
thematic atlas of Italy is "the state of the country"; when 
fmished it will undoubtedly present the most detailed and 
comprehensive cartographic record of Italy and will be a 
fundamental tool for the study of the geography of this 
important and fascinating country. So far half of the Atlas's 
126 fascicules have been published. The Atlas will be 
presented in four large boxed volumes, each containing 
about 32 fascicules. The themes of the four volumes will 
be: Vol. 1 General reference and physical features, Vol. 2 
Population and settlements, Vol. 3 Resources and economic 
activities, Vol. 4 Cultural heritage and environment. The 
fascicules issued to date are a random selection from these 
four volumes. Each fascicule contains a large-format 
folded sheet (size when opened out 90 x 39 cm) containing 
several maps and graphics on a specific topic. For instance 
Fascicule 42 on age and sex composition of the Italian 
population consists of five maps, 12 age-sex pyramids and 
four graphs. The work is being produced to an extremely 
high standard. When the full atlas is published, it will be 
the subject of a major review article by the author of this 
note. 

Russell King 
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AN ATLAS OF ROMAN BRITAIN 
Jones, Barrie and Mattingly, David. Oxford, 1990, 
341 pp., numerous maps and plates. £35.00. 

All maps are essentially static in their representations, 
showing situations at any given time. Consequently, one of 
the most difficult tasks facing a cartographer is to introduce 
a dynamic element to show changes in historical and pol
itical geography and land-use; changes which sometimes 
occur within a short span of time. Such a case is Roman 
Britain. 

The Ordnance Survey was the first modem authority, 
in 1924, to reduce Roman Britain to map form since when 
several later editions have appeared, as well as the maps of 
special areas covering the Walls ofHadrian and Antonimus 
Pius. All these tended to ignore chronological changes, but 
simply lumped together known information covering the 
four hundred years or so of the Roman occupation. To some 
extent these changes were taken care of in short summaries 
accompanying the maps, which were never quite adequate. 
Nevertheless the maps were essential viewing for any stu
dent of the period. Now we have this much more ambitious · 
effort by Jones and Mattingly, who are attempting to com
bine the process of map-making with an extended 
commentary. It should be said at once that the end product 
is a more-extensively illustrated, but nevertheless conven
tional and derivative, Roman Britain. But perhaps that is 
too hard a judgement as, notwithstanding, there are some 
good things in it. 

There are nine chapters in all and they are arranged in 
a conventional thematic order, starting with a look at the 
physical context of Britain as a background to the Roman 
conquest, taking into account the basic geology, soil types, 
climate and watersheds; changes in the coastline are also 
considered. Although brought up-to-date by modem re
search, it is still possible to detect a background of Sir Cyril 
Fox, The Personality of Britain, published in 1932. The 
next chapter deals with the ancient geographers and other 
sources, who, despite their limitations, provide a good deal 
of basic information about Britain, even though much is of 
variable quality. This chapter is, to a large extent, a digest 
of the much fuller treatment given in Smith and Rivet, The 
Place-Names of Roman Britain (London, 1979); but it is a 
useful summary. An error has, though, crept in, whereby 
none of the numbers allotted to the individual places listed 
in the Antonine Itinerary agree with the numbers on the 
maps; curiously all have slipped one place in the lists 
without any explanation. Tthe two following chapters con
sider the state of Britain before the Roman arrival, and the 
conquest itself, through to the fourth century; the latter 
therefore contains the military history of the province. 

