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HON. SECRETARY'S REPORT 

In this my first year as secretary of the Society I can re
port that two Committee meeting were held during 1988, 
both at Coventry Polytechnic, courtesy of the Department 
of Geography. 

There have been some significant changes in the Com
mittee since last year's Summer School in Dublin, with 7 
new nominees ftlling the 9 Committee posts, including 5 
members serving for the frrst time. 

We as a Committee are vested with the managememt 
of the Society, but it must be stated that it is also the respon
sibility of the membership "i.e. you the individual members" 
of the Society to provide us with the stimulus to respond and 
act on your behalf. My recent experiences as co-ordinator 
of the "Drawing Office and Equipment Survey" (which re
sulted in a response of 33 returned questionnaires out of a 
membership of over 200) and my current role as compiler 
of the Bulletins' "Materials and Equipment" section (for 
which I have contributed all but one item in two years) lets 
me appreciate the task we as a Committee have before us. 

I would now like to briefly review some of the main ac
tivities and current business that the Society has been 
involved in over the past year. 

Our 1987 Summer School was held in Dublin with 85 
participants who could only have been impressed with the 
hospitality of our hosts and the quality of programme of
fered to us. We must thank Eddie Buckmaster, Paul 
Ferguson and their colleagues for being such excellent hosts 
and organising one of our most successful Summer Schools 
to date. 

A renewed effort to attract new members and increase 
Society income has been undertaken by the Committee. This 
has taken the form of a membership recruitment, advertis
ing and booklet sales drive as detailed in the various Society 
reports which follow. 

The Wallis Award has been cancelled this year due to 
insufficient entries despite a renewed appeal in the May 
Newsletter. Subsequently it has been discussed in Commit
tee and proposed that the Award be held over until next year 
with entries carried forward. 

Inter-Society Co-operation continues to feature in the 
work of the Committee - especially the recent proposals re
garding the formation of a British Association of Spatial 
Information Systems (BASIS). On 30 March 1988 Rodney 
Fry and Steve Chilton represented the Society at the Annual 
Meeting of Officers of various Societies with an interest in 
surveying and mapping. In November of this year Huw 
Dobson will represent the Society at a meeting of Inter-:;o
ciety Presidents I Chairmen, which will review the response 
to the Declaration of Common Purpose and Understanding. 
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Looking ahead, plans are well under way for the 1989 
Summer School to be hosted by the Open University at the 
Cranfield Institute of Technology. This of course will be our 
25th Anniversary and preparations are in hand to make this 
a memorable event. It has also been confrrmed that the 
venue for the 1990 Summer School will be Portsmouth 
Polytechnic. 

As we approach our 25th year as a Society we are cur
rently facing a crisis of falling membership and increased 
Bulletin costs. If we as a Society are to develop and expand 
our objectives we must consider our future role in carto
graphy and perhaps widen our horizons to appeal to 
cartographers in all sectors of employment if we hope to sur
vive and look forward to a further 25 years as a Society of 
cartographers. 

M.Shand (Hon. Secretary) 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
Overall the Society had a surplus of £1497 on the year, 

but against this must be set aside £2000 for Bulletin pro
duction. 

The accumulated fund stands at £6504, which is almost 
£1500 better than at the same period last year. This can 
mainly be attributed to the success of the Bulletin Manager 
in chasing-up outstanding payments and raising income 
from £1194 in 1987 to £2689. Similar success was also en
joyed by the Advertising Manager, who raised income from 
£67 in 1987 to £438. 

Although membership levels remain fairly constant in
come fell from £1997 to £1609. However, the Membership 
Secretary was particularly succesful in collecting arrears of 
payment in 1987, and this had the effect of raising income 
higher than the norm. 

Quite a few members pay by direct debit to the bank, 
and do not automatically adjust their payments in line with 
subscription increases. I believe the Membership Secretary 
has experienced problems with incorrect direct debits this 
year and may I use this occasion to remind members that the 
membership Subscription has increased from £9 to £12. 
Your help in adjusting your standing orders will be appreci
ated by the Membership Secretary and myself. 

Most of the other figures on the income account should 
be self-explanatory, but I will just mention that the Dona
tion and Sundry Sales heading includes a kind donation of 
£25 from Professor Eila Campbell towards postage costs. 
The balance of £49 was received from McCarta for the sale 
of the membership list. 

On the expenditure account Bulletin Production and 
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Postage costs are down from £4522 in 1987 to £3684. How
ever, this is due to the fact that several invoices still have to 
be forwarded to the Society for services rendered. Commit
tee and Advertising expenses are higher than in 1987, 
increasing from £65 to £349. This increase is in part due to 
the geographical composition of the committee, but is also 
a result of the need to hold an extraordinary AGM at LSE 
after the Dublin Summer School. Our constitution does not 
allow us to hold an AGM outside the United Kingdom, so 
the Society has to meet the financial commitments of its of
ficers and committee. Administrative costs are down from 
the previous year, when new stationary was printed. The So
ciety also made a small donation in memory of ex-President 
Professor Bill Kirk. 

