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Edited by Terry Garfield 

COLLINS WORLD ATLAS 
Edited by Andrew M. Currie. London: William 
Collins and Co. Ltd. 1986. 306 x 229 mm, 64pp 
paperback. 48pp full-colour maps. B & W index 
of 10 000 place names. ISBN 0 00 44 7 634 4 
£2.95. 

Any atlas out of the stable of Collins is bound to be a 
good runner in its class: relatively up-to-date, handy, 
cheap, efficient in use, without obvious bias in areal cover, 
adequately indexed, and, above all, with a suite of general, 
lexical (place name) maps, tastefully and meaningfully 
lettered, and in that pleasing, competent and attractive 
style for which the publisher is so well known: hypso
metric colours (greens - yellow - oranges - purple -
white) between reinforced contours with added gradient 
shading (hill shadow). And this one is no exception. It is 
certainly one of the better of the small retail world atlases 
on the present English-language market, a useful asset to 
any home otherwise lacking an atlas, well able to serve 
general domestic purposes at a modest level. 

The publishers naturally make more ambitious claims, 
but this atlas lacks the thematic maps needed by students, 
the illustrative material required for "armchair explora
tion", the topical data necessary for the follower of 
current affairs . . . and it is by no means suitable for 
competing in competitions and solving quizes. But no 
atlas can be all things to all people at £2.95. 

The atlas is so nearly fully metric that it might be 
worthwhile, or at least logical, to complete the metrication. 
The use of geographical coordinates is sensible and helpful, 
but the letter-by-letter ordering of entries in the index, 
though generally reckoned to be a modern "improve
ment", results in such names as the Saone and El Dorado 
not being where one would rationally look for them. The 
user of the atlas might well, after his initial search in the 
index, assume that the atlas was deficient and too insub
stantial to show these entities. The explanation of symbols 
and styles of lettering, though succinct, is unusually 
forthcoming and clear. 

The main deficiency in what would otherwise have 
been a first rate cheap, small, retail, general reference 
atlas of the world lies in the less-than-optimal choice of 
name for natural and cultural geographical entities where 
there are alternatives. The editor's choice is explained and 
"justified" on grounds so riddled with errors and miscon
ceptions that it is impossible to provide a full critique here. 
It must suffice to say that the names, used in the atlas 
because they are accepted by the Permanent Committee 
on Geographical Names, are (to complete the title with 
the rider omitted by the editor) for Official British Use 
(author's italics) and not for children or the lay public, as 
the Secretary, Paul Woodman, himself agrees. They are 
therefore not suitable for this atlas. In the media recently, 
much has been made of Sian (in documentaries on Marco 
Polo, The old Silk Road and the entombed terra cotta 
soldiers) and Cracow (the Pope's home town) - yet they 
cannot be looked up in the atlas! Why are these places not 
in the atlas? In fact, they are, but only under the foreign-

language names of Xi'an, and Krak6w. It is also claimed 
that the names bear their diacritical marks (accents, tones 
and the like), but this is far from true, for many are 
omitted, so that Chungking, for instance, well known to 
all those who lived through the last World War, is not only 
given as the unknown Chongqing, but, as the essential 
diacritical marks are missing, could be understood (by a 
Chinese reader) as meaning "the pestilential plague"! 

It is a great pity that in this country the householder 
has so often to choose between an atlas which attractively 
and faithfully portrays the real nature of the Earth's 
surface (such as the one under review) but which omits so 
many of the very names one wishes to locate, and an 
atlas which does give to the lay map user the place name 
information he requires (for recreational, business and 
travel purposes) though in a context of second-rate 
cartography out of a second-rate publisher. This dilemma 
is more marked in England than in any other country, and 
appears to be a phenomenon of our time. 

H.A. Sandford 

READER'S DIGEST GUIDE TO PLACES OF 
THE WORLD 
London: The Reader's Digest Association Limited, 
1987. 736pp, 250 colour illustrations, 158 maps. 
£21.95. 

This handsome, lavishly-illustrated volume is in fact 
rather more than its title implies for it combines the roles 
of gazetteer, reference book and geographical dictionary 
in a particularly attractive format. Ideal for office or 
home use it has already solved a number of queries which 
have arisen in my home in the short time it has been in 
my possession (one of its more frivolous attributes is that 
it is especially helpful in solving some of the clues in The 
Times Concise Crossword!). 

The main body of the book is taken up by an A-Z 
gazetteer which covers the continents of the world, its 
individual nations, major cities and places regarded by 
the compilers as being important for one reason or another. 
A number of geographical features such as the Naga Hills 
on the India/Burma border, the artificial Lake Mead, and 
the loesslands of China are also dealt with in the gazetteer. 
Not surprisingly entries vary considerably in length though 
the treatment in one or two cases seems a little unexpected 
-for example, Castle Bran with its Dracula associations in 
Transylvania is treated to fourteen lines while Rostock, 
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the chief port of East Germany warrants only six. Never
theless the information provided is generally pertinent and 
useful, each entry supplying data about population, 
physical characteristics, economics and so on. One hundred 
and fifty-eight admirably clear and attractive maps supple
ment the text, together with two hundred and fifty well 
chosen colour photographs. The maps are produced by 
Cartographic Services (Cirencester) Limited and do them 
great credit. The accuracy of the textual information is 
the responsibility of the Consultant Editor, Alan B. 
Mountjoy, and an impressive team of contributors and 
consultants, among them many familiar names from the 
world of academic geography. Individual nations receive 
special treatment, each having a lengthy essay, a map and 
a table of data relating to area, population, capital, type 
of government, currency, languages, religions, climate, 
products, industries, exports,per capita income, population 
growth and life expectancy. There are also a number of 
special features dealing with major natural phenomena -
"How glaciers change the landscape", for example, or 
"How a volcano is created". Each of these features is 
illustrated by splendid full-colour diagrams prepared by 
Gary Hincks. These are clear and informative as well as 
attractive examples of graphic art. One rather unusual 
feature of the volume is the inclusion of essays which are 
designed to give some idea of the way in which different 
people live. We have, for instance, "A Day in the Life of 
an Indian Moneylender" and "A Day in the Life of a 
Chilean Winegrower". For those readers who are anxious 
to know the biggest, the highest, or the deepest phenomena, 
tabular information is provided about the world's largest 
deserts, the longest transport tunnels, the highest water
falls and so on. At the end of the book is a list of Inter
national Organizations and Alliances followed by a 
colourful section such as used to be included in all popular 
atlases- the flags of the world. . 

Browsing through this large and weighty tome I found 
only one or two minor items about which to quibble - on 
page 331 the illustration does not show the Hawa Mahal 
in Jaipur as the caption would have us believe but one of 
the buildings in the great fort at Amber some miles away 
on page 138 one might question whether Cetinje in 
Montenegro is really a major tourist centre, with its one 
hotel and its streets ravaged by the earthquake of 1979 
and serious later flooding. These are small points, however, 
and for its size, the vast amount of helpful information 
provided, its readability, its lavish production (which 
makes it excellent for browsing), the book is reasonably 
priced at £21.95 and can be heartily recommended as a 
reference work or as study material for any cartographic 
office as well as being the ideal home geographical encyclo
pedia. 

Alan Hodgkiss 

AN ATLAS OF ANGLO-SAXON ENGLAND 
By David Hill. Oxford: Basic B1ackwell, 1984. 
180pp, 260 maps, diagrams and time charts, 
ISBN 0 631 1384 3 £9.50 paperback. 

The author of this atlas must be a compulsive graphica
tor since he attempts "to display all the evidence on later 
Anglo-Saxon England that can be placed in a topographic 
framework". This proposal, astonishing in its scope for a 
single scholar to attempt, is nevertheless achieved in 260 
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maps and diagrams most of which are accompanied by 
lucid, short, at times trenchant, passages of text. The 
volume is structured in six parts, the first of which intrO·· 
duces the reader to Anglo-Saxon England by means afits; 
depiction on some of our early medieval maps. There 
follows "The Background" with general maps of geology 
and climate with some other maps of more local specialized 
interest, the section concluding with a complicated two
page spread time-chart of the Kings and Princes 700-1066, 
The next section, "The Events", is a brave attempt to 
express graphically the major movements and campaigns 
of the Vikings as these were undertaken in Iceland, 
Ireland, Gaul and Spain. "The Administration" opens 
with a consideration of Offa's Dyke and goes on to deal 
with the Burghal Hidage and the itineraries and land 
holding of the Kings; most of these lend themselves to 
effective cartographic presentation. The main emphasis in 
the pages covering "The Economy" is on mints and towns 
with somewhat less satisfactory treatment of some other 
aspects, such as the extent of medieval open fields and the 
map with the dubious legend "Lime" on page 110. The 
use of a solid geology map to depict "Limestone and 
chalk areas" as a backcloth to "mortared masonry" is 
rather crude as in many parts so demarcated the rocks in 
question do not outcrop on the surface and are in places 
buried beneath superficial deposits to such a depth as to 
be beyond contemporary means of exploitation. More 
serious, however, is the unwarranted presence of limestone 
over such a large area of central Devon and around the 
northern fringe of Dartmoor! The last part, "The Church" 
is, on the author's own admission, but an ephemeral and 
interim attempt to express the great and immensely 
influential institution which was the Anglo-Saxon Church. 

Cartographically, there is much to praise in this atlas 
and there are a number of attractive features but one 
cannot help gaining the impression that, whatever the 
evidence, a map or diagram has had to be produced come 
what may. As a result there are some maps which, if 
subjected to a process of greater scrutiny and selection, 
should have been improved or omitted; illustrations 69, 
72, 76, and 77 in particular call for such treatment. 
Purists in the production of maps will raise more than an 
eyebrow in the choice of shading for some of the illustra
tions and the inability of the shades to take the reduction 
and remain legible. Criticism must be targetted on the 
arrangement of the text and maps where the former in 
many cases seems to have been composed without thought 
as to length or fit relative to the map to which it relates or 
to the page layout. Surely, the unreadable miniature 
which purports to be a map of Norway and two columns 
of text in the upper part of page 49, leaving nearly two 
thirds of the page a blank white space, approaches the 
ridiculous in design terms. Students of Anglo-Saxon 
history may justifiably feel disappointed in that the 
bibliography does not extend beyond the more readily 
available secondary sources, particularly when with certain 
illustrations bearing the legend "after A.N. Other unpub
lished" they can get no further information. But this is 
perhaps somewhat better than having no identification as 
is also the case. 