The next three chapters might be said to represent the 
core of the book. Chapter 5 views the formation of the 
province with its cultural assimilation, urban development 
and communications; chapter 6 considers the economy, 
while chapter 7 is concerned with the landscape and the 
growth of the villa system. It seems an odd division, to 
separate farming (chapter 6- the economy) from the farms 
(chapter 7- the villas). The penultimate chapter deals with 
religion and burial, while the final one looks at the transition 
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from Roman Britain to Saxon England. Lastly there is an 
extensive bibliography arranged chapter by chapter. This 
method of compilation leads to excessive duplication and 
also contains a much more annoying feature, due to the use 
of the Harvard system of referencing. For instance a refer
ence relating to chapter 7 and cited under Jones, G.D.B., 
1979a simply refers the reader to Burnham and Johnson, 
1979. Unfortunately the latter is not given under this chap
ter, so a frantic search through the remaind~ has to be 
conducted before the full reference can be obtained. 

So much for the content, but is this book justifiably an 
atlas? Insofar as many of the maps could not possibly stand 
on their own without the commentary, it is not. Indeed one 
gets the feeling at times that some of the maps - notably 
those in chapter 4, showing the campaigns of certain gov
ernors, are really unnecessary, but have only been included 
to bolster the title of the book. This is perhaps most notice
able with Map 4:1, which is intended to lllustrate the 
campaigns of Julius Caesar in 55 BC, and which, in addition 
to the basic topography, contains only a single arrow and 
one doL It can hardly be said to add much to the total sum 
ofthebook. 

On the other hand many of the larger and more detailed 
maps are very informative, and clearly much thought and 
care has been used in their compilation. Some indeed 
present novel exercises in cartography leading at the other 
extreme to very complicated products. Map 2:14 is perhaps 
the best example. It is an illustration of the order in which 
the sites named in the Ravenna Cosmography (shown on 
Map 2:13, facing page) were listed in a series of cross
country zigzags. Without the supporting information of 
2:13, it would be nearly incomprehensible; even with it, it 
is not unlike trying to negotiate the Hampton Court maze. 
It is a great pity that two colours were not used so allowing 
both maps to be integrated, to make understanding easier. 

This latter point leads perhaps to the most serious 
criticism of the book. It seems strange that, with the present 
ease and comparative cheapness of good colour reproduc
tion, nowhere has it been used in this book, except on the 
dust-jackeL Judicious use of colour could certainly have 
reduced the overall number of illustrations, by combining 
them, and would have done much to improve the impact 
and comprehensibility of others. It would also have streng
thened the book's claim to be an atlas, for what other 
recently produced atlas has been entirely printed in black 
and white? Even Finley's Atlas of Classical Archaeology, 
published as long ago as 1977, made full use of colour, and 
the price then was not prohibitive. 

To sum up,Jones and Mattingly have produced a useful 
book of Roman Britain with a mainly orthodox text, which 
nevertheless incorporates some new ideas. It is heavily 
illustrated and includes interesting fresh material; but in a 
book which was obviously intended to make them para
mount, why are there no lists of plates and figures? And in 
this reviewer's opinion they have still not solved the prob
lem raised in the opening paragraph above, of how to show 
dynamic elements cartographically. 

J S Wacher 
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ATLAS OF THE WORLD WITH GEOPHY
SICAL BOUNDARIES SHOWING 
OCEANS, CONTINENTS AND TEC
TONIC PLATES IN THEIR ENTIRETY 
Spilhaus, A. 1991 Philadelphia, American Philosophi
cal Society Memoirs, Number 196, 92 pages, 12 
figures, 68 maps $45 

In the creation of map projections, the crock of gold at 
the end of the rainbow is a way of representing on a flat 
sheet of paper the reality of location on the surface of a 
nearly spherical planL The impossibility of the task is well 
known, so that our efforts have to owe much to compromise, 
convention, and the repeated use of a very small number of 
standard displays. The compromises are well understood 
and documented, but what this Atlas challenges is three 
basic conventions and in so doing it points the way towards 
the much greater creative use of non-standard projections. 
Traditionally, projections are drawn which show the conti
nents more completely than they do the oceans, use 
geometrically defmed lines of latitude and longitude as their 
borders, and cut the planet along similarly arbitrary lines. 
In this short monograph Spilhaus dispenses with all three 
conventions and the result is a fascinating collection of 
projections that present our planet in new and often star
tlingly unfamiliar ways. 

