
MAP, ATLAS AND BOOK REVIEWS 

Edited by Terry Garfield 

ATLAS OF EARTH MYSTERIES 
Consultant Editor: Philip Whitfield ISBN 0-528-
83394-4. Chicago: Rand McNally. 1990. $39.95 9 x 
11.38". 240 pp 

"For most of us" runs the text of the Atlas, "there is 
commonsense science and there is mysterious science" 
(p18). The producers of this book have set out to cover 
aspects of that "mysterious scien~" ~hich coru:ern our 
world, its physical features and tts life. That IS ~ot a 
sttaightforward assignment, however, for we must begm by 
asking, "mysterious to whom?" The medieval Japanese (pp 
76-7) felt no sense of mystery about their earthquakes: they 
were sure that quakes were caused by a giant catfish, 
namazu. At the other extreme, the most sophisticated re
search has left us silent today before the mysteries of bird 
and marine migrations of pinpoint accuracy: how does a 
turtle swimming from Brazil manage to land on the very 
Ascension Island beach where it was born, 1400 miles away 
(p222)? It is probably therefore best to disregard the word 
"mysteries" in the Atlas's title, and to treat this as a set of 
studies of the splendours and hazards of our planet. Let it 
be said at once that, as befits anything bearing the name of 
Rand McNally, it is beautifully produced. The text is con
tributed by nine natural scientists, besides the consultant 
editor, Philip Whitfield. Some of the photographs are stun
ning (although some of the most stunning are not precisely 
located, more's the pity), and all seem to this reviewer fresh 
and unfamiliar. 

The text is divided into five sections, each containing 
seven or eight separate studies. The main headings chosen 
are: Cosmic connections, The unquiet earth, The weather 
machine, The face of the earth, and Living on the earth. As 
with his overall title, however, the editor has set himself a 
problem; in this case the problem of classifying the studies 
under these particular five heads. The study of Antarctica, 
"The icebound continent", for example, falls within the 
"unquiet earth" section, and that on the Sargasso Sea under 
"Living on the earth". Topics involving water are particu
larly widely scattered. Once again, the reviewer's advice 
must be: forget the arrangement; concentrate on the studies. 
Fortunately, it is possible to do this; there is an index. Each 
study occupies 4-6 pages and consists of text, diagrams, 
photographs and occasional maps. The text and diagrams 
offer explanations of the phenomena involved which are 
well within the grasp of the layman: in the same way, the 
study titles are designed to catch the eye of the passing 
citizen- "The silent killer lakes"; "Why did dinosaurs die?". 
The draughtsmanship of the diagrams is good and clear, and 
full use is made of satellite photography and image process
ing. Measurements are given in both metric terms and miles 
or feet, although there is an occasional error (e.g. p23) in 
the conversions. All of which leaves us with the question, 
common enough nowadays: is this an atlas? It is a corn-
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monplace observation that books of maps increasingly con
tain photographs and diagrams; yet there must surely come 
a point where the balance swings so far away fro'? the maps 
that the title Atlas is open to challenge. Studymg photo
graphs is one skill; interpreting maps is another. In the 
present volume, the maps form only a marginal component 
of the whole. There are world maps on the endpapers but 
they have no key, and no apparent role to play. Apart from 
the fact that we expect Rand McNally, after all these years 
in the business, to produce maps and atlases, should we ever 
have thought, when we picked up this handsome volume, 
that it was an atlas we held in our hands? 

J .H. Paterson 

CONNEMARA. PART 1: Introduction and 
Gazetteer. Part 2: a One-Inch Map. 
By Tim Robinson. Folding Landscapes, Roundstone, 
County Galway, Ireland, 1990. £IR12.00, by post 
£IR13.50. ISBN 0-9504002-5-4. 

Connemara lies west of Galway City and south of 
K.illary Harbour. It is a rocky land, penetrated from every 
direction by Atlantic sea-arms and by deep glacial valleys 
and their fresh water loughs. On clear days, every view is 
dominated by the spectacular and remote Twelve Bens. 
Populated country occurs in pockets around the coast. 
There is one small town, Clifden, and three other tiny 
clusterings of settlement at Letterfrack, Roundstone and 
Carraroe. Elsewhere settlement is wholly dispersed as it 
usually is in the Celtic west. Until the appearance of the 
present publication it was very difficult to find an up-to-date 
map of Connemara; while information about the meanings 
of its place-names was mostly hidden in obscure journal 
articles and out-of-print books. The need for this publica
tion has been urgent for some time and it is pleasing to report 
that it has turned out to be worth waiting for. 

The publication consists of a hand-drawn map of Con
nemara at the scale of 1:63360, based upon the Ordnance 
Survey; and a 150-page booklet which contains a fme essay 
on the evolution of the Connemara landscape and the re
gion's history followed by explanations of 450 place-names 
arranged parish by parish. Both are enclosed in a plastic 
folder, making them convenient for use out-of-doors. 

Intending users should be clear that this is not a hill
walkers' map. It gives only a very general indication of 
relief by hachuring. This is a map of inhabited Connemara, 
present and past. Detail in lowland areas is therefore very 
good and usually up-to-date, the product of fieldwork car
ried out mostly by bicycle over a number of years. 
Cultivable land is visually distinguished from the wilder
ness of rock and peat-bog by relative density of shading. 
Virtually every building is shown, as are all roads and 
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footpaths together with much archaeological information. 
Most ~f this has never before been published in a generally 
acc~ss1ble f?rm. The standard of draughtsmanship is good 
but msuffic1ent allowance was made for reduction before 
printing. The use of a magnifying glass is to be recom
mended for detailed interpretation of the map. 

. The .place-name gazetteer is a tteasury of fascinating 
mformabon. Connemara names record a pre-history in 
which people lived in the most intimate association with 
land, lough and the sea; an early history of clan feuds and 
religious conversions; a later history of landlords and ten
ants on large though poor estates; and modem times, in 
which Clifden was founded as a focus for commercial 
activity, minerals were fitfully dug and a railway was built 
to 'open up' this remote area (it failed to do so). The 
gazetteer commentaries are concise and clear; many are 
expanded into short historical essays. 

This publication is to be commended to all who are 
interested in the meanings of place-names; all who wish to 
understand more of the history of the Irish west; and all who 
contemplate a visit to Connemara. For them, it is essential 
background reading and an invaluable fieldwork compan
ion. 

Patrick Bailey 

THOMAS COOK RAIL MAP OF EUROPE 
1989-1990. 

Thomas Cook 1989. Peterborough: Thomas Cook Ltd 
ISBN 0-906273-37-4 Price £2.75 

This is the fifth and latest edition in what has become 
a biannual publication since the first production in 1981. It 
is the work of the well-known Thomas Cook European 
Timetable in collaboration with the Thomas Cook Editor of 
Maps and Guides. The main map measures 32 x 25 inches 
and deals with the whole of Europe from Portugal to Odessa 
and from Helsinki to the Mediterranean at a scale of about 
85 miles to an inch. Indeed the main map extends to North 
Africa and parts of the Middle East, but only Israel and 
Lebanon are shown in their entirety. Western parts of the 
Soviet Union are shown in an inset (but at the same scale 
as the main map) while northern Scandinavia forms another 
inset at a smaller scale of 140 miles to an inch. The other 
side of the sheet is made up of enlargements of four areas: 
the Channel ports and their links with the Rhineland; Swit
zerland and North Italy; Austria and South Germany; and a 
large part of Central Europe covering parts of Austria, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary. There are enlargements of 
smaller areas (Barcelona-Costa Brava and Bilbao-San Se
bastian) but most of the rest of the sheet consists of diagrams 
of rail networks in the main cities, mainly the capital cities 
(though the former Federal Republic of Germany is repre
sented by Hamburg and Munich; Netherlands by 
Amsterdam and Switzerland by Basel and Geneva) along 
with several provincial cities (Antwerp, Dresden, Genoa, 
Leipzig, Lyon, Marseilles, Napes, Seville and Venice). 