For members of the SUC this is an historical atlas well 
worth examining closely as there is considerable potential 
and indeed a challenge for cartographers in the production 



of space-time graphics for this genre. 
William Ravenhill 

ATLAS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Edited by Trevor Griffin and Murray McCaskill. 
148pp, 190 maps, 70,000 words of text, 390 x 
276 mm, South Australian Government Printing 
Division in association with Wakefield press on 
behalf of the South Australia Jubilee 150 Board, 
Adelaide, South Australia, 1986. $55 (Australian) 

During the reviewer's sojourn in Australia, Adelaide 
was, and still is, one of his favourite cities. Sophisticated 
and genteel with a touch of class and elegance that no 
other Australian city could match, a visit there was always 
an uplifting experience. It was also the town that hosted 
the 1976 Australian National Cartographic Conference 
which brought the reviewer into contact with South 
Australian cartographers and cartography. Like their city, 
their products were sophisticated and elegant. 

This current production is no exception and indeed 
epitomizes all that is good about South Australian cartog
raphy. A sizeable project, taking four years in preparation, 
the mapping element was the equivalent effort of 15 years 
for one cartographer. It is also interesting insomuch that it 
was a sponsored product supported by several major South 
Australian based companies such as BHP. 

Accompanying the atlas were press handouts and 
detailed launching programmes including television cover
age. This is symptomatic of the forward looking policies 
now adopted by South Australian Government for their 
mapping products - a lesson here for all map producers! 

The atlas is divided into five major sections: The Course 
of Settlement; Environment and Resources; Production; 
South Australians and a series of regional topographic 
maps. The major treatment is a full page map supported 
by smaller maps and diagrams, photographs and text. 

Overall the cartography is bold, innovative and striking 
as instanced immediately by the maps on pages 4 and 5. 
Simplicity in graphic presentation, not normally a facet of 
national government cartographic productions, is well in 
evidence with backgrounds, in particular, being kept to 
the essentials. Visual levels are paramount and the whole 
approach is exactly along the lines of graphic simplicity 
which ties in with the personal cartographic philosophy of 
the reviewer. Colours throughout are subtle and intelli
gently chosen. Some of the small maps, such as those of 
Britain showing Assisted Emigrants on pages 11 and 12 
make an interesting study in themselves. 

Negative aspects are relatively minor, though one 
complaint could be that at times the size and placement 
of names is just too subtle and difficult to read, especially 
for geriatric, bespectacled reviewers! 

There are some fascinating detail within the maps such 
as the depiction of Lighthouse Ranges on the map page 35. 
Again on page 36 the beautiful air brushed habitat zones 
give a novel approach to land use style cartography. 
Page 45 and following with maps such as Surface Geology 
show that there are still the detailed scientific maps to 
appease and content purists. Despite complex legends the 
maps are still delicate and aesthetic. Page 63, Fisheries, 
shows an ingenious solution to a common cartographic 
problem, that of several spatial overlays on the one map. 

As with many maps in the atlas, well worth a study for 
its methodology alone. 

Some maps in the Production section do get rather 
complex, but then they are depicting rather complex 
situations. Included in this segment are some beautiful 
dot maps again worthy of study as methodological 
examples. Many of the Manufacturing and Population 
maps tend to be for one specific date. Another minor 
criticism may come from the statistically minded that 
these "snapshot" years may or may not have been typical 
and some greater concern for trends may have been more 
valuable. However looking at the thoroughness with which 
this product was prepared, it is almost certain that these 
factors were carefully considered. Again, what is not in 
dispute is the continuation of a high standard of attractive 
cartography. 

One could continue to eulogize on this cartographic 
product but a final mention could be made of the map on 
page 103 - Trade Areas -for its visual interest and sheer 
innovation. This is yet another fine example of atlas 
thematic cartography which can (and will by the reviewer) 
be used as an excellent teaching aid in cartography courses. 

The final segment of topographic maps again points 
to the high standard and visual appeal of even relatively 
conventional cartography in South Australia. 

All in all a lovely product which should become a mile
stone of its type in cartography. It is something that all in 
South Australia connected with the project can be justi
fiably proud of as they have made a significant 
contribution to the reputation of Australian cartography 
on the world scene and indeed to cartography itself. 
Congratulations! 

John C. Robertson 

RAND McNALLY CLASSROOM ATLAS 
Chicago: Rand McNally & Company, Edition 8, 
1987. 254 x 184 mm, 96pp, 85pp full-colour 
maps. B & W index of 2 500 place names. 
ISBN 0 528 17720 6. $2.84 paperback. 

In a country noted more for the volume than the quality 
of its school maps and atlases, the firm of Rand McNally 
is certainly among the best respected, and its aassroom 
Atlas is annually reprinted with minor revision. This year; 
the opportunity has been taken to make a somewhat 
greater revision to form a new, eighth, edition. 

This revision chiefly affects the 18-page introductory 
section of global thematic maps: a map of settlements 
replaces that of soils; world climates have been completely 
re-classified; a number of other maps have been re-drawn. 
The editor is gradually replacing the Goode's Interrupted 
Homolosine Equal-Area Condensed projection (which 
employs a sinusoidal graticule between about 40°N and 
40°S, and the Mollweide graticule polevvards) for this 
suite of maps, by the new Robinson compromise projec
tion (a flat polar projection compromising all forms of 
distortion and which the average classroom teacher might 
easily take to be the Eckert IV). As this replacement is 
yet incomplete, it remains very difficult for pupils to 
relate natural vegetation (on Goode's) to climate (on 
Robinson's), for instance. Pupils are marginally aided by 
a slightly enlarged typeface in textual passages and in 
index. 
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The bulk of the atlas covers the various parts of the 
world by hypsographic, political and thematic maps. 
The former have a background of conventional hypso
metric colours. They lack defmed contours and incorporate 
gradient shading, thus justifying the publisher's description 
of "merged relier•. In this edition, land areas outside the 
map title are printed in neutral grey. Generally, however, 
the colours are brighter and more reflective in the revision, 
11-nd this is either a help or a hindrance according to the 
lighting conditions. 

The political maps are very overcrowded as is commonly 
{ound in American productions, but the environmental 
maps, in the distinctive Rand McNally style, are highly 
successful and more faithful to the true extent of urban 
development than are most maps of this genre. 

As one might expect, over a quarter of the regional 
coverage is of the United States, and the British Isles 
figure only as part of the map of Europe. 

The adequate index of place names is in letter-by-letter 
order and uses alphanumerical coordinates. There is no 
consistent policy regarding the choice of geographical 
name where there are alternatives. On one map we find 
the conventional American name of Archangel, but on 
another map it is replaced by the "Russian" name of 
Archangelsk, and on yet another by that of Arkhangelsk. 
These, together with Archangel'sk, Arkhangel'sk, 
Arkhangelski and yet others, are all successive and 
ephemeral attempts to do as the Russians are purported to 
do, are most confusing to the young child, and are no 
worthwhile substitute for the age-long, enduring, stable 
and meaningful - not to say colourful - conventional 
American name of Archangel. 

Although this little atlas is not of the first water, it is a 
step forward for the American market, and is certainly 
more suited to the teaching of social studies than are the 
largely political atlases published by most of Rand 
McNally's competitors. 

H.A. Sandford 

ATLAS OF LEICESTERSffiRE 
By A.J. Strachan. Leicester: Community and 
Employment Research Unit, University of 
Leicester, 2nd edition, 1986. 71 maps/diagrams. 
£3.50. 

The purpose of this volume, as the compiler explains, is 
to fill "in a modest way" a gap in the growing literature 
on the county, and to meet the demands of a population 
"increasingly interested in its local environment". It has 
therefore aimed at the widest coverage of topics, making 
it suitable, it claims, for both resident and visitor, school 
and college. 

There are several maps devoted to each topic which 
are themselves perhaps rather predictable; from adminis
trative boundaries to the physical setting, historical 
setting, population, communications, work, agriculture, 
nature reserves and water resources, the city of Leicester 
and finally, the other county towns. The introduction 
acknowledges the research work of a number of colleagues 
and this is reflected to some extent in the strengths and 
weaknesses of the topics. The most useful sections are 
those where contemporary statistics have been used and 
which are not available in any other published form, for 
instance, those on the ethnic mix of Leicester and of 
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recent employment changes. On the former, the atlas 
reveals some interesting contrasts within Leicester, particu
larly when housing occupancy and ethnicity are compared. 
On post-war employment in the county, the maps and 
diagrams not only chart the substantial growth of the 
industrial suburbs of Oadby and Wigston but also point 
to the remarkable resilience of an industrial structure that 
is still reliant upon engineering, textiles and footwear. 

Elsewhere, however, the atlas is rather less than success· 
ful. The lack of any commentary is a regrettable omission 
not least because some maps require explanation of the 
criteria employed. The Historical Setting 3.1-3.7 is: 
particularly weak in this respect. 3.3 The Anglo-Saxon 
Period uses two place name categories but we are not 
shown how they were determined. Can we really continue 
to suggest lines of migration along the river valleys as is 
suggested? Similarly, in 3.5 Domesday, what denotes a 
"larger" settlement? Or, in another context, what are the 
Priority Zones 1984 of 9.4? Why maps of agricultural 
change for 1951-1977 and yet others on beef and dairy 
cattle for 1980? 

The cartography is generally clear and unequivocal but 
the opportunity afforded by a second edition has been 
missed in a number of places. Metric scale has been used 
throughout but 3.1 Prehistory has the high ground in feet 
and 3.5 Domesday shows density per square mile. The 
lack of conformity in the pie-charts on Employment 
Structure, 6.4- 6.8, is frustrating and misleading. Finally, 
that more than one hand has been responsible for the 
maps is noticeable in the lettering styles; some typeset, 
others not. 

My fmal misgiving on the usefulness of this atlas comes 
from the decision, evidently on the grounds of cost, to 
produce it in a ring bound format. My review copy soon 
showed signs of wear and there is the fear that any school 
or college making frequent use of it could soon end up 
with lots of separate sheets. 

ZONES OF CONFLICT. AN ATLAS OF 
FUTURE WARS 

P. Bigmore 

By J. Keegan and A. Wheatcroft. London: 
Jonathan Cape, 1986. 158pp £10.95 

This is an original and valuable book which summarizes 
in maps and text the potential for conflict in 28 regions of 
the world and the topographical features of these areas 
which are of military significimce. In addition there are 
short sections concerned with global patterns of physical, 
economic and military geography, and with the possible 
strategy of War in Space. 

