
MACINTOSH MAGAZINES - A REVIEW 
Graham Allsopp 

Over the past year, the growth of the Apple Macintosh market has been demonstrated by the number of 
magazines devoted to the Mac. All the magazines seem to divide into the same basic sections- news, 
software reviews, general articles on Mac computing, and articles by staff or guest writers. With this 
in mind, I thought a back-to-back comparison of the 5 titles currently available would be useful. 

This review concentrates on the 5 most widely avail
able titles specific to the Apple Macintosh. Necessarily, this 
is a personal, subjective evaluation. All are based on the 
September 1989 issues, and I apologise in advance to IBM
based and non-UK readers! 

Apple Business: 
Published monthly by Emap Business Publications 

(01-251-6222). Cover price £2.00, though a controlled dis
tribution (ie free) card is included in every issue. 

News: Multimedia at Mac World, Boston; Portable 
and Ilci machines out 21 September; BlueMAQ clone ar
rives in U.K. 

Articles: Multimedia; Faxes; OCR packages; Europe 
1992. 

Reviews: 4th Dimension 2.0; HP Desk Writer; Virtual; 
Mail & Save; PAMO; PhotoMac; Mac Emulators; Mac
Cadd; Mitsubishi G650 colour printer; Adobe Collectors 
Edition - Patterns & Tints. 

Questions & Answers: 1 page. 

Mac Magazine: 
Published monthly by Reed Business Publishing 

Group; cover price £1.95. Available under controlled dis
tribution (0444-441212 for circulation). 

News: Apple/Hewlett-Packard lawsuit; Cricket Soft
ware taken over; Apple sells Adobe shares. 

Articles: SuperCard; Pixel Paint; Health issues on the 
Mac; inits and cdevs; Hard disk back-up. 

Reviews: Omnis 5; Rapport; Personal Writer graphics 
tablet; Symantec Anti-Vrrus software; Database; Vantage; 
MathCAD; Quark XPress 2.1; Photo Mac. 

Hints & Tips: 2 pages 

Mac News: 
Published fortnightly by VNU Business Publications 

(01-439-4242). No cover price- available free-of-charge 
to 'professional and business users', or on annual subscrip
tion (£42 per annum). 

News: Apple slashes UK prices; Launch of 4th 
Dimension 2.0; UK Multimedia; Upgrade of Page Maker 
(3.5 &4.0). 

Articles: Training; Europe 1992; Maths and Modell
ing. 

Reviews: PhotoMac; Page Maker 3.5; Mail & Save. 
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Mac User: 
Published fortnightly by Dennis Publishing. Cover 

price £1.95. "Available free-of-charge to corpomte com
puter buyers" (Circulation: 01-580-8908). 

News: Boston Mac World and Multimedia; Macs at the 
Daily Mail. 

Articles: Commercial clip-art; Networking; DTP 
Bureaux; Removable Hard Disks. 

Review: Studio/1; Showcase FIX; Jackie; Colony. 
Hints + Tips: 2 pages; 
Questions & Answers: 1 page. 

Mac World: 
Published monthly by CW communications (01-831-

9252). Cover price £2.00. Available under controlled 
distribution. 

News: Mac World Boston; Apple portable due Septem
ber. 

Articles: Adobe/Apple System 7 fonts; Apple pricing; 
Networking; Comparison of seven drawing packages; Col
our screens; Communications. 

Reviews: VIrtual; HP ScanJet Plus; Super Paint 2.0; 
Agfa P3400PS printer. 

Mac Fundamentals : 4 pages 

Commentary 
As you can see, the coverage overlaps considerably

to be expected in software reviews, but also in articles. 
Networking and 1992 both appear in two magazines and 
often many smaller articles are duplicated. Two of the tit
les (Mac Magazine and MacWorld) depend heavily on 
sister American publications for copy (MacUser (USA) and 
MacWorld (USA) respectively}, though apart from some 
availability and pricing differences, this is not real detri
ment 

Until recently Mac User was the only title available and 
the recent competition has done much to improve it over the 
past 12 months. It is still the only title to carry adverts for 
grey imports - bringing it into direct conflict with Apple 
UK, and causing the establishment of an Apple-backed rival 
to the MacUser Show- the Mac World Expo. (Incidentally, 
Mac World carries adverts for both MacUser Show and its 
own Expo). As a source of pricing details for both UK and 
grey software and hardware it is unrivalled. Additionally, 
it is informative and readable, and of direct relevance to the 
day-to-day user. 
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Apple Business and Mac Magazine however have 
more of the feel of a magazine written by journalists for 
managers. Although both of them have interesting articles 
and reviews, they never seem to be quite as comprehensive 
as you need. Additionally, both have a worrying habit of 
some reviews appearing on (or before) release of productS, 
others months afterwards. 