The map cover gives a lot of detailed information on 
new lines and electrification projects. The map provides a 
great fund of information and is quite clear to read despite 
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the fact that colour is used sparingly: just a limited use of 
red to supplement the black line work against a background 
of buff for land and blue for sea. Railways are shown 
according to their status (main line or other) but lines which 
are electrified, built to a narrow gauge (or using rack or 
cable systems) or under construction are also shown. Ref
erence is also made to train-ferry and other shipping 
services, scenic railway lines, museums, international air
ports and frontiers. The map is quite comprehensive but the 
existence of a separate publication for the British Isles leads 
to a rather curious decision to show only a selection of lines 
for the UK. and the Irish Republic. It is quite unnecessary 
to leave out any lines at all but the map producers fail to 
exercise any discrimination and for example show the In
verness-Kyle ofLochalsh line but not the lines to Aberdeen 
and Wick/Thurso. In Ireland the Athlone-Westport line is 
missed and the Tralee line is truncated at Killamey! By and 
large the map is accurate but distortion appears quite need
lessly in some areas where for example the stations of Galati 
in Romania andReni in the Soviet Union are shown as being 
almost 25 miles apart whereas in fact they are on adjacent 
sides of the frontier between the two countries. The insets 
on the reverse side do not have scales, although there 
appears to be a range between 20 and 30 miles to the inch. 
Furthermore the urban diagrams appear in a rather illogical 
sequence and vary a great deal in the extent of each city 
region covered. So, while the map is already proving to be 
extremely useful, there are a few improvements that could 
be made without affecting the necessarily economical mode 
of production. 

David Turnock 

WORLD MAPPING TODAY 
R.B. Barry and C.R. Perkins 297 x 210 mm 592 pages 
ButteiWorths 1987 £125.00 

It is now almost three years since the publication date 
of World Mapping Today and the inevitable question is
why review it now? But in fact, it is quite appropriate to do 
so for it is a book that has to be used to appreciate it's worth 
and a lapse of three years has enabled this reviewer to 
appreciate its true value. 

Without a doubt it is an essential reference work for 
every map library and in particular where the curator may 
be new to the position, or in general libraries where there is 
no map specialisation but it is necessary to be able to 
provide specific map information when the need arises. 

Until now people who have had to have map informa
tion to hand, i.e. their availability and sources, have had to 
rely on International Maps and Atlases in Print, K. Winch, 
Bowker, 2nd edition 1976; Modern Maps and Altases, 
Muriel Lock, Clive Bingley, 1965 and, the much called 
upon Geo Katalog 1/, 1977, ongoing, GeoCenter, Stuttgart. 
The first volume was received with open arms and much 
enthusiasm for at the time of publication it was the only 
attempted world coverage of maps and their availability in 
country-by-country listing and accompanying index maps 
in the English language but, like every book of this type, it 
quickly became outdated; the second was the first compila-
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tion to bring together detailed information on the variety of 
maps available worldwide with in-depth discussion of the
matic and other specialisations in various countries; the 
third is undoubtedly the best work of its kind currently 
available - an ongoing listing of the majority of printed 
maps available in the world, regularly updated and in useful 
loose-leaf format. However, it creates problems for many 
users as it is printed in the German language only and, as 
GeoCenter is a map sales house, full details of publishers 
are not quoted; consequently a certain amount of detective 
work is needed if you want to follow up information on a 
particular map without purchasing if from GeoCenter. 
( Geo Katalog I is their other hard bound annual publication 
containing full details of tourist and commercial mapping.) 

World Mapping Today lists maps that are currently 
available during the years leading up to publication, but 
more importantly it provides all the addresses for the major 
surveys, cartographic houses and thematic and other map 
publishers throughout the world - from this point of view it 
is indispensable. 

It is a heavy, large format volume (and it really needs 
to be with the high sales price, no doubt dictated by a 
relatively short print run) with 592 pages. The frrst 55 pages 
consist of an introduction followed up by 6 introductory 
chapters covering the state of world mapping, acquisition 
and map evaluation, remote sensing and mapping, digital 
mapping and future trends in this new technology. The 
~eviewer .has ~ criticism of these later chapters being 
mcluded m thts work but, e.g. from the point of view of an 
"overall map book" in a library that does not specialise in 
maps, I think they are useful and relevant. Those who have 
bee~ involved with maps and map libraries for many years 
realise only too well the pitfalls in map acquisition. Many 
things can arise to prove obstacles when trying to obtain 
maps from abroad, especially if they are needed in a hurry; 
even today you can run into trouble from countries where 
you normally wouldn't expect it - the uncertainty of a reply 
(when sometimes you receive such a quick respt>nse that 
you cannot believe it) - will the maps be forthc01aing after 
the money is sent? etc., etc. It all adds spice to the life of 
the map librarian (although it may be spice un ;mted at 
times!). All these pitfalls are pointed out or h;• 1t in the 
chapter on acquisition, forming a very useful ~: •&pter in
deed. 

The country-by-country listing of the availability of 
World Mapping take up over 500 pages and so they rightly 
should. A typical country listing is in five parts consisting 
of descriptions of the principal mapping agencies and their 
pr~ucts, additional information on publishers' catalogues, 
wtth references to texts and papers giving more detailed 
information on specific topics, a directory of publishers' 
addresses (government, commercial and private organisa
tions), current maps in print and, finally, graphic indexes of 
the main map series. One should note that this volume as 
a whole emphasises the current state of map availability 
although historical information is sometimes given where 
it is deemed to be important. 

An essential part of this volume are the 91 graphic 
indexes of the main map series for each country. These 

SUC BULLETIN Vol24 No 2 

have all been compiled and redrawn from source material 
by the Cartographic Unit in the Geography Department, 
Portsmouth Polytechnic, and, as one has come to expect as 
an SUC member with knowledge of this unit, they are 
exemplary, extremely clear and concise and ideal for repro
duction for use in the map library to show the state of 
holdings in the various map series. 

Finally, there is a short glossary of mapping terms 
followed by a Geographical and then a Publishers' Index. 

All in all a frrst rate reference work produced to a very 
high standard and most attractive in appearance, with red 
and white lettering plus white graphic index on a dark blue 
background, presenting an eye-catching cover. 

Is it too heavy for the binding? - will it stand up to 
continuous use? - these are other comments I have seen 
expressed: time alone will tell, certainly at Leicester it has 
stood up satisfactorily so far and has been indispensable in 
the map library. 

Both authors with their Geographical Map Library 
backgrounds are to be commended for their efforts in pro
viding a timely and long-awaited addition to the map library 
literature. I understand that there may be a limited reprint; 
if so, and if you do not possess a copy, I urge you to make 
sacrifices to purchase one. It will pay for itself over the over 
again in providing instant information at the map library 
counter and will save many hours of tedious reference work. 

T. Garfield 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF 
PRINT AND MAP SELLERS 
1st edition 1987. Europa Publications, London. 
£21.00 

Sheppards International Directory attempts to list all of 
the map and print dealers throughout the world in various 
categories according to their special interests; the most 
useful section lists all dealers in alphabetical order with 
their addresses and telephone numbers. 

A concise and factual "overview" of the international 
nature of the antiquarian map trade is given by Jonathan 
Potter, the well known London dealer, and an additional 
appreciation of the International print trade is provided by 
William R. Vitzburg of New York. 