The regional maps vary in scale from continental (e.g. 
North America) to provincial (e.g. Northern Ireland). 
All are clearly drawn to a constant style using two colours 
for symbols depicting features such as strategic corridors 
of movement, oil terminals, army, navy and air bases. 
Topographical features and place names have been carefully 
selected to ensure that there is no superfluous detail. It is 
for areas of the world relatively unfamiliar to the majority 
of potential readers that the maps are likely to be most 
useful, such as Afghanistan, the Western Sahara, or 
Kurdistan, areas which are usually only depicted at a small 
scale in conventional atlases and where there are important 
topographic constraints to be considered in the planning 



of military operations. 
The maps at a continental or sub-continental scale are 

relatively less successful. The map of China, for example, 
although sub-titled "The Zones of Vulnerability" identifies 
only one border incident with the USSR (on the River 
Amur) out of the many hundreds which have occurred 
along the whole length of the boundary, from Sinkiang in 
the west to the River Ussuri in the east, during the last 
twenty years. 

A critical test for an atlas of this sort must be its utility 
when consulted for background information on events 
which are "in the news" at the time of purchase, and here 
it scores highly. There are, for example, good in-depth 
explanations of the conflict between Chad and Libya, the 
intractable problems of Uganda, and the reasons for the 
preoccupation of the American government with affairs 
in Nicaragua. Appropriately, the section on the Gulf is 
sub-titled "Permanent Flashpoint". 

In general the maps are stronger in their depiction of 
potential "terrestrial" than "maritime" theatres of opera
tion. It is surprising that more attention is not paid to the 
global pattern of naval dispositions and indeed the Indian 
and Pacific Oceans only appear as units on the world map, 
despite their significance in super-power strategy. The 
Pacific suffers particularly from the Eurocentric projec
tion which means that it is divided along the International 
Date Line. The Soviet bases in the Kurile Islands and 
Kamchatka feature in a chapter with Sakhalin, but the 
identity of an area of confrontation in the North Pacific is 
lost because they appear on the opposite side of the world 
map from their American counterparts in the Aleutian 
Islands and Alaska. This contrasts sharply with the detail 
given to the confrontation between NATO and Warsaw 
Pact forces on land in Europe, which takes up the first 
four chapters and deals in some detail with the disposition 
of the opposing units and the nature of the terrain between 
them. 

This atlas is to be highly recommended and the authors, 
with their cartographer Malcolm Porter, are to be 
congratulated on producing an innovative, well presented 
and reliable source of information. It must be hoped that 
a wider and better understanding of the possible causes 
and locations of future conflicts will help to prevent their 
occurrence or at least contain their effects before they 
develop into superpower confrontations. 

A.J. Budd 

THE ORDNANCE SURVEY COMPLETE GUIDE 
TO THE BATTLEFIELDS OF BRITAIN 
By David Smurthwaite. Exeter: Webb and Bower/ 
London: Michae1 Joseph, 1987. 
ISBN 0 86350 157 5 £8.95 paperback. 

This title is the welcome 1987 paperback edition of 
David Smurthwaite's earlier (1984) hardback and it is now 
of a price and lightness to commend it to the traveller in 
search of Britain's battlefield heritage. To all of us who 
tramp battlefields, and .my explorations have been of 
Flanders and Verdun with inadequate maps, a guide of 
such clarity is a challenge to other authors and publishers. 

There are 224 pages of text liberally illustrated by 
extracts from Ordnance Survey maps, reproductions of 
contemporary documents and paintings, colour and 
black-and-white photographs, artists' impressions of 
battlefield sites and genea1ogies. The end papers contain a 

regimental table so readers can trace the later service of 
regiments which fought in Britain between 1660 and 17 46, 
a glossary of terms used in warfare, a gazetteer, a bibliog
raphy and a comprehensive index. 

The book is organized in six major sections - The 
Romans in Britain, Early England, The Middle Ages, The 
Age of the Wars of the Roses, the English Civil War, 
Warfare in the Age of Reason, with a very much shorter 
concluding section, The Battle of Britain - The Royal Air 
Force 1918-1940. 

Each section opens with a full-page, black-and-white 
map of Britain locating the battle sites which will be 
described in the text together with tribal groupings, 
administrative boundaries and principal urban centres 
according to the period being studied. The text then 
consists of an essay setting the battles in their historical 
context. I particularly liked the clear discussion of the 
myth and the reality surrounding the Wars of the Roses 
and the explanation of the nature of warfare in that era. 
These section maps are, however, variable in quality and 
somewhat static. Thus for the English Civil War we have 
the key confrontations of Edgehill, Naseby and so on 
shown on the introductory map but the opportunity is 
missed to show the key role of those ports which held 
out for Parliament - London of course, but also Bristol, 
Hull and Plymouth. The Royalist seige of Plymouth 
could have been indicated; after all, its failure effectively 
nullified other Royalist successes in the southwest. The 
opportunity might have been taken to portray carto
graphically the strategic factors in the War though, to be 
fair, these are discussed entirely satisfactorily in the text. 
Again, the section map for the period 410-1060 shows 
the battles under discussion but doesn't differentiate 
between those involving Britons against Germanic invaders 
from the Vikings against the Anglo-Saxons nor are the 
origins of the invaders shown. 

The individual battle descriptions are very nicely done. 
Most are illustrated by a contemporary picture or by a 
photograph of the site today; most have an Ordnance 
Survey map on which are superimposed blocks to represent 
the forces involved. On each map the scale is given and the 
scales selected are appropriate for either small, close
actions such as Mortimer's Cross in 1461 or for more 
dispersed actions such as Dunbar in 1650. Curiously, two 
of the battles, Hastings (1066) and Bosworth (1485) 
which are arguably turning points in British history, are 
illustrated not by Ordnance Survey maps but by artists' 
impressions of the battle site. These are in themselves well 
done but seem more appropriate to complement conven
tional maps rather than to supplant them. 

David Smurthwaite will have surprised many of his 
readers by his inclusion of the battle for air supremacy 
over England in the late summer of 1940, yet how 
welcome it will be to a younger generation to have this 
map of the fighter command groups' sectors so that we 
may readily locate such evocative names as Biggin Hill and 
Tangmere. But by his very inclusion of the air dimension 
in the Guide, the author highlights his omission of any 
reference to the sea approaches of Britain and the 
numerous battles - not least those of the Spanish Armada 
campaign in 1588 - that testify to the assaults on Britain. 
In such a section the Dutch success in the Medway in the 
Anglo-Dutch Wars would surely get a mention, as would 
the anti-U boat sorties out of Liverpool of Walker and 
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Horton and others in World War Two. But David Smurth
waite will argue that such a topic merits another atlas
guide altogether; his own will serve the historian, armchair 
reader and traveller admirably. 

Barry Carter 

PANORAMIC MAPS OF CITffiS IN THE 
UNITED STATES AND CANADA: 
A CHECKLIST OF MAPS IN THE 
COLLECTION OF THE LffiRARY OF 
CONGRESS 
Compiled by J .R. Hebert and P .E. Demsey. 
Washington, D.C.: Library of Congress, 1984. 
us $6.00. 

The panoramic map was a form of illustration in vogue 
in the USA between the end of the Civil War in 1865 and 
the early 1900s. Also known as a birds-eye view, perspec
tive map or panorama, it was a cartographer's half-breed, 
by Field Sketch out of Town Plan. Its equivalent today 
would be an oblique aerial photograph, and the present 
illustrated volume catalogues the 1700-odd examples held 
by the US Library of Congress. 

A majority of these maps were produced by a very 
small group of artists whose output, considering the 
amount of on-the-spot work involved, was remarkable. 
Two teams alone, in the peak year of 1868, produced 
60 of the maps in the Library of Congress collection. In 
many !cases, the maps showed individual buildings, their 
street numbers and major occupiers, and the buildings 
thems. Ives were individually sketched by the artist, 
window by window. Even when the scale was too small 
for this to show, pains were evidently taken to depict the 
size and outline of the buildings accurately. The Midwest 
and, especially, Madison, Wisconsin, seems to have been 
the centre of this burst of activity: it was here that the 
principal producers were to be found. 

The 40-odd years during which the maps were in vogue 
were, of course, the years of the balloon before the years 
of the airplane: by the end of the period it was possible 
to depict by photograph and actual ascent what had 
previously had to be created by the fertile imagination of 
an observer who could visualize himself occupying a view
point 2 000 or 3 000 feet above a city. 

It is easy enough, therefore, to account for the decline 
of the technique: what is also, however, of interest is to 
account for its popularity during those 40 years. The 
period after the Civil War was the great age of western 
expansion, with industrialization and the spread of the 
railway transforming a rural America into an urban-based 
society. Urban boosterism was the order of the day, and 
many of the Library's examples seem to have been com
missioned by the cities precisely to boost themselves. 
These maps could plot, better than a topographic series 
always behind the times, the growth of urban centres and 
the quality - indeed, the permanence - of urban 
structures. 

Then, too, this was a period of grotesque land specula
tion and land fraud. Many a buyer paid for land in towns 
which existed only on the planner's map, not on the 
ground. It was, therefore, reassuring to have the testimony 
of these now-forgotten artists - Ruger, Stoner, Fowler, 
Bailey - that they had actually been to Hiawatha, Kansas, 
in 1879, or to Cheyenne, Wyoming, in 1882, and drawn 
exactly what existed, no more and no less. Let us hope 
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that the work of this small band of men saved a few poor 
souls from investing their money in swamp or sandhill, 
under the illusion that they were helping to create another 
Chicago. 

J .H. Paterson 

EXPLORATION AND MAPPING OF THE 
AMERICAN WEST: SELECTED ESSAYS 
Edited by Donna P. Koepp. Chicago: Speculum 
Orbis Press, 1986. $18.95. 

Unlike much of the Old World where civilization existed 
millenia before accurate mapping, the New World was 
opened to European settlement through the efforts of 
mapmakers. Early mapmakers were often as much propa
gandists as scientists, a function which did not entirely 
end even with the new scientific standards of the nine
teenth century. Settlers had to be attracted to unknown 
areas by mapmakers, whilst railroads and the transconti
nental routes of the nineteenth century owed as much to 
surveyors as to politicians. 

