
A SURVEY OF WEATHER MAPS IN IRISH NEWSPAPERS 

Russell King and Virginia Chipperfield 

Millions of people look at newspaper weather maps every day yet there has been little attempt to survey 
the quality of these maps or the appropriateness of the information that newspaper weather forecasts 
supply. This paper first categorises the contents of newspaper weather forecasts and reports, and then 
sets out the results of a survey of Irish newspapers' weather data. Examples of good and bad practice 
are given, and the paper concludes with some suggestions for the improvement of weather maps and 
ancillary information provided in newspapers. 

Introduction 
The recent publication of Mark Monmonier's Maps 

with the News (1989) has given fresh impetus to the study 
of journalistic cartography. Monmonier's book, reviewed 
in this issue of the Bulletin, offers a comprehensive and 
up-to-date statement on this generally neglected field of 
cartography, although very much from a North American 
perspective. As Monmonier points out (p.112), the weather 
map is the quintessential news map; no other type of map 
records such a consistent presence in so many daily news
papers. Yet, particularly in the British Isles, remarkably 
little attention has been paid to newspapers' weather sec
tions, even though they have been a regular journalistic 
feature for over a century, since the Times of London 
became the first newspaper in the world to publish a daily 
weather map in 1875. 

Notable in this meagre literature on newspaper weather 
maps is Rogers' (1988) recent paper in which he makes a 
brief survey of weather forecasts in nine UK national news
papers. Rogers found wide contrasts in type and amount of 
weather coverage. The best examples in his survey came 
from the Guardian (daily) and the Observer (Sunday), but 
the overall impression gained was of inferiority compared 
to examples from other countries, with the full-page colour 
treatmentofUSA Today pickedoutforspecial mention (cf. 
also Monmonier 1989, pp.llS-121). Rogers' low opinion 
of British newspapers' weather maps is shared by others. 
Summing up the results of his "Media Map Watch", W.G. V. 
Balchin (1988) deplored the "postage-stamp" size of many 
weather maps, criticised the variations in signs and symbols 
between newspapers, and suggested that standardisation 
and explanatory reference sheets were necessary. In a letter 
to Weather, F.C. Gee (1989) wrote that "considering 
weather is probably the most talked about subject in the 
British Isles the space allotted to it by the media as a whole 
is negligible". 

It is the purpose of the present article to both widen and 
deepen the existing surveys of Rogers and Balchin noted 
above. A sample of Irish newspapers will be considered, and 
the range of information recorded will be expanded to 
include types of map and quantity of ancillary information. 
First, however, the categories of weather information in 
newspapers will be outlined. 
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Categories of Weather Information in News
papers 

Following Rogers (1988), three categories of weather 
information in newspapers can be recognised: narrative 
forecasts, historical information, and charts. The narrative 
section is usually fairly brief and simple, often consisting 
of forecasts for individual regions followed by a general 
outlook for the country as a whole. Historical information 
takes the form of data for the previous day such as records 
(places which were hottest, wettest. sunniest etc.), full 
statistics for the region of publication, a list of world cities 
with temperatures and conditions, and recreational infor
mation such as snow updates and reports from holiday 
resorts. In Britain and Ireland, few newspapers include 
more than one or two of these types of information. 

Charts are usually of two types, symbolic and synoptic. 
The former is a featureless outline map superimposed with 
symbols to denote weather conditions (such as clouds, suns 
and snowflakes). The latter is a map showing isobars, fronts, 
pressure systems, troughs and ridges, drawn up from syn
chronous data collected from weather stations over a large 
region, reflected in the size of the area mapped. The scale 
of this operation and the reasoning behind it can be under
stood from the words of Irish forecaster Paddy MacHugh: 
"When making the forecast it is necessary to consider 
weather conditions prevailing over a wide area because 
weather systems are capable of moving long distances with 
great rapidity. In practice, observations from an area stretch
ing from the Urals in Russia, westwards across Europe, the 
North Atlantic and North America as far as the Rockies 
bounded by 80" North and 30" North, are routinely taken 
into account" (MacHugh 1987, p.15). 

Symbolic charts, on the other hand, allow the reader to 
focus in on his or her own area and get immediate informa
tion, although as Williams (1989) has complained, "one 
symbol often covers three counties, and there's still nothing 
for showers at night!". These charts are generally less 
informative than synoptic charts, at least to the weather 
enthusiast, the problem being that they do not give the facts 
on which a forecast is based. It has been suggested that an 
isobaric chart with internationally agreed symbols could be 
used instead (Holford, 1989) but what body should initiate 
and monitor this system of universally understood sym
bols? At present some newspapers and TV companies seem 
more inclined to outdo each other in elaborate artistry and 
technology than to collaborate for simplicity. Any develop
ment will probably have to come from guidelines rather 
than rules, and educators only have the power of dissemi-
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nation of ideas, which will then be tempered by the taste of 
the newspaper editor. Probably the single most useful gui
deline would be to aim for simplicity. If the public must 
have art, let it be naive rather than Rococo. 

The use of synoptic charts, while probably more infor
mative to the reader with some background knowledge, has 
been questioned on the basis of recency. If an actual synop
tic chart is used it will be for 12.00 GMT the previous day; 
if a predictive synoptic chart for the day of publication is 
used (which is the case in most newspapers) the contention 
is that it will be outdated before the reader buys the paper 
(Williams 1989). Even if users do feel doubtful about the 
information on a synoptic chart, its inclusion is still justified 
because it enables educated readers to understand the rea
soning behind the forecast, to assess the nature of deviation 
likely, and to make simple predictions for themselves. 

The concept of expanding the reader's understanding 
has been taken into consideration by some newspapers 
which carry an additional block of instructional text in the 
weather section. Such a feature appears in the Irish Times 
and the Guardian every day, dealing with meteorological 
and other related topics. Besides this educational panel 
several non-weather items are frequently located with the 
forecasts in newspapers. The range of non-weather items is 
not always constant from day to day. It includes information 
on current events in the arts, tides, cinemas, the phases of 
the moon, sun and moon rising and setting times, currency 
rates, times and locations of mobile blood donor units, top 
ten albums and singles, lighting-up times, hospitals on call, 
warnings of major roadworks, a quiz, cartoons, and an 
illustrated general knowledge fact file. Of all these ca
tegories the most common are lighting-up time, sun rising 
and setting times, and the tides. 

Audience Characteristics and Requirements 
This brings us to the question of the nature of the target 

audience. As we have seen, Holford (1989) believes that the 
reader should be able and happy to use isobaric charts with 
unlabelled international symbols. She comments "The sad 
thing is that by being condescending about weather presen
tation in news bulletins we spread no more knowledge, 
merely alienate those who have become weather wise". On 
the other hand, Bill Giles, senior forecaster with the BBC, 
believes that forecasts should be aimed at viewers with no 
specialist knowledge. In a letter to Weather, he wrote "I 

would defy Ingrid Holford to tell me that many people, 
other than those with a knowledge of meteorology, could 
know that a triangle means a shower". Giles claims that 
"graphics, to be any use, have to be self explanatory" (Giles 
1989). There is a fine line between being simple enough for 
all readers to derive some information, and being detailed 
enough to satisfy those with a higher level of interest or 
background knowledge. It has been suggested (Gee 1989) 
that weather presentations should help the public to under
stand more about the process and progress of weather 
phenomena, a view which is to be encouraged since it treats 
readers as intelligent receptive targets even if they happen 
not to have specialist knowledge. On the other hand, the 
geneml public also requires easily accessible information 
and should not be called upon to tackle a mental obstacle 
course. 

