
LEnER TO THE EDITOR 
Alan Bartlett 

Returning from a strenuous 25th anniversiary SUC 
Summer School - consisting of 4 days of associated carto
graphic knowledge, and volatile debate on the change of 
name for the Society - I chose to take a closer look at a copy 
of the Bulletin. During the brief AOB of the AGM (and at 
a very late hour) I had questioned the content of ourppraised 
journal, other than the excellent reviews section. 

The Society's constitution claims (to quote): 
"and in particular promoting and maintaining high standards 
of cartographic illustration. To further this object, the Society 
produces the following publications: The Bulletin, ..... " 

I challenged that the standards of cartographic illustra
tion in the journal were poor. This was intended as no 
discredit to the Editor, who can only publish what is sub
mitted. Throughout the Bulletin there are pages of facts and 
figures, codes and data, plus credits to one machine or sys
tem over another. Surely there should also be examples of 
the 'high standards of cartographic illustration' referred to 
in the constitution. The examples included are no credit to 
modem methods and do not impress. Do people not have a 
pride in the end product anymore? I appealled to members 
to have pride in their work enough to offer some up for pub
lication as examples. It need not be specially prepared for 
the Bulletin, but could be examples of 'everyday' produc-
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tion, with perhaps details of time involved and methods of 
production. I have noticed that the title 'cartographer' rare
ly appears in the credits of authors of material in the 
Bulletin. Can we hope that the professionalism of cartogra
phers lives on, and that this may encourage cartographers, 
whether sue or SoC, to be proud of their work enough to 
publish it. Or will packages like GIMMS make all maps 
look the same? If the maps and illustrations to which I in
itially referred are examples, then God help us! 

Three illustrations are appended as examples of work 
produced, not as a challenge, but to stimulate and hopefully 
encourage members to show examples of their profession
alism. The method of production is not at issue. Just for the 
record these brief extracts are from over 200 from 2 Geo
graphy text books by Dr R.S. Mathieson. They were hand 
drawn, for 3 to 2 reduction. The lettering was written direct
ly in position with a brush. Numbering and initials were 
done by stencil. The materials were poster black on tracing 
linen. It was produced far faster than could be done by Le
traset or stick-on typeset text. It may be noted that an 
Egyptian face was used, emphasizing that it is not necess
ary to employ a multitude of typefaces to give character to 
a map. 
References: 
R.S. Mathieson, The Soviet Union: an economic geo
graphy, Heinemann and Harper and Row. 
G. Dory, R.S. Mathieson, United States & Canada, Heine
mann. 
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