The eight essays in Exploration and Mapping of the 
American West trace the record of the mapmakers' 
achievements over a period of four hundred years, from 
the travellers' tales and fantasies of the sixteenth-century 
explorers to the possibilities opened up by the latest 
advances in space technology, which give the opportunity 
of receiving surveys from satellites every nine days. 

The essays are varied in topic, Kenneth Nebenzahl gives 
an annotated listing of 29 maps from 1540 to 1848. Some 
of these are illustrated but the text would need to be 
compared with reproductions from a more comprehensive 
source. Here, too, the major defect of this work is clearly 
apparent. Whilst the typography and line drawings - and 
the binding - are excellent, the half-tone map reproduc
tions and photographs are really dreadful. Dark, semi
visible, and sometimes fading into a thick fog, they obscure 
the very points the authors are trying to make. In a book 
dealing with maps the reader has the right to expect clear 
map reproductions. Something has gone badly amiss in an 
otherwise excellent production. 

Other essays cover individual cartographers: the essay 
by Robert Karrow Jr on George M. Wheeler and the 
surveys of 1869-1879 is a particularly fine example of 
the personal scientific excellence of Wheeler as a surveyor, 
his professional rivalries, and the political infighting which 
accompanied the survey of the semi-arid lands around the 
100th meridian. Disinterested science often had to give 
way before Congressional budget-cutting and political self
interest. 

Similar clashes of science, regional ambition and 
politics are traced in the essay by J ames Coombs on the 
1850s exploration of the Southwest Route for a railroad 
from Missouri to Southern California. Whatever the merits 
of this route geographically, it was overtaken by the anti
slavery campaign and the Civil War of 1861-65. Northern 
victory brought with it a northern railroad, well away 
from the survey lines of the 1850s. 

Historians as well as cartographers will read this work 
with profit and it makes an interesting contribution to the 
history of American settlement, particularly that of the 
trans-Mississippi West. 

But if this book is ever reissued something must be 
done about those really dreadful map reproductions and 
photographs. 

Adrian Bailey 



THE CITY IN MAPS: URBAN MAPPING TO 
1900 
By James Elliot. London: The British Library, 
1987. 88pp, 13 colour plates, 45 b/w. 
ISBN 0 7123 0134 8£9.95. 

The history of cartography is a complex topic, as 
many lengthy and thoroughly-researched volumes testify. 
It is therefore pleasing to see how much can be achieved 
in a mere 85 pages, albeit on the restricted topic of urban 
mapping. This book is based on a recent exhibition 
organized by the Map Library of the British Library 
(June 198~ - December 1987). Fifty-eight of the 75 
exhibits are illustrated here, either in full or as extracts. 

The book is divided into seven short chapters, with an 
even shorter preface on "the earliest town plans" from 
fragmentary clay tablets of the 4th century BC to Chinese 
plans of the early medieval period. The major chapters 
deal with the medieval city; the town plans of the seven
teenth century; early plans in the British Isles; town plans 
of the eighteenth century; town plans of the nineteenth 
century; and two thematic chapters. The ensemble is 
completed by a page of references for further reading and 
a catalogue of the exhibition itself. 

The text is concise, of necessity, but is nevertheless 
very readable, and is generally well-integrated with the 
illustrations. The only instances where this is not so are 
occasioned by the placement of the colour plates. Several 
interesting themes are discussed, including the evolution 
of the "bird's-eye view", and the rise of the true plan 
following this, although the epic Forma Urbis Romae was 
probably as true a plan as was then possible (Figure 2). 
These interesting themes transcend the otherwise rather 
artificial division of chapters into centuries. 

The illustrations are in general well-chosen. Both black
and-white and colour plates are well reproduced. It would, 
however, have been useful for those readers not already 
familiar with this material to be given an indication of 
how far the plans have been reduced to fit the page size, 
or, where an extract is shown, what proportion of the 
original this represents. A slight query over the choice of 
illustrations arises in the use of several views, or 
"prospects". The theme of the bird's-eye view is well
treated in chapters 1 and 2, but later examples of prospects 
are justified since "while the plan depicted the horizontal 
dimensions, the prospect . . . provided a vertical 
component" (p. 59). Although these views are visually 
interesting, and the depictions of buildings may be useful 
in certain cases, some of these examples (The south west 
prospect of the University, and City of Oxford, Figure 33) 
sit somewhat uneasily in a book devoted to urban mapping. 

The two thematic chapters are possibly the least 
successful feature of the book. This is purely because they 
are too short to do justice to the complex topics of 
medical, social, military and disaster mapping. The former 
chapter concentrates on disease, being illustrated with two 
maps from Snow's classic On the mode of communication 
of cholera and a colour plate of London poverty. The last 
chapter is an uneasy mixture of maps drawn for military 
purposes or to illustrate campaigns, and those drawn to 
depict the scale of urban fires or, as in the case of Goad's 
fire insurance plans, to prepare for the aftermath of 
such a catastrophe. 

These minor quibbles apart, The City in Maps is a good 
introduction to this topic: its chief advantages being an 

easily readable text, copious and well-produced illustra
tions, and competitive price. 

P .J. Larkham 

THE ELUSIVE CITY: FIVE CENTURIES OF 
DESIGN, AMBITION AND MISCALCULATION 
By Jonathan Bamett. London: The Herbert Press, 
1987. 210pp. £14.95. 

There are plenty of histories of urban design but few 
of them try to do the job in 200 pages. Barnett saves 
space by beginning with the Renaissance, but the excision 
of the Ancient World is entirely justifiable in what is, one 
supposes, an undergraduate text aimed at students in 
architecture. With the Renaissance, Barnett can begin with 
the planned city of the modern world and bring it right up 
to the confusing post-modernist scene of the 1980s. 
Classical ideas and elements, reworked in the Renaissance, 
are frequently present, and one senses that Barnett sees 
them as a way forward even now, in partnership with a· 
revived modernism. This is not, however, a tract. On the. 
contrary, it reads like a course of illustrated lectures; 
covering a great deal of ground and referring to a wide 
range of significant artists and ideas. Factual errors are 
very few. Most of the judgments are conventional, but 
such is normally required of an introductory survey. 

Barnett organizes his account around design concepts, 
which are portrayed as the product of individuals. This is 
a clear and helpful approach. We begin with the great 
classical and baroque street plans - the Rome of Sixtus, 
Wren's London, Versailles, Bath and Washington. These 
monumental city designs are undermined by a new 
technology in the later nineteenth century. With the lift, 
the steel frame, and the car, the city starts to spread while 
office towers in the centre destroy the old aesthetic. 
Barnett is fascinated by the revival of the picturesque 
which he sees in the garden city and the garden suburb, 
and finally in Broadacre City. However, it was much more 
difficult to envisage modernist designs which could link a 
rebuilt downtown to the spreading suburbs. Beginning 
with Gamier, architects developed a concept stressing 
space and height. The most persuasive version was Le 
Corbusier's, which required the complete removal of the 
existing city. When the Second World War produced this 
effect, Le Corbusier's ideas were bound to carry the day, 
and they were not seriously questioned until the 1970s. 
Ultimately, argues Barnett, the architects were bound to 
try to convert the whole of the city into a single building 
in the form of the megastructure, and he devotes a whole 
chapter to this confusing topic without ever producing a 
clear definition of this outdated concept. 

The megastructure nevertheless provides an appropriate 
approach to Barnett's conclusion, which is that all these 
design concepts were intended to give form to the city, 
and all failed. In future, we have to relate design to social 
and economic change. However, Barnett's historical 
review rarely refers to social and economic change, leaving 
us in the dark about the relationship between change and 
design. One might argue that if we cannot establish this 
link in history, we have little hope of doing so in the 
present or the future. Meanwhile, Barnett's account gives 
good value as a historical survey. It is constantly lucid and 
readable, and it is fully illustrated with 157 plates, not all 
of them familiar. 

Anthony R. Sutcliffe 
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THE VILLAGE LONDON. THE CHANGING 
FACE OF GREATER LONDON 1822-1903 
London: The Alderman Press, 1986. 204pp. 
ISBN 0 946619 23 3 £15.00. 

The main substance of this book consists of 91 pages 
of Ordnance Survey "One Inch" (1:63 360) maps of 
Greater London, enlarged to approximately twice that 
scale and reproduced in black and white. The maps are of 
three dates: first, the earliest available map, published 
between 1805 and 1822; then a mid-century map, pub
lished about 1886; and finally a turn-of-the century map, 
published about 1904. The maps cover the area from 
Windsor in the west to Dartford in the east and from 
St. Albans in the north to Reigate in the south and are 
printed in series of three, area by area. 

As Brian Harley has demonstrated in such meticulous 
detail in his commentaries on the OS first edition sheets 
published in facsimile by David & Charles, it is extremely 
difficult to date early OS maps exactly. Details were 
added to the plates at successive printings so that the up
to-dateness of the information even on one sheet may 
vary considerably. For this reason it is impossible to 
assemble "snapshots" of the whole of Greater London in 
map form at specific dates. This collection does the best 
that it can with the available materials, but the first edition 
maps, unavoidably, are of four different dates: 1805, 
1816, 1819 and 1822. The amount of information shown 
on successive editions also varies; one obtains a much 
more detailed picture of countryside and town from the 
later maps than from the first edition. As always, one 
wishes that the early surveyors had known what we in the 
late twentieth century would have liked them to include. 

Unless one lives within easy reach of the British Library 
or one of the major map libraries it is difficult to consult 
early editions of the OS map. This atlas is therefore a 
very handy work of reference. It will no doubt be 
consulted by those general readers who live in London 
and who wish to see what their familiar areas used to look 
like. A quick scrutiny of two familiar areas, Boston Manor 
and Highgate, showed immediately that many interesting 
points relating to place names and to the dates by which 
roads and buildings were in existence can be extracted 
from the maps. The atlas will also be consulted by students 
of urban geography and history - London was the world's 
first "millionaire city" and records of its spectacular 
growth are of considerable contemporary interest; and by 
those whose interests are primarily cartographic. Students 
of London will slot these maps into longer sequences, 
which might for example include Harris's Street Plan of 
London (1801), Smith's New and Correct Pocket Plan of 
the Cities of London and Westminster (1837) and Charles 
Booth's maps of London wealth and poverty (1889), the 
last reproduced by the London Topographical Society. 