People have different reasons for needing weather fore
casts (often owing to their occupations) and different 
requirements as to range, accuracy and type of information. 
The Irish Meteorological Office carried out a survey on 
people's preferred way of receiving weather information, 
and found that TV was the main source of weather forecasts 
for two thirds of the general public and farmers (Burke, 
1987), with various special interest groups having their own 
preferences, for example commercial marine users, 80% of 
whom expressed a first preference for radio broadcasts. 
Only a small minority of the respondants gave first pref
erence to newspaper forecasts. This result partly reflects a 
need for specific up-to-date information, but it also perhaps 
indicates that newspapers are not capitalising on their 
potential, and could expand and intensify their forecasts. 

Weather Maps in Irish Newspapers 
A total of nine newspapers was included in this survey, 

comprising daily (i.e. morning) newspapers, evening news
papers and Sunday newspapers. Virtually all of the main 
Irish national newspapers were covered. The newspapers 
were the Cork Examiner (a nationally marketed paper in 
spite of its name), the Irish Independent, the Irish Press and 
the Irish Times (all morning dailies), the Evening Herald, 
the Evening Press and the Cork Evening Echo (all after
noon/evening papers), and two Sunday papers, the Sunday 
Independent and the Sunday Press. 

Table 1 provides a summary of some of the chamc
teristics of the nine papers' weather presentations. The 

Table 1 Weather information contained in Irish National Newspapers, early 1990. 

Area devoted to Symbolic Syno{rtic Historical Records European Educa-
weather informa- map (no.) map no.) data (hottest, forecast tional 
tion (sq. cm) wettest, etc) panel 

Dailies 
Cork Examiner 276 1 1 X 
Irish Independent 253 4 1 X 
Irish Press 220 1 1 X 
Irish Times 647 1 1 X X X 
Evening Papers 
Cork Evening Echo 259 2 0 X 
Evening Herald 86 0 0 X 
Evening Press 15 0 0 
Sunday Papers 
Sunday Independent 323 3 1 X X 
Sunday Press 198 2 1 X X 
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.. --· .. 
Warm fronts Cold front Occluded front 

--Isobars at mean sea level in 
millibars 

Me4. 'ltt~,tl•n• A !lrpres!lon Is movl111 
slowly northeastwards over Ireland as a 
weak rid1e approaches the country from the 
west. 

1'8reeut: Outbreaks of rain, loc:ally 
beayY, will 1radually live way to brilhter, 
showery conditions durinl the mornins and 
early afternoon. Some of the showers will 
become heavY later with a risk of ball and 
thunder. Stron1 susty south to southwest 
winds over muc:b of Leinster and East 
Munster, dec:reasinl in the afternoon. 
Moderate variable winds el-here. Hlshest 
temps. 8 to 12 C. - (c:oolest in the 
northwest). Winds dec:reasinl everywhere 
durin1 the ni1ht and showers bec:omins well 
scattered. Becominl cold overnisht with 
frost and a risk of ic:y roads. 

Olldooll for Wedaesdar. Mainly dry and · 
brilbt at first with just a lilht or moderate 
southwesterly breeze. Rain spreadins from 
the south durlns the eveninl and nisht and 
becominl very windy or stormy by early 
Thursday. 

TODAY'S TIDES 
Cobh 1.57 Lm.; Cobh UO p.m. 
Rise: Cor- UOm; Cobh Ulm. 

TOMORROW'S TIDES 
Cobh 11.51 Lm.; Cobh -

Rise: Cork -; Cobh S.SOm. 

For tides in tbe followinl areas, 
advance Cobb times or - mlns.: 

lllltlman -21 CoaWIIJ -23 
lllul-. +13 IJmaidl +50 
BlllraMt• -5 on +:ID 
Fellil ~ Scbull -48 .... .., -65 Court .... -5 ,.,... +31 Va!Oillil -U 
C.bininoa -$8 OaokhlftD -U 
GJ ....... -21 y ........ •• C'lle'....,.. -21 Jliqle -$8 
Keaawe -62 Waterford +57 
Ctowabeno -fl Dwlprylll +I 
Kiault -12 

MOON FEBRUARY 
First quarter 2nd; Full. mocin: ,9th; Lut 
quarter: 17th; New moon: 25th. 

LOCAL AND WORLD ·i 
c c 

Allien .•• --- - Lu Palmu ........ Fl 22 
Amsterdam- Fi 8 Lisboa ..... - .......... a 19 
Atbeas .... -···- Fi 14 Loadoa-.............. Fl 11 
Barbados.-- PC 28 Los Aa1eles ......... a 16 
Ban:elolls ··- M 9 LDelllbouq ......... Fi 4 
Beirut.----· C IS Madrid·-······ Fi 8 
Belfast--- C 12 Majarn-••••. _ C IS 
Bellrade-- Fi I Malap ---- Fa IS 
B<rlia ---· H 7 Malta-... -·- Fa IS 
Bermuda-- a 25 Miami---· a 25 
llerae--- Fi 2 Moatml ... ,_ PC -7 
Biarrils-- Fl 17 yosm, __ 11 I 
Blackpool __ C 13 lluaidt-- Fi I 
BordeaWI-- Fi ~ 10 Naples __ . -
Bruaela-- Fl 9 N1111a-- a 24 
Budapest __ Fi 7 NewYark-- a 25 
Cairo--- a 18 Nicle Fi 12 
Qlcqo __ a SNialsil--a IS 
Colope. __ Fl &Oslo--- Fa I 
Copeabapa- F 7 Paril---· Fi I 
Corfu--- Fi IS Praaue.-- Fl 7 
Cork .. ---M 11 llbocles.-- Fi 13 
Dahlia c 13 Rome--- a 17 
Dahnmlik-. Fi 13 llouidlwiJ- C 11 
EdiDbuqb -- C 12 Saa FriiiCisCD.. .. PC IS 
Faro _____ Fl 14 Sbaaaaa ... -- C 13 
Fraakfart--. Fl ~ S Stockbalm -·-· C I 
GalwQ--- C 12 Stnsbourl-· .. -
Gibraltar.--- - Talllier------ -
Gueraser-- R 9 Tel A¥1• .. --·-·· M IS 
Relsiald.--- M I Tenerife-···-··· Fl 211 
lnasbruck ·-·-· Fi 3 Toroata ..... _ .. __ . C 13 
lstaabul .. -- 11 7 Valencia.---·-·· M 12 
Jersey··-- R · I Vellicle----··· 11 I 
Jerusalem .. - PC 14 Vieau·--··· Fi S 
Laraaca.---- - Wanaw-- Fi 8 

Zuridl .... ___ Fi 3 

c-aoudr. ·a-a-, D-DrJ, ~llrillle, 
Fa-Fair, FI-Piae, Fo-Fo1, R-Raae, 
a ... Rail, 11-Mist, ()...()ftl'cast PC-PutiJ 
aaadJ, 11-Rala, 5-SaaDJ, 511-Sbowen, 
SI-Sleet, Sa-Snow, St.,.Stormr, 
'l'll-'l1nlllder. 

