
INDEXING THE TITHE MAPS OF ENGLAND AND WALES 
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This paper describes some current work-in-progress in map history at the University of Exeter. In the 
Society'sBulletinfor 1976, tithe surveys were reviewed as a source for reconstructing rural landscapes 
and economies and attention was drawn to a project to compile an atlas of agriculture in mid-nine
teenth-century England and Wales. This, together with a general handbook to the English and Welsh 
tithe surveys, has now been published.[ 1] This paper discusses the final phase of this work: to index 
and analyse all the tithe maps of England and Wales. 

Tithe surveys are among the most important manu
script sources used by English historical geographers and 
economic historians researching questions concerning land 
ownership, management and use, while to local historians 
concerned with the history of particular places, tithe maps 
provide early, large-scale maps for about three-quarters of 
English and Welsh parishes. In the Public Record Office, 
"tithe maps and related records continue to be the single 
most popular category of cartographic record for written 
enquiries and personal searches" .[2] 

County 

Tithe maps originated as a result of the Tithe Commu
tation Act, 1836 which reformed the way in which the 
established church was financed by a tax (the tithe) on local 
agricultural output In particular, the maps were compiled 
to provide a record of the liability of individual land parcels 
(usually enclosed fields or individual strips in open-field 
parishes) to pay a proportion of a parish's assessment 

In area covered, scale of compilation, and detail of 
content, these English and Welsh tithe surveys marked a 
new departure in government-sponsored cadastral sur-
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veying of the nation's land. (Figure 1) Notwithstanding 
these facts which render them such an important quarry of 
historical evidence, the potential user is not well-served 
with descriptive indexes or coverage maps of tithe surveys. 
(Figure 2) One of our aims is to make good this deficiency. 
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With the aid of a four-year grant from TheLeverhulme Trust 
we are compiling a guide listing a range of information 
about the areal coverage and topographic content of tithe 
maps and apportionments. This we hope will provide an 
essential research tool for users of tithe maps. In addition 
we are recording a large quantity of cartobibliographical 
data including the names of surveyors and valuers; the scale 
and technical/artistic characteristics of the maps; and the 
topographical data they contain. All the data are being 
entered on to a database (Figure 3) which will contain more 
than a million items.[3] 
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This database will be capable of further analysis to tell 
us more about the tithe maps as a body. We now know much 
about the way in which the tithe surveys of England and 
Wales were organised, how the map specifications were 
drawn up, and how the land surveys and map compilation 
were accomplished, but many questions still remain un
answered. These concern. matters such as map scale, 
particularly in relation to terrain character and cadastral 
complexity; the use of conventional symbols to record 
topographic and tenurial detail such as woodland, crops, 
settlements, buildings, fields and farm and estate boun
daries; the extent of individual surveyor's practices; and 
regional patterns of map and apportionment characteristics. 
Analysis of the indexes on dimensions such as these will 
enable the position of tithe maps within what is traditionally 
and rather loosely termed the 'family' of English estate, 
enclosure and tithe maps to be properly assessed. In a 
wider, international context, the middle years of the nine
teenth-century constituted an 'age of cadastral surveys' and 
marked a high point in the production and perfection of 
manuscript cadastral maps. Only when a complete and 
comprehensive listing and analysis of tithe survey charac
teristics has been undertaken can English and Welsh tithe 
maps and apportionments be assessed in the international 
context of such as the ancien cadastre of France, the plats 
and notes of the United States Federal Land Survey and 
other 'colonial' settlement surveys, the Swedish lantmateri
et, the verponding and Hollandse kadaster in the 
Netherlands, the Cleve and similar cadasters in the German 
lands and the Milanese, Josephine, and "stabile" surveys of 
the Austrian Habsburgs. 

This kind of analysis will be of interest to map histo
rians but the index will perhaps be of more general value as 
a guide to the contents and coverage of individual tithe 
surveys to help that large number of local historians who 
turn to the tithe map as a first point in researches to recon
struct the history of particular places - an activity which is 
becoming increasingly popular as leisure time increases and 
retirement comes earlier. Of particular value in this respect 
are the detailed coverage maps which Rodney Fry and I are 
constructing for each county which show the precise boun
daries of tithe districts. Obtaining accurate boundaries of 
parishes and townships is fraught with difficulties in the 
period before the large-scale maps of the Ordnance Survey 
were produced, i.e. from 1840 north of the Preston-Hullline 
but not until the 1880s in many southern districts. The third 
quarter of the nineteenth century was a period of significant 
boundary reform, particularly affecting parishes adjoining, 
or affected by, urban development. Tithe maps largely 
pre-date these changes and as such are one of the best 
sources for the boundaries of 'ancient' parishes. 

Boundaries for most of the country have been obtained 
from a set of Old Series Ordnance Survey one-inch maps 
now held in the PRO which were marked up with tithe 
district boundaries as each map passed through a series of 
accuracy checks in the London Tithe Office in the 1830s 
and 1840s. (Figure 4) For the area north of Hull-Preston, 
boundaries are obtained from the post-1840 County Series 
First Edition OS six-inch maps, while for a minority of 
places, boundaries are taken from the tithe maps themselves 
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to ensure complete accuracy. Each tithe district is identified 
by its Public Record Office Reference Number which also 
links it to the County Index Listings (Figure 5). For each 
county, a map is produced (Figure 6) indicating the boun
daries of each tithe district (mostly parishes in southern 
England and townships in the northern counties). The 
Index Diagrams are drawn on drafting film and from this a 
fllm positive is made using the Copyproof system. The film 
positive is contacted on to a photosensitive masking film 
(Autotype Fotostrip) which is used by the printer to apply 
a tint to highlight those areas in each county which possess 
tithe surveys and help distinguish these from unsurveyed 
areas. 