The Directory also lists some useful reference books, 
currently available, covering various topics concerning 
early maps and prints, their history and development. De
fmition of certain terms relating to the stocks held by 
various dealers is also very helpful e.g. 'Small' refers to 
1000-5000 items, 'Medium' 5000- 10,000, 'Large' 10,000 
-20,000 and 'Very Large' denotes stocks in excess of20,000 
items. 

This publication would be a useful if not essential 
addition to the reference shelves of map curators, collectors 
and anyone else with an interest in seeking out the availa
bility of the best antiquarian maps throughout the world. I 
shall certainly keep a copy amongst my reference books. 

A. Carson Clark 
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MAPS IN BRITISH PERIODICALS. PART 
1: MAJOR MONTHLIES BEFORE 1800 
David C. Jolly compiler. Brooldine, Massachusetts: 
David C. Jolly, 1990. 256 pp hardback. ISBN 0-
911775-51-X. US $35.00. and 

MAPS IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY 
BRITISH MAGAZINES: A CHECKLIST. 
Christopher M. Klein. Chicago: The Newberry Li
brary, 1989. 72pppaperback. ISBN0-911028-41-2. 
US$8.00. 

Very occasionally, works on identical topics are pub
lished virtually simultaneously. Jolly's and Klein's 
reference works are such a pair. Although the compilation 
for Klein's checklist was done in 1970, publication was 
delayed for almost 20 years and Jolly did not know of it 
until "the fmal touches were being put" to his own guide. 
Hence, Jolly had no influence on Klein. Apart from a 
one-page "Comparison" of his guide with the checklist, 
Jolly's only indebtedness to Klein is for very minor modi
fications to nine of his almost 1100 entries. A comparative 
review would, therefore, seem appropriate. 

Both works describe maps published in five eight
eenth-century British magazines: Gentleman's Magazine, 
London Magazine, Political Magazine. Scots Magazine and 
Universal Magazine. Both organise the descriptions chro
nologically by magazine. Furthermore, both contain 
important introductory material and indexes. The maps and 
plans described are of regions, countries and places 
throughout the world; though with a bias toward~ the British 
Isles and North America Some are woodcuts but most are 
engravings; many of the latter by cartographers as well 
known as E. and T. Bowen, T. Jefferys, T. Kitchen and J. 
Lodge. 

How do the two reference works compare? Klein 's 
working defmition of map was narrower than Jolly's, tend
ing to exclude plans of sea battles perspective plans and 
typeset plans. Hence, he describes only 955 items as 
against Jolly's 1092. Klein's carto-bibliographic descrip
tions are briefer than Jolly's. In particular they do not 
include details concerning binder's instructions, informa
tion printed outside the map frame and references to works 
cited or consulted. Klein's introductory material is re
stricted to a preface about the magazines and the role of 
maps therein plus six graphs of map frequency by year. In 
contrast, Jolly's frrst 41 pages contain a valuable mix of 
easy-to-use indexed and tabulated material on engravers, 
map frequencies by year and magazine, references cited or 
consulted, bibliographical information etc. Klein has one 
combined subject-author-title index. In contrast, Jolly has 
five separate indexes to references cited, engravers, per
sonal names, geographical regions and titles. Regrettably, 
neither work seems to indicate systematically the contexts 
in which the maps were published. Although some were 
free standing, others were linked to articles or correspond
ence. Although more than four times as expensive, Jolly's 
guide is undoubtedly the more comprehensive, detailed and 
easier to use. It is a successor to the author's Maps of 
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America in Periodicals before 1800 (1989); "With which, 
inevitably, there is slight overlap. Furthermore, a sequel is 
promised; Maps in British Periodicals: Part 1/, covering 
the remaining eighteenth-century periodicals. As both 
compiler and publisher, David Jolly deserves congratula
tions for providing easy and authoritative access to the 
hitherto little-known cartographic content of early English
language periodicals. Unfortunately, he will also have done 
a disservice if his guide leads to further cannibalization of 
rare volumes in order to satisfy the desires of those who 
discover what they then seek to possess; be it a 1758 plan 
of Milford Haven or a 1781 map of Minorca. 

G. Malcolm Lewis 

THE ORDNANCE SURVEY GAZETTEER 
OF GREAT BRITAIN 
Macmillan 1987. £50.00 

Until the publication of this Macmillan Reference 
Book the customary O.S. gazetteer in use was "Gazetteer 
of Great Britain", a slender book, giving the National Grid 
references to all features named on the 17 sheets of the O.S. 
Quarter-inch map, and the comparison in size with the 
review publication has to be seen to be believed; the latter 
is 297mm x 210mm and with 824 pages is almost 45mm 
thick. It contains some quarter of a million names (i.e.) all 
the names on the 1/50,000 Landranger series. 

A foreword entitled "The Joy of Maps" leads on to an 
introductory section with a graphic index of the 204 sheets 
in the Landranger Map Series and a list of sheet numbers 
and their names. This is followed by "How to Use the 
Gazetteer" giving the detailed structure of each name entry 
which comprises six features: 

1. the distinctive place or feature name 

2. the coWltry name (sometimes abbreviated) in which the 
place or feature lies 

3. the National Grid reference of two letters and four 
figures 

4. the latitude and longitude 

5. the feature code: A= Antiquity (non-Roman); F = 
Forest or other wooded area; H = Hill; R = Antiquity 
(Roman); T = City, Town or Village, etc; W = Water Fea
ture (i.e.) river, lake, etc; X= All other features. 

6. sheet ~umber or numbers of the Landranger map or 
maps on which the named place or feature appears (may be 
on more than one sheet due to maps overlapping). 

The Ordnance Survey National Grid Reference System 
is explained followed in the same way by Latitude and 
Longitude; this section is amplified by some clear and 
concise diagrams and sections of maps. Then follow 808 
pages of gazetteer entries, three columns to a page, approxi
mately 110 names per column (i.e.) approximately 330 
entries per page. Columns are subdivided across the page 
into ten sections; this breaks up the visual mass of informa
tion and facilitates searching for a particular name. 

The sheer scale of the task of compilation is to be 
admired and it is an excellent gazetteer with the detailed 
entry information much enhanced by the inclusion of lati
tude and longitude. This magnitude, however, placed 
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restrictions on typesize, which of necessity has to be small, 
to accommodate the large number of entries. It is com
parable to 6pt condensed and will not be easily read by 
many people, in fact a magnifier may be more or less 
obligatory. 

It is not a book for browsing in although it is always 
interesting to see the variety and complexity of names that 
appear and how many times the same names occur 
throughout the country. It may not have the aura of the 
much-loved earlier Bartholomew's Gazetteer which could 
whisk you away to a place in the mind's eye; where, for 
example an entry for Holme Hale read: 

Holrne Hale par. and vil. with ry. sta. L.N.E., N. Norfolk, 
5m ESE of Swaffham; Par. 2642ac., pop. 343; P.O. In vi
cinity is the seat of Holrne H. Hall 

and an entry in the gazetteer under review reads: 
Holrne Hale NORF TF8807 5237 .9' 047 .lET 144. 

It is a large volume weighing 2kg and is very well 
bound but will it withstand the frequent use that it is certain 
to get; only time will tell. This publication will, however, 
be welcomed enthusiastically by map librarians (and 
general libraries) as it fulfils a long-standing need. Al
though expensive it is an essential reference book and 
certainly ought to be available in all map libraries and 
reference libraries. 

Note: A second edition of this gazetteer was published 
in 1989, price £75.00; this is a new, updated edition, and 
extensive corrections have been made. 

T. Garfield 

HOW TO LIE WITH MAPS 
By Mark Monmonier, Chicago, London: University 
of Chicago Press, 1991, pp.176. ISBN0-226-53415-4. 
£10.25 paperback. 