Figure 1. Weather Forecast, Cork Examiner, 6th February 
1990 (actual size) 
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following account will give a brief description 
of each paper's weather graphics and ancillary 
information, dealing in turn with the daily, 
evening and Sunday newspapers. For each, the 
positive and negative aspects of the weather 
maps will be highlighted, although it must be 
admitted that there is an element of subjectiv
ity in the evaluations. 

Naturally the type and quantity of actual 
weather information varies considerably be
tween the newspapers surveyed, from the 
"minimalist" approach of the Evening Press, 
with ~othing but a brief paragraph extending 
to around 15cm2 of newspaper space, to the 
Irish Independent which has five maps in its 
presentation or the Irish Times whose weather 
section extends over an area of 647cm2. 

In the Cork Examiner the "Weather and 
Leisure" section occurs on an inside page, 
frequently page ten, and is often alluded to in 
a small summary on the top left corner of page 
one. Historical details are given of the tem
perature and conditions in 73 cities worldwide, 
and the text includes a description of the 
general meteorological situation, the forecast 
until midnight, and the outlook. Two maps are 
included, a synoptic and a non-pictorial sym
bolic (Fig.l). The former (which is dated for 
noon on the day of publication and is therefore 
a predictive rather than an historic synoptic) 
concentrates on the North Atlantic area, show
ing the whole of Ireland and Britain, and parts 
of North America, Greenland, Iceland, Scan
dinavia, France and Iberia. It shows a labelled 
graticule, a set of obviously hand-drawn iso
bars (some labelled), fronts, and pressure 
systems indicated by the letters H and L. The 
symbolic map shows Ireland and the western 
fringes of Wales and Scotland superimposed 
with hand-drawn isobars, some of which are 
labelled, and important fronts. This map has no 
pictorial symbols, but has several wind arrows 
with temperatures instead- these are not ex
plained by any key, and the numbers are not 
identified. The text of this weather section 
does not specify the area for which the forecast 
is relevant, and the maps are for the whole of 
Ireland, so the only element of the presentation 
which is uniquely Corkonian is the tidal infor
mation, which is based on Cobh. 

The Irish Independent's "Weather and In
formation Service" is always located inside the 
back page, and a summary appears on page 
one with a small pictorial logo and directions 
to the page on which the weather section is to 
be found. Temperatures and conditions are 
given for 55 locations, mostly European but 
with some major world cities, and the text 
includes a forecast for each province, a very 
brief outlook, a short textual description of the 
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• A cold northwesterly covers Ireland. A Polar low approaches from the 
north. (See map above lert). Map above right shows noon temperatures 
(cln:les) and wind speed and directions (arrows). 

FORECAST: 
ULSTER AND 

CONNACHT - Very cold 
with widespread showers of 
hail and snow - some 
drifting. Max 2 or 3 Celsius. 
Windy. Heavy snow tonight 
and some frost. 

LEINSTER AND 
MUNSTER - Some sunny 
intervals. Very cold with 
highest temperatures 3 to 5 
Celsius. Showers of hail, sleet 
and snow becoming 
widespread. Heavy tonight. 
Some frosty. 

OUTLOOK - Very cold with further frost and snow. 

Figure 2. Weather Forecast, Irish Independent, 28th February 1990 (actual size) 

Belfast 4C (39F) 
Cork 4 (39) sleet. 
Dublin 6 ( 43) shower. 
Galway 7 ( 45) shower. 
Shannon 5 (41) shower. 
Amsterdam 6 (43) rain. 
Alhrns 17 (63) sunny. 
Barbadoa 18 (82) clear. 
Ban:rl01111 22 (72) sunny. 
Belarade 11 (52) sunny. 
Berlin 5 (41) cloudy. 
B!.mlnpam 7 (45) cloudy. 
Bordeaux 13 (55) rain. 
Brussels 7 (45) fair. 
Cairo U (72) clear. 
Chlcaao 0 (32) cl~ar. 
CopenhaRan 4 (39) fair. 
Edinburgh 5 (41) fair. 
Genen 9 (48) rain. 
Gibraltar 21 (70) sunny. 
Glasaow 4 (39) fair. 
Helsinki 4 (39) rain. 
Hone Ko111 13 (55) rain. 
Istanbul 13 (55) clear. 
Innsbruck 7 (45) rain. 
Jersey 10 (50) fair. 
Lu Palmas 21 (70) IIUIIIIY· 
Lisbon IS (59) fair. 
London 8 (46) fair. 
Loa Anaeles 23 (73) clear. 
Madrid IS (59) sunny. 
Majorca 20 (68) sunny. 
Malap 23 (73) sunny. 
Malta 16 (61) fair. 
Manchester 5 (41) rain. 
Miami 20 (68) sunny. 
Montreal IS (59) clear. 
Moacow 7 (45) cloudy. 
New York -4 (25) sunny. 
Nlcosia 27 (81) fair. 
Oslo 6 (43) cloudy. 
Paris 7 (45) fair. 
Perth 39 (102) cloudy. 
Rio de Janeiro 35 (95) cloudy. 
Rome 17 (63) sunny. 
San Francisco 13 (56) cloudy, 
Stockholm I (34) sleet. 
Sydn~y 24 (75) cloudy. 
Tel MiY 16 (61) fair. 
Tokyo 9 (48) rain. 
Toronto ·7 (19) cloudy. 
Vancou•er 8 ( 46) cloudy, 
Venice I (46) foe. 
\"lenna 12 (54) rain. 
Warsaw 15 (59) cloudy, 

overall situation shown in the synoptic chart and an expla
nation of the signs used on the others. Of the Irish 
Independent's five maps (see Fig.2) the frrst three are rather 
crude symbolics for morning, afternoon and evening. Each 
of these has three or four statements (such as "snow sho
wers") in block capitals, with the temperature for north and 
south and several wind arrows, together with a few rather 
elaborate symbols such as a smiling crescent moon peeping 
from behind clouds. Since there is no key it is unclear what 
this and the other sparsely used symbols denote. Below 
these three maps are a chart of Ireland with fully explained 

wind and temperature arrows and a synoptic chart of the 
North Atlantic dated for noon on the day of publication 
showing isobars (some numbered), fronts, labelled pressure 
systems and a printed graticule with degrees. The data on 
both of these charts are hand-drawn which is not very 
appealing aesthetically but gives a sense of the reality and 
immediacy of weather forecasting, and attracts the eye in a 
way that some of the blander computer-generated charts do 
not 
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"Today's Weather" in the Irish Press usually occurs on 
page three although it can occasionally be found on page 
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WEATHER 
e FORECAST UNTIL DAWN TOMOR· 
ROW: Ulster, North Connacht: Cold. 
Sunny or Clear srells. Frequent showers 
also, many of hai or snow. Ground frost 
tonight inland. Strong to gale force 
westerly winds, decreasing moderate to 
fresh overnight. Max temperatures 4 
celcius, min 1 celcius. 

