
WALLIS AWARD 
The 1989 Wallis Award, presented at the annual dinner 

during the Portsmouth Summer School, was won by Gra
ham Allsopp, Department of Geography, University of 
Sheffield. The winning entry comprised a set of 4 maps in 
colour for a departmental publication called "Sheffield 
Today". The work was produced on an Apple Macintosh 
system, using mainly Aldus Freehand - as is outlined in 
Graham's explanatory note below. 

Entries for next year's (1990) award should be sub
mitted to the Secretary of the Society - at any time before 
the start of the next Summer School. 

Contact: 
MikeShand, 
Department of Geography and Topographic Science, 
University of Glasgow, 
Glasgow G 12 8QQ 

In late 1988, the Department of Geography at the University of Sheffield decided to mark the 1991 ffiG Annual 
Conference - held at Sheffield - with a publication "providing an illustrated account of the modem city together with some 
basic fact and figures about its day-to-day activities". 

The booklet was to be illustrated with both black & white and colour photographs, and four full-colour maps. At that 
time the department was on the verge of ordering an Apple Macintosh system for the Drawing Office, and so the decision 
was taken to produce the diagrams on the Mac rather than scribe - it would hopefully prove cheaper, quicker and easier ! 

The first problems came in December 1988 with the arrival of our machine (a 11x- one of the first in the country), 
and the software- Adobe Illustrator '88 v1.6. At that stage Illustrator would not display colours on an Apple colour screen 
using a Ilx machine. Trying to draw a colour map in black & white was fraught with dangers. We had 'acquired' a copy 
of Aldus FreeHand 1.0 for assessment purposes - which did run in colour- but could not buy a copy as FreeHand 2.0 was 
due out 'very soon'. Adobe were aware of the problem with Illustrator, but could not give a date for the 'fix'. Taking a big 
breath, we committed ourselves to FreeHand2.0. Christmas came and went, so did January. Frantic calls went out to anyone 
who would listen. Aldus- famed for their 'customer support' were as usual, ambiguous, evasive or simple didn't answer 
the telephone. Our dealer couldn't even get a date out of them! By the end of February we were getting desperate, but it 
wasn't until the third week of March that the package finally arrived. 

The maps themselves were drawn using both Illustrator and FreeHand. Compilations were traced onto tracing paper 
from the relevant 1:50 000 maps, scanned using our Datacopy 730GS scanner and saved as PICT images. These were used 
as templates in Illustrator, and then the linework was traced by hand (Illustrator's autotrace being fairly ineffective, and 
Adobe Streamline was then unreleased). When FreeHand arrived, the Illustrator documents were reduced, saved as 
Illustrator 1.1 files, and read into FreeHand. The exception was the City Centre map. This was produced using only 
FreeHand, traced from a scanned TIFF image. The final work was put through the ULCC Typeset service, and run out as 
colour separation negatives on film. 

Looking back now, with some 18 months of Freehand experience, the maps are fairly unremarkable. The City Centre 
map is formed from mainly area (polygon) fills, the other three use mainly coloured lines. Roads with casings are formed 
using the technique of superimposing (cloning in FreeHand terms) a coloured line over a wider black line. A similar 
technique is used for text (with a white fill & stoke) where it falls over black linework. 

The biggest disappointment is the overall appearance of the book. All the text and page make-up was done 
conventionally by outside printers- we would like to think that using Quark XPress 3.0 we could now produce a far superior 
result in-house. 

Graham Allsopp, 
Department of Geography, 

University of Sheffield 

SUC SUMMER SCHOOL VENUES 
The 1991 Summer School will be hosted by the Department of Geography and Topographic 
Science, University of Glasgow. Dates are 2nd-5th September 1991. Organiser- Mike 
Shand. Details available later in the year. 

The 1992 Summer School will be hosted by the Department of Geographical Sciences, 
Polytechnic South West (Plymouth). Dates and details to be announced. Organiser- Brian 
Rogers. 

SUC BULLETIN Vol24 No 1 41 




