
THE SUC: 1964 TO 1989 
Carson-Clarke, Terry Garfield, Jack Render, and Eila M J Campbell 

The following mini-papers were presented as keynote speeches on the occasion of the SUC's 25th An
niversary Summer School, at Milton Keynes (OU), on 4th September 1989. They review the founding of 
the society and some of its history. 

LIFE BEFORE THE SUC 
What was the standing of the University Cartographer 

before the formation of the Society of University Cartogra
phers? He or she worked in comparative isolation, 
described as one whose ability was "to assist the Academic 
Geographer in the preparation of maps", and they had to 
possess a high degree of "manual dexterity" - a derogatory 
term used frequently by academics to emphasise their view 
of the inferiority of all non-academic staff. It should be 
borne in mind that most, if not all, were at that time em
ployed in technical staff roles in the Universities, some 
years had to elapse before the great institution the "Poly
technic" was to appear. 

These and other attitudes led to the feeling of isolation 
experienced by all of these lone cartographers, usually only 
one per University Geography Department (where at that 
time most where employed), with the exception of some of 
the London Universities, where the situation was much bet
ter due to the numbers of cartographic staff employed. 

To give a personal illustration, my entry into Univer
sity life came after 2 years as a Surveyor with the Forestry 
Commission, 3 years on Ordnance Survey large scale draft
ing, and I was currently attending a College of Art in order 
to improve my design and artistic skills. I was a professional 
cartographer accustomed to discussing and sharing with 
colleagues in the general way in which people of the same 
profession enjoy sharing and discussing. 

Nothing in my previous work experience could have 
prepared me for the new situation I was to experience on 
joining a University. Far from being treated as a profes
sional cartographer, at 24 years of age the new boy was also 
tea boy and odd job man. 

Not surprisingly I can now see with the benefit of hind
sight that my new colleagues were equally unsure of 
themselves. The only positive lead came from the excellent 
head of department Professor F J Monkhouse, under whose 
tutelage I was greatly encouraged in my profession and role 
in the department In the course of 10-12 years the totally 
unsatisfactory situation had been transformed into a mod
em, ~fficient, fully co-ordinated carto-photo-repro unit, 
meebng all the varied needs of an expanding department. 

In these early days the lone cartographer was actively 
discouraged from making contact with any other similarly 
placed cartographer, and only when a publication was 
shared between authors working in separate universities 
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was it at all possible to speak with one's opposite number. 
Then one could discuss questions of style, design and let
tering to be used on the maps, which were mostly 
illustrations prepared for publication in textbooks at this 
time. 

So, as can be seen, there was a tremendous need to get 
together with other professional colleagues and to establish 
some form of uniformity of style and design. Early on in 
the attempts to form some sort of society of cartographers 
training and qualifications formed an integral part of our as
pirations. 

The head of my department, Professor Monkhouse (ex 
Liverpool University) had earlier introduced me to Alan 
Hodgkiss, who was also later to play a major role in the es
tablishing of SUC. With approval obtained from my head 
of department, I wrote to Alan and sent some suggestions 
for possible training and qualifications, and invited him to 
send his ideas in return. Alan 's head of department at Liver
pool was Robert Steele, and he agreed that a co-operative 
arrangement between Southampton and Liverpool's 
University cartographic staff should exist. 

When some sort of standards and training ideas were 
formulated, an approach was made to the Institute of 
Science Technology, an Institute already recognised by the 
Universities. The resulting course became known as the 
Southampton cartographic training course. The course 
covered a brief history of cartography, basic principles and 
elements of cartography. I leaned heavily for source materi
al on Professor Robinson's famous work Elements of 
Cartography. I wrote to him telling him how much I ap
preciated his excellent work and he returned his good 
wishes for the venture. The course was used for training 
each new trainee cartographer in the Southampton Depart
ment of Geography, and just a few other departments in the 
UK were able to make use of this facility. There were many 
difficulties in the organistaion and administration of the 
course. Although the primary element was by correspond
ence, on a practical level all attempts to get even half day 
get-togethers with interested parties failed. It had to be in 
our own time and no funds were available to assist partici
pants. 

