
24TH ANNUAL SUMMER SCHOOL, COVENTRY 
Steve Chilton, Drew Ellis, Alistair Pearson, and Alan Bartlett 

As Monday morning progressed delegates started to ar
rive for the 24th Annual Summer School. Some long 
distance travellers stayed Sunday night, but many arranged 
to arrive in time for the Sherry Reception in the Department 
at 11-30am. A buffet lunch was the prelude to the real busi
ness of the day. Delegates were formally welcomed to the 
Deparunent and to the Polytechnic by Professor David 
Smith, the Head of the Geography DepanmenL 

The first lecture was by Dr Peter Vujakovic, of the Geo
graphy Department, who gave an insight into the arguments 
for and against the adoption of various projections for de
velopment mapping. He outlined the advance of the use of 
the Peter's projection by Third World Agencies- often with
out rational assessment of it's meriL He further criticised 
the users of the projection for not being imaginative enough 
to re-centre the projection. One of it's advantages is the ease 
of re-centring without mathematical calculations, you just 
cut and paste to match. (Will the 1989 Summer School see 
the advent of a Milto-centric view of the world?) The next 
presentation by Linda Hampshire on the Changing Face of 
Cartography in MAFF surprised one or two members of the 
audience by being a parallel story to the development of 
their own Departmental Units, with it's sequential adoption 
of the new drawing bases, pens, lettering equipment, and fi
nally computer techniques. 

After coffee, Oliver Green - the Curator of the London 
Transport Museum -gave an illustrated lecture on Mapping 
London TransporL The history of Beck's original work on 
a stylised undergroWld map, through comparisons with 
foreign metros immitating his work, to the abortive attempt 
to produce a similar simple representation of the maze of 
bus routes in London, were all explained in their socio-his
torical background. John HWlt (OU) and Dion Vickars 
(Oxford Polytechnic) next gave a presentation entitled "Ef
fective maps from the Electronic Desktop". They were both 
demonstrating the use of Apple Macintosh micro software 
at a later session, and their theme covered theoretical as
pects of the electronic desktop, together with practical 
examples to show the versatility of particular applications. 

The second day's proceedings were started by Simon 
Cox from the National Freight Company. He used excellent 
visual material to discuss Mapping in a Comercial Distribu
tion EnvironmenL NFC are using computer technology to 
make decisions on distribution (location of depots, numbers 
of vehicles, etc.) in a much shorter time span than was pre
viously possible. NFC also claimed to be one of the first 
users of the Ordnance Survey 1:625,000 database, and have 
subsequently created their own London 1:50,000 database. 
Dr Alan Brett from Wootton Jeffreys discussed the carto
graphic aspects of Transport Planning, detailing all the 
stages in the development and maintenance of transport 
computer systems. He illustrated the nature of the problem 
of development by stating that if a newly opened shop was 
more used than expected it was considered a success, 
whereas if a newly opened road (e.g. the M25) was more 
used than planned for it was considered a disaster. 
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Bob Coote of Cobham Digital Services gave a sum
mary of Cartographic Database Applications. In this he 
discussed the integration of OS digital map data into a GIS, 
commented on data availability, and expounded on the vir
tues of field input of data - which removes 2 stages for 
potential errors, the compilation and the drafting stages. 
Peter Dale then talked on the Blaise Line Cartographic Ma
terials Database that has been developed at the British 
Library. He outlined the formation and development of the 
British Library Map Library, and commented on the British 
Library cmrently adding 8 miles of new shelving each year! 
Blaise Line has 11,000 subscribers worldwide, who are all 
routed to the online facilities - which are in fact accessed 
through a bureau service on the RHM computer. 

In the afternoon there was a free-for-all amongst the in
teresting range of demonstrations of equipment, computers 
and software. The full range of demonstrations is 100 large 
to list, but the highlights were: Letraset's demo of illustra
tor 88 for the Macintosh; Chadwyck-Healey's nice (but 
expensive) Mundocart CD-based world mapping database; 
NextBase 's calChy AutoRoute route planning program for 
the mM PC; Cobham Digital's linking of OS data and Auto
CAD; and Messrs Hunt and Vickars' instruction in the use 
of Apple Macs, which some delegates had not previously 
seen in action before. 

After the evening meal, the AGM was one of the So
ciety's livelier ones. Long, and serious, discussion was 
partaken of on such matters as the proposed name change 
of the Society, and it's potential involvement with BASIS. 
Full details of the AGM are reported elsewhere. 

Wednesday morning, 9-00am, we gathered outside Co
ventry Cathedral in warm sunshine ready for the days 
excursion. Half an hour by coach brought us to the Hatton 
Craft Centre and farm, located in a rural landscape between 
Coventry and Birmingham. Sitting on straw bails in one 
of the farms' barns we were given a short talk by the farm 
manager, Mr. David Blower. This gave an insight into the 
complex workings of a modem day farm, outlining some of 
the reasons as to why so much diversification had taken 
place on this one. The farm now includes a total of 12 small 
workshops with wares ranging from photocopiers to 
shoulder bags, made from offcuts of old cmtain material (I 
think !). There was also a garden centre; a pick-your-own; 
a play area; nature walks; and a farm cafe and shop. After 
looking around and refuelling ourselves at said cafe, we re
boarded the coach and headed for rural Gloucestershire. 
The two and a half hour trip to the Three Choirs Vineyard 
gave our host for the day, Dr. Brian llbury, a chance to de
scribe some of the local aspects of agricultural 
diversification as we went We were met by the part owner 
and resident manager of the vineyard, Mr. Tom Day. As we 
walked we were provided with an interesting and detailed 
explanation of the vines we were looking at and of the wines 
they produce. This vineyard totals 22 acres, making it about 
the fourth largest in the coWltty. Arriving at the farmhouse 
we were greeted by Mrs. Day and our fJrst wine for tasting. 
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The next wine was accompanied by lunch, a ploughmans 
of locally made cheeses and bread with home grown apples. 
Wme three was taken in the garden overlooking an elabor
ately terraced part of the vineyard. With wine four was a 
short slide show outlining the development of the vineyard. 
We were shown around the wine processing and bottling 
rooms with wine five in hand. Finishing up enevitably at 
the farm shop we were able to purchase any of the wines 
we had taken a liking to throughout the afternoon. 