The maps are prefaced by two interesting essays, both 
very readable. First comes an extract from Percy Fitz
gerald's Victoria's London - The Suburbs (c.l890). This 
gives a vivid personal impression of the growing city. 
Fitzgerald was an enthusiast for London and for the 
"progress" that was being made in his own times; but he 
had an uncritical, even a romantic view of his subject 
matter and seems to have been unaware of the human 
degradation and suffering which existed cheek-by-jowl 
with wealth and elegance in Victorian London. Second 
comes a concise essay on the growth of Victorian London 
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by B.R. Bruff which serves as a general commentary on 
the maps, again without social comment. Only on page 6 
is there a hint of what life for many in the growing city 
was like: we read of railway companies driving their tracks 
"roughshod" into built-up areas and "erasing" one whole 
area, Agar Town. 

This atlas is, then, a useful collection of maps for 
reference. It contains maps which are difficult to find 
anywhere else and is to be recommended on that account. 

Patrick Bailey 

MAP OF THE RAILWAYS PROPOSED BY THE 
BILLS OF mE SESSION OF 1863 IN THE 
METROPOLIS & ITS VICINITY 
Publication No. 116 (1973) of the London Topo
graphical Society, SO Grove Lane, London SES. 
£2.00. 

During the first half of the 1860s there was a boom in 
railway promotions, reaching its peak in 1865 with the 
introduction of no fewer than 343 Bills, of which 250 
went on to become Acts. For schemes which affected 
London the peak came a little earlier, in the session of 
1863. In that year a select committee of the House of 
Lords considered London communications, and in the 
following year a joint committee of both Houses reported 
on road and railway schemes. 

Each year the Railway Department of the Board of 
Trade was responsible for producing a report on the 
railway schemes before Parliament, and the map repro
duced here is that to accompany the General report of 
the Board of Trade on the railway and canal bills of the 
session 1863, i.e. on the bills for the session of 1863, the 
plans for which were deposited with the Board of Trade 
by 30 November 1862. The report itself may be referred 
to in the Parliamentary Papers. The original map uses 
colour to indicate proposed lines and to shew certain 
parks and open spaces. This reproduction is blac~ ~nd 
white only, the coloured lines and areas of the ongmal 
being rendered in half-tone with a thickening of the line 
serving to ensure a clear distinction between the planned 
lines and railways already built or authorized to be built. 
What the map does not shew - and of course cannot 
shew - is the importance in railway planning in London 
of patterns of land-ownership, so clearly demonstrated 
by John R. Kellett in his book The Impact of Railways 
on Victorian Cities. 

Nevertheless, there is much of interest. The basic railway 
network - the product of the early years, the Mania of 
the 1840s, and the consolidation of the 1850s - is in 
place, and what we see are schemes to fill in and_ fill out 
this network. As yet there is no St Pancras, no Ltverpool 
Street (the Eastern Counties line terminating at Bishops
gate), no Broad Street- and Marylebone is decades away. 
The Metropolitan had been authorized, but there is of 
course no sign of the tubes. Note, however, how many 
plans there were to follow the Metropolitan into the 
central areas. The line from south of the Thames to 
Farringdon Street had been authorized, but observe the 
separate scheme for its completion shewn here by the 
Ludgate Railway. This route involved the bridge across 
Ludgate Hill that successive generations of town-planners 
have sought to be rid of. This is the cross-London link, 
disused for passenger traffic for many years, that is about 
to be resurrected bv the 1988 ThamesLink scheme. 



(There are also grandiose plans for new works which will 
eliminate that bridge.) To the south of the river, the plans 
shewn on this map indicate how the tangle of lines of 
today's Southern Region was to develop. A comparison 
with any later map shewing the railways at their zenith is 
interesting. 

This is a specialist map, but one of considerable interest 
and not readily accessible in the original to the general 
reader. The London Topographical Society has done a 
great service by its reproduction, and its acquisition is 
warmly to be recommended to anyone interested in the 
growth of London or the growth of London's railways -
or both. 

J.V. Gough 

PLAN YOUR ROUTE 
By Victor Selwyn. Newton Abbott: David and 
Charles, 1987. 196pp. ISBN 0 7153 8892 4£10.95. 

Amongst the generally illiterate and/or salacious 
selection of car stickers at large in the UK at present, the 
slogan "Give me a map and I'm magic" appears of only 
slightly more meritorious note. This particular sticker, 
usually proclaiming the presence of an orienteer inside the 
car, seems to imply that the possession of that portable, 
economical and truthful representation of reality is all 
that is needed to be able to navigate with ease and accuracy 
across the terrain. 

There is, of course, somewhat more to navigation than 
the possession of a map. What this book, by a former 
army instructor in map reading and navigation, tries to do 
is go beyond the mere considerations of map reading 
which have been covered many times before, to reach a 
more complete exposition of the navigational task. A 
chapter on map reading is included as the second part of 
the book, but the author appreciates that this is not the 
only aspect that should be considered. The point is 
brought up time and again throughout the subsequent 
parts (which cover route finding, mobile navigation, desert 
navigation, mountain map reading, route finding in the US 
and "the new technology" as applied to navigation) that 
commonsense and recognition of one's position on the 
ground relative to the map and to the intended direction 
of travel are just as important. That such "nous" for the 
finer points of route finding varies from individual to 
individual is also recognized, obliquely, by the author. 

Unfortunately the book would be a poor choice of text 
to use to try to instruct or guide an inexperienced 
navigator. This is due mainly to the style of the volume 
which wavers unsatisfactorily between instruction manual, 
textbook and general guide for the interested layman. As 
one might expect, given the author's background, it is 
when it masquerades as the former that the book is at its 
least bad. There is an appendix of exercises - numbers 1 
to 4 referred to in text, numbers 5 to 11 not mentioned 
in the text. The initial problems postulated are interesting 
everyday scenarios - the motorway driver faced with 
choice of "queue" or "exit", the mountain walker in fog, 
the desert driver with an out-of-date map - but these are 
never again specifically mentioned. The book starts with 
these scenarios and immediately launches into Part 1 , The 
Approach to Route Finding. Here is where the failings of 
the book are first noticed. 

There is a reliance on footnotes promising the reader to 
come back to certain points, though where isn't necessarilv 

clear. Many such pointers to nowhere in particular are also 
included in the main body of the text in brackets. There 
are also mathematical irregularities - 50 km/hour is 
accurately rendered as 31 ¥.! miles/hour, yet 69 km distance 
is quoted a full mile out at an equivalent of 42 miles. The 
poor treatment of references is introduced in this part 
with a citation to what appears to be a book, which later 
appears, on close reading of Part 4, to be a paper. Such 
niggling inconsistencies are repeated throughout the book. 
Part 2 introduces us to appalling grammar - another aspect 
pervading the book. This part, on map reading, includes a 
poorly reproduced colour plate, with a particularly glaring 
fold prominent in the 1:50 000 map extract shown. Also 
in this section we come across the gratuitous footnote, 
not referenced in the text at all, plus a number of other 
silly mistakes - in resection rays should not cross at acute 
angles, orienteering maps don't use grid north at all and 
there is no diagram on page 00 no matter how hard one 
looks! The next part on route finding tries to develop 
awareness of the relationship between map and ground 
but also considers the problems of being lost with no map. 
Part 4 deals with navigation in a vehicle - again 
emphasizing the importance of factors in addition to the 
map; in this case signposts and user devised route cards. 
A worthwhile section on such user defined routes, which 
also covers routes from the motoring. organizations, is 
spoilt by errors such as misattributing the source for maps 
3 and 4 (Bartholomews not OS) and by suggesting that 
Consett is a significant junction on the route between 
London and Aviemore. And why should the fact that sign
posts are in Flemish in North Belgium make that a more 
difficult . navigational problem than any other? Part 4 
concludes with the reference list for the book. 

The following sections on desert navigation and on 
mountain and hill map reading are the better parts of the 
book, as one might imagine, given the military experience 
of the author. Part 7 on route finding and map reading in 
the USA repeats much of what has gone before, but gives 
a reasonable account of map series and the motoring 
organizations' approach across the Atlantic. 

The final part on "The New Technology" purports to 
describe and explain how electronic technology has 
affected navigational practices over the past decades. It 
describes sketchily and explains little. A selection of 
satellite navigation systems is restricted to the TRANSIT 
system and to Magnavox receivers. The in-car systems are 
somewhat better and more comprehensively outlined but 
again actual concrete descriptions of the workings of such 
systems are not given. Automatic Vehicle Location 
Systems are also mentioned, but an opportunity has been 
missed to compare all this new technology with the 
techniques outlined earlier. The parallels are striking - an 
existing map (paper for the human navigator, digital for 
the automated systems) allows us to fix position (by 
observation for humans, by satellite fixes for some auto
mated systems) and updating is needed as we progress (by 
known landmarks on map and ground, or by beacons and 
updating fixes for automated systems). 

In summary this book is one of the most difficult 
books, in terms of style, which I have read in a long time. 
In many places the grammar is dire. The text possesses a 
note-like form which indicates a hasty rewriting of manu
script material. Despite this, and the apparently detailed 
breakdown of material into discrete sections, there is little 
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continuity in the discussion. The reader is constantly being 
referred backwards and forwards to "later" or "earlier" 
explanation (with no specific reference) - sometimes by 
bracketed statements in the main text, sometimes with 
footnotes. The references to quoted work and further 
reading come in the middle of the book and seem incom
plete. Much of the Appendix material, specifically the 
majority of exercises, is not mentioned in the main body 
of the text. There is no index. The maps, especially the 
coloured plates, are badly reproduced. 

It is difficult to determine whether the faults in the 
book are the responsibility of the author or the publisher. 
Certainly, editorial corrections and rewriting should have 
been vigorously introduced, but the sheer enormity of the 
task of converting this material into something with style, 
continuity and decisiveness may well have been beyond 
the publishers. 

Despite the obvious enthusiasm of the author, this 
book cannot be recommended at all. 

D. Fairbairn 

O.S. MAPSTART 
By Simon Catling. Glasgow & London: Collins
Longman, 1987. 41pp. 22 x 28 cm, flexicover. 
ISBN 0 00 360224 9£2.95. 

This is an attractive, full-colour book from which 
children will learn to use Ordnance Survey maps with 
enjoyment. Its author has taught geography for many 
years in Primary Schools and his latest book has the true 
"bite" of experience. 