mative. Very good as a quick read. 
So the best? As I said in the preamble, this has to be a 

personal (and subjective) opinion. As 4 of the 5 tides are 
available free on controlled distribution, there is no hann in 
subscribing to all. As for Mac User - I personally still fmd 
it the best Oust!), and until recently saved every issue for 
reference purposes. However, I will consider very carefully 
before renewing my subscription - most of the ground is 
covered by other tides, and I think it will have to consider
ably widen its controlled distribution network to retain its 
cmrent marlcet share. 

I have seen very few copies of Mac World, but already 
fmd it an enjoyable and easy to read. It has a slightly quir
ky style, and is slightly thinner on copy than its rivals - no 
bad thing as most tides give the impression they are scrap
ing around for ideas. It seems to be written by users, not 
journalists, and I hope it continues and develops in the same 
vein. 

Finally, MacNews. This is tabloid in style and content 
- very much a newspaper. Most of the reviews are of beta 
(test) or upgrade versions of software, and are quite infor-

One fmal word of warning- magazines should help you 
fmd out about new products, upgrades, short cuts, problems, 
etc., to make your computing more efficient. If you have 
to spend 2 or 3 days every month actually reading all the 
magazines, it rather defeats the object! 

USING THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON COMPUTING CENTRE 
TVPESEniNG SERVICE 
Graham Allsopp 

Many people are now producing illustrations on computer in the PostScript format. Output by a Laser
Writer or similar at 300 dots per inch (dpi), or even 400 dpi on newer machines, is adequate for many 
jobs, but sometimes a higher quality is required. 

If higher resolution than that provided by laserprinters 
is required, the new breed of imagesetters are the next step 
up the rung. Because of the initial capital outlay very few 
departments are likely to have direct access to an imageset
ter, and will have to consider using a commercial bureau -
and paying the associated (inflated) costs. An alternative to 
using bureaux is to output the work on the University of 
London Computing Centre's (ULCC) Linotronic 300 Im
agesetter. This can operate at a number of resolutions, but 
the normal setting (1270 dpi) is more than adequate for vir
tually all jobs. Cost savings for non-educational uses are 
low, but for educational users, the savings are considerable. 

The service uses pure PostScript flies, and hence is de
vice and operating system independent. IBM-PC packages 
produce PostScript flies by a number of methods including 
"print to disk". Apple Macintosh packages either have a 
PostScript flle option, or a PostScript fde can be produced 
by pressing command (clover-leaf) and either ForK for a 
few seconds immediately after clicking "OK" in the print 
dialog box. This will NOT work under Multifinder. 

Jobs are then submitted via JANET (Joint Academic 
Network) to ULCC, using either FIP (File Transfer Proto
col), JTMP (Job Transfer and Manipulation Protocol) or the 

Grahom Allsopp is Cartographer in the Departm£nt of Geo
graphy, University ofSheff~eld 
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Kermit package on mM-PC and Macintosh systems. 
Hence access to a mainframe or network with JANET is 
needed, and for mM-PC's and Macs, a link to the networlc: 
and the relevant Kermit software - available free from most 
academic computing centres, or ULCC. 

Comprehensive instructions on PostScript files, net
working and general information are supplied when 
registering with the ULCC. 

The charges for educational users are very attractive. 
If the work is submitted for overnight tumround there is no 
time-based charge, and for normal (1270 dip) output, paper 
is charged at £1.20 per foot (double for film output). As the 
paper is A3 width, A4 pages can be printed across the page. 
So, for example, 5 A4 pages could cost as little as £4.25 
(plus a standing charge of £2.00 per job). 

Jobs are normally returned by fJCSt-class post either 1 
or 2 days after the job was submitted. The Geography De
partment at Sheffield has made extensive use of the service 
and it has been remarkably trouble-free. 

For further details, and to register for the service, 
please contact: 

Clalre Steward, 
TYPESET Service, 
ULCC, 
20 Gullford Street, 
LONDON WCIN lDZ. 
Tel: 01-405-8400 
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