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Digital darkroom 
Digital darlcroom is image processing software for en

hancing scanned grey scale images or other bit-mapped 
graphics on the Macintosh. The program features unique 
'intelligent' tools for automatic image manipulation as well 
as tools for detailed editing. Some of the main features of 
the software are: 

• Auto Trace - automatic conversion of grey scale 
or black and white bit-mapped images to Draw 
type objects 

• Powerful selection capabilities for defming areas 
for different treaunent 

• Options for pasting, blending and dissolving se
lections into an existing document 

• Filters and brushes that sharpen, blur and blend for 
retouching images and creating special effects 

• The ability to rotate, scale, flip and diston selected 
areas of an image 

• Specialised printing capabilities for generating 
halftones from laserprinters with or without Post
script language interpreters 

This software would make an ideal companion for use 
with the new Apple Scanner, and is available at a special 
educational price of £117 plus VAT. 

Macintosh talks t~ Domesday 
It has recently proved possible to link together a Ma

cintosh Plus running Hypercard with the Philips VP415 
BBC Domesday System video-disk player, using an RS-
232 serial cable and a modification of the Video stack 
supplied with the Hypercard Develoment Toolkit from 
ADG. 

No additional interface is required to allow the Macin
tosh and the Philips VP415 to communicate. As well as the 
SCSI pon on the player that is used by the BBC Master and 
RM Nimbus software to control the player, a serial RS232C 
port is provided as standard. This is fitted with a Cannon 
DB25 socket, and it is this pon that is used instead of the 
SCSI interface. Depending on whether the Macintosh is 
part of an Apple Talk network, or normally uses a local Im
age Writer printer, a cable is either connected from the 
circular 8-pin printer port, or modem pon at the Macintosh 
end 

Information from: 
David Riley, 
King's College London, 
Centre for Educational Studies, 
Educational Computing Unit, 
552 King's Road, London SW10 OUA. 
(Tel: 01-351-2488 ext3754, 
Telecom Gold: 84:MTT056, 
Janet: UDUS010@UK.AC.KCL.CC.VAXB) 
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GIMMS on micros 

Micro versions ofGIMMS are currently operational on 
the mM PC/PS range (including good compatibles) and 
the Atari STrange. It is expected that an Apple Macintosh 
version will be available at a later date. 

A series of versions will be made available, each of in
creasing sophistication. The basic system will remain the 
same, with enhancements as appropriate, but the 'user front 
end' will be increasingly improved with on-screen menus 
and a much higher level of interaction. 

The micro version of GIMMS will be marketed at 
£450 (plus VAT where applicable) for the first copy and 
£100 for each additional copy ordered at the same time. An 
optional maintenance fee of £100 per year per site will pro
vide suppon and upgrades. A separate upgrade policy will 
be announced at a later date. 

From GIMMS Newsletter Aug 1988 

GIMMS - Postscript and Oracle support 
GIMMS release 5.1 is being distributed with suppon 

for Postscript laserprinters such as the Apple Laserwriter. 
The initial driver is fairly simple but facilities have been in
cluded within GIMMS to enable more sophisticated use of 
Postscript, particularly in the area of shading. 

Research work at GIMMS Ltd currently includes inter
facing GIMMS to state-of-the-an relational databases. A 
test version is available where all GIMMS data are stored 
on the Oracle relational database. This enables the user to 
access Oracle tools to massage the non-locational data. In 
additiQn, the system allows for the selection of specified 
zones using the SQL query lamguage from within GIMMS. 

From GIMMS Newsletter Aug 1988 

Rural Areas Database Catalogue 

_ The ESRC Data Archive announce the release of the 
RAD Catalogue. The catalogue is in the form of a loose-leaf 
binder which facilitates a system for regularly updating in
formation about the Database, and adding new study 
descriptions of rural datasets as they arrive in the Archive. 
The catalogue will include the following information: pur
pose of the study; principle investigators; data collectors; 
sponsors; depositor; sampling procedures; variables con
tained; population; no. of cases; method of collection; time 
period; geographical units and codes used; and details of 
any relevant publications. The initial cost is £25, with an 
annual fee of £15 for further year. 

Information from: 
Ms Jean Shearman, 
Rural Areas Database 
ESRC Data Archive 
University of Essex 
Colchester C03 3SQ 
(Tel: 0206-872139) 

From publicity handout 
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Atlas of Tropical Forest Resources 

The International Union for Conservation of Nature 
and Natural Resouices (IUCN) are to prepare an Atlas of 
the Tropical Forest Resources of the World. The project will 
be carried out by the Habitats Data Unit of the World Con
servation Monitoring Centre (WCMC) in Cambridge. The 
atlas is to be produced using pcARC/INFO, and work on 
the f:trst volume will be carried out in 1989. 