Mapstart is not intended for absolute beginners; pupils 
need some prior knowledge of the properties of maps 
before using it and teachers should read the learning 
objectives of the book, set out inside the front covers, 
and the teachers' notes on each section, placed at the 
end, before introducing it to their classes. The book deals 
with plan view, location, direction, uses of symbols, scale, 
selectivity according to purpose and change through time. 
It is divided into eight sections, each of which includes 
aerial and ground·level photographs, diagrams, OS map 
extracts, concise comments and questions for the pupils. 
Page design is excellent; the layout is open, clear and 
visually attractive. Progression is nicely achieved, both 
visually through an increasing density of page use and in 
the demands made on the learner by the content. 

The overall impression is of interest, busyness, lots to 
do. Arguably this is the best "starter" book for Ordnance 
Survey maps yet written. It is to be strongly recommended. 

Patrick Bailey 

GIBRALTAR AND THE COSTA DEL SOL: 
Qyde Leisure Map No. 1 S 
Maidenhead: Clyde Surveys Ltd, 1987. 
ISBN 0 906329 42 6 £2.50. 

This folding sheet, measuring 100 x 64 cm extended, 
contains a topographic map and town plans on its two 
sides. The largest space is occupied by a map of the 
Costa del Sol at a scale of 1: 125 000 extending along the 
Mediterranean coast from Rinc6n de la Victoria, east of 
M4laga, to Tarifa, west of Gibraltar, and inland to include 
Antequera and Ronda. The visual impact of the sheet is 
colourful, since the vigorous relief of this region of Spain 
is represented by layered tints of green, yellow and mauve; 
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there is, however, no key to the colour layering, only the 
heights of the major summits and passes being given, in 
metres. Similarly, although the unique limestone landscape 
of the Torcal de Antequera is realistically depicted by 
penwork, there is no clue for the uninitiated as to what 
might be the special features of that area. The map will 
nevertheless give a vivid impression to the holidaymaker 
of the challenging mountain landscapes which lie behind 
the Costa del Sol. 

The colourful appearance of the sheet is emphasized by 
the strong printing in red of the main roads, on which the 
road numbers and distances in kilometres are clearly 
marked, and by the prominence given to the holiday 
urbanizaciones of villas and apartments which line the 
coast and are beginning to reach into the foothills. Old· 
established urban areas and settlements are printed in grey, 
while the new tourist developments stand out in pink, 
each estate with its name clearly printed. This will be a 
great aid to the bewildered visiting motorist trying to find 
his rented villa while at the same time avoiding a collision 
in the horrendous traffic of the coastal N340 highway, 
and gives an excellent and immediate impression of the 
enormous scale of tourist development along the Costa del 
Sol. 

It is unfortunate that the scale of the general topo
graphic map does not allow the inclusion of Granada, 
which lies off the sheet to the east. Granada does feature 
on the Firestone Hispania 1:200 000 Mapa Turistico of 
the Costa del Sol, which is the alternative publication with 
which the Clyde Leisure Map begs comparison. An excur
sion to Granada features in the programme of many 
visitors to the Ma.J.aga coast. 

The remainder of the sheet is occupied by town plans 
of Gibraltar (2) and the main coastal settlements of 
Fuengirola, Marbella, Torremolinos and Ma.J.aga, at scales 
between 1:4 500 and 1:9 000, which allow an accurate 
and easily-read depiction of roads and streets, together 
with their names. The town plans follow the same colour 
scheme as the topographic map: old-established urban 
areas in an unobtrusive grey, holiday estates in pink, and 
open spaces in green: pedestrianized streets are indicated 
in purple; all other thoroughfares in white, with direction 
arrows for traffic flow. 

The topographic map and the town plans carry a great 
deal of information for the holidaymaker, both for his 
leisure and entertainment and for more mundane purposes. 
The map carries symbols for features of cultural, historic 
and scenic interest in the interior villages and mountains, 
together with the location of wayside inns, restaurants 
and petrol stations along the roads - invaluable in a 
sparsely-populated region of great empty distances and 
abrupt relief. The town plans are packed with practical 
information precisely pinpointed, from monuments and 
cultural centres, through hotels (named), campsites, sports 
facilities, pubs and discotheques, to banks, post offices, 
public conveniences and hospitals. The only striking 
omission seems to be repair garages. 

The text of the sheet is in English, Spanish and German. 
Grid lines, referenced by letters and numbers, are closely 
and neatly delineated in white, which does not interfere 
with legibility, and the quality of the colour printing and 
lettering is high. Altogether a very attractive and practical 
map for the holidaymaker, and containing much infor
mation which even a seasoned visitor or resident might 
find new and worth investigation. 

John Naylon 



ALTA VALTELLINA: Carta Escursionistica 
067 1:50 000 
Milan: Touring Club Italiano, 1985. L 10 000 

This recently issued TCI map of the northern Lombardy 
Alps covers most of the western half of the Stelvio National 
Park and the mountains around the popular ski resorts of 
Livigno and Bormio. It runs from Italy's largest glacier, 
the Ghiacciaio Dei Forni, in the south-east to the Italian/ 
Swiss frontier in the north and west. 

The map is attractively presented and notable for its 
clarity. Contours with a 100 m interval, spot heights and 
shading give a clear, if somewhat subdued, impression of 
the relief. The use of a limited number of conventional 
symbols produces a map which is uncluttered despite the 
inclusion of tourist information in the form of twenty
two colour-coded pictographic symbols. There is a five 
language key with the inevitable minor mistakes including 
a symbol for a "mountain hat". 

If I were to tour the region, either by car or by bicycle, 
I would certainly find the map useful in planning an 
itinerary. I can locate the site of nine different types of 
building of architectural interest from the tourist informa
tion. However, this leaves me wondering what makes these 
sites worthy of a visit and I would need to buy a guide
book to accompany the map. One of the principal 
competitors to the TCI map, the Kompass 1:50 000 Carta 
Touristica sheet 96 Bormio-Livigno, has recognized this 
need among tourist-map users. On the reverse of the 
Kompass sheet and in the accompanying 32 page booklet 
there are written details and photographs of most of the 
sites that are of particular interest to tourists. Despite this 
comparative lack of information, the TCI map scores over 
this rival in the clarity of the presentation of the road 
network which is boldly printed in red and yellow. 

The map is primarily aimed at wheeled tourists but, 
from an inspection of the information key, it appears that 
the TCI hopes for sales among the large number of walkers 
who visit this part of Italy's largest National Park. The 
map is adequate for rambling and walking, either from a 
valley base or hut-hopping. The principal paths and tracks 
are shown in brown but many minor routes, particularly 
those going to the higher summits and passes, are omitted. 
Features of interest, including viewpoints and the location 
of fossil remains, are shown by the pictographic symbols 
and would be helpful in planning a walking tour. However, 
for more serious mountain walking the map is totally 
inadequate. The 100 m contour interval and the lack of 
rock detail would make route finding difficult when off 
the beaten track. Furthermore, navigation in conditions of 
poor visibility is rendered practically impossible by the 
lack of grid lines or any indication as to the direction of 
magnetic north. 

The map is printed with integral covers on reasonable 
quality paper and comes folded in a plastic wallet contain
ing a guide to the ski resorts of the region. A brochure 
showing the calendar of the 1984/5 Alpine Ski World 
Cup races and details of the 1985 Alpine Ski World 
Championships is also included. The latter event was held 
at Bormio and coincided with the publication date of this 
TCI sheet. The ski resort guide is packed with useful 
information that is invaluable for planning a skiing holiday. 
It is written in Italian but it includes a four-language key 
to the standard signs and abbreviations that are used 
throughout. There are diagrams of the three principal 

centres showing the graded ski-runs in relation to the lifts 
and tows. The diagrams for Bormio and Santa Catalina 
compare favourably with the one available from the local 
Tourist Office which is incomplete in the representation 
of the ski-runs. 

The guide also gives a limited amount of information 
related to cross-country skiing, ski-touring and ski-alpinism 
at each centre. It is, however, with regard to these activities 
that any tourist map must be found lacking. Neither the 
alpine piste nor the cross-country tracks are shown on the 
map and I would, by preference, carry the ski-guide 
booklet rather than the map. As with summer mountain 
walking, off-piste skiing in winter would require a map 
with greater contour detail and grid-lines for effective 
navigation. By contrast, some Italian maps of other alpine 
regions, such as the IGM 1:50 000 series, are particularly 
good for mountain travel. The IGM maps have a compara
tive wealth of topographic detail but, unfortunately, sheet 
023 for Livigno is not yet published. The Swiss 1:50 000 
sheet 269 Berninapass also covers Alta Valtellina.lt has a 
contour interval of 20 m which is preferable for mountain 
navigation using a medium-scale map. 

The area covered by the TCI map has much to offer 
tourists. Reference to early British visitors is found on the 
map in the named summit of Cima Tuckett - F .F. Tuckett 
climbed in these mountains for a number of seasons in the 
1860s. More recently, the region is growing in popularity 
with British skiers who, like the large number of Italians 
from the cities of Milan and Bergamo, come to enjoy the 
excellent winter snow conditions and to benefit from 
Livigno's duty-free status. For anyone visiting the region 
to cyCle or ski, particularly for the first time, this TCI 
map is certainly attractive. However, with a price tag of 
£8.50 it is more than twice the price of the Kompass or 
Swiss series maps. 

DAILY TELEGRAPH MAPS 
French Regional Map Series 
15 maps at 1: 250 000 (FRM 1-15) 
4mapsat 1: 550000(FRM 16-19) 
London: Telegraph Publications 

Alan Poxon 

A few years ago I tried to obtain, through the appointed 
UK agent, a set of Recta-Foldex maps of France.lt wasn't 
easy, and in the end I only managed a part set. 

Then I received a copy of the RAC Navigator Atlas of 
France to review for the Bulletin, and lo and behold the 
maps were Recta-Foldex, the 1: 550 000 scale sheet maps 
cut up into pages to suit the British taste for road atlases. 
Since then, other publishers have followed this example: 
Michelin with their splendid atlas version of the famous 
1: 200 000 scale maps, and Collins with the authentic 
IGN 1: 250 000 Serie rouge in large floppy atlas format. 

So, thoroughly spoiled for choice in road atlases, the 
British driver heading for France is now offered a "new" 
range of sheet maps in the Telegraph Maps imprint, and 
opening the appropriately blue covers, what do we find 
but original Recta-Foldex again! The sheets, apart from 
the card covers, are untampered with in any way, since 
the French editions already have a well presented legend 
in four languages, including English. 