First to go are the continents. Using a Hammer Equal 
area with a half great circle from (Equator, 80W) to (Equa
tor, IOOE), which passes almost entirely over land and cuts 
the oceans only at the Bering Straight, produces a map 
which shows the entire oceanic area as a single, linked 
entity. This projection is made sensible by the surprising 
fact that only 3% of the continental area also has land at its 
antipodes. Next to go is the use of the computed graticule 
to defme the edge of the map, so that many of the graticules 
are extended beyond the conventional, 'one' world view. 
This allows natural shorelines to be used as map edges and 
avoids cutting the continents. Finally, where it is necessary 
to cut a map the incision is always made at the narrowest 
sea junctions, particularly the Drake Passage between Cape 
Horn and the Antarctic Peninsula. 

The majority of the 27 or so maps use a Hammer 
projection in a variety of aspects but where vectorial infor
mation needs to be displayed some use is made of the 
Oblique August or Stereographic conformal. The maps are 
grouped into three sets. The first 11 show the continental 
shoreline as a natural boundary, differing mostly in where 
any cut is made. Such maps greatly stretch and distort the 
continents around their edges but they have obvious utility 
for display of oceanic distributions such as sea-surface 
temperatures. The second set of 9 maps again shows sho
relines as natural boundaries but the projections are 
interrupted in order to minimise shape distortion of both the 
oceans and the continents. As might be expected, the cuts 
are made along 'natural' shorelines and the general strategy 
is to plot three lobes, one for each major ocean, with a join 
around the Antarctic. Just as the shorelines form one natural 
feature, so the margins of the great lithospheric tectonic 
plates recognised by geophysicists form another and the 
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fmal section has six maps illustrating what happens when 
these are given due emphasis. A comparison of figure 10, 
which shows the plate margins drawn on a standard Merca
tor, with almost any of these new maps will show how 
seriously in error is most people's Mercator based notion of 
the relative sizes and shapes of the plates. 

Many cartographers fmd the study of map projections 
an esoteric backwater far removed from what they see as 
the day-to-day business of drawing maps. Confrontation 
with the radical ideas exemplified in this little Atlas will do 
a lot to change this attitude and should lead to the careful 
construction of the best projection to show a particular 
distribution rather than simple repetition of one or other 
standard form. Some years ago, the labour involved in the 
construction of any new projection would have been pro- · 
hibitive, but perfectly standard computer programs are 
readily available to enable almost any projection to be. 
drawn and fme tuned to the display problem in hand. True, 
it remains essential that a projection has the correct techni
cal properties but what we now have is the ability to use our 
projections as a basic graphical variable, just like symbol
ism and colour, to be tuned to create the desired effect in 
each specific map. 

MAPS AND THE COLUMBIAN 
ENCOUNTER 

DavidUnwin 

J B Harley. Milwaukee: The Golda Meir Library, 
1990. 148pp. 119 B/W ill. paperback. ISBN 1-
879281-00-7 us $12.95. 

Maps and the Colombian Encounter is an interpretive 
guide compiled to accompany a travelling exhibition of rare 
fourteenth to seventeenth century maps which will tour 
America and Mexico as part of the programme to mark the 
quincentenary anniversary of Christopher Columbus's 
voyage to America in 1492. The actual exhibition tour will 
take two forms, a facsimile exhibition which combining 
forty-three maps and some 150 additional illustrations 
which will visit sixteen places in America and Mexico and 
an exhibition of original maps restricted to the four centres 
of Milwaukee, Minnesota, Chicago and Ann Arbor. 