The intention of this brief note is to review the work in 
computer-assisted historical geography which we have 
been engaged on at the University of Exeter over the past 
ten years and which will occupy us for much of the next 
five! Our object is not one of computational or cartographic 
innovation but rather of applying established computational 
techniques to make possible projects of landscape recon
s~ction, data a_nalysis and document and map indexing 
which have previously defeated the traditional, manual data 
analysis techniques of the historical geographer. 

Notes 
1. RJ .P. Kain and H. C. Prince, The tithe surveys of 

England Wales (Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1985); RJ .P. Kain, An atlas and index of the tithe 
files of mid-nineteenth-century England and Wales 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986). 
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TDN Walton TAD 19.9.1839 
V AL Steelo, William and Wannop, Christopher TMD 1840? SCL 6 CLS 2 
Church yard/ Mossland named. Undivided common indicated. Disputed 
property at river's edge indicated. Map heavily annolated with names of 
properties rather lhan individual field names. Map also heavily coloured, it is 
unclear from APTwhal colour represents. Individual field boundaries may nol 
be shown in all cases. 
TDN Warwick PAR Warwick TAD 31.12.1840 
V AL Asquith, Richard; Carlisle: Cumberland: Surveyor 
TMD 1841 SCL 4 SUR R Asquith, Carlisle CLS I 
River coops/ 
TDN Walermillock PAR Greystoke TAD 30.9.1841 
VAL Lowry. Thomas Bames; w.alennillock; Clerk; Alkinson, Francis, Baring 
es4; Rampsbcck Lodge: Wmenmllock and Barker. John: Land agent; 
Greysloke. 
TMD 1843? SCL 8 CLS 2 
To~e~. public quarr~es. co~stline, waterfall?/ Surveyor provides a key to the 
dep1c11on of township. parash and county boundaries. 
TDN Welheral PAR Wetheral TAD31.12.1840 
V AL As4uith, Richard; Carlisle; Cumberland; Surveyor 
TMD 1842 SCL 4 
SUR Richd Asquith. Carlisle CLS I 
Ford, river coops. Abbey, boundary stones/ Township surveyed in two parts 
at same scale Part I is dated 1842, Part 2 is dated 1843. 
TDNWheddicar PARSt.Bees TAD23.4.1844 
V AL Benn, John; Monkwray; Whitchaven; Cumberland; Gent 
TMD 1847 SCL 4 CLS 2 
Mill, ~uarry/ In each field subject to tithe the surveyor details owner, 
occupier. field name and acreage. 
TDN Whicham TAD 29.11.1838 
V AL Geldart, Thomas; Stangred and Parke, George: Annaside; Whitback: 
Cumberland; Yeoman 
TMD 1838 SCL 3 SUR John Robinson, Bootle CLS I 
Mill. coastline/ Surveyor notes that one of the construction lines has been 
measured since 'the return of the plan' 
TDN Whilbeck CAT P TAD 10.12.1838 
VAL Hodgkin, William; Bridgstones: Drigg and Caddy. John; Raigholm: 
Muncaster: Cumberland 
TMD 1839 SCL 3 SUR John Robinson, Bootle CLS I 
Coastline/ Surveyor has added note on the placing of triangulation lines in 
some cases. He notes the 'morass' wa'i 'not possible to chain'. Some field 
boundaries shown with double solid lines. 
TDN Whilehaven PAR St. Bees TAD 23.4.1844 
V AL Moore, John: Whitehaven; Cumberland: Surveyor 
TMD 1847 SCL I CLS 2 
Castle. castle gardens. manufactories, market places, hol balhs, old and new 
quays. piers, harbour, timber slip. sleps, grunary yard. marine school. 
workhouse, High Meeting house, jeuies, putent slip, ship building yard, ore 
ya"!, lodge/ Map fonms an extremely detailed street plan. Harbour layout 
pa111cularly clearly pol1rayed. Also unusual are details of steps to buildings 
and harbour. 
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2. The thirtieth annual report of the Keeper of Public 
Records on the work of the Public Record Office (Lon
don: HMSO, 1989): 14. 

3. Prime Computers INFORMATION database. 

List of Figures 
1. Numbers of tithe surveys by counties in England and 

Wales. County units are those recognised by the Tithe 
Commission c.1840; the distribution of tithe surveys at 
the county scale broadly mirrors that of places enclosed 
by parliamentary act c.1750-1835 as the opportunity 
was usually taken to commute tithes at the same time as 
enclosing commonable lands. 

2. An extract from the Public Record Office search room 
catalogue of tithe surveys which has been published by 
the List and Index Society (in two parts, 1971 and 1972). 
This was originally prepared by the Tithe Redemption 
Commission and lists places with tithe surveys but 
provides no indication of where the boundaries of each 
place were, how much of a parish/township is covered 
by the map or what information the map and associated 
tithe apportionment contain. 

3. Part of the two page, 70-field form on which data are 
recorded prior to entry to the database. These entries 
relate to the basic descriptions such as name, date, 
valuer, acreages surveyed, nature of tithe exemptions, 
etc. 

4. Part of PRO IR105 sheet 47 showing tithe districts in 
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the area of Bletchley and Stony Stratford in Bucking
hamshire. These maps were compiled by the Tithe 
Commission in the 1840s and 1850s as each tithe map 
was submitted to them for checking. (Public Record 
Office, Crown Copyright). 

5. An edited extract from the database for some parishes 
and townships in Cumberland. 

6. Boundaries of tithe districts in Cumberland. Compiled 
by R.EJ. Fry. 

Figure 6 
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