Contact:: 
Dr Mark Collins, 
Habitats Data Unit, 
World Conservation Monitoring Centre, 
219c Huntingdon Road, 
Cambridge CB3 ODL 
(Tel: 0223-277314) 

From publicity handout 

SOURCES 

The following are sources of information about com
puters in cartography that you may not be aware of: 

ESRC Newsletter 63 ( October 1988) • Working with 
Geographical Information Systems. 

The contents of this issue include: 
Preface by Lord Chorley 
GIS andHealthCare:TheAvonProjectby NWrigley, KMor
gan and D Martin · 
Developments in GIS by S Openshaw 
A database for SE England by J Shepherd and K Conway 
Putting addresses on the map by R Barr and K Campbell 
Emergency Planning with GIS by P Vincent, T Gatrell, Pr 
Wakefield and J Skelton 
Interfacing software for GIS applications by R Healey 

Mapping Awareness 

Mapping Awareness (and "integrated spatial informa
tion systems, computers in mapping, geographic 
information systems, land information systems and their in
tegration - to give it it's full cover title!) is published 
bi-monthly by Miles Amold of High Winds, Cassington, 
Oxford OX8 lQL. Among the contents of the Sept/Oct 1988 
issue are: 

Benchmarking within the GIS procurement process 
Estate management in the NHS: computing potential 
Using a GIS in emergency planning control 
The ESRC Regional Research Laboratory initiave 
The market for Land Information Services, Systems and Sup
port: 1988-1998 
Developments in use of digital maps in HM Land Registry 
Issues relating to basic spatial units 
Global databases 
Management of spatial information 

Geographic Information in the Environmental Scien
ces 

Report of the working group on Geographic Informa
tion, August 1988. Available free from NERC. 

Wheels for the mind (UK) 

UK. Educational Apple Journal, published by King's 
College London - contact David Riley as per page 31. 
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EUROGRAPWCS ASSOCIATION UK CHAPTER 

Tutorial on Automated Cartography and Geographi· 
cal Information Systems 

University of Leicester 
Wednesday 21st December 1988 

This tutorial will provide a perspective on the develop
ment of automated cartography and GIS to the present day. 
Topics covered during the day will include a review of a 
range of automated cartography and GIS related products, 
an overview of the principal data structures and algorithms 
involved in handling spatial data, a summary of the issues 
involved in building Geographical Information Systems 
from existing components such as relational DBMS and 
graphics libraries such as GKS. A brief summary will be 
given of the potential data sources such systems can draw 
upon. 

The tutorial is an updated version of tutorials pre
viously given at Eurographics meetings in Lisbon and 
Barcelona. Notes will be provided. The presentation should 
be of interest to both the end users and developers of Geo
graphical Information Systems and to those involved in 
other work that involves interfacing databases with 
graphics. 

Tutorial fee (including lunch, notes, VAT) is £69.00 (or 
£57.50 for members of Eurographics). 

Application forms from: 
Dr AJ. Matthew, 
Computer Centre, 
The University, 
Leicester LEl 7RH 
(Tel: 0533 522256) 
(Janet: MAT@ UK.AC.LE.VAX) 

From Janet publicity notice 

[Birkbeck College also run GIS courses - contact: 
Jonathan Raper at Birkbeck College (631-6490)] 

Streetwise computer is eo-driver of the future 

Drivers in London will be able to fit an electronic dis
play unit to car dashboards by 1991 which will help them 
choose the best routes to beat traffic jams in the capital. 
They will tap in details of their destination using a remote 
control device and then receive instructions from a dash
board screen and voice synthesiser. The Autoguide system 
had been developed by government scientists together with 
private sector groupslikeGEC,Plessey, the AAAandRAC. 
It is based on a network of beacons on key routes which 
pass information by infra red rays to cars. The beacons are 
linked to a central computer system which is constantly up
dated with traffic, accident and roadwork information, from 
the Department of Transport, police, AA, RAC or other pa
trols. Mr Paul Channon, the Transport SecretarY, said that 
the Autoguide system, which is being tested in west Lon
don, would cost motorists about £250 to install, and another 
£25 to £50 for a yearly subscription. 

From the Guardian 14thAprill988. 
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