South Connacht, West Munster: Cold. 
Sunny or clear spells. Showers also, some 
of hail or sleet. Ground frost inland 
tonight. Strong to gale force westerly 
winds, decreasing light to moderate 
tonight. Max temperatures 6 celcius, min. 
1 de~ree. 

Lemster, East Munster; Cold. Rain 
clearing quickly this morning. Sunnl 
spells and showers following, some of hatl 
or snow. Becoming dry and clear after 
dark with widespread ground front. · 

e -OUTLOOK FOR TOMORROW: 
Mostly dry and sunny at first. Rain and 
sleet spreading northeastwards later. 
Cold, but not windy. 

Amsterdam 11. 43, fair 
Athens 12, 54, cloudy 
Bahrain 17, 63, sunny 
Belfast 2, 36, fair 
Belgrade 7, 45, cloudy 
Berlin 6, 43, cloudy 
Brussels 6, 43, fair 
Copenhagen 3, 37, cloudy 
Cork 5, 41, showery 

Jerseys; 46, fair 
Lisbon 15, 59, fair 
London 8, 46, fair 
Madrid 13, 55, fair 
Majorca 17, 63, sunny 
Moscow 5, 41, sunny 
New York 2, 36, snow 
Oslo 4, 39. fair 

TODAY'S TIDES 

NOON 13-2-90 

sunrise 7.52; Sunset17.30 
Lighting-up Time: 18.00 

Dublin 
Balllna 
Belfast 
Bray 
Cllfden 
Corll 
Cobh 
Derry 
Dlngle 
Drogheda 
Dundalll 

a.m. p.m. 
1.33 13.51 Fenll 
8.09 20.26 Galway 
0.54 13.12 Llmerlcll 
1.27 13.45 Kllllee 
7.31 19.48 Klllybegs 
8.07 20.24 Sligo 
7.47 20.04 Westport 

10.48 23.03 Waterford 
&.51 19.08 Wexford 
1.13 13.31 Wlclllow 
1.11 13.29 Valenlla 

a.m. p.m. 
7.10 19.27 
7.2& 19.43 
a.ss 21.13 
B.11 20.28 
B.O& 20.23 
B.15 20.32 
7.48 20.05 
8.44 21.01 
8.13 21.30 
o.sa 13.10 
8.29 18.48 

Costa del Sol 17, 63, 
sunny 
Crete 15, 59, sunny 
Dublin 4, 39, sunny 
Galway 6, 43, hail 
Geneva 5, 41, fair 
Gibraltar 16, 61, sunny 
Glasgow 4, 39, cloudy 

Paris 6, 43, fair 
Rome 11, 52. rain 
Shannon 5, 41, showery 
Stockholm 4, 39 cloudy 
Sydner. 21. 70, fair 
Tenertfe 20. 68, fair 
Tokyo 14, 57, sunny 
Vienna 2, 36, cloudy 

Figure 3. Weather Forecast, Irish Press, 13th February 1990 (80% actual size) 

two, and it gives historical information consisting of tem
perature and conditions for a varying number (average 
about 30) of mostly European cities. The text describes the 
general meteorological situation and gives the forecast until 
midnight, and the outlook. Two maps (see Fig.3) are in
cluded, both dated for noon on the day of publication, the 
first being a synoptic of the North Atlantic area with a 
graticule (degrees given), fronts, labelled pressure systems, 
and isobars, some of which are numbered. The second map 
is a symbolic chart of Ireland for which there is no key; in 
this case a key is a prerequisite since some of the symbols 
are very confusing (such as the tiny black computer dots 
which by deduction must represent snow). Wind arrows 
also appear, again without a key so that it is not immediately 
obvious what the circled numbers represent This weather 
section would be greatly improved by the addition of a clear 
key. 

The "Weather Forecast and Chart for Noon" in the Irish 
Times always appears on an even numbered inside page 
somewhere between 6 and 12, with pages 10 and 12 being 
the most common. Historical information is given for about 
80 places worldwide (temperature and conditions), together 
with data for the previous day's pressure and temperature 
in Dublin at 9, 12, 15 and 18 hours, plus maximum and 
minimum temperatures and rainfall statistics. Recreational 
weather information is also included such as snow reports 
from European and Scottish ski resorts in winter. The text 
consists of a general forecast for the period from 6 am to 
midnight followed by a very brief outlook. There are three 
maps, each of which is clear and well explained (see Fig.4). 
The first is a synoptic of the North Atlantic area for noon 
on the day of publication showing a labelled graticule, 
isobars, fronts and pressure systems indicated by the letters 
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Hand L. Beside this is a "symbolic chart for noon today" 
of Ireland showing about nine wind arrows, each in con
junction with the temperature and one of nine very clear 
symbols which are explained in a key. The third Irish Times 
chart is a map of Europe and parts of North Africa and the 
Near East showing the conditions in eleven locations, each 
one indicated by an arrowed box containing the place
name, temperature and a symbol. The same symbolic key 
as for the second map is repeated. The only quibble about 
this map is that it does not specify a time or date, and since 
the overall title of the weather section mentions noon, and 
historical information for many locations is given separate
ly, it is natural to assume that this unusual and effective chart 
is a predictive one for noon on the day of publication. This 
is not the case, however; comparison of its statistics with 
those in the historical data-list shows that the chart simply 
duplicates this· historical information, in a more visually 
attractive format. Overall the Irish Times presentation is of 
an excellent standard, the symbols are very clear (and not 
over-arty) and everything is thoroughly explained. It must 
be regarded as the best example from the Irish daily news
papers in terms of its range of information, sophisticated 
lay-out, and user-friendliness. 

The general nature of weather sections in daily news
papers can be gauged from the four cases described above. 
A front page summary and page number for the inside 
weather section is par for the course, indicating that editors 
realise the importance attached to forecasts by the general 
readership. Information from a number of European and 
world cities is universal together with textual descriptions 
of the general Irish meteorological situation, an immediate 
forecast (usually by province) and a brief outlook. Synoptic 
and symbolic charts for noon on the day of publication tend 
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WEATHER FORECAST and chart for noon 

Forecast 
A very strong unstable north-westerly airstream is over 

Ireland. A developing frontal depression is approaching from !be 
Atlantic. 

rORECAST for the period from 6 a. m. to midnight: Very windy 
with strong and gusty west to north-west winds. Sunny intervals 
but squally heavy showers also. some of bail or sleet. Very cold. 
Afternoon temperatures of 3 to 7 degrees Celsius. 

Outlook 
Very w,.t and possibly stormy tonight. Bitterly cold for 

Wednesday with northerly winds and wintry showers. 

Dublin City weather yesterday 

Pressure (mbs) .............. . 
Temperature (deg C) ..... . 

0900 
995.8 

5.3 

1200 
988.2 

6.8 

1500 

991.6 
5.8 

1800 

991.7 
3.3 

Maxrmum temperature: 7.TC. Monomum temperature: 2.5•c. 
Rainfall: 7.5 mm. 