This was just one example of various attempts at 
achieving some sort of training which would enable univer
sity cartographers to achieve a consistent standard of 
cartographic illustration. To quote from Arthur Robinson: 

'The map must be legible, the symbolism or notation must 
be suited to the objective of the map, and the whole must be 
fitted together to make an efficient communication." 

Many were the disappointments and frustrations in the 
years prior to the advent of the ftrst meeting of the Society 
of University Cartographers, and none of us could see how 
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exactly we should move forward. Gradually more and more 
contact began to be made, particularly with those working 
in isolated situations. At one stage we estimated that around 
30 cartographers must be employed in the various univer
sities. 

Reactions and feedback began to come back to me, and 
Alan Hodgkiss heard that the subject had been raised with
in such an august body as the Institute of British 
Geographers at their annual meeting. Some felt we might 
be a militant or at least subversive group of people who 
should be carefully watched. However, this was not the 
view held by Frank Monkhouse and Robert Steele, and in 
1963 when a questionnaire was prepared by myself and 
Alan Hodgkiss it was countersigned by our respective heads 
of department Responses to the questionnaire were gener
ally encouraging, and this was probably the most important 
move towards the events of 1964 which led to the estab
lishment of the sue. 

It should be noted that many of us felt that as founder 
members of the British Cartographic Society (in 1963) 
that maybe we should fmd our particular niche in the larger 
organisation, but this was not to be. That Society was estab
lished with a far wider catholic taste in mind. 

Early in 1964, when all the infonnation regarding car
tographic staff within the UK had been assembled, we had 
a somewhat surprise invition from John Keates to a weeks 
course in cartography at the Department of Geography at 
the University of Glasgow. This was attended by 21 carto
graphers, from 14 different university departments. During 
the course of this week those present decided to fonn aNew 
Society to be named the Society of University Cartogra
phers. Much discussion took place on the name for the 
society, but sue was born. Those of us who founded the 
Society look back with gratitude to the three cartographers, 
John Keates, Gordon Petrie and Michael Wood, who pro
vided the stimulus and gave us a push in the right direction. 

The first issue of the Society's Bulletin was published 
in November 1964. The covers were made of blue dyeline 
paper and the pages were simply stencil duplicator pages, 
but it represented a real landmark to those of us who had 
aspired to have our own society and had at last achieved at 
least the beginnings of it The Bulletin was published with
out fmancial support under the very capable Editorship of 
Alan Hodgkiss. The Chairmanship was in the respected 
hands ofRoy Versey, and the Secretary was of course Terry 
Garfield, who has remained a constant guide and very hard 
working member of the Society. 

At a later date the Walis Award was generously pro
vided by David Wallis (of Smvey and General Instruments) 
to be presented for the best piece of cartographic work sub
mitted by amemberoftheSociety. This was again a tangible 
demonstration of our aim to improve cartographic standards 
within the Universities. 

Looking back today those of us who had a small part 
to play in seeing the establishment of the Society of Univer
sity Cartographers would still like to pay tribute to all the 
many people that encouraged us to press on. Only the pres
ent day inheritors of sue can decide if it was worth it 

Carson Clarke 
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THE EARLY YEARS 

This will inevitably be more about the early years than 
the present day. There was an upsurge in cartographic inter~ 
est in the country in the early sixties, a cartographic 
awakening if you like. A signiflcant cartographic event took 
place in September 1963 when a meeting was held at Stam
ford Hall (Leicester University) by invitation of Professor 
Pye, Head of the Geography Department, of interested 
members of the cartographic profession from all over the 
country. 

At this meeting in which John Keates, Lecturer in To
pographic Science at the University of Glasgow, was a 
leading protagonist, it was decided to fonn the British Car
tographic Society. There are several people present today 
from that meeting, and no doubt one or two more 
throughout the week. John Keates was later to become Edi
tor of the BCS JOURNAL and eventually President of the 
BCS. 