This concludes my report and I would like to end by 
thanking our auditor, Mr D Osman, and my fellow officers 
and committee members for their help over the year. 

Rodney Fry (Hon Treasurer) 

ADVERTISING MANAGER'S REPORT 
During the last year some success has been achieved in 

attracting new advertisers but with the loss of two existing 
advertisers. Hopefully, these can be persuaded to re-adver
tise in the future. 

Mailshots containing introduction letters and informa
tion sheets, produced on a DlP system have been targetted 
at a broad range of potential advertisers with some positive 
responses. 

Advertising rates have remained static since 1984 and 
have been increased as follows with effect from Bulletin 
issue 22-1. 
Page 
format 
A4 
halfA4 

Cost/one 
issue 

£50-00 
£35-00 

quarter A4 £25-00 

Loose inserts £50-00 

Cost/volume 
(=2 issues) 
£80-00 
£60-00 
£40-00 

£100-00 
Existing advertisers seem to have litte objection to 

these increases. 
Income from advertising during the yearrealised£438-

00. This figure relates to advertising in issues before 21.1. 
Issues 21.1. and 21.2 are expected to produce £402-00 with 
an expenditure of approximately £20. Increased advertising 
rates should increase income substantially. 

In the future mailshots will be targetted at a wide range 
of companies in an attempt to create a good balance of ad
vertising. Response from companies approached has been 
favourable and hopefully Bulletin Advertising will increase 
with the promise of a bright future. 

Alun Rogers (Advertising Manager) 
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MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S REPORT 
Membership totals for the year have slightly dropped 

on the previous year, being 186 paid up members, (197 in 
1987/88). Of these 186, 136 are Full, 13 Associate, 3 Stu
dent and 4 Honorary. An additional 30 owe payment on 
standing orders or have not renewed membership as yet (i.e. 
a potential membership of216). Due to sometimes late pub
lication of the Bulletin, members are not removed from the 
lists as soon as they default in payment, especially as I have 
received a few queries re Bulletin appearance. Also I often 
succeed in chasing up backdated subscriptions and therby 
retain members who would otherwise have been deleted. 
This accounts for the higher level of income from subscrip
tion in the 1986/87 year relative to actual numbers. 
However, members are only given a limited period of grace. 

Since taking up membership secretarial duties two 
years ago I have noticed a gradual decline in membership, 
and made a mental note to initiate a recruitment drive. My 
frrst year of duty saw me too busy with establishing the 
general organisation of the microcomputer system and 
"learning the job", so time only permitted this in May 1988. 
Prior to a recruitment drive the Society had gained 10 new 
members in the year 1987/88. As a direct result of mailing 
91 Geography Departments within the United Kingdom, 7 
new members were made, this not being a too encouraging 
start. It would therefore seem prudent to assume that Univer
sity Cartographers are a "dying breed". Current job 
vacancies would also indicate this, which I monitor in the 
updating of the SUC Job Register of Potential Employers. 
As funds become restricted and members cannot attend 
summer schools, where rewarding links are made, enthusi
asm is noticed to drop and members cease to rejoin. 

The Honorary Chairman and Committee as a whole 
have had similar feelings re membership, and it is felt the 
appeal of the Society has to be broadened. The mail out in 
the recruitment drive tries to emphasise this, and in August 
I contacted 55 Oil/Surveying and commercial companies 
and am awaiting results. Currently I am working on the Civil 
Service, Nationalised Industry and Service sectors, whilst 
overseas recruitment will have to be postponed until 
1988/89. 

May I remind all members that subscriptions increase 
from September 1988 to: 

FULL £12 ASSOCIATE £12 STUDENT £6 

I should be grateful if standing orders can be updated 
as this saves a great deal of time and expense in chasing up 
the extra cost of the subscription. In the meantime I hope the 
Society can look forward to a healthier future and that next 
year I can report an expanding membership. 

Jenny Wyatt (Membership Secretary) 

BULLETIN EDITOR'S REPORT 
In this my frrst Editor's report since being elected at the 

last AGM I feel somewhat of a fraud. I can claim to have 
gone one better than Bob Parry in producing no Bulletin's 
within the year. 
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However, on the positive side, steps are in hand to 
change the method of production of the Bulletin. I intend to 
take advantage of the power of Desk Top Publishing, and to 
produce the Bulletin in-house (apart from printing) with 
consequent savings in production time and effort, and hope
fully cost. 