Readings taken at Dublin Airport. 

Yesterday's midday temperatures 
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CHART FOR NOON TODAY 
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A foreign problem 
AlTHOUGH the weather may sometimes seem unkind to us here, 
we should be grateful that there are some disasters with which we 
do not have to contend. For example. in countries where there are 
large amounts of winter snow, avalanches are a major source of 
danger every year. They are also a serious hazard to skiers, since 
the conditions most tempting for the expert are often to be found 
in precisely those places where avalanches are most likely. 

The majority of avalanches occur on slopes with a gradient of 
between 30 and 45 degrees. As a general rule the "north wind's 
masonry" first arranges the "frolic architecture of the snow" in 
such a way as to bnng about a structure which is unstable; all it 
needs then is some mechanocal or meteorological trigger to send 
thousands of tons of snow cascading down the mountainside at 
staggering speeds. Dry snow can move at up to 200 mph; wet 
snow travels more slowly, but causes greater damage because of 
its greater weight. 

11 conditions are right, an avalanche can be triggered by a loud 
noise. Indeed in some countries explosions are detonated in order 
to start avalanches in controlled conditions - to get them over 
with! But even the passage of a smgle skier across the surface of 
lhe snow may sometimes be enough to provide the necessary 
stimulus. 

Meteorological factors are also important. An increase in 
temperature often causes a weakening of the bonds between the 
individual ice granules; if the temperature rise continues, it may 
result in a thin film of water around each granule, which acts as a 
lubricator and facilitates movement. This effect is oreatest with an 

Snow reports 
Depth 
In cm 

Dlplh 
In cm 
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Concllllon -rl -.,.,_ -.,.,_ 
Concl.,_ Cllonow TMnp 
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ANOORRA 
Soldlu.............. ........... 20 100 Fa. CNSI F&Jr H 
Good sl~~<ng on higher slopes bul becoming worn and slusny lOwer down. 

AUSTRIA 
Ollergurgl ............................ 85 135 Good Vanocl 
Exc:ellenl si<Jing COndlbOns. 

Cloud +I 

St.Antan............................. oiO 200 Good Fau Cloud +5 
An upper runs open. Good Skung st1ll posM)Ie on tugher slopes. 

FRANCE 
LMAn:8.......... ..................... 75 80 Fu Heavy Snow +3 
Heavy -all above 1 .800m. '"'"below. no queues. 
VelD-............................. 95 200 Good Heevy 
Strong Winds at artnude, best skiing at la Call~ and Fomet. 

Snow +I 

ve~-............................ 30 100 Good Hoovy 
Good pcaleoknng. llnc>Wing above 2.000rn. 

Snow +2 

rrALY 
Cenrlnle...... ............ ..... ......... I 50 300 Good Vanocl Soow 0 
Plenty or QOOd &klinQ, link 1o Zerman open. 

SWITZERLAND 
Gran1-ne..................... 20 200 Good Vanocl 
Good oknng on all_. slopos,lowor slopos beccnung worn. 

Rain +3 

-................................... 0 170 SIUIIIy Heavy 
G,_, -· lirmecl llkung. ""'" +8 

--................................ 20 170 Good Spmg 
VllfY geed lllllng ._ slopos. lower slopos palc:lty and wry slushy. 

Rein +8 

St.-............................... 20 60 Good Vanocl 
Exc:ellen1 sluing upper slopos. oome worn paldles lower slopos. 

Snow +I 

Y- .................................. 120 260 Good Vanocl 
Soow m geed COndition en h19her runs. snow~ng abcve 1 .BOOm. ""'" +8 

·-································· 0 25 Worn Vanocl 
Slopes are now genera1fy YIKy worn. snow expecled overmghl 

Rein +7 

Zomlell.................................. 100 180 Good Vanocl Soow -I 
Goodpca~e skiing •n-VIIIbtlily.q-liglll. 
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to be well-labelled for linear 
features such as isobars, al
though some papers should 
give more thought to ex
plaining symbols, since they 
do not collaborate to use a 
common set of universally 
accepted ones. More ambi
tious presentations include 
local historical data, and 
"leisure" weather reports, 
both of which are to be 
found in the Irish Times. 
The superior information 
level of this paper is empha
sised by the educational 
panel which it carries every 
day dealing with meteoro
logical and related topics. 

The evening papers 
present a much less infor-
mative picture 
understandably, since it is to 
be expected that most 
readers will already have 
seen the weather forecast in 
detail in a morning paper. 
They do, however, provide 
an opportunity to prepare 
people for the next day's 
conditions, an opportunity 
which in general is not ex
ploited to the full. 

The Evening Herald 's 
"Weatherwise" column ap
pears on page six or eight 
and includes a pictorial logo 
but no maps. Under the 
heading "Worldwide" it 
gives the temperature and 
conditions for 23 locations, 
mostly in Europe. The text is 
brief and consists of a fore
cast for each province 
followed by a general out
look for the next day. 

The Evening Press, as 
has already been noted, has 
the most basic format of all, 
merely a short piece of text 
which varies as to page, 
making it extremely diffi
cult to find owing to its 
small size and lack of front 
page mention. Either the 
forecast until dawn is given 
with maximun and mini
mum expected tempera
tures, or else just a short 
outlook. The section is not 

World 
Conditions 

C. F. 
Amstanlam 10 50 
Athens 12 54 
Auckland '£1 88 
Bahrain 21 70 
Bangkok 34 93 
Barbados '£1 110 
Beirut 18 64 
Belgrade 15 59 
Bertin 12 54 
Benlnda 21 69 
Bogota 19 66 
Brisbane 29 84 
Bruaels 12 54 
Budapest 13 56 
11oenos Aires 30 86 
Cairo 16 61 
Calgary 08 32 
Caracas 25 77 
Dlicago 16 61 
Copenhagen 09 48 
CoR 11 52 
Dlmlln 10 50 
Fnndurt 11 52 
Geneva 26 78 
Harart 23 73 
Havana 26 78 
Helsinki 04 39 
Hong Kong 19 66 
Honolulu 25 77 
l&tl1bul 08 46 
Jerusalem 25 77 
JotaJnesburg 25 77 
Kiev 08 46 
Lina '£1 69 
Usbon 17 63 
London 11 52 
Los Angeles 20 68 
Madrid 13 55 
Manila 32 90 
Mexico City 24 75 
Miami '£1 80 
Montraal 03 37 
Moscow 02 36 
Nairobi '£1 81 
Nassau 26 78 
New Delhi 28 82 
New York 14 58 
Nlcosla 11 52 
Oslo 08 46 
Paris 14 57 
Peking 02 36 
Rio de Janeiro 37 99 
Rome 1763 
San Ftwldlco 13 56 
San Juan 30 86 
Santiago 30 86 
Sao Paulo 30 86 
Seoul 0337 
Slngaport 32 90 
SIDckholm 05 41 
Sydney 24 75 
Taipel 20 68 
Tel Avlv 14 57 
Tokyo 08 46 
Toronto 08 46 
VIIICOII* 06 43 
Vlema 12 54 
Wanaw 14 57 
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Weather forecast 
Met. situation: A cold northwesterly air

stream is developing behind a cold front which 
is moving away from eastern areas. 