To reduce the infinitely detailed three-dimensional 
world to a plane scale model, it is impossible to tell the 
whole truth. A map is necessarily a collection of benign 
falsehoods, such as manipulated meridians and simplified 
coastlines. Added to these, a map may contain errors that 
arise because of the cartographer's unawareness of lying to 
him or herself, and it may also contain deliberate lies. In 
How to Ue with Maps, Marlc Monmonier stresses that 
whilst maps must be "white lies" they may become real lies, 
and he also emphasises that any map is only one of many 
that might be produced for the same situation or from the 
same data. Monmonier's aim is to educate the reader into 
an attitude of healthy scepticism towards maps, and this is 
why his book is so useful. 

The first couple of chapters introduce the subject, 
assuming little or no prior knowledge on the part of the 
reader. The elements of the map are explained from first 
principles, including scale, map projections and map sym
bols, with illustrated descriptions of how they may become 
sources of distortion. 

The following two chapters deal with types of distor
tion. Firstly, Monmonier explains why generalisation is 
unavoidable. He shows that any map's value depends on 
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the quality of generalisation of its geometry and content, 
and he also touches on the intuition and ethics involved. 
Secondly, the results of mapmakers' ignorance or oversight 
are highlighted in "Blunders that Mislead". Entertaining 
anecdotes augment a journey through cartographic care
lessness, deliberate blunders, distorted greytones, and 
temporal inconsistency. 

The middle section of the book examines cases of 
deliberate distortion, both in a positive direction to persuade 
and in a negative direction to conceal. Chapter 5 discusses 
the ways in which advertising maps are distorted so that 
they become marketing tools to seduce the consumer. It is 
liberally spiced with hypothetical examples (advertisers 
objected to the use of real-life instances): transport ads in 
which the map exaggerates the quality of the service (and 
in which overdone distortion may create a graphic pun); ad 
maps touting certain locations; and promotional maps 
which equated the prevalence of an enterprise with success 
and quality. What Monmonier describes as the "contrived 
levity" of his examples in no way detracts from their expo
sitory quality, but rather adds to the liveliness of the 
discussion. Chapter 6 examines the role which manipula
tion (especially exaggeration and suppression) can play in 
maps prepared for planning purposes, and it includes a 
humorous and incisive list of Eleven Rules for Polishing the 
Cartographic Image. 

"Maps for Political Propaganda" continues the theme 
of maps as tools of persuasion, presenting them as symbols 
of power and national unity, and showing how map projec
tions can play an important role in manipulating a country's 
relative area and importance. Maps used for propaganda, 
as with all persuasive maps, may emphasise supporting 
features and suppress contradictory information. They also 
exploit what Monmonier calls "cartographic assault wea
pons"; arrows, circles, place-names, and symbols such as 
bombs. Particular attention is given to the example of Nazi 
propaganda maps, which were used as intellectual weapons 
in the attempt to justify German expansion before WW2 
and to keep America neutral. Military and political carto
graphy is also at the centre of chapter 8, in which 
Monmonier investigates the role of maps in defence and 
disinformation. He discusses governmental cartographic 
security and Soviet mapping during the Cold War, and 
develops the theme of deliberately falsified maps. 

The last part of the book is devoted to two special cases 
of cartographic opportunity: data maps and the use of 
colour. Chapter 9 is a study of how data maps made from 
quantitative statistics can lie, through deliberate distortion 
or self-deception. This section of the book includes a 
detailed examination of the effects of areal aggregation and 
data classification on mapped patterns, accompanied by 
hypothetical examples, and repays close attention. It in
cludes examples of how a single set of numerical data can 
yield dissimilar maps. Monmonier warns that cartographic 
self-deception is often the.result of the easy accessibility of 
map authorship currently available through "user-friendly" 
mapping software. He is scathing in his dismissal of "the 
ill-conceived charts of hacker-cartographers", but also cau
tions the reader to beware of statistical maps which have · 
been deliberately contrived to promote the interests of 
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propagandists. 

. Chapter 10 explores an area of pitfalls which hardly 
eXIsted before recent technological advances in communi
cations; the use of colour on maps. Monmonier explains 
the nature of colour, and our psychological reaction to it. 
Building on this, he shows how the map user can be con
fused or misled by the cartographer, through a colour choice 
which is either uneducated or deliberately deceptive. 

Although it is not a standard textbook or handbook, 
How to Lie with Maps is nonetheless a very instructive 
overview in one highly readable volume. It varies in style 
from the lighthearted humour of "Maps that Advertise" to 
the intensity of "Data Maps", and the text is supported 
throughout by examples, anecdotes and illustrations. Many 
of the topics have already been covered in other publica
tions, but never before in one book, and each is an 
indispensable part of this study of the use and misuse of 
maps. To read it straight through cannot fail to hone the 
critical skill of map makers and users alike. 

Virginia Chipperfield 

COUNTY ATLASES OF THE BRITISH 
ISLES PUBLISHED AFfER 1703 A BIBLI
OGRAPHY COMPILED BY DONALD 
HODSON. 
Volume 11. Donald Hodson. Welwyn. Tewin Press. 
1989. 193pp. £25.00 

Donald Hodson takes his carto-bibliographies of the 
county atlases of the British Isles published after 1703 a step 
further with Volume 11, which covers atlases published 
between 1743 and 1763, together with any subsequent 
editions of the atlases having publication dates beyond 
1763. Volume 11 closely follows the pattern established in 
its predecessor published in 1984 and continues an on
going series designed to carry on the work of Dr R. A 
Skelton whose important carto-bibliography of county at
lases published between 1579 and 1703 set new standards 
of detailed carto-bibliographical presentation. No finer 
successor could have been found to carry on Skelton 's work 
than Donald Hodson and, as in Volume I, one never ceases 
to marvel at the depth of his researches, the clarity and 
logicality of the arrangement and on the extraordinary 
interest of material which, to anyone not in the know, might 
seem to lack any wide appeal. 

Hodson's modus operandi follows that of Volume I 
with entries arranged in chronological order of the first 
appearance of an atlas with any subsequent issues following 
chronologically immediately after first entry. The follow
ing information is provided for each entry (i) full title of the 
atlas with a list of examples consulted (ii) a detailed descrip
tion of the atlas and its contents (iii) a comprehensive and 
often fascinating account of the work's publication history 
based on a thorough analysis of map and atlas advertise
ments in contemporary newspapers, sales catalogues and 
wills. This third section, which is clearly the fruit of ex
haustive research, provides valuable insights into the 
workings of the London map trade and its personalities. 
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The twenty years under investigation were dominated 
to some extent by Emanuel Bowen and Thomas Kit.chin 
particularly in their production of the fine Large English 
Atlas of which Hodson provides the first important study. 
~ther atlases discussed in the main body of the bibliography 
mclude the products of such familiar figures as the calli
grapher George Bickham of the strange bird's eye views; 
Thomas Jefferys and the important Huguenot mapmaker, 
John Rocque. Less well-known personalities such as John 
Cowley, Thomas Read and John Gibson were also active 
during the twenty-year period and receive their due share 
of attention. 

There are three appendices. Appendix I is composed 
of a list of abortive schemes and incomplete sets of county 
maps; Appendix 11 features a chronological list of county 
atlases with their catalogue numbers from Hodson along
side the appropriate entry number in Thomas Chubb's The 
printed maps in the atlases of Great Britain and Ireland 
1579-1870: in Appendix Ill Hodson provides an interesting 
business history of the important printseller, Robert Sayer, 
together with an account of his predecessors and successors 
from Philip Overton to Robert Laurie. 

Once again Donald Hodson has made an outstanding 
contribution to carto-bibliography and to the study of Brit
ish county atlases. His work is a must for map curators, 
collectors, map dealers, archivists and for everyone having 
an interest in early cartography. 

