
SUMMER SCHOOL 89 - Some personal impressions 

L.W. Lewis 

The following notes are a record of events as they appear on immediate reflection. They are also slanted 
to reflect the views of an exhibitor rather than a delegate of the summer school. 

The journey from Landford to Milton Keynes was recorded 
as 120 miles. It took about 2 and a half hours non stop, ex
cept for a few frustrations at repetitious roundabouts at 
Milton Keynes itself. 

The Exhibition 
The exhibition was set up well before delegates arrived 

for the reception. This was held in the area of the exhibition 
and ensured all those present realised that such an area 
existed. The exhibition was confined mainly to wall dis
plays. Two firms were exhibiting a variety of drawing aids 
- Home Counties Visual and Mecanorma Graphic Arts. The 
displays were interesting, without them the room would 
have been a little empty. Apart from displays by various aca
demic institutions I noted with interest that of 
Geomorphological Services Limited, who also had repre
sentatives attending the School. Mapping Awareness had a 
display, and a copy of the July/ August edition was included 
in each handout to the students upon registration. This was 
when I realised that we had neglected to avail ourselves of 
adding a leaflet to that of the collection of information. 
Whilst I had "forgotten" so to do, the organisers had also 
missed the opportunity to make participation more attrac
tive to commercial interests by offering such a service. The 
majority of other commercial interest was from publishers. 

The exhibition was separated from the lecture hall. 
However, the pedestrian walkways were under cover. Had 
the weather not been as perfect as it chanced then the dele
gates could easily have visited the exhibition without 
inconvevience. The opening reception was held in the ex
hibition area as were some of the coffee breaks later. Just 
as an aside, the perfect layout from a commercial standpoint 
(which I have never yet seen!) would be to have the exhibi
tion in an area which led to and from the lecture hall(s), and 
be the ONLY place w .ere the participants could obtain re
freshments. My only criticism of this school in this respect 
would be that not ALL coffee breaks were in the exhibition 
area. Reasons for this are quite apparent and appreciated. 
The facility to use the external phone was appreciated. 

The Summer School 
Use was made of the coach service after getting to 

Cranfield on the Monday evening. This saved further ex
periences of confusion with the Milton Keynes 
roundabouts. Accomodation at 
Mitchell Hall at Cranfield was 
luxurious, carpeted throughout 
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The lounge area was tasteful. Meals had waitress service, 
as opposed to the anticipated cafeteria style. The food var
ied from acceptable to good. Unfortunately, the least 
appetising meal was the annual dinner, which had an excel
lent meat content, poor vegetables and a not too 
adventurous menu. The cauliflower looked remarkably like 
carrots. The company was good and the event was en
joyable. 

The Annual General Meeting on Tuesday evening (and 
nearly into Wednesday morning!) was a quite remarkable 
event. This was mainly due to the contentious (but ulti
mately successful) attempts to rename the Society by 
cutting out reference to University, and in the process re
moving the reduced privileges of associate membership for 
non-academic practitioners. Despite strongly expressed 
fundamentally opposed views and several near disastrous 
challenges on points or order, the civilised conduct of all 
those present gave calm acceptance of the outcome. I felt 
that the Chairman in particular was exemplary and showed 
patience far beyond the call of duty. 

Conclusions 
The event was worth attending, maybe not from a sell

ing viewpoint, but it showed a different facet of the 
cartographic field . People seen at the Summer School 
generally showed an interest in the stereoscope with com
ments like ... "I used one of those when I was at college" ... 
However, few seemed to make active use at present in their 
departments. 

The main topic of conversation was computers, and 
desk top publishing in particular, which most seemed to be 
handling. MACS seemed to be the favourites (Apple Ma
cintosh that is). I feel that this area is where most 
departments are spending money on a wide and regular 
basis. 

Next years school is to be held at Portsmouth Polytech
nic. A decision must ultimately be made by my company on 
whether to support the summer school in 1990. Hopefully, 
if we do, we will finally contact the elusive users of basic 
mirror stereoscopes as a result of this meting. 

The Society of Cartographers (nee Society of 
UNIVERSITY Cartographers) is a close knit collection of 
kindred spirits avoiding (so far) the pitfalls of most Learned 
or Professional representative bodies. 
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