Both the spatial spread of the exhibition and the signi
ficant anniversary have demanded a great deal of thought 
and care on the part of the organisers and this guide has had 
to reflect· these efforts. It consists of four sections: The 
World before Columbus, The Way to the Indies, Searching 
for an American Identity and Colonial Cartographies. Each 
section considers a large number of appropriate maps and 
supporting documents some of which will be familiar but 
many others less well-known but not the less interesting for 
that It may come as something of a surprise to cartogra
phers on this side of the Atlantic to realize that the societies 
of pre-columbian Mexico shared with our forebears a herit
age of map-making. To twentieth-century readers they may 
not at first look like maps but a diagram of place signs in 
the Minted manuscripts soon dispels such a view. Unfortu
nately, this pictorial symbolism was even less well 
understood by zealous priests of the sixteenth century who 
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were responsible for destroying many of them as works of 
the devil. 

Several of the illustrations used for the section The Way 
to the Indies are interpreted within the context of what 
helped to form the thinking of Columbus. The reconstruc
tion of the Toscanelli chart of c. 1481 and selected passages 
ofStrabo 's Geo graphia were extracted to support his notion 
that the way to the Indies lay across a narrow western ocean, 
a world picture made most explicit subsequently by the 
oldest globe to survive namely, that of Martin Behaim of 
1492. This closely-argued essay on what may at frrstappear 
to be a well-trodden path has much that is challenging if not 
in the use of new sources certainly in the conflation and 
interpretation of contemporary influences. 

Searching for an American Identity, the third section, 
deals with the way European map-makers were able to 
're-describe', please note, America in their own self-image 
by the process of naming places and recording them on 
maps often under the banner of Christianity. In naming his 
landfalls, for example, Columbus honoured seriatim his 
God, the Virgin Mary, the King Queen of Spain and the 
Royal Prince; cartography thus becoming the means where
by European values could be established on these far-flung 
shores. 

The maps chosen for the fmal section Colonial Carto
graphies develop the theme of the ways maps were used as 
tools of conquest and imperialism. To survey and map the 
land was a surrogate for ownership and the legitimization 
of that ownership. This was not an entirely one-sided 
process as maps of this era also documented the fall of 
former empires which also claimed ownership of the land. 
The Codex Xolotol, for example, portrays such an empire 
and its culture endeavouring through cartography to sur
vive. 

The title which includes the forceful word 'encounter' 
provides a key to the kind of interpretation which pervades 
much of the commentary on the chosen maps. Increasingly 
in recent years one has become aware that maps are being 
considered as documents with social, political and ideologi
cal dimensions. In the present case a persistent ethos to 
emerge is for these dimensions to be viewed against a 
background of a clash of cultures and an encounter in the 
true literal sense of that word, a meeting in conflict The 
opening words of the preface contrasts the 400th anniver
sary of 1892 and its Victorian glorification of epic events 
with the more sombre interpretation of 1992 where instead 
of a munificent European gift to the New World one docu
ments those ethnic groups who endeavoured to maintain 
their own livelihoods and cultures against overwhelming 
odds. The author admonishes the viewers of the exhibition 
and the readers of his text to regard maps as active instru
ments of power, as records of conflicting ideologies, of 
ethnic attitudes and stereotypes, of myths as much as of real 
geography. Harsh and emotive words are no strangers in 
this text One is forcibly reminded that European maps bear 
witness to the greatest genocide in human history, that 
millions of Indians were worked to death in the mines, that 
Christianity and its proselytization became the ultimate 
licence to press on with subjugation. Learned cosmogra-
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phers also played their part as truly as that of the conquis
tadors in the holocaust of the native peoples. Hard-hitting 
stuff from the pen of one so recently having exchanged a 
European homestead for that now less-distant land. The 
'encounter' has perhaps been fortunate in having as its 
author one whose psyche predisposes him to champion the 
cause of those deprived and dispossessed by the established 
whether of state, church or social class. 

For cartographers this voluine could be a welcome 
respite from techniques and technologies it being a good 
read with a broad cultural appeal and a thought-and-con
science-provoking interpretation of those far-reaching 
changes triggered by the events of 1492. 