A.G. Hodgkiss 

GLIMPSES OF HISTORY FROM OLD 
MAPS: A COLLECTOR'S VIEW 
Jonathan T. Lanman. Tring. Map Collector Publica
tions Ltd. 1989. 102pp. ISBN 0-906430-10-0 £45.00. 

In his introduction to the book Waiter Ristow remarks 
that many members of the medical profession 'fmd map 
collecting and the study of cartographic history delightful 
and consuming hobbies'. Dr Lanman, the author of this 
original and absorbing book, was one such physician who 
began collecting early maps in his undergraduate days at 
Yale and gradually built up an impressive and important 
collection. At the same time he was not content just to enjoy 
his maps as decorative objects but spent much time search
ing for all the information he could find about them. He 
became a founder of the Washington Map Society and the 
editor of its journal, The Portolan. In Glimpses of History 
from Old Maps we see some of the fruits of the author's 
researches in a wide-ranging series of unrelated short es
says, each of which is capable of standing alone. The main 
thesis is that maps have considerable use in furthering the 
understanding of earlier cultures. 

Dr Lanman 's keen interest in the Far East is revealed 
in the choice of subject for the first three essays - frrstly, an 
interesting exposition on the meanings of the word 'Cathay' 
and its application on early maps; secondly, we find less 
direct reference to early maps in an essay on the Silk Road 
from China to Europe; thirdly, Dr Lanman discusses 
Chinese maritime charts and their use in Chinese expedi-
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tions to the African coasts and to Jiddah. In the next essay 
which is concerned with the work of Ptolmy there is an 
interesting reference to a less familiar use of maps - the 
Mecca map or Qibla indicator which is designed to deter
mine the direction of Mecca from any place in the Muslim 
world and is used when building a mosque to show the 
orientation of the wall in which the mihrab niche is placed, 
the niche indicating the correct direction for prayer. 

The role of theology in mapmaking dominates the next 
three essays. The first of these themes is 'The Virgin and 
the Crescent Moon' taken from an illustration on a portolan 
chart of 1559 - examples of this theme were widespread in 
the art of the Catholic church. T-0 maps were of course 
prime examples of maps being used to demonstrate Chris
tian doctrines, the T of the design being the Greek tau an 
ancient form of the cross and for some time an important 
Christian symbol. Next the author gives us a fairly straight
forward exposition of the symbolism of the Hereford Map, 
in itself a modified T-0 map which is a veritable pictorial 
encyclopedia of the theology of its day. After a longer essay 
dealing with portolan charts the author returns to the Far 
East showing how Columbus and his contemporaries be
lieved they had reached their goal of the Far East by sailing 
westwards and how, as a consequence, the first maps of the 
newly-discovered lands bore a number of Asian names. A 
1987 exhibition to Siileyman the Magnificent at the Na
tional Gallery of Art in Washington inspired the tenth essay 
as it provided a unique opportunity for cartophiles in the 
United States to see the world map of 1513 prepared by the 
Turkish admiral, Piri Re'is, a naval officer who, as the 
foremost exponent of Ottoman marine cartography, pro
duced a naval guide to the Mediterranean which compared 
favourably with the Italian portolani. As a medical man 
with an interest in seafaring and discovery Dr Lanman was 
particularly concerned with the hardships of early seafarers 
and in his eleventh essay he considers health at sea on the 
long ocean voyages of the 16th to 18th centuries when 
~seases such as malaria, yellow fever, typhus and espe
cially scurvy were rife due to inadequate provision for 
human needs on the ships of the time. 

Following this excursion into medical geography we 
have a brief look at the Pillars of Hercules and are then 
introduced to an interesting Japanese 19th century woodcut 
map showing the peoples and countries of the world. Each 
of the seventy- six countries shown is depicted as an island 
- twenty-nine countries can be identified, seventeen are 
unidentifiable though possibly real, the remainder are im
aginary and, in a similar manner to the Hereford Map of 
centuries earlier, are populated by mythical and monstrous 
beings. The final essay treads more familiar ground with a 
discourse on the different types and uses of the remarkable 
stick charts of the Marshall Islanders. 

There are thirty-eight illustrations in monochrome and 
eight pages of well-reproduced colour illustrations. The 
sweeping range of the subject material demonstrates how 
much a collector who looks beyond the surface ornamenta
tion can quarry from his maps if he is prepared to give his 
time to diligent research. To those of us who enjoy early 
maps for their content as well as their charm Dr Lanman's 
enthusiasm and his well-written, often faseinating, text 
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should prove a source of interest and stimulation and may 
throw some new light on to familiar items. How sad, then, 
to learn that the doctor's own health failed and he did not 
live to see the publication of his book. As a consequence 
his manuscript had to be edited by Valerie Scott who clearly 
did a splendid job - the book is remarkably free of typo
graphical and other errors - they only significant slip I 
noticed is in the caption to Map 2 on page 12 where it should 
read that 'Part of the Great Wall. .. extended 400 miles west 
from the Jade Gate' and not '400 yards'. I very much 
enjoyed Dr Lanman's book and my only quibble would be 
that the price of £45 seems high for such a slim volume even 
in these expensive times. 

A.G. Hodgkiss 

STREET NAMES OF LONDON 
By Gillian Bebbington. B.T. Batsford Ltd., London. 
1972. First paperback edition 1988. 372 pp, 8 pp. 
plates, 8 pp street maps. £9.95. 

This paperback edition makes a valuable London clas
sic accessible to a wider readership. It is to be strongly 
recommended as an essential work of reference. London is 
history on the ground, recorded in bricks and mortar, street 
patterns and street names. The writer gives us an authori
tative and full explanation of the latter. The study of street 
names is a somewhat neglected aspect of urban studies. In 
fact, street names can often tell us why streets were laid out 
as they were; who was responsible for laying them out; and 
what kinds of people lived along them. The street name can 
be as much of an historical document as a manuscript or a 
printed page. 

The area covered by this survey is that of the City and 
its fringes. It ranges west to Chelsea, north to Highgate and 
Hampstead and east to Liverpool Street and it includes the 
area of ancient development on the South Bank between 
Waterloo and Tower Bridges. Street maps of this area are 
included near the end of the book. The text falls into two 
main sections. First comes an admirably clear essay on the 
development of London street names; in effect, this is also 
a short history of London itself. Then follows the main 
body of the book, 339 pages of street name commentaries, 
arranged alphabetically. They begin with Abbey Orchard 
Street, commemorating a medieval monastic garden; and 
end with Zoar Street, named after a Baptist chapel built in 
1687. In between is a veritable Aladdin 's Cave of fascinat
ing information about the people who built, owned, lived 
and worked in London. The scholarship is formidable but 
highly readable. 

The best way to start using this book is to select a route 
through London, preferably a familiar one, and see what 
extra information street names can give about it. For in
stance one may fmd a name which draws attention to a 
hidden physical feature, such as a long-piped tributary of 
the Thames; or another which records the position of an 
Elizabethan magnate's town house. Yet another may indi
cate the site of an ancient inn. Groups of names may reveal 
where lay the boundaries between great estates and help to 
explain otherwise inexplicable non-connections in the mod-
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em street plan. There may be names which tell of the trades 
once practised in certain streets, names which commem
orate political and military figures from the periods of 
London's growth. All readers will have their own favourite 
parts of London and they will discover endless interest in 
fmding out what this book has to say about them. 

Two points require improvement in a future edition. 
The maps should be given a scale; and the plates should 
either be printed clearly or missed out altogether. As they 
are they add nothing useful to a generally excellent book. 