Most of what I said in my previous review (Volume 
18/ I) applies here to the four sheets at 1: 550 000 (FRM 
16-19) which cover the whole country, but while the 
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RAC atlas contains only these smaller scale maps, the 
Telegraph series includes the 15 regional maps at 1:250 000 
scale, to which I shall therefore direct most of my 
comments. 

These are extremely good and in some respects are to 
be preferred to the official mapping of the IGN at this 
scale. If you have grown accustomed to the soft colouring 
of many modern maps, you may at first find the rather 
harsh colours of this series offputting. But persevere, 
because the information is well structured and the detail 
contained is very generous for the given scale. 

The motorway information on these maps is particularly 
well done, with exits shown very clearly by name in 
reversed out lettering on a purple ground. Services are also 
shown in colour. Yet this is not primarily a motorway 
user's map, for the scale is sufficient to show almost the 
complete hierarchy of French roads down to the humble 
but much recommended D roads linking the unspoilt still
agricultural villages of rural France. The placing of roads 
in this hierarchy is well done by use of both colour and 
symbol, and the maps show more of the road network as 
well as more villages and names than are generally found 
on the equivalent IGN maps. Distances in kilometres are 
shown alongside many roads including quite minor ones. 
The lack of a date on maps is always annoying, but the 
review copies seemed to be almost up-to-date on new 
roads. 

The morphology of the villages is shown by a collection 
of small black rectangles, a method also used on the 
Michelin maps, and one which is more informative that 
point symbols of uniform size. The extensive forests are 
indicated by a green screen. What the maps lack however 
is. any attention (apart from a few spot heights) to the 
relief of the land, an aspect of the landscape which I feel 
should not be neglected at the 1:250 000 scale. A little 
discrete shading could have brought out the c<'>tes of the 
Paris Basin quite effectively, for example. 

The maps are also replete with tourist symbols and 
again the use of purple - a strong colour - helps the 
user notice the camp site symbols and some of the tourist 
and sport facilities. The long distance footpaths or Grandes 
Randonm!es are also marked, which would render the 
maps useful in planning long distance walks, though not 
for navigating them. 

I was a little surprised at the claim on the cover of the 
1: 550 000 sheets that there was an extensive index of 
place names. This certainly applies to the 1: 250 000 
sheets (where it is printed on the reverse and is very useful), 
but was not evident on either of the copies of the smaller 
scale sheets I received. 

The British driver who insists on a grand tour, or on 
the Mediterranean or bust, will prefer the four-sheet series, 
but for detailed exploration of the backroads of say 
Brittany or the Auverne, the larger scale maps are to be 
recommended. And incidentally, the large overlapping 
sheet format is well designed to give single sheet cover of 
many of the traditional "regions" of France. 

R.B. Parry 
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LANDRANGER GUIDEBOOK TO 
SNOWDONIA, ANGLESEY AND THE LLEYN 
PENINSULA 
Compiled by Peter Titchmarsh. Southampton: 
Ordnance Survey/Norwich: Jarrold, 1986. 176pp. 
£5.95. 

Laymen often talk about "reading a map" and years of 
experience enable the geographer/cartographer using a 
map to make a pretty good guess at what places on it will 
be worth a visit. But there remain lots of qualities of 
places, such as their history, that our maps can never show 
and it is this information that this type of guide attempts 
to provide in a compact and concise form. 

This offering has a better pedigree than most. It is one 
of a series resulting from collaboration between a publish
ing house and the Ordnance Survey and it covers one of 
Britain's most popular holiday areas. The Guidebook starts 
with a useful series of 1:250 000 maps of its area of 
interest, which is roughly all of Wales north of the Dyfi 
and west of the Con way. This is followed by short accounts 
of the region's natural history and history, a curious list of 
"leisure activities" and "places to visit", and the almost
compulsory guide to Welsh place names. Regrettably, the 
tongue-tied "sais" struggling to pronounce Llanfairpg ... 
etc. will get no help from this latter; it is solely a guide to 
the place names in translation, not their pronun~iatio?! 
The main part of the guide is an 81-page alphabetical hst 
of places of special interest, each identified by a four-figure 
grid reference, and, often, with sections of 1:50 000, 
1: 25 000 or 1: 10 000 OS maps. Places deemed to be of 
even more interest have their names printed in blue. The 
guide ends with a useful series of suggestions for car or 
cycle tours and some walks. 

There is a mass of attractively presented information 
here and as far as I can tell, it is accurate and up-to-date. 
The package is exemplary in its layout and use cif graphics, 
so much so, in fact, that the average user would not need 
to purchase any of the Landranger maps of the area 
covered and has available in easy to use format maps of 
the major settlements at scales that would otherwise be 
difficult and expensive to obtain. 

What I am less happy about is the selection of this 
material and the criteria used. If Bala, and Beaumaris 
make it into the blue category indicating that they are of 
special interest, on what grounds were Bangor_ a?d 
Beddgelert excluded? More . seriously, the vast maJonty 
of the guide's entries relate to settlements that are the 
creation of man and that are readily accessible to the car 
driven masses. Features of the natural environment hardly 
get a look in. There is a distinct lack of information on 
the geology, relief and climate that are so important in 
determining much of Snowdonia's landscape and which, 
at the end of the day, make it so fascinating. 

The casual, car-bound visitor to Snowdonia will find 
this a very good buy, the professional geographer less so. 
The review copy came on to my desk at the same time as I 
was experimenting with the BBC Domesday Interactive 
Video Disk system. Is it altogether too speculative to 
suggest that, by the end of the century, technology that 
owes more to Domesday than to this type of traditional 
guidebook will provide the same material on a display in 
my car? 

DJ. Unwin 



THOMAS COOK RAIL MAP OF EUROPE 
1987-88 
Peterborough: Thomas Cook. ISBN 0 906273 33 1 
£2.50 + postage flat (direct from the publisher 
only), £2.50 folded. 

The 1985-86 edition of this map was reviewed in Vol. 
20 {1986) of the Bulletin (p. 128). The new edition 
follows the same pattern as its predecessor. The major 
alterations are the omission of the marking of locations of 
Thomas Cook offices on the map and the removal of the 
list of scenic routes in favour of an indication of the scenic 
quality of a line by printing red dots alongside it on the 
map. There is, as may readily be imagined, the scope for 
much debate over which routes should be so privileged. 

The additional space freed by the elimination of the 
scenic routes list has been used to extend the area
enlargements of North Germany (to bring in Hannover 
and the main line south from that city to Bebra) and 
Northern Italy, as well as to include ten more enlarge
ments of cities with complex layouts. Curiously, there are 
now roughly as many of these maps of urban areas as in 
the Thomas Cook Continental Timetable, but the two 
lists do not wholly agree with each other. 

The useful listing of electrification in progress, 
openings, and closures is continued. The apparently some
what capricious division of lines into main lines and others 
also remains, as does the indication of some freight-only 
routes but not others. 

Cook's are to be congratulated on holding their price
increase down to a mere 25p over the 1985-86 edition, as 
well as for making available for the first time since the 
original edition a flat version of the map printed on two 
sheets of heavy paper and suitable for wall use. 

Those who have seen and used the earlier editions of 
this map will surely want to buy the new edition. 

J.V. Gough J.V. Gough 

OLD ORDNANCE SURVEY MAPS 
Alan Godfrey, 57-58 Spoor Street, Dunston, 
Gateshead. Individual sheets: £1.20 each+ postage 
of 30p per order. Mini-Maps: SOp each+ postage 
of 30p per order. 

Alan Godfrey's re-printing project and four sample 
maps from his programme were reviewed in Vol. 20 
(1986) of the Bulletin (p. 40). Latest of the reprints of 
the 25" OS plans is Staffordshire sheet 63.14 (Bescot) 
1901, which has as its dominant features the Bescot 
marshalling sidings and curves of the London & North 
Western Railway. Presentation conforms to the norms of 
the series, with a very useful note by John Maddison to 
accompany the sheet. Of particular interest, however, 
and an innovation in the series, is the reproduction full
size on the reverse of the reduced 25" sheet of a one-inch 
sheet of the Black Country from the latter half of the 
1880s; This is the south-west quarter of sheet 62 (Lichfield) 
of the Old Series, first published in 1834. The one-inch 
map is not only of very considerable interest in its own 
right, but also allows the user of the 25" sheet to see the 
area he is studying in context on a small-scale map of not 
too distant date. This is a precedent which one must hope 
that Mr Godfrey will follow. 

The Mini-Maps are an innovation. These are A4 sheets, 
each shewing an extract from one of the OS large-scale 

town plans on one side and having an introductory note, 
an extract from a directory, and a small space for the 
user's jottings on the other. They are folded into four, 
thus fitting comfortably into most pockets. The first four 
of these maps are for Rotherham (Masborough Street and 
College Road), Gateshead (Pipewellgate & The Half Moon) 
- all reduced to a scale of 1: 1 667 from the 1: 500 plans 
- and County Tyrone {Sion Mills), which has been 
reduced from 1: 1 056 (to which scale it was originally 
enlarged by the OS from 1:2 500) to 1:3 520. Mr Godfrey 
intends to continue the series, at first with the urban areas 
of Rotherham and Tyneside together with small towns in 
Northern Ireland in order to assess possible demand. The 
project is an interesting one that deserved to succeed. For 
the writer, the most interesting feature of this first group 
is the entire track layout of the unrebuilt Masborough 
station which appears on the two Rotherham sheets. 

J.V. Gough 

WALKERS' GUIDES FOR THE CHESHIRE 
RING CANAL WALK 
11 booklets published by Cheshire County 
Council in 1986-7 and available from The 
Director of Countryside and Recreation, Cheshire 
County Council, Goldsmith House, Chester 
CH 1 1 SE at £1.13 per booklet in c. postage. 

In the recent explosion of tourist literature there has 
been no shortage of material offering an interpretation of 
historic landscapes. Such information is usually published 
to help promote a particular itinerary which may be 
followed on a "learn at leisure" basis by boating, motoring, 
walking or cycling - or again by making a railway journey. 
Sometimes the landscape information is provided rather 
incidentally in the context of detailed guidance over route 
finding and navigation, but several guidebooks are now 
available for long distance footpaths with fairly compre
hensive coverage of the local history. 