In the following September he organised a "SUMMER 
SCHOOL IN PRACTICAL CARTOGRAPHY" at the 
University of Glasgow, details of which are referred to else
where. Following informal discussions in the Senior 
Common Room one evening John Keates suggested we 
ought to fonn our own group, and thus the SOCIETY OF 
UNIVERSITY CARTOGRAPHERS was formed, its 
stated aims being "to promote and maintain a high standard 
of cartographic illustration". The meeting was held on 25th 
September, and 17 members from 10 institutions were pres
ent - it lasted 2 and a half hours. 

The first Chainnan was Roy Versey from UC London. 
I was in the combined office of Secretary/Treasurer (as 
membership grew a separate office of Treasurer was cre
ated and Guy Kingdon from Portsmouth Polytechnic was 
appointed to that post in 1969). He was Treasurer for many 
years, and it was largely due to his efforts that the Society 
was financially viable. Sadly, Guy died in 1987- he would 
have been extremely pleased to be present at this 25th an
niversary. We were a small but enthusiastic band; without 
the enthusiasm we could not hope to carry on. With 36 mem
bers in 1965 (7 are still members today), we were to grow 
steadily to our present number of 214. From the beginning 
we tried to encourage overseas members. Oliver Dixon IFE, 
Nigeria, was a founder member. Later he became a lecturer 
at Portsmouth Polytechnic, and is now in commercial car
tography. 

A branch was formed as SUC CANADA - and for a 
time there was much interest in Africa and Australia. Cer
tainly cartographic interest was strengthened in these 
continents and North America, and cartographic organisa
tions were formed there. 

Leicester was to figure signiflcantly in these events. I 
was originally Secretary/Treasurer, then Secretary for 11 
years, and then Chairman for 4 years. The sue owes a lot 
to Professor Norman Pye and the interest and help that he 
was prepared to give to the Society. 

The Bulletin has been with us since that year, although 
the numbered volumes didn't start until 1966. Alan Hodg
kiss from Liverpool put his heart and soul into the job of 
Editor. In the early Bulletins I included short descriptive 
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notes on publications that had proved useful at Leicester, 
and which I thought would be of interest to members. FroJl!. 
these small beginnings the Reviews section has developed 
and I have been Reviews Editor for the duration. The Bul
letin was well received and has been the flagship of the 
Society over the years; For several .years the Bulletin itself 
was typed in Leicester and the Reviews section alone for a 
longer period. Proceedings of the Summer School were 
published for several years and a Newsletter was started 
early on. 

Occasional one-day meetings were specially arranged, 
and day and half-day visits. These were organised by will
ing members in various parts of the country. Anne 
Lowcock from Manchester was particularly interested in 
this idea and was always a willing organiser. At this junc
ture I ought to express our thanks to Anne for becoming our 
Archivist, collecting together and keeping an invaluable 
photographic record of SUC events over the years. 

The highlight of the Society year is the Summer 
School, and the ftrSt one was organised by Alan Hodgkiss 
at Liverpool. It was intended from the beginning to include 
in this a practical element, a day of field excursions/visits 
pertaining to our links with Geography, and a special occa
sion in the Annual semi-formal dinner with speeches. We 
have had a series of outstanding Summer Schools all over 
the country, with two particular highlights being Rotterdam 
and Dublin, plus of course, the exciting venture to the 
United States by kind invitation of Noel Diaz (ofUCLA) in 
1987. 

Rotterdam was a tremendous step forward into the un
known, made possible by the growing international flavour 
of the membership and the fact that Chris Moore (ex Port
smouth Polytechnic) was the Chief Cartographer at the 
Economic Geography Institute. We were made very wel
come by the Royal Dutch Cartographic Society and shared 
a joint day's programme with them.1 

The Summer School has been held in 24 different 
venues to date, with Leicester the only place to have hosted 
twice, bringing the total to 25. 

From the fiist introductory meeting in 1964, the ques
tion of training and qualifications have always been at the 
forefront of our thinking, as the following minute shows: 

''Training of Juniors: much discussion arose on this topic. it 
was one of the most important functions of the Society, as a 
good training scheme would ensure a high standard of carto
graphy in the future. It was decided to look fully into 
workable schemes, to obtain ideas from everyone and to see 
if a nationally recognised scheme could be adopted. All heads 
of deparlments would be informed of this at a later dare. Ideas 
on the training of Juniors should be pooled and modified ac
cordingly. Mr Versey suggested that ideas be sent to the 
secretary. There was much discussion on the question of who 
would do the training ind how it could be done. Some stand
ardisation was obviuosly needed.'.z 

It may seem incomprehensibile now, but we were ac
tually in the process of setting up our own training scheme, 
with all its attendent problems. 