William Ravenhill 

A LAKE TO THE SOUTH OF ITASCA: 
WILLARD GLAZIER AND THE 
MISSISSIPPI FIASCO, 1881-1891. 
Gary Brannon. Waterloo, Ontario: Escart Press, 
1990. 72 pp. soft cover. ISBN 0-9692383-2-0 

Lord Salisbury, reporting to the House of Lords on 
negotiations with Germany concerning a colonial boundary 
dispute in Africa, once said something to the effect that there 
was a little difference concerning a lake; adding that he was 
not sure whether there were one or two or indeed, whether 
there was a lake at all. More than eight thousand miles away 
and at about the same time, the Americans had a similar 
problem. It did not have international significance but was 
a matter of patriotic pride and a source of great controversy. 
Fifty years before, Henry Schoolcraft had discovered a lake 
that he believed to be the source of the Mississippi River. 
He was so sure that it was at the head of the nation's greatest 
river that he named it Itasca, from a contraction of the Latin 
words Veritas (truth) and Caput (head). In 1881, however, 
Willard Glazier claimed to have found the true source of the 
Mississippi in another lake to the south ofltasca. A popular 
writer about the Civil War and a self publicist who had 
ridden on horseback from Boston to San Francisco to mark 
the nation's centenary, he had become something of a folk 
hero. His claim, based on the ftrst two expeditions into the 
region, therefore received far more public attention than it 
deserved and was the cause of recurrent disputes during the 
next eleven years. Organisations involved included the 
Royal Geographical Society, the Minnesota Historical So
ciety and a number of eminent publishing fmns. Map 
houses, including Rand McNally and Company and W. and 
A. K. Johnston, Geographers and Engravers to the Queen, 
published maps incorporating Glazier's claims. In retro
spect, therefore, the issues involved constitute an 
interesting episode in the history of cartography. 

All this had long been forgotten when Gary Brannon 
rediscovered the literature. Now chief cartographer at the 
University of Waterloo, Ontario, and fonnerly at Queen 
Mary College, University of London, he has researched the 
events and debates, placed the episode in a wider context, 
recorded the story simply but effectively, chosen contem
porary engravings and maps to illustrate it and produced a 
delightful little book designed to recapture in appearance 
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the publishing fashions of the period. The author and the 
Escort Press (Environmental Studies Cartographic Centre, 
University of Waterloo) together deserve congratulations 
for recognizing this minor but interesting episode, for rec
ording it so readably and for publishing it, apparently in 
house, in a style so appropriate to the era. Readers who read 
it all may well be startled towards the end by turning the 
page to find two modern maps. Quite deliberately, they 
contrast so markedly with the rest of the book. 

One assumes that many of the book's readers will be 
residents of Minnesota and out-of-state visitors to what, one 
hundred years after the dispute, are now its northern vaca
tion lands. They may well laugh at the intensity of the 
dispute. LikeWise, they may well wonder to what extent 
Glazier's conception of the land hydrography was more a 
consequence of his inability to interpret infonnation re
ceived in map form from his Chippewa Indian guides than 
it was a product of his own experience. For the Lake Itasca 
region, at least, "Map to Illustrate Captain Willard Glazier's 
Voyage of Exploration to the Source of the Mississippi 
River ... ", as published in the Royal Geographical Society 
Proceedings in January 1885 and acknowledged to have 
been "drawn from delineations by his Indian Guide Che
No-Wa-Ce-Sic" has much in common with "An Indian 
Map" of eight years later as reproduced by Brannon on page 
31. Indians had their own traditions of map making. Con
servation of shape and scale, however, were not among 
these. Like many explores before, and not a few since, 
Glazier would have failed to appreciate this. The small Elk 
Lake, which certainly does exist and which feeds from the 
south into lake Itasca, is relatively large on the Indian map 
and has a position and shape identical with Lake Glazier on 
the Royal Geographical Society map. Brannon also ap
pears to have missed this important point 