The system used at Middlesex Polytechnic is based on 
the Xerox Ventura DTP software, which in my opinion is 
the most appropriate tool for the scale of job that the Bul
letin is. It runs on an MS-DOS machine, connected to an 
Apple Laserwriter liNT. The main cost saving will be in not 
having to pay typesetting costs, which have been a consider
able part of the overall production costs. Instead the 
"setting" will be done in-house from word-processed files, 
and printing done from the pages laid out in Ventura and 
printed on the Laserwriter. The main advantage in produc
tion terms is that once one edition has been produced, and 
a style sheet designed for the publication, it is a simple job 
to input the text for later issues and format it with the pre
selected type attributes of that style sheet. 

Further savings can be incorporated by getting the 
word-processor operator to 'tag' the text with the appropri
ate tag names so that formatting is automatic. The other 
advantage of in-house production is that paste-up, page 
numbering, collation of material, etc can become an on
going process rather than a big job at the end as with 
typesetting. Thus I will be able to spread the work out over 
a longer period, as material comes in, and hopefully short
en the lead time to producing an issue. 

Ordnance Surveyors' Drawings, 1792-1825. The Orig
inal Manuscript Maps of the First Ordnance Survey 
of England and Wales, from the British Library Map 
Library, London. 

The original manuscript maps of the first Ordnance Sur
vey present the only accurate and comprehensive 
cartographic record of Britain before the changes in land use 
and land tenure which followed the General Enclosures 
Acts. Although a small number of original manuscript maps 
are no longer available for reproduction, the great majority 
- 351 in total, covering all but the six northernmost coun
tries - are offered here in their entirety. 

The original drawings are generally at 2" to the mile, 
while areas of military significance of the South East coast 
are 3" or 6" to the mile. The printed counterparts of these 
maps were not fully published until1873, and, at a scale of 
1" to the mile, omit a number of original features concern
ing land use and topography. 

A hard-copy guide accompanies this collection and 
supplies: an historical background of the maps; a reference 
map clearly indicating which areas appear on which map; 
an index to individual sheets; and a listing of all major towns 
keyed to the fiche. In addition there are eye-readable 
headers on each individual fiche and each fiche covers only 
one frame. Available as silver-laide positive microfiche. 

For more information contact: 
Research Publications 
P.O. Box 45, Reading 
Berks RGl 8HF, England 

From Research Publishers press release 
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So, it just remains to commission the material for the 
Bulletin. Fortunately, I have inherited from my predecessor 
a willing band of co-editors. The reviews, and sections on 
computers, equipment and imagery will continue to be 
edited by Terry Garfield, John Hunt, Mike Shand and Keith 
Mason, respectively. There still remains though the problem 
of obtaining enough main articles for each issue. I can only 
repeat that it is your Society and your Bulletin, and that it 
is up to you to get down to writing about your work or your 
department's work. Bob Parry's last edition (21/2} was well 
supplied with material, having 7 main articles - 5 of which 
were contributed by SUC members. I would be delighted if 
this trend continued. My main aim is to catch up with the 
publication time scale as soon as possible. Realistically, I 
hope to achieve this in my 3rd issue (i.e. 23/1 is hoped to 
come out in June 1989). In order to achieve this I will need 
a flow of material. To date for 22/1 I have only 2 main ar
ticles. The rest of the material is available to produce an 
issue, so I will be governed by when I feel I have enough ar
ticles. Any offers of material, or future plans to write, or 
leads to contributors will be gratefully appreciated. 

Finally, may I say that I would be interested to know 
what reaction there is to the Bulletin when it is first produced 
by the "New Technology". My hope is that people may not 
notice significant changes, but would be interested in any 
feedback from the membership on the Bulletin. 

Steve Chilton (Bulletin Editor) 

International Hydrographic Bureau BP 0008: Gazet
teer and Standardization of Undersea Feature Names 

The first edition of the above publication has been pro
duced by the IHB. The first part of the Gazetteer lists the 
names and positions of undersea features shown (or which 
might be added) on the General Bathymetric Chart of the 
Oceans (GEBCO) and the International Hydrographic Of
fice (IHO) small-scale international chart series. The 
second part of the Gazetteer deals with the standardization 
of undersea feature names and includes guidelines for nam
ing features, terminology and a name proposal form. 