Standards were in our mind when the Wallis Award 
was implemented in 1975, and Dr Roy Boud (Leeds) was 
the first winner. Here again Leicester comes to mind as the 
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only department to have hosted 3 winners. 
Training eventually became recognised as a national 

issue, and due to the efforts and encouragement of Profes
sor Kirk, formerly at Leicester and then Queens Belfast and 
then secretary of the mG, we were represented at the orig
inal discussions at the Royal Society. Throughout the life of 
the Joint Committee we were represented through Carson 
Clarke and Biki Walson. I would like to record here the 
debt that the SUC owes to Mrs Wilson, for her efforts in the 
educational field over the years on our behalf. 

Towards the end of 1978 Professor William Kirk wrote 
a fmal report on the dissolution of the Joint Committee for 
Education in Cartography. In it he wrote that "those indi
viduals involved in the founding discussions in the 
mid-sixties should, I think, be reasonably satisfied with the 
outcome." These sentiments can also be applied to the 
founding members of the Society of University Cartogra
phers. The Society today is an active, lively body which has 
its own part to play in influencing the development of its 
own particular sector of cartography and fulfils this role, I 
think, with success. 

We have been extremely fortunate in our choice of 
Honorary Presidents- they have all been good friends of the 
Society and extremely helpful. Our Chairmen, Officers and 
all Committee Members have always been devoted workers 
for the Society but without the members we would not exist 
and thriughout our first 25 years they have been particular
ly supportive and our thanks are due to all of them. 

Finally, we should place on record the help received 
actively in the organisation of the Summer Schools, and 
cmtinually behind the scenes, from our Geography Depart
ments and Departmental Heads. We were originally created 
through this geographical interest, and I hope this primary 
link continues and flourishes. 

NOTES 
1 See paper by T Garfield, "Cartography in Univer

sities and Polytechnics in the British Isles with special 
reference to the Society of Univeristy Cartographers", in 
Proceedings of the SUC Summer School-Rotterdam, 1980. 

2 From the minutes of the meeting held on 25th Sep
tember 1964. 

Terry Gartield 

SUC PRODUCTIONS 
Throughout the history of the Society the Bulletin has 

had an important role as link to members of the Society. 
From the first issue described by Carson Clarlce to the pres
ent the Bulletin has gone from strength to strength. It now 
has an international circulation of 500 copies, being rough
ly half to members and half to subscribers. 

In the 25 years the Editorship has passed from Alan 
Hodgkiss to myself, and then on via Andrew Tatham and 
Bob PatTy to its present editor - Steve Chilton. Throughout 
this period the commm link has been the Reviews section, 
which has always been edited by Terry Garfield. Such is the 
growth of the Society that there are now separate posts of 
advertising and subscriptions managers. The other common 
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feature has been the constant appeals from editors for more 
contributions, although there has always eventually been 
enough material to produce the issues. 

By the time the Bulletin was edited by myself at Port
smouth Polytechnic the production had improved to one of 
photo-reduced typescript We even managed to include 
some "colour supplements" and advertising leaflets. Well 
remembered are the label sticking sessions and the parades 
to the Post Office to distribute the Bulletins. All the while 
economy of production was important in such a small so
ciety, with the thrift of Treasurer Guy Kingdom always a 
spur to greater efforts. In this respect we have always been 
fortunate in recieving so much goodwill and active help 
from our host departments. 

There have been several spinoff products from the So
ciety over the years, including the booklet (Map 
Preparation) and the videos produced by John Hunt at the 
Open University. 

Whilst it has been easy to look back on the last 25 years, 
it is surely impossible to speculate on the cartographic 
world of 25 years hence, but it is an interesting exercise, 
and we will have to repeat this process of looking back. 