Another group of members were treated to a morning 
in the delightful company of Margaret Rylatt. Senior 
Keeper of Archaeology, Herbert Art Gallery and Museum. 
'Monastic Coventry' would have been an appropriate title 
to a morning devoted to uncovering the City's hidden past, 
with the enthusiastic and informative guidance of Mrs Ry
latt. Whitefriars, fonnerly a Carmelite monastery and 
Charterhouse, once a rare establishment of the Carthusian 
(silent) order, formed the core of the tour. The latter was of 
particular interest as it is the site of a project designed to re
create historically authentic gardens in the ancient grounds 
of the monastery. We wish Margaret Rylatt every success 

-with this ambitious projecL 
The Gas Street Canal Basin, Birmingham, provided a 

suitable contrasL The afternoon was spent enjoying a buf
fet lunch and liquid refreshment on board a canal barge 
while taking in the industrial past of the city, an interesting 
though maybe not scenic experience even during an 'Indian 
Summer'. 

The conference reception and annual dinner was given 
by Coventry City Council in the grandiose setting of the 
Guildhall (built in 1342 by the Guild of SL Mary). After a 
welcome from the Lord Mayor, members of the Society en
joyed a four course meal and, considering its surroundings, 
a rather incongruous disco. Mind you, in order to get the 
elder statesmen of the Society onto the dance floor, some 
of the music was of a bygone era also! 

On Thmsday the high standard of the progmmme was 
to be maintained to the end. Mr Headland of the Scott Polar 
Research Institute gave a comprehensive and very interes
ting thesis on mapping in Antarctica- where a taut steel line 
freezes to give the cmvature of the earth! 

Following in quick succession, Mr Opie-Smith of the 
Ordnance Smvey concentrated on Overseas Smvey, with 
particular reference to mapping in Tanzania, where he w~ 
involved for a long tour of duty. The survey and mapping 
is now continued to Ordnance Smvey specification and 
style by African cartographic staff, though finance has re
stricted the production of larger scale mapping. 

Dr Old, Principal Scientific Officer with the Britisb 
Geological Society, spoke of the method and the require· 
mentof Geological Smvey in the realm of development and 
planning, and regretted the lack of finance that curtailed the 
mapping programme, but detailed progress around the Co
ventry area in which he was involved. 

Filling a spot at short notice left vacant by a non-run· 
ner, Alan Bartlett and Bob Coote initiated a form of debate 
on the 'inevitable' - mechanisation among cartographers 
Following handshaking from their respective corners, Alarl 
Bartlett recalled his past roots, and Bob Coote who had pro-
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gressed from 'pen and ink' to the 'machine', sympathised. 
It turned out that Mr Bartlett had worked with Bob Coote 's 
father (and probably his grandfather too?). And so ended 
another successful Summer School. Thanks to David 
Orme, and all his colleagues, for their superb organisation. 

sue member wins logo contest 
The organisers of the 1991 ICA Conference have an

nounced the winner of their logo design competition. Nine 
entries were received, and the competition was won by one 
MACMAN. This is a pseudonym for SUC member Trevor 
Harris, who is Chief Cartographer at St David's University 
College, University of Wales at Lampeter. Trevor receives 
free registration for the ICA Conference. The following 
comments from the Organising Comtnittee may be of inter
est "All designs received were of a good standard and 
worthy of careful consideration. Some showed marked 
ingenuity and flair. Perhaps most designs were a shade too 
complex. Possibly cartographers, used to organising a mass 
of data, are not the people for the swift, bold stroke." 

From letter from /CA Organising Committee. 

Surveying and Mapping 89 
The third Smveying and Mapping Conference will take 

place at the University ofWarwick from Monday 17th April 
to Friday 21st Apri11989. The programme will consist of 
about 35 papers prepared by national and international ex
perts in surveying and mapping, chosen to reflect both the 
gro~g importance of modern technology and the increas-. 
ing inter-disciplinary nature of the profession. Topics to be 
presented will include: national policy; technology (e.g. 
remote sensing , email, in-car navigation, tactual mapping); 
LIS/GIS applications; professional practice; the environ
ment; and the leisure industry. There will also be a 
Technical Exhibition and a Cartographic Exhibition. 

Further information can be obtained from: Miss Anne 
McSweeney, Conference Administrator, Surveying and 
Mapping 89, Institution and College Conferences, 12 Great 
George Street, Parliament Square, London SW1P 3AD. 

From Conference pllblicity leaflel. 

Vancouver Conference on Exploration and Discovery 
To commemorate the arrival of Captain George Van

couver on the Pacific Coast of North America in 1792, the 
Simon Fraser University will be hosting a Conference on 
Exploration and Discovery on April17-19th 1992. The con
ference will provide an opportunity for the presentation of 
new research on social. economic, scientific, technological 
and literary aspects of exploration and discovery in the six
teenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Proposals for 
papers will be accepted up to September 15th 1989. 

Further information from: The Director, Vancouver 
Conference, Department of History, Simon Fraser Univer
sity, Bumaby, British Columbia, Canada VSA 1S6. 

From Conference publicity leaflet. 
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