As a result of growing concern about the indiscriminate 
and unregulated naming of undersea features, member 
states of the IHO have been asked to publicise the availa
bility of the Gazetteer and to encouraged publishers of ocean 
maps and editors of scientific journals to require compilers 
and authors to seek clearance for their undersea feature 
names. The approved method of obtaining clearance is fully 
described in the second part of the Gazetteer. Copies of the 
Gazetteer may be obtained from the following address: 

International Hydro graphic Bureau 
7 Avenue President J. F. Kennedy 
BP445 
MC 98011 MONACO CEDEX 
Principality of Monaco 

From Hydrographic Department press release 
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Congress of Cartographic Information Specialist Asso
ciations, November 9-10, 1988 

27 delegates from 11 cartographic organisations met at 
the Newberry Library in Chicago November 9-10 1988. 
Present were delegates from American Congress on Sur
veying and Mapping (ACSM), Association of Canadian 
Map Librarians and Archivists (ACMLA), Committee of 
Southern Map Librarians (CSML), Curators of Early Maps 
(CEM), Geography and Map Division, Special Libraries As
sociations (G&M), Geoscience Information Society (GIS), 
North East Mapusers Organisation (NEMO), Map Online 
Users Group (MOUG), Map and Geography Roundtable, 
American Library Association (MAGER1), North Ameri
can Cartographic Information Society (NACIS), and 
Western Association of Map Libraries (WAML). 

The Congress was convened to discuss several issues: 
improved communication between cartographic informa
tion specialist organisations; elimination of duplication of 
effort; rapid dissemination of professional news. Alberta 
Auringer Wood, from the Memorial University of New
foundland, gave the keynote address on Wednesday 
morning, and in following sessions delegates described the 
activities of their organisations. Particular attention was 
given to the problem of competing publications serving an 
identical purpose, and to the duplication of professional 
news - meeting dates, exhibits, job notices, awards, etc. 

On Thursday morning Dr Roman Drazniowsky, Cura
tor of the American Geographical Society Collection, 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee spoke on "Educating 
the Map Librarian"; Dr Chauncy D. Harris, Professor 
Emeritus from the University of Chicago spoke on "The 
Map Library and Geographic Research"; and Dr David 
Buisseret, Director of the Hermon Dunlap Smith Center for 
the History of Cartography at the Newberry Library spoke 
on "The Use of Historical Maps in Studying U.S. History." 
On Thursday afternoon the directors of three major national 
map collections described the scope, aims and content of 
their departments: Betty Kidd, Director of the Cartographic 
and Architectural Archives Division, National Archives of 
Canada; Ralph Ehrenberg, Assistant Chief, Geography and 
Map Division of the Library of Congress; and John Dwyer, 
Chief, Cartographic and Architectural Branch, National 
Archives of the United States. 

At a plenary session on Thursday afternoon delegates 
voted on 3 resolutions: 1) to develop a mechanism (possibly 
electronic) for the pooling and dissemination of information 
of common interest; 2) to attempt to cease duplication of ef
fort in the production of map library directories; and 3) to 
convene another Congress in 1990, or as soon as possible, 
and at least every five years thereafter; all members of the 
associations will be invited, the focus will be on map cura
torship/librarianship, and the Congress is to include 
pertinent workshops/exhibitions. The resolutions were ac
cepted by all, with MAGERT abstaining. Each delegate will 
carry the information back to his/her organisation for appro
val and action, which is expected by mid-February, 1989. 

From Barbara M cC or/de 
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Prison Mapping 

A few months ago Alan Godfrey received a call from a 
national newspaper asking whether the Thatcher Govern
ment had made him leave a blank space for a prison on the 
North Belfast map. Of course, he can only reprint what the 
Ordnance Survey printed in the first place, but the attitude 
to security installations has varied greatly over the years. 

This was brought to the fore with the recent map of 
BRIXTON & HERNE Hll..L 1870, a map that includes Brix
ton Convict Prison. A fairly small prison for women, this 
was shown on the map in some detail. The map was taken 
from one in Guildhall Library, and while researching his 
notes author Bill Marshall went there to consult the map -
and the one he consulted showed the prison as a blank! 

So we fmd that the first printings of many 1st Edition 
25" and 5' plans show prisons in considerable detail; of those 
published the most dramatic is that for NEW BAILEY & 
ORDSALL LANE 1848, while the forthcoming Pimlico 
map shows Millbank Penitentiary. The map of ST PAULS 
1873 shows Newgate Gaol, that for WESTMINSTER & 
VICTORIA 1869 the Middlesex House of Correction. There 
is, of course, remarkably detailed cartography of what might 
be thought of as secret installations, the Royal Mint and 
Woolwich Arsenal, on other maps. 

From around 1870 this information was largely sup
pressed, probably when prisons came under the jurisdiction 
of the Home Office. The attempted break-out from Cler
kenwell Goal by Fenians in 1867 also led to a security clamp 
down. 

From that time prisons have normally been left blank. 
But in 1955 the new 1:1250 map ofWinson Green showed 
the prison there in considerable detail; though the fine de
tail of the mid-Victorian maps is absent, the prison building 
and exercise years are shown. This seems to have been an 
aberration - a few years later, when the map was revised, the 
prison reverted to a blank! 
From the Newsletter of Alan Godfrey Maps 
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