G. Malcolm Lewis 

THE MAPS AND PRINTS OF PAOLO 
FORLANI. A DESCRIPTIVE BffiLIOG
RAPHY 
David Woodward. Chicago, The Newberry Library, 
1990; plates 21; 60 pages Bibliography. ISBN 091 
1028-43-9 Occasional Publication No. 4 of the Her
man Dunlap Smith Center for the History of 
Cartography 

At a time when art historians and dealers are having a 
high old time juggling attributions and prices of artists and 
associated artisans. it is a brave man who would attempt to 
create a body of knowledge about the work of a single map 
engraver on whom manuscript sources are nil! Forlani was 
a prolific engraver whose activity was characteristic of the 
Venetian trade in printed maps at its bight in the decade of 
the 1560's. Woodward describes 144 items only 80 of 
which were signed by Forlani, and he asks to be.taken on 
trust in this preliminary bibliography pending another work 
on plate ownership which he intends will clarify questions 
of attributing "authorship". His main purpose is to encour
age deletions, corrections and additions. To help others 
assist him in this task he has provided unusual pointers 
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gleaned from studying the paper of the prints, and the offset 
images on the verso of impressions. The collation of infor
mation from multiple copies will provide, for instance, 
watermark occurrences pointing to conclusions on associ
ations crucial to understanding the Venetian map trade of 
the period. 

Few studies of an individual map engraver's work have 
been approached in such bibliographic detail. It is to be 
hoped that Professor Woodward gets the feed-back that this 
meticulously constructed presentation merits. The detec
tive work reflected in the details recorded here will be of 
interest to any self-respecting map librarian. 

IanMumford 

JUAN PEREZ ON THE NORTHWEST 
COAST: SIX DOCUMENTS OF HIS 
EXPEDITION IN 1775 
Herbert K. Beals translator and annotator. Portland, 
Oregon: Oregon Historical Society Press, 1990. xxvii 
+ 270 pp. Hardback, US $24.95. ISBN 0-87595-189-
9. 
VOYAGES OF THE COLUMBIA TO THE 
NORTHWEST COAST 1787 • 1790 AND 
1790-1793 
Frederick W. How ay editor. Second Edition, Revised. 
Portland, Oregon: Oregon Historical Society Press, 
1990. xxvii + 518 pp. Hardback. US $40.00. ISBN 
0-87595-250-x. 

For a variety of reasons, a complete and balanced 
history of cartography will never be written, especially for 
the pre-survey em, when the information content of maps 
was not determined by committees, systematically sur
veyed in the field and represented by agreed sets of 
symbols. Map content was then determined by individual 
cartographers in their libraries and work rooms, sifting and 
selecting from whatever seemed pertinent in the informa
tion available to them in order to revise and supplement 
existing maps or, occasionally, to produce original mother 
maps. With few exceptions, information sources were not 
acknowledged, working collections of source materials 
have not survived and cartographers did not leave records 
of their information-sorting and -selecting procedures. In 
certain cases and to some extent, however, sources can be 
inferred and, once this has been done, their context can be 
checked against information on the map. Some of the 
source materials were themselves maps but far ore than has 
been generally recognized were in written form; logs, 
diaries, reports, narmtives etc. 

To what extent contributors to Brian Harley and David 
Woodward's ongoing and multi-volume global History of 
Cartography will focus on the information content of maps 
remains to be seen. Those who do will be indebted not only 
to manuscript sources, which in many cases are scattered 
and both difficult and expensive to consult, but to the 
published works of discovery and exploration~ not merely 
or even mainly to contemporary works but to the more 
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scholarly editions and compilations which have been pub
lished since. Paramount among these, of course, are the 
more than three hundred volumes published by the Halduyt 
Society during the last almost one hundred and fifty years. 
Historians of maps and mapping in particular parts of the 
world will be fortunate if they are served by a regional 
Halduyt-type series. These two beautifully produced vol
umes are the most recent (12 and 13 respectively) in just 
such a series; the 18 year old North Pacific Studies Series. 
All involved in their production deserve unreserved congra
tulations. The former giants among the historians of the 
region's cartography - Henry Wagner, Carl Wheat and 
Coolie Verner -would certainly have approved and, politics 
aside, applauded the role of the United States Government 
in supporting publication. 