Forecast: West Ulster, Conna.:ht, West 
Munster: Very cold with squally showers of hail, 
sleet or snow and isolated thunderstorms. 
Maximum temperatures today 6 to 8 degrees 
Celsius, lowest tonight 2 or 3 degrees. West to 
northwest winds will reach gale or strong gale 
force before moderating around dawn. 

East Ulster, l.einster, East Munster: Heavy 
and possibly thundery rain will give way to 
squally showers of hail, sleet or snow and it will 
become much colder. Maximum temperatures 
of 8 to 10 degrees will fall to 2 or 3 degrees 
tonight with a slight frost in sheltered places. 
Strong southwest winds will veer west to 
northwest and increase strong to gale force 
before moderating overnight. 

Outlook: Heavy rain spreading to all areas, 
with sleet or snow for a time in Ulster, later 
clearing to further wintry showers. Becoming 
stormy for a time. 

South Munster 
Rain today will be heavy and locally thundery for a 
time before clearing this afternoon to occasional 
showers of hail, sleet or snow. It will continue 
overnight. Temperatures 8-9 degrees at first will fall 
with a clearance going as low as two or three degrees 
tonight but no frost. Strong occasional gale force 
south to south west winds will veer west to north 
west after mid-day and increasing to gale or strong 
gale force on coastal waters force 7 to 8 becoming 
gale force 8 to strong gale force 9. 

Outlook: Becoming much colder into next week. 
Heavy rain will become widespread during Sunday 
before clearing to further hail or sleet showers 
during the evening. This pattern will repeat itself on 
Monday so that Tuesday and Wednesday will be days 
of more hail or sleet or even snow showers. It will be 
very windy most days perhaps even stormy mainly 
from a westerly direction but frost may occur in 
sheltered areas at night. 

Figure 5. Weather Forecast, Cork Evening Echo, lOth February 
1990 (actual size) 
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even dignified by a title, but is simply headed with a couple 
of words from the text such as "Mild, damp" or "Very 
windy". 

The weather section of the Cork Evening Echo , which 
is always on page four, is by far the best of the Irish evening 
papers. Conditions and temperatures are given for an aver
age of about 70 cities worldwide, and the text includes the 
meteorological situation, the forecast (sometimes by prov
ince), an outlook and a more detailed forecast for South 
Munster which is the catchment area for the paper. There is 
almost always a chart (see Fig.5 for an example), which is 
a composite graphic of two maps of Ireland within one 
frame, labelled "evening" and "night" respectively (because 
it is an evening newspaper). Each one is superimposed with 
a temperature range plus a couple of symbols and one or 
two labelled arrows giving details of the strength and direc
tion of winds. There is sometimes a brief caption within the 
frame at the bottom (such as "winds up to hurricane force"), 
below which is the key to nine very clear symbols. Even at 
night in the dark month of January showers are indicated by 
the sun peeping over a cloud, and unfortunately from 16th 
February 1990 the spelling of "hail" was changed to "hale" 
in the key to the symbols... but apart from these minor 
imperfections the quality is very high with good clear 
symbols and information, and is exceptional for an evening 
paper. 

It is to be expected that weather information in the 
Sunday papers should take on a slightly different emphasis 
since they are weekly publications; longer-range outlooks 
and general weekly historical statistics might be appropri
ate. In fact the two Sunday papers in the survey fail to meet 
this standard. They do both cover the expected weather for 
the week ahead very briefly, but no weekly historical data 
are provided. This shortfall may be excused by the fact that 
they are each the Sunday version of a daily paper which has 
been carrying weather reports right through the previous 
week and will do so during the week to come. 

"Weathercast" in the Sunday Independent always oc
curs on page two and gives the previous day's noon 
conditions and temperature in an average of about 40 
places, mostly in Europe.The text includes "Today's 
Weather" (a short explanation and forecast), a very brief 
prediction for "The Week Ahead", and a "European Out
look" for the Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts. Three 
symbolic charts are given for morning, afternoon and eve
ning, the same as those occurring in the Irish Independent, 
with the same unnecessarily artistic symbols and unex
plained wind arrows (see Fig.2). The synoptic chart, which 
is undated, shows Ireland, Britain, the North Atlantic, Eu
rope, and parts of the Near East, the USSR and Africa. Lines 
of latitude and longitude are included together with isobars, 
lettered pressure systems, and fronts with arrows for direc
tion and speed of movement. These last are labelled with 
either a word such as "slow" or else a number with the 
unexplained letters kt for knots. As with the Irish Inde
pendent keys are badly needed, and the symbols are 
over-elaborate (Fig.6). 

The weather section of the Sunday Press can be found 
on page two where it is embellished by a pictorial logo, and 
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the layout varies from week to week. Historical information 
is the same as in the Irish Press, but a "Holiday Forecast" is 
added for the Mediterranean and Atlantic coasts. When 
symbolic maps are given (which is not every Sunday) the 
outlook is included in the caption to these, but when they 
are missing "Today's Weather" is given above the synoptic 
chart, with the outlook for the week below it. The symbolic 
charts (Fig.7) are side by side, a map of Ireland for "after
noon" and one for "evening", each with temperatures for 
north and south, four wind arrows around the coast, and a 
few symbols, and like the Cork Evening Echo the sun is 
used on the evening chart. No key is given, as is the case in 
the Irish Press. The synoptic chart is undated and shows a 
different area from the Irish Press which is North-Atlantic
centred; all of Europe is included with parts of the Near 
East, Africa and Scandinavia and the map contains an 
unlabelled graticule, isobars (some numbered), fronts, and 
pressure systems denoted by the letters H and L. The size 
of the synoptic chart varies, and it is not present every week. 

There is not much to choose between these two Sunday 
papers in terms of quality. The advantages of the Sunday 
Independent are that it provides a symbolic chart for the 
morning as well as for the afternoon and evening, its synop
tic chart is bigger, and the print is darker and clearer. The 
symbols in the Sunday Press are drawn more finely and can 
therefore occupy a smaller amount of space for the same 
clarity, causing less clutter. Unlike the Sunday Independent 
none of its isobars, numbers or letters are hand-drawn which 
again means they can be smaller and less obtrusive. The 
outline of the land masses in the Sunday Press' small 
synoptic map (see Fig.7) is very generalised and inaccurate, 
and while this does not affect the transfer of weather infor
mation it is important in view of reader appeal. 

Overall the weather sections in the Sunday papers are 
very similar to the daily papers, although they add brief 
outlooks for the week ahead, and there is a tendency for no 
obvious reason for synoptic maps to be centered much 
further east than in the other papers, focussing on Europe 
and parts of the Near East and Africa rather than the North 
Atlantic. 

Conclusion 
Of all the Irish newspapers the Irish Times may be 

judged the best- it is unsurpassed in overall quality, quantity 
and presentation of material. However, no set of charts from 
any newspaper emerges as the perfect presentation, an ideal 
which would have to be created by amalgamating the best 
features from a selection of weather sections. To begin with 
it is a good idea to have a page number for the weather 
forecast given on page one so that readers will experience 
no delay or discouragement in using the section. Similarly 
it can be beneficial if the forecast occurs on the same page 
every day so that regular readers know where to turn to 
straight away. The back page would seem to be a logical 
choice. 