Patrick Bailey 

THE DOLOMITES OF ITALY 
James and Anne Goldsmith 150mm x 253mm, paper
back, ISBN 88-85080-05-7. pp. 276 Adam & Charles 
Black, London, 1989, £12.95 

This is a complete summer and winter guide to an area 
of breathtaking scenery and contains in its 276 pages a 
wealth of information. The Dolomites are split into five 
areas and these are treated separately on a Summer and 
Winter basis. 

A 37-page introductory section termed "About the 
Dolomites" presents a splendid background to the area 
including such aspects as Geology, Geography, Economy, 
Village Life, etc., and an enthralling section on World War 
I describing the prolonged and bitter fighting that took place 
in such awesome but inhospitable surroundings. As in other 
parts of the world that have seen terrible-conflicts it is quite 
a sobering experience to come across relics of these battles 
whilst enjoying the outdoor life and marvellous scenery that 
these particular mountains have to offer. 

The two main sections are tenned "The Dolomites in 
Summer" (111 pages) followed by "The Dolomites in 
Winter" (77 pages). For both sections the region is divided 
into the same five districts - Northwest, Southwest. North
east, Southeast and West Each seasonal section starts with 
general information (e.g.) mountain climbing, maps and 
trail markings, tips on clothing, skiing, ski circuits and tips 
for skiers. The five districts are highlighted on a location 
map and this is then enlarged to show.the specific district 
in relation to its surrounding area followed by a more 
detailed and larger scale map on which the numbered walks 
are shown. Instructions for each walk are clearly set out in 
the text and the degree of difficulty is indicated; there are 
comparable details for skiing in the 'Winter' section. 

There are 29 map-diagrams (the tenn used in the book) 
throughout. ranging in size from a double page spread to a 
square single column format (on some pages there is a two 
column text layout). The maps are simple but clear black 
and white linework and lettering with walking routes in red, 
and on the Winter maps ski areas are shown by a solid blue 
tone. On some of these the quality of linework and place
ment of names are not particularly good but they are easily 
read and understood and form a very important part of this 
guide. There are 173 colour photographs and the reproduc
tion is excellent -lovers of these exciting mountains will all 
have their particular favourites but for this reviewer 'Selva 
and Santa Cristina' with a sky reminiscent of a Berann 
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Panorama brought back memories of a wonderful camping 
holiday many years ago. In addition to the map-diagrams 
and photographs the guide is further enhanced by some 20 
black and white sketches (some of which appear to be based 
on photographs). These excellent line illustrations cover a 
range of topics and the landfonn examples show the rock 
sttucture very clearly as in "The Tre Cime de Lavaredo". 

The text is attractively presented and the whole book 
is a model of clarity providing continual interest for the 
reader. Printed on good quality paper with limp but sturdy 
covers, the guide is 175mm thick and being quite heavy for 
its size, is a little cumbersome for the pocket and would no 
doubt have tO be carried in a rucksack. 

The American authors have collaborated with three 
Italian friends and the book is printed in Italy and published 
in the USA and UK; international cooperation that has 
produced a really high quality publication. If you have 
never been to the Dolomites this comprehensive guide will 
surely give you the urge to go. 

T. Garfield 

SPACESHIP EARTH 
Nige1 Calder. London: Viking. 1991. 208 pages, 
numerous photographs and satellite images. Hard
back. £17.99. ISBN 0-670-83628-1. 

It had to happen sooner or later! Images of the earth 
from space have been a source of fascination to us for 
several decades and now they have a starring role in their 
own television mini-series, 'Spaceship Earth'. The series 
consists of ten half hour programmes which were first 
transmitted by Channel4 in February 1991. The accompa
nying book is published by Viking in association with 
Channel4, under the same title. 

Both the series and the book are written by Nigel 
Calder, the award winning science writer. His earlier suc
cesses include 'The Restless Earth' and 'The Weather 
Machine'. According to Viking's press release, the new 
series was conceived as a 'TV geography', focusing on a 
range of topics from human population to weather systems, 
and would be " •.• fast. infonnative and epic in scale ... " 

The book is certainly comprehensive in it's coverage 
of issues; with substantial case studies on topics such as 
desertification, deforestation and global warming. The 
framework which holds the volume together, is Calder's 
thesis that all aspects of geography must be seen from a 
global perspective, and any hope of understanding how 
global systems operate will rely on mathematical models 
based on detailed geographical data bases. One important 
source of such infonnation is from sensors orbiting the 
earth. 

In reviewing this book I am tom between enthusiasm 
for certain aspects and deep concern over others. As an 
introduction to global monitoring, applied remote sensing 
and geographic information systems (GIS) I feel that it 
should be thoroughly recommended. It manages to tread a 
very careful path between the 'coffee-table glossy' and the 
tedious text-book format; making it understandable to the 
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interested lay-person as well as useful for students and 
teachers who are new to these topics. However, Calder also 
attempts a critique of geography as a discipline, and tries to 
suggest the basis of a 'new geography'; it is with this aspect 
that I find fault. 

Important ideas and concepts in remote sensing and 
global monitoring are introduced via a blend of historical 
detail, theoretical underpinning and case studies. Interest 
is maintained throughout by a judicious mixture of text and 
imagery; the use of bright, eye-catching images is, if any
thing, underplayed! My only major criticism of this aspect 
of the book is the lack of diagrams as an aid to under
standing how remote sensing systems operate and how 
images are generated. It is worth noting that a supplement 
in the March issue (1991) of Geographical Magazine (32pp) 
published to coincide with the Channel4 series, does use a 
number of very helpful diagrams to help it's readers make 
sense of remote sensing. It also provides useful historical 
details and a glossary of terms. 

The bulk of the chapters deal with specific aspects of 
the global system; vegetation, the earth's structure, the 
~s. ~~ case studies chosen to illustrate these topics 
wtll be famtliar to many readers of this Bulletin who already 
have an interest in remote sensing and GIS, but will provide 
a mine of useful information for general readers, students 
and teachers. 

.However, care. needs to be taken when Calder steps 
outside of the techmcal aspects of the studies and comments 
on the possible causes of, and solutions to, such issues as 
land degradation. His analysis is often simplistic and open 
to debate. While he recognises that the causes of environ
mental problems may be due to complex historical, political 
and economic processes, the general tenor of the book is 
one of optimism i the ability of objective science to provide 
understanding and solutions! Although, even here he ap
pears to waver (see the final section 'stop telling people 
what to do'). 

It is with Calder 's critique of geography that I feel most 
ill at ease. His basic thesis is to be found in the section 
entitled 'reinventing geography'; in which he claims that 
geography has lost its way as an integrating science and 
must adapt to the era of satellites and computers. While 
some of hi~ cri~c~sm may be justified, much of it appears 
to be too simplistic and based on false assumptions about 
the progress o~ g~grap~y in the later half of this century. 
For example, his discussiOn of geographical models appears 
to admit no progress since von Thunen and Christaller!!! 

I close with a. quote from Calder. I feel that it says a 
great deal about his attitude to the study and solution of 
environmental problems, and to the nature and relevance of 
geography. 

"Geography is by long tradition the great integrator that 
links the village and the world, and addresses the interplay 
between biophysical processes and the human factor. A 
~ew ~obal geography is in the making, and the only ques
uon IS how much of it the physicists will leave for the 
geographers to do." 

Dr Peter Vujakovic 
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SPACIOUS SKIES 
Richard Scorer and Arjen Verlcaik (1989) David and 
Charles, Newton Abbot, ISBN 071539139, 192 pages 
(£20). 