G. Malcolm Lewis 

PROFESSIONAL PAPERS, CORRE
SPONDENCE, ETC., OF RALEIGH 
ASHLIN (PETER) SKELTON (1906 • 1970) 
arranged and described by Alberta Auringer Wood. St. 
John's, Newfoundland: Memorial University ofNew
foundland, 1989. 138 pp. : Port. ISBN 
0-88901-190-7. Paperback: $10.00 US or Cdn. 
(Available from: Map Library, Queen Elizabeth 11 
Library, Memorial University of Newfoundland, St. 
John's, Newfoundland, Canada A1B 3Y1). 

Peter Skelton's death in 1970 so soon after his retire
ment as Superintendent of the Map Room of the British 
Museum in 1967 left a great many of his projects on the 
history of cartography and discovery uncompleted. One 
such, the Ordnance Survey History, of which he was the 
f1rst editor, took another decade to achieve publication. 
That his involvement in such a major cooperative work is 
not reflected in this listing requires some explanation as to 
the selection of his papers which have emerged in Memo
rial's Center of Newfoundland Studies Archives. Skelton 
was due to teach for a term at Memorial in 1971, and it 
appears to have been assumed that his library would contain 
items of Newfoundland interest The collection purchased 
included numerous box ftles of papers which had been 
organised and listed after his death by his daughter Alexa 
Barrow. After lying unheeded for some years these papers 
were gradually worked on by Alberta Wood, the University 
Map Librarian. This indexed and cross-referenced listing 
has been produced in the hope that scholars and researchers 
might benefit from his insight into many topics. 

The material is freely available to inquirers. New
foundlanders may be disappointed at fmding only one entry 
under Newfoundland in the Index to the calendar listing of 
his papers, but others will fmd, if they are eclectic in their 
approach as well as lucky, those missing jigsaw fmgments 
required to fill out some incomplete piece of research. The 
descriptions given are often too geneml or too slight to be 
more than a tantalising hint of what might be there, but some 
are described in sufficient detail to raise the pulse rate in 
hope. 
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In 198S at the History of Cartography Conference in 
Ottawa Christopher Terrell gave the complex and conti
nuing history of the copper plates of the Atlantic Nepttme 
which the Hydrographic Department had caused to be 
presented to a number of institutions in the USA and Canada 
just after WW2. The idea had originated with George 
Stigant, sometime Chief Civil Hydrographic Officer, in 
1940 as perhaps an act of gratitude for the North American 
support for the British war effort at sea, but the contempor
ary papers had not survived in the Hydrographic Office, 
only some notes by the Curator covering later transactions. 
This listing, at ll/Y /1/4 records G.B. Stigant's 'Note on the 
British Present of the Des Barres Chart Plates', three pages 
of carbon copy typescript accompanied by two lists of the 
charts presented to the Governments of Canada and the 
USA. More pieces of the puzzle? 

Many topics Skelton was interested in are not reflected 
in this collection, perhaps because they were proper to his 
formal work for the Map Library or the Haldyt Society, or 
the Ordnance Survey after retirement. Some of the corre
spondence and notes obviously refer to his, and his 
predecessor Lynam's, work in the Museum, and hopefully 
more survives in the Map Library records. It is believed 
that Alexa Barrow is working on more of her father's 
papers. Finding aids such as this volume are rare and 
Alberta Wood is to be congratulated on her dedication and 
enterprise. 

IanMumford 
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