The two main types of map are the symbolic and 
synoptic charts, although the Irish Times has shown the 
usefulness of an historical map for locations all over Europe 
- but this map is really a luxury item depending on space 
and information availability. For any map there should be a 
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Afternoon Evening 

Today's weather 
A COLD FRONT is moving very slowly South-eastwards o•·er Ireland. Fore.:ust for today: Mild, cloudy 
and misty with outbreaks of rain and drizzle. A clearance to much cooler, fresher weather will reach the 
north-west during the morning and will extend only very slowly South-eastwards durin11 the afternoon and 
evening. Moderate to fresh South to South-west winds, gradually decreasing lighi to moderate. llishcst 
temperatures: 10' to 14' C. 

The week ahead 
BREEZY at times with occasional rain or showers, chieOy in the North and West. Becomins mostly dry 
and settled later in the week with lisht winds. but some nisht frost. 

European outlook 
WESTERN MEDITERRANEA!II: Generally dry, sunny. Maxima: 16' to 10' C. 
EASTERN MEI;)ITERRANEAN: Dry and mostly sunny. Max.: 18' to 24' C. 
ATLANTIC CdASTS: Cool and breezy in North at ftrst with occasional rain. Fair later. Max.: 10' to 15" 
C. Warm and mostly fair in South. Maxima: 18' to 24' C. 

Yesterday's noon tempe_r~tures 
Al1ane (Faro) 19C 66F sunny 
Alhcns t!IC 59F sunny 
!Barcelona 17C 63F sunny 
Belfast 13C !SF fair 
Belgrade 13C 55 F sunny 
Berlin 16C 61F sunny 
Biarritz 13C 73F sunny 
Brussels :lOC 68F sunny 
Capctown 18C SlF sunny 
Corfu 17C 63F sunny 
Cost11 del Sol 18C 64F sunny 
Crete 14C 57F fair 
Dublin I!IC 59F sunny 
Edlnbur&h llC 54F fair 

Eilal llC 72F sunny 
Gene•a ISC 59F sunn)· 
Gibrallar 17C 63F cloudy 
Innsbruck I!IC 59F sunny 
Jersey 17C 63F sunny 
l.as Palmas l8C BlF sunny 
l.lsbon 18C 641-' sunny 
l.ondon 19C 66F sunny 
Madeira 19C 66F fair 
Madrid 16(' 61 F fair 
Majorca IIJC 66F fair 
Malaga 18(' 64F sunny 
Malta 17C 631' fair 

Miami l-4C 75F sunny 
Moscow 7C 45F cloudy 
!llew York IJC 551-' cloudy 
Nice 17(' 63F sunny 
Nlcosla 17C 63F sunny 
Paris lOC 681' sunny 
Rome ISC 59F sunny 
Sydney lJC 73F fair 
Tangier 19C 66F sunny 
Tenerife lJC 73F sunny 
Tokyo 13C 55F cloudy 
\' alencia 16C 61 F cloudy 
\'en ice 14C 57 F sunny 

Figure 6. Weather Forecast, Sunday Independent, 18th February 1990 (actual size) 
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fine, clear, strong outline, a 
date and time for the forecast 
information contained, and a 
key for symbols and numbers. 
Ideally the land should be pale 
or left unshaded for clarity. 
The land outline itself should 
be accurate in a general sense 
but too much detail (such as 
small islands) is not necessary, 
although by the same token 
excessive distortion must be 
avoided. 

Two types of symbolic 
chart can be found, the more 
common being a blank map 
superimposed with pictorial 
devices to represent weather 
conditions, the less common 
using only wind arrows with 
temperatures, sometimes also 
including isobars (see Fig.l, 
the Cork Examiner). The lat
ter format is not as visually 
appealing and does not fulfil 
the same function of providing 
instant information about con
ditions, although wind arrows 
are useful in conjunction with 
pictorial symbols. In our view, 
a good combination would be 
to place clouds, suns etc. on 
the land, with a temperature 
range in clear print, and to lo
cate wind arrows around the 
coast- not in conjunction with 
temperatures because it is too 
confusing to have figures for 
these and wind speeds with 
each arrow (and besides, it is 
unnecessary for most people 
to know the temperature at 
sea). If space permits, how
ever, it would be helpful to 
include one-word descriptions 
such as "rough" or "calm" at a 
few locations around the 
coast, preferably on major 
ferry routes, but not for fishing 
grounds which need more de
tailed forecasts obtainable 
elsewhere. 

Many papers produce 
separate symbolic maps for 
different times of the day, 
either AM/PM or morning, 
afternoon and evening. This is 
a useful way in which to dis
play forecast information. 
Symbols themselves must be 
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. ~ . ®.. 
VEHY cold and brt>e~y. 1\foslly dry and sunny. but 
asulatt•d wantry ~howers will conlinut> tu affect Ulstt'r 
and North ('onnac·ht. Hight>st tempt•ratures 7 to ut· C, 
drnppm:; to rwar zero rnland l~t•fon• mulnight wrth a 
sharp frost. Mudt>ratt' tu frt>sh northwt•st wrnds wall 
slat•kt•n later. 

Tht• weather will ht> dry and St'ttll'd fnr murh of ttae 
cunung wt•t•k. r\ good deal of sunshrne hv dav but 
clear mghts Will ht:' l'old and frosty. Slat'k wands: some 
nuM or fog at mght, with a risk of smug m some urban 
an•as. :\ possalulity nf unaettll'd conditauns n•turnmg 
for next weekend. 

r--r-~r·. 

;/ 

wt:sn:RN Mt:DITERRANEAN: Cold and unset· 
tied with spt>lls of ram or showers. sometimes 
thundery. North or northeaat wind~. !\lax 7·12". 

ATLANTIC (:OASTS: Dry and 5ettlt:'d, good sunny 
spells. Coni m North IMax 10·16"). Warmer m South 
(!\lax H·lll"). Canaries Max 18·22". 