Our atmosphere is a complex physical system whose 
state at any time, the thing we call our 'weather', is continu
ously monitored by a very large number of instruments 
ranging in sophistication from thermometers to satellites. 
The central proposition of Spacious Skies is that, since 'the 
sky is the daily bread of our eyes', our eyes and brain 
together constitute a pretty effective set of sensors. To 
understand the atmosphere, first we must watch the sky. Its 
authors are a natural scientist of great distinction (Scorer) 
and an evidently talented 'Skywatcher' photographer (Ver
kaik). Together they have produced a book that combines 
and intertwines text and photography in an attempt not only 
to increase the readers' awareness of the weather but also 
their wonder at it. The intention is emphatically not to 
produce yet another textbook in meteorology but to concen
trate on clouds and what can be deduced from their study 
about the overall state of the atmosphere. That the result is 
an unusual book will surprise nobody who is acquainted 
with Scorer's scientific work; he has always been 'his own 
man' and his books have usually been all the better for it 

After a brief, almost philosophical, introduction, Spa
cious Skies gets down to business with a series of patiently 
explained satellite photographs (using imagery from the 
NOAA series of polar orbiters) that act as a sort of sampler 
~or the rest of the ~· Then follows a series of profusely 
Illustrated chapters whtch deal with some of the basic cloud 
types (cumulus and cumulo-nimbus), severe weather satel
lite imagery, sonic and gravity waves, clouds and ~aves 
as~iated with mountains, optical phenomena, fogs and 
trails, and, finally, haboob effects. A short appendix gives 
some further physical theory. Throughout, a very real at
tempt is made to illustrate physical phenomena with the 
emphasis mainly on a series of photographs with appended 
explanatory descriptions. 

It should be apparent that this book covers a lot of 
ground. It does this in a highly entertaining and original 
way. As a climatologist I much enjoyed looking at the 
photographs and am not too proud to admit that some of the 
descriptions gave me new insights on what, prior to reading 
the book, I thought I understood. 

At the same time, I have some reservations. The cover
age is uneven in both what is included and how it is 
rendered. First, there is a tendency to concentrate on the 
visually spectacular that photographs well at the expense of 
more mundane skies. You will find a lot about storms, 
tornados and rare optical phenomena, rather little on ordi
nary nimbostratus or stratocumulus, both of which are very 
common in temperate latitudes. Secondly, the level of 
treatment and the amount of fact presented varies enor
mously and unevenly, so much so that I found it almost a 
distrac~on in itself. Whereas at one point a system that 
turned mto a very deep Atlantic depression is described by 
the sentence 'at this stage it looks cuddly', further on we 
read that 'the circumzenithal arc is a truly circular arc'. 
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Finally, putting this kind of book together well needs 
excellent typography, layout and colour reproduction and 
all seem rnther variable in quality. Typogrnphic errors seem 
few, but I would have liked to have seen a closer matching 
of the text to the photographs and the overall layout leaves 
a lot to be desired. The colour reproduction varies from the 
passable to the awful; although you get a lot of photographs 
for your money this is a book that will go on to the library 
shelves, not the coffee table! 

DavidJ. Unwin 

COUNTY MAPS AND HISTORIES: HERT. 
FORDSHIRE 
Valerie G. Scott and Tony Rook. London: Quiller Press 
Ltd. 1989. 310 x 230 mm. 36pp. hardback .10 full-col
our maps, 3 B/W maps, 1 full-colour plate, 7 B/W ill. 
ISBN 1-870948-20-3. £9.95 

'Antique maps are an ideal medium through which to 
view history. They show the changing landscape, the differ
ing social pattterns of the period in which they were made, 
the coming of the canals and rnilways which had such a 
significant effect on people's lives, and the country homes 
of the rich and famous.' 

This rather bold statement opens a text which is part of 
an intended county series that seeks to reproduce the best 
of a county's maps with an accompanying brief history. The 
difficulty this reviewer faces is that laudiblethough the first 
sentence may be (and with the obvious caveat that maps can 
represent only part of our history) there is a clear clash of 
interest in this volume between the maps and the text itself. 

What we are presented with are a number of finely 
reproduced county maps and one estate map, ranging in date 
from 1577 to 1842, and a historical narrative that starts in 
prehistory, spends almost half of its time on the period 
before the first map was produced and seldom makes any 
reference to the maps that are illustrated. Contrary to the 
opening statement the captions to the illustrntions dwell far 
more upon the biographies of the map makers and whether 
the maps have any antiquarian value today than what value 
they may have for unravelling the county history. The text, 
for example, tells us of Hertfordshire's medieval deer parks 
but we are not told that Saxton's 1577 map actually shows 
most of them. 

In many ways the context of this series, with its em
phasis upon county rather than estate maps is unsound, for 
it is the latter that can really tell us about the hidden history 
of the county rather than the former. The one example we 
are treated to has no explanation, apart from an unnecessary 
and roughly-executed plan which provides little extra detail 
and is confusingly produced on a different compass align
ment There is no historical context explaining why maps 
suddenly became fashionable although there was oppor
tunity in the text to include it under the Tudor Period. 

The text displays a sound knowledge of the county 
although there is a noted tendency to be anecdotal. Do we 
really need a section on witchcraft in the county or a list of 
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'Famous Names' at the back? The maps are fmely repro
duced but the date given for Speed's map (1676) is surely 
over half a century out? What this series needs is an overall 
editorial control which would hopefully have seen in this 
case the mis-match of the content before it was too late. 

Peter Bigmore 

LONG MAN DICTIONARY OF GEO
GRAPHY, HUMAN AND PHYSICAL 
Audrey N. Clarlc, Longman Group UK Ltd, Harlow, 
England, 724pp, 3rd Impression 1989, paperback 
ISBN 0 582 01779 3,£9-95 

This is the third impression of a paperback edition of 
the Longman Dictionary of Geogrnphy frrst published in 
1985 and it is complementary to the Longman Glossary of 
Geographical Terms first published in 1961 under the edi
torship of Professor L. Dudley Stamp. The glossary is 
concerned mainly with tracing the origin and changing use 
of selected geographical terms, the entries being supported 
by quotations and full references to sources. The glossary 
was followed by the Longman Dictionary of Geography 
also edited by Sir Dudley Stamp and published shortly 
before his untimely death in 1966. Thereafter the Longman 
lexicographic mantle fell upon Audrey N. Clark who has 
been entirely responsible for this latest version of the Dic
tionary. 

The Dictionary is the first to deal with major aspects of 
geogrnphy in one volume, embracing the terms commonly 
used over the last century during which time geography has 
become a complex academic discipline with many special
ist branches, overlapping the humanities, the naturnl 
sciences and social sciences. The Dictionary includes both 
British and American terms (there are some surprising 
differences), terms adopted from related fields of knowl
edge and others absorbed from foreign languanges: but it 
does not contain terms that are strictly specific to cognate 
disciplines such as cartography, geology, geology etc. 

The Dictionary will be useful not only to students of 
geography but all those concerned with environmental 
problems, and it will be found to be invaluable in promoting 
the correct use of terms, the range of which has now become 
very considerable across the whole spectrum of the subject 
- this compilation deals with around 200,000. There are few 
professional geographers who will be able to claim famil
iarity with all the entries. 

The Dictionary contains an appendix giving the Greek 
and Latin roots commonly used in the construction of 
English terms: this is particularly helpful in assisting in the 
interpretation and understanding of the terms, especially 
when used in conjunction with the glossary. Audrey N. 
Clark is to be congratulated on the remarkable compilation 
which should be in the reference section of all geographical 
book collections. 

W.G.V. Balchin 
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KEY DATA 
Central Statistical Office, 1989/90 Edition, llOpp, 
tables, maps, charts, HMSO £3-50 

The Government Statistical Service (GSS) comprises 
the statistics division of all major departments plus the two 
big colllecting agencies, the Central Statistical Office at 
Newport and the Office of Population Censuses and Sur
veys. The Central Statistical Office in London coordinates 
the system and it has become then largest single provider of 
statistics in the United Kingdom. 

