
NEW SOCIETY OF CARTOGRAPHERS PRESIDENT 
This September at the Glasgow Summer School, the Society welcomes a new President- Michael Wood 
of Aberdeen University- who is profiled below. 

MICHAEL WOOD 
Michael was born in 1941 into an Aberdeenshire 

manse, surrounded by fine hills including his favourite, 
Bennachie. Constant awareness of this scenery may well 
have initiated his love for mountains and later, their repre
sentations in maps. In 1947 his family moved to the Spey 
valley where the panorama of the Caimgorms was even 
more impressive. Then, in 1953, his father was called to a 
church in Aberdeen, the city which was to provide Mi
chael's basic grammar school and university education. 

His earliest memories are of time spent drawing and 
painting, with not much skill, he says, but great enthusiasm. 
An interest in art, ironically, was later combined with a 
science-based degree in geography (with geology, mathe
matics and physics). This probably explains what he 
describes as a gentle schizophrenia which has haunted him 
throughout his professional life. In his work he is constantly 
faced with the urgency of the rapidly evolving science of 
mapping yet, in the background, are largely unfulfilled 
desires to spend time with pencil, brush and paintbox! 

At Aberdeen University, under the professorial guid
ance of Andrew O'Dell, he became an eager geographer. 
There he edited the Departmental journal, 'Orb' and became 
president of the University Geographical Society. He also 
took the opportunity to travel with many summers in the 
Alps and a student exchange in Finland. He was almost 
stranded in the Caribbean (while working on a Tate & Lyle 
sugar boat) as a result of the Cuban Crisis in 1960! 

After graduation an attempt to go directly into atlas 
editing was fortunately forestalled by registration as the first 
full-time Diploma student in Cartography at Glasgow 
University. This important step brought him under the men
torship of John Keates and completely into a life with maps. 
1964 not only saw ICA meetings in Edinburgh, giving a 
novice cartographer the opportunity to meet peers of the 
cartographic realm (such as Imhof and Robinson), it was 
also the founding year of the SUC. The famous inaugural 
summer school, which he helped to organise, was also an 
enriching experience through new friendships which have 
continued to this day. 

After two years of research assistantship at Glasgow 
University, when, among other things, he was involved in 
the production of various coloured maps (e.g. 'Population 
Map of Scotland- 1961' and 'Residential Land Use Map of 
Glasgow'), he became an assistant lecturer. His estab
lishment in a previously never contemplated academic 
career made him part of the exciting growth period of 
cartographic education in Glasgow. Many of the students 
he taught, both in the Cartography Diploma and the new 
degree in Topographic Science, now hold key posts in the 
mapping world. In 1969, again on the point of moving into 
atlas making (this time with Collins), he was offered a new 
lectureship in geography/cartography back at Aberdeen 
University. This has remained his base. Here he developed 
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cartography within the degree programme and laterally, 
with Robert Wright, helped establish a Centre for Remote 
Sensing and Mapping Science. 

He has been involved in many aspects of cartographic 
education over the years. This has included external exam
ining for National Certificates in Cartography, Surveying 
and Planning (1971-78) and for various higher degrees, a 
visiting lectureship in ITC in 1978 and 1979, and, since 
1975, a heavy programme of training courses for local 
authorities and the oil industry. 

The British Cartographic Society has taken up a sub
stantial space in his life. Starting with the design of the 
Journal cover in 1964, he was a council member from 
1970-1980, serving on numerous committees, and then 
joined the executive as vice-president and then president in 
1982. He has organised or participated in many of the 
Annual Symposia and some SUC Summer Schools as well 
as contributing to the Cartographic Journal and the SUC 
Bulletin. He was on the Royal Society Cartography Sub
Committee of the British National Committee for 
Geography from 1984-90 and is now a member of the BCS 
UK National Committee for Cartography. 

His academic research interests have always been in 
aspects of perception, design and map reading, in which he 
has published, but his more conspicuous activities have 
been related to practical mapping. The other side of his 
'schizophrenic' self has also been in evidence, intermittent
ly, over the years. The hillshading technique, 'caught' from 
John Keates and nurtured in Switzerland by Eduard Imhof, 
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has led to substantial work at home and for US companies. 
Less frequently but with equal enthusiasm he has worked 
on a coloured panorama technique, with the help of his 
Austrian friend Heinrich Berann. Indeed, 'Central Scot
land' originally produced in 1980, will be revised and 
re-published soon. Although currently investigating the use 
of digital techniques for landscape visualisation, he con
tinues to use pencil and airbrush when he has time. 

Michael was married in 1966 to Margaret, also origin
ally a geographer, and 'the most important benefit' of his 
early sojourn to the West Coast His two daughters, Jennifer 
and Alison, are soon to start on careers, but in non-carto
graphical fields! 

CHRISBOARD 

This also marks the point at which we thank our present 
Honorary President, Chris Board of the London School of 
Economics, for his considerable contribution to the Society. 
Chris Board became Preident in 1986, succeeding the late 
Bill Kirk. His presence at Society functions and meetings 
has always been very welcome and his wise counsel 
through the period of change of the late 80's has been much 
appreciated. 

He is Vice President of the British Cartographic So
ciety and is the Royal Society's national delegate to the 
International Cartographic Association General Assembly. 
We have been fortunate to have Chris as our President over 
the past five years and his prominent role in cartography has 
been of great benefit to the Society. Our thanks to Chris, 
and although he may not be able to be at Glasgow this 
September due to other commitments, we look forward to 
seeing him at future Society events. 

HuwDobson 
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THEIMCoS-TOOLEY AWARD 

This Award is presented annually to the individual who, 
in the opinion of the Selection Committee [of the Interna
tional Map Collectors' Society], has been responsible for 
the cartographiC contribution of greatest merit and widest 
interest to map collectors world-wide. 

The Award consists of a trophy, and a voucher worth 
£100 (to be spent at Tooley Adams & Co, 13 Cecil Court, 
London WC2N 4HE). 

The 1991 Award has been presented to: 

Margaret Wllkes, Head of Map Library, 
National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh 
Presentation of the Award recognises her srevices to 

map collectors and map curators in her organisation of the 
Three Day Events, held now for ten years in association 
with the British Cartographic Society and the Charles Close 
Society. Her meticulous planning and attention to detail has 
ensured the success of these events. It also recognises her 
helpfulness to those who visit the Map Library, whether 
academic researchers, fellow curators, or interested ama
teurs, and the spirit of cooperation and goodwill combined 
with professional capability she inculcates wherever she 
goes. Her love of maps has been shared with numerous 
audiences in the many talks she has given, which have 
spread an understanding of maps and the need for the 
preservation. She played an important role in the publica
tion of the Pont m,anuscripts, and was responsible for 
making the photographs available. Her support and encour
agement to the organisers of the exhibition Togail Tir: the 
maps of the Western Isles, first shown in An Lanntair 
Gallery, Stornaway, led, in 1990, to the mounting of the 
successful exhibition The Hebrides Surveyed in the Na
tional Library of Scotland. 
From an /M CoS press release 
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