Algarve. 19 (661 cloudy l.labon, 17 (6:11 raar 
Athens. 20 (61!) sunny London. 13 (55) cloudy 
Barcelona; 15 (59) fair Madeira. Ill (6-11 faar 
Belgrade, 17 1631 sunny l\ladrad, 16 (61 1 raar 
Berhn. 10 1501 rloudy Malaga, 21 (70) fair 
Brussels. 9 (481 tloudy Malta, 18 (Sol) sunny 
Cologne. 10 (50) cloudy Miami. 22 (721 faar 
Copenhagen.!! <461 drilzle Moscow, 6 c-131 faar 
Corfu. Ill (6-11 f;jlr Munich. H 1571 sunny 
Costa Del Sol, 21 (70) fair New York. I (3-11 cloudy 
J)ublin. 7 c-151 fair Paris. 10 (50) cloudy 
t:dmbun::h. 6 (4:1) (air Rhodes. 19 (661 sunny 
Frankfurt, 11 (52) rloudy Roml', 16 (61 1 cloudy 
Ciihraltar, Ill lfil I r·lnurly Tt•l Aviv, 1!1 (1161 faar 
lnverne•s. 2 c:1111 •nnw Tokyo, 20 CIIH) clmuly 
l.as Palmas, 26 (791 sunny Tunas. 22 (72) sunny 

Figure 7. Weather Forecast, Sunday Press, 25th March 
1990 (actual size) 

as clear and simple as possible, drawn with fine strong lines. 
The "showers at night" problem can be overcome by using 
a moon symbol, instead of the sun, with the conventional 
cloud and rain, and the use of a single raindrop is to be 
preferred over diagonal lines for the sake of space, clarity 
and eliminating confusion with snow and hail. No matter 
how clear the symbols, a key is indispensable. 
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Synoptic charts need to focus on the area from which 
weather systems generally approach and therefore the ex
panse of the map chosen is very important If one constant 
base chart is to be used every day it would be most appro
priate for Ireland and Britain if it concentrated on regions 
to the south west, the direction of prevailing winds (see 
again the Cork Examiner, Fig.1), but the ideal would be to 
vary the land area and even the projection depending on 
wind direction and direction of weather system movement. 
Although the inclusion of a graticule is cartographically 
desirable, in practice it adds too much detail to the map. It 
is not needed for the specific purpose of the synoptic chart 
and is probably better left out. Isobars need not all be 
labelled, to avoid too much confusing line interruption, and 
pressure systems are perhaps better denoted by a single 
strong letter H or L rather than the whole word, for the sake 
of clutter. The direction of movement of fronts or the whole 
system is a useful addition, in the form of a short (space
saving) strong arrow (as in the Sunday Independent), and 
even the judicious use of a descriptive word such as "slow", 
again in the Sunday Independent (see Fig.6). 

Apart from the obvious quality of accuracy, simplicity 
and legibility should be the paramount criteria in the design 
of newspaper weather maps. Every component of the map 
must be included only on the basis of usefulness, clarity and 
user-friendliness. Clutter and unexplained, confusing sym
bols should be avoided, since they might well discourage 
the reader from even trying to understand the message in 
the map. Although it must be acknowledged that newspaper 
weather sections can have an educative function, this must 
be finely balanced against the danger of blinding the reader 
with science, and probably depends on the sector of the 
public at which the newspaper is aimed. 

Perhaps the ideal would be a presentation composed of· 
progressive levels of information - a short text, say, so that 
the casual scanner can decide whether to bring an umbrella 
or sunglasses, followed by a symbolic chart with details for 
different regions and an indication of which direction the 
whole system is moving, culminating in a synoptic chart 
showing a much larger area of the earth's surface, complete 
with pressure systems, wind directions and so on, so that 
the reader with time and expertise can make a personal 
analysis. If space was available for a large enough map (for 
clarity) details such as isobars and wind direction could also 
be included on the symbolic chart so that each isolated 
symbol could be seen in context. This would be an example 
of a map which was specifically designed to communicate 
layers of imformation depending on the viewer, with the 
prior knowledge that in many cases a proportion of the 
information would be "wasted". It should be obvious that a 
newspaper weather section following this pattern would be 
superior to TV broadcasts in the quantity and levels of 
information available. 
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Exhibition Celebrating Geographic Place Names 
Opens at Library of Congress, September 6th 1990 

From Bluebird Creek to Chargoggagoggmanchaugga
goggchaubunagungamaugg Lake, the names of natural and 
man-made geographic features are indispensable for letting 
us know "wherein the world" we are. "A World of Names", 
a major exhibition which opened at the Library of Congress 
on September 6th, tells the fascinating story of how geo
graphic places acquire their unique names. The exhibition, 
which comprises almost 300 items, celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of the Unites States Board on Geographic 
Names. It will remain on view in the Madison Gallery of 
the Library of Congress James Madison Memorial Building 
until January 15, 1991. 

Using a varity of items, including rare maps, explorers' 
journals, musical scores, government reports and case files, 
books, posters, prints, photographs, and artifacts, "A World 
of Names" explores four principle themes: the romance of 
names; the process by which names are applied to the 
landscape; conflicts in the adoption of names; and how 
names are standardised through the US Board on Geo
graphic Names. 

A special attraction of the exhibition is an interactive 
monitor which will allow vistors to retrieve selected names 
derived from the Geographic Names Information System 
(GNIS) maintained by the US Geological Survey atReston, 
Virginia, such as all the places in the United States named 
after George Washington. 
From Library of Congress press release 
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SysScan Completes Digital Mapping Contract for Lee 
Valley Water Co. 

The Lee Valley Water Company treats and pumps 310 
megalitres of water a day in an area of 2,200 square kilome
tres from North London to Hertfordshire, Bedfordshire and 
Essex. It also maintains 5,000 kilometres of pipeline 
needed to service all the Company's customers. 

Records maintenance, in particular, calls for precise 
positional information and until recently this had been 
accomplished using more than 4,000 'paper' O.S. plans 
traditionally dmughted with records information and ap
proximately 6000· associated large and small-scale record 
plans. Management was time-consuming, liable to error, 
labour-intensive and required considerable storage space. 

SysScan (UK) Ltd of Bracknell came up with a com
puter based solution which comprised far more than a 
conventional hardware/software system. They also pro
vided development consultancy and important bureau 
services to allow Lee Valley to customise and operate the 
system. Standard hardware is used throughout including a 
DEC (Digital Equipment Corporation) VAX 8200 with 5.5 
Gbytes disc storage and eight interactive workstations. 
SysScan 's digital mapping facility also forms part of the 
Company's Operational Management System. 

Before the system could function, Lee Valley's detailed 
library of 4,000 conventional basemaps at either 1:1250 or 
1:2500 scale had to be 'computerised'. This work would 
have required considerable resources to undertake in
house, but map capture was included in the contract with 
SysScan and recently completed by their bureau facility. 

The resulting Geographic Information System (GIS) 
allows access to map information on-screen on any of the 
eight workstations - six at Hatfield HQ and two at remote 
sites. The operator locates the required area via street index, 
grid reference or 'zooming in' from area maps. The infor
mation can be checked and then printed out locally using a 
colour printer or on the head office AO electrostatic plotter. 

Whereas in the past different scaled maps were 
draughted individually to highlight details, the computer 
can now produce maps to order. These can be generated to 
a variety of different scales with principal information 
located in the centre of the map (irrespective of conven
tional map boundaries) and into which can be incorporated 
specific map features and service information; for example, 
heavy plant access points along a proposed pipeline route, 
road and property boundaries. As well as providing maps 
for the Company staff, prints of maps are supplied to other 
utilities and local authorities as part of the utility street 
works notification procedures. The system also can pro
duce map data files for input to CAD (Computer Aided 
Design) to aid the design of major new pipeline schemes. 

For further information please contact: 
Clare Graham, SysScan Digital Systems 
SysScan House, Easthampstead Road 
Bracknell, Berks RG12 INS (Tel: 0344-424321) 
From Format Publicity press release 
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