In 1970 GSS published Social Trends for the first time 
and since that date there has been an increasing demand for 
a more compact version at a price which a student or other 
interested individual could really afford. Key Data is the 
GSS response to that demand. It contains over 130 authori
tative tables, maps, and coloured charts covering a wide 
range of social and economic data - population, employ
ment, national accounts, UK finance, the balance of 
payments, foreign trade, prices, incomes, defence, law, 
transport, agriculture, leisure, education, health and social 
security, housing and environment, energy and industry are 
some of the topics covered. 

Each table and chart is accompanied by a reference to 
sources, and more general information on the latter aspect 
is covered in a concluding section which explains the worlc 
of GSS and lists a wide range of publications available 
together with the names and addresses of all Departments 
issuing statistical data. 

For a modest £3-50 Key Data gives an immediate 
picture of the state of economic and social conditions in the 
UK, and also provides a valuable guide to more detailed 
sources of information. The book should certainly be part 
of the reference collection of any academic individual or 
business concern where statistics are being used or are 
significance. 

W.G.V. Balchin 

VISIONS OF THE WORLD AND THE 
LANGUAGE OF MAPS 
Russell King, Trinity Papers in Geography No 1, Dept 
ofGeog, Trinity College, Dublin, 1990, 42pp £3-50 

The paper is based on an inaugural lecture given at 
Trinity College, Dublin, in Januray 1989. This fact, which 
emerges only after consultation of the end notes, helps 
explain its range, popular style and the extensive use of 
illustrations. Of tbe thirty-three pages, only half comprise 
text, the remainder carrying forty-one maps and diagrams. 

That this was a most entertaining lecture is not in doubt 
and given by a genuine enthusiast However, as the conclud
ing paragraph on page thirty-three confirms, it is 'not a 
general or systematic survey of the field of cartography, but 
rather ... ' stresses 'the value and importance of maps as 
vehicles for the communication of information and ideas'. 

In the introductory sections "Metalanguage of maps 
and the roots of cartography", "Map as a model" and "Maps 
as communication devices", the author presents the map-
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language concept within a review of the prehistory of 
mapping. He also analyses the elements of the cartographic 
process (content, generalisation, design) and Bunge's ideas 
of maps and mathematics. The notion of the map as com
munication system is also given close examination, 
concluding with reference to Keates' convincing condem
nation in his book "Understanding Maps". However, it is in 
this latter section that some confusion may be detected, 
between the principles of cartography and the content of 
maps. Some regret is expressed for the "disregard by carto
graphy of geographical analysis" characterised by the 
separation of map-making and map-use in cartographic 
texts. Such separation is regarded as increasingly artificial 
with computer-assisted cartography enabling more users to 
become makers as well. 

However, it is not 'cartography' which is at fault, but 
its users. It is true that with GIS, etc., more users are 
becoming makers. But until comprehensive cartographic 
expert systems are commonplace, users must develop a 
knowledge of and respect for cartographic principles and 
procedures whether using pen or Macintosh. These, sadly, 
have often been ignored by geographers in the past There 
is a certain scope for the study of map use. Such feedback 
can, undoubtedly, help improve the design of maps just as 
human ergonomic analysis can lead to better design of tools. 
Another distinction which could have been defmed more 
clearly is that between basic mapping (plans, topographic 
maps, hydrographic charts) and special subject (thematic) 
maps which are the principle focus of the author's attention. 

The remaining seventy-five percent of the paper is 
devoted to the problems associated with or revealed by 
maps. The section headings suggest much of the contnt 
"Projections and transformations : Mercator versus Peters" 
(a healthy critique of the plagiarist of the Reverend James 
Gall's projection!), "Misleading features of maps: a com
pendium of 'persuasive' cartography" (a fascinating array 
of maps and 'map-like objects'), "Demographic, economic 
and perceptual projections" (which explores the worlds of 
Tobler, Gould and White), "Mapping geographic ignor
ance" (what people do not know about their world), "Maps 
of Utopia, maps of Armageddon" (an'inustrated summary 
of Bunge's grim scenarios of war and disease). 

In conclusion the author repeats his belief in the value 
of the language of maps in representing the immense variety 
of geography, real and imagined. Some geographers have 
used maps most effectively to express their ideas (especially 
Bunge, the author's 'hero'). Geologists, archaeologists and 
others have also relied on the map although historians, 
social anthropologists and other social scientists have failed 
to take advantage of the medium. 

The author not only applauds but also blames maps for 
their misleading properties and calls on geographers to help 
guide "the gullible public" in these matters. Although this 
reviewer may be arguing over definitions, some confusion 
seems to re-emerge here between cartography as a graphic 
system and maps themselves. The English language is not 
normally criticised because some books may mislead or 
corrupt their readers. Only its use or misuse might be 
questioned. Cartography is not changing in principle. New 
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technology is helping to increase the range of graphic 
expression but the revolution is in the availability of spatial 
referenced data for mapping. The potential of cartography 
(especially through the vehicle of GIS) is expanding by 
orders of magnitude. Sadly, however, most new users of the 
language are grossly untrained in its techniques and ex
pressive power. 

Despite minor quibbles, perhaps merely over tennino
logy, the reviewer found this to be an entertaining and 
infonnative paper. Against a useful ansd well-referenced 
analysis of cartographic theory he reveals some of the 
fascinating ideas and problems which have been expressed 
through the medium of special-subject maps. 

Michael Wood 
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EXIUBIT OF MAPS OF THE PERSIAN GULF 
OPENS AT LmRARY OF CONGRESS 

Sixteen maps of the Persian Gulf, some of them rarely 
seen outside military briefing rooms, are now on display in 
the James Madison Memorial Building. All the maps are 
from the collections of the Library of Congress's Geo
graphy and Map Division. 

The centrepiece of the exhibit is a copy of the large map 
of the Middle East which has become familiar to television 
viewers watching official military briefmgs from the Pen
tagon and Saudi Arabia on the progress of the allied war 
effort in the Persian Gulf. 

The most unusual map in the exhibit is a 1990 Evasion 
Chart of Iran and Iraq, prepared by the Defense Mapping 
Agency for the use of allied pilots downed in combat. 
Printed on a durable, plasticized paper, it includes detailed 
intennediate-scale (1:250,000) maps of the two countries, 
as well as all kinds of infonnation that would help a downed 
pilot to survive behind enemy lines. Pictures of edible plants 
and how to cook them; warnings about poisonous berries 
and shrubs; and instructions on orientation and position 
detennination are all printed on the map. It also includes 
instructions on how to use the map itself as a survival 
device: to catch rain for drinkinng water, to use as a blanket 
or rain poncho, or even to staunch a wound. 

The crisis in the Gulf is only the latest in the Middle 
East's long history of conflict, territorial change, and local 
rivalries, as many of the older maps in the display help to 
explain. A 1917 map showing the vast extent of the Turkish 
Ottoman Empire just before its demise after World War I, 
for example, and a 1933 map which delineates the then
newly constituted states of Iraq and Syria, mandates of 
Great Britain and France after 1918, help to provide an 
historical context for current events in the Middle East. 

Two colourful historical maps produced for use in 
schools show the extent and duration of the ancient empires 
- Babylonian, Assyrian, Median, and Chaldean - of the 
Middle East between 1700-500 BC, and the growth of 
Christianity, Buddhism, and Islam in that area from 50 to 
814AD. 

Three of the maps are very recent and were published 
by Rand McNally and the National Geographic Society 
with "Desert Stonn" in mind. Other items in the display are 
detailed plans of the cities of Kuwait and Baghdad, tactical 
navigation charts, and a map showing major archaeological 
sites in Iraq. 

The Persian Gulf maps will be on display for an indefi
nate period, with other maps being added as time goes on. 
From a Library of Congress press release 
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