Jack Render 

PRESIDENT'S VIEW 
It is always difficult to look back objectively down the 

avenue of time. Academician I.P. Gerassimov of Moscow 
once told me that one should look back only to go forward 
with greater alacrity. I fmd it difficult to believe that the So
ciety of University Cartographers (SUC) is 25 years of age 
because it still retains perhaps the most important attribute 
of youth - enthusiasm. 

As you well know, the sue was founded within a year 
of the British Cartographic Society (BCS). Several of those 
who founded the SUC were members of the BCS, but they 
believed that cartographers working in university depart
ments of geography and geology- 25 years ago no technical 
college or polytechnic had a cartographer- needed a society 
of their own, one that would cater for their particular needs. 
One must remember that in 1964 few, if any, cartographers 
or cartographic draughtsmen/women in the UK had re
ceived a formal training in the work that they were expected 
to carry out. Most of the more senior cartographers of the 
day had 'trained' themselves. In the larger departments, the 
more experienced cartographers trained their younger col
leagues. At the time, there were no full-time or part-time 
cartography courses in institutions such as Luton Technical 
College or Oxford Polytechnic. The young university car
tographers had no corporate identity, and their was little 
done for them. Those working on their own without another 
cartographer-colleague often felt isolated. I mention all this 
because I believe that in 1964 the SUC fulfilled both the 
need for, and the want of, an organisation that would bring 
together young cartographers, most of whom were working 
in university departments of geography, give them a corpor
ate identity and increase their professional status. The SUC 
has achieved all this. 

Members of the SUC have always emphasised the 
friendly and informal nature of the Society. There is no rea-
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son why the Society should change even if it decides to drop 
the word 'University' from its name in order to extend full 
membership to 'all persons engaged in cartography, carto
graphic reproduction and the care of maps in the fields of 
education, local government and the private and public sec
tors'. But change it will. The Society may well have 
difficulty in convincing young cartographers working in, 
for example, local government or the private sector that they 
should join the 'Society of Cartographers' rather than the 
BCS. The newly named society might be well advised to 
campaign for members among young cartographic trai
nees/students before they qualify, and perhaps give them a 
reduced subscription during the first three years that they 
are in post! 

There is need for the SUC to be different from the BCS 
and to retain a uniqueness - unpopular as the word may 
sound to some of you. At present, the SUC is notable for its 
annual summer school and its twice yearly BuUetin. The 
sunmer schools have always been excellent However, as 
the years have passed, the summer schools have changed -
the wolkshop element has diminished and the the annual 
'summer' gatherings are now more akin to a conference or 
a symposium than to a summer school. The 1970s and 
1980s have seen fundamental changes , as digital and auto
mated cartography has become dominant 

The sue has always been closely associated with geo
graphy and geology departments in institutions of higher 
education. It is thus not surprising that the four honorary 
presidents to date - in order of serving: Robert Steele, Eila 
CampbeU, Bill Kirk and Chris Board - have held posts 
in geography departments during the time of their 
presidency. We are all very conscious of the honour the SUC 
afforded us in inviting us, and each of us has very much en
joyed the association with you all. 1\vo of your honorary 
past presidents (Steele and Kirk) were presidents of the In
stitute of British Geographers, and two (Board and 
Campbell) are, or were, chairmen of the British National 
Committee for Geography's Subcommittee for Carto
graphy - i.e. the UK's link with the International 
Cartographic Association. 

The sue enjoys a high standing in the international 
world of cartographers. Mainly it is known because of the 
BuUetin. Unfortunately, over the years few members of the 
SUC have been able to attend ICA Conferences, partly, if 
not entirely, due to the high cost. But in 1991, as many of 
you will know, the ICA will meet in Bournemouth, and 
hopefully some of you will be able to go. Attending an ICA 
meeting is an interesting experience. One meets cartogra
phers from all parts of the world. Here I should perhaps 
emphasise that papers read are not 'elitist' in any way. If 
you have a paper which falls within the Bournemouth Con
ference's tenns of reference, I urge you to offer it in good 
time. There will be a poster sessions as well at the con
ference. 

Before I end I should like to wish the Society another 
25 years of success, and express the hope that I shall be alive 
and fit enough to attend your 50th Anniverary meeting in 
2014! 

EUa M J Campbell 
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