Particularly impressive is the series of booklets published 
by Cheshire County Council in connection with "Cheshire 
Ring Canal Walk", a 97 mile circuit covering the Maccles
field, Trent & Mersey, Bridgewater, Ashton and Peak 
Forest canals. The itinerary is divided into eleven sections 
and each section has its own booklet with a special topic 
displayed on the centre pages. The sequence runs as 
follows: 1. Marple-Macclesfield 11 miles (with canal 
bridges as the topic); 2. Macclesfield-Congleton 11 miles 
(Macclesfield Canal and Millstone Grit); 3. Congleton
Kidsgrove 6 miles (canal natural history); 4. Kidsgrove
Wheelock M4 miles (canal locks); 5. Wheelock-Broken 
Cross, Northwich 12 miles (salt); 6. Broken Cross-Preston 
Brook 1 B4 miles (canal tunnels); 7. Preston Brook
Grappenhall (Boats on the Bridgewater); 8. Grappenhall
Broad Heath, Altrincham 9 miles (builders of the Bridge
water); 9. Broad Heath-Manchester 7~ miles (the Bridge
water Canal in the Victorian Age); 10. Manchester
Ashton under Lyne 7~ miles (Canals and Manchester); 
11. Ash ton under Lyne-Marple 8 miles (canal restoration). 

Since the walk follows canal towpaths (apart from a 
short section in Manchester where missing bridges between 
Old Trafford and Castlefield necessitate a diversion on to 
iocal roads for the time being) very little space is needed 
for explanations of the route, although there is adequate 
coverage of public transport and ranger services, accommo-
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dation ¥,Id public houses as well as advice on safety 
precautions and walking conditions. The bulk of the space 
is taken up by concise information on local landscape 
history. The booklets vary in length from 20 to 36 pages 
and each deals with between 31 and 54 objectives, apart 
from the special topics noted in the previous paragraph. 
There is a clear focus on canals with discussion of the 
engineering, architecture, operating, maintenance and 
restoration. But there is ample coverage of canal-related 
industry, notable buildings, natural history and famous 
people (agricultural improvers and entrepreneurs). The 
information has been compiled through a special research 
project (supported by the Manpower Services Commission) 
and it is clearly presented with the aid of photographs and 
diagrams. The booklets come in a handy pocket size 
(10 x 21 cm) and it is difficult to fault these neat, 
attractive publications apart from the lack of any biblio
graphical notes. In a brief review it is hardly feasible to 
comment in detail on the contents. But many readers will 
be fascinated by the studies of the salt industry of Middle
wich and Northwich. Salt works line the canal (the last 
works to produce salt by evaporation of brine in open 
pans closed only in 1986) and salt-based chemical 
industries assume massive proportions in the case of the 
ICI installation at Lostock. The salt mines themselves are 
not on view but the consequences of mining can be seen 
in the Billinge Green flashes (an important habitat for 
water birds) and the Marston New Cut, a half mile section 
of canal built in 1957 when the existing line was threaten
ed by collapse due to salt working underground. And for 
canal architecture and engineering there are few sections 
as interesting as the Peak Forest Canal between Rorniley 
and Marple as the canal emerges from Hyde Bank Tunnel 
to cross the Goyt by the famous "Brand Aqueduct" and 
ascend by a flight of 16 locks to Marple where the interest 
of the junction of the Peak Forest and Macclesfield canals 
is increased by the functionally elegant roving bridge, a 
substantial warehouse and complex of lime kilns. There is 
certainly plenty of scope for a new look at local canals 
which may have previously been taken very much for 
granted. 

David Turnock 

WORLD RESOURCES 1986: 
A Report by The World Resources Institute and 
The International Institute for Environment and 
Development 
New York: Basic Books, 1986. 353pp. £22.95. 

This joint report by two research groups, each having a 
United States headquarters but with boards of directors of 
international origin, is the first of an intended series of 
annual surveys providing, in the words of the two 
presidents, "accessible, accurate information" on resources 
and environmental issues at the world scale. Since this 
volume was produced, World Resources 1987 has also 
appeared. It uses the same headings as the earlier report 
but provides different emphases within them. The new 
series becomes a member of an increasing class of publica
tions of similar field; it is a worthy member of this group. 

The report contains four sections, of unequal length. 
After a "perspective" chapter, ten chapters review in turn 
population, settlements, food supply, forests and range
lands, wildlife habitats, energy, freshwater, the oceans, 
climate and the institutions, and policies which affect all 
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the preceding. A matching series of tables covers the same 
topics in part four, and between the discussions and the 
statistical chapter is a short case study of pollutants and 
forest decline. 

This work was a large scale co-operative enterprise, 
involving nineteen writers in drafting the chapters (author
ship of individual chapters is not indicated) and with I 03 
others who either reviewed drafts, wrote small sections or 
provided data. The result is an authoritative work, fully 
supported by evidence - in graphs, diagrams and statistical 
tables in the text as well as in the world data section. Each 
chapter is followed by detailed references. A series of 
"boxes" throughout the text provides further information 
or background statements. 

The text, tables and diagrams are supported by a series 
of maps. Most of these deal with world patterns, but there 
are some which focus on major world regions - such as 
those dealing with the pattern of food shortages in Africa 
in 1984, of water availability in North America and in 
Africa or of acid rain in Canada and the USA - or on the 
national scale as with maps of groundwater levels and 
pollution in the US or forest decline in West Germany. In 
general the maps are informative rather than aesthetically 
pleasing. They use a range of colours from white through 
pale and dark yellow and on to grey and black. The three 
maps of mangroves, sea grasses and coral reefs in Section 9, 
Oceans and Coasts, could have been more imaginatively 
and artistically presented in a combined map. The two 
maps of "million" cities 1900 and 1980 on pages 28 and 
29 are not at all satisfactory. In short the cartography is 
not distinguished, which is unfortunate for it impairs the 
impact and appeal of what in other respects is an excellent 
book. 

The statistical tables present a vast amount of material, 
otherwise scattered or inaccessible, in a format which 
permits comparisons over considerable periods. These 
tables constitute an invaluable reference. The authority of 
the text is unquestionable. It is true that the very weight 
of its authority makes reading to catch the thought
provoking ideas more difficult, but for the discerning, 
patient, reader here is endless food for reflection on the 
state of the contemporary world, and stimulus for the 
awakening of concern and action to improve the future 
prospects for a resource rich but very unequal and 
threatened global economy. 

Kenneth Warren 

MAPSTART l,MAPSTART 2,MAPSTART 3 
Educational editing by Simon Catling; Managing 
editor of Cartographic Unit Andrew Currie. 
Glasgow: Collins/London: Longman, 1985. 
Respectively 32, 40, 64pp. 217 x 278 mm soft 
cover, stapled format. ISBNs 0 00 360141 2, 
0 00 360142 0, 0 00 360143 9 (Collins) 
0 582 00186 2, 0 582 00187 0, 0 582 00188 9 
(Longman). Advised price £1.65, £2.15 and £2.75. 

Collins' and Longman's pre-war joint venture, The 
Study Atlas, put them in the van of school atlas innova
tion, and soon established them as the most progressive 
publisher in this field. Their Atlas 1, 2, 3 and 4 followed 
and maintained that pre-eminence at home, and led to a 
substantial penetration of the overseas' markets. Their 
little, two-colour, throw-away Let's Make Maps, by Harris 
and Giffard, provided a helpful, cheap, practical intro
duction to mapwork per se. 



Mapstart 1, 2 and 3, here reviewed, is a much more 
elaborate and expensive attempt to provide the same 
introduction, but in a vicarious or secondhand sort of way. 

Introductions of these kinds, "pre-mapwork" as it is 
often called, are series of graded expriences which help 
the young pupil move from a topological to a euclidean 
understanding of geometric relationships, from a concrete 
to an abstract "manipulation" of concepts - and so on. 
In other words, to move from a perception of the real 
world to a conception of it when portrayed on flat paper 
as a map. This achievement comes to most in time and 
may legitimately be aided; but never forced. Practical 
means to that end were developed from the late nine
teenth century in great schools like Rugby, Dulwich and 
William Ellis; later, theoretical frameworks were provided 
by Rushdooney, Blaut, Stea and others. Several genera
tions of teachers-in-training have had the benefit of 
courses based upon innumerable manuals from Fairgrieve 
and Orford to Garnett and Bailey. And there has come a 
veritable torrent of articles in the journals about children's 
mapwork. 

It is therefore disappointing to fmd that this extended 
production in three volumes incorporates little more than 
was known a generation ago, as both their contents and 
the Teacher's Notes reveal. Apart from a few ideas of 
presentation taken from some relatively recent transatlantic 
and antipodean sources, almost all our new understanding 
of how children behave in a cartographic context is 
ignored. What is the point of dedicated researchers 
througout the world opening up improved ways of learning 
and teaching, if authors, editors and publishers do not 
trouble themselves to benefit from them? Collins-Longman 
have indeed lost their "hybrid vigour". 

If anything has been learned from the work of genera
tions of teachers it is that young children being readied to 
use maps profit most from an involved and practical 
approach: moving about and handling objects in real life 
(near and far, close and apart, left and right, and so on); 
playing with models of their own creation (followed by 
prefabricated ones); drawings pictures and making plans 
of simple objects within sight; then of larges ones that 
must be drawn smaller, like the classroom or school; then 
the familiar yet out-of-sight, like what's seen on the 
journey home from school . . . and so on and so forth. 
Generations of intended teachers worldwide have learnt to 
teach in this manner. 

But the pupils using these three volumes merely look at 
pictures of other children doing these interesting things! 
Strange children in unknown schools set in unfamiliar 
surroundings! What a poverty of learning experience! 
There is indeed a cursory reference in small print to it 
being essential for the pupils to undertake parallel work 
themselves. However, any untrained, stand-in teacher not 
knowing that already might well take the easy way out 
and be content with the vicarious experience provided by 
the book; while the trained teacher doesn't need the book. 
We can only hope that he, too, will not be tempted to 
use it as a substitute for providing genuine practical 
experience for his charges. 

In marked contrast to the disappointing content of the 
work, its presentation is of the very high standard we have 
come to expect of Collins-Longman; the artwork and the 
cartography alike are as aesthetically attractive as they are 
technically competent. In view of such general excellence 

for a school book, one is a little reluctant to point to a 
few rather unwise decisions. One ought not to be cavalier 
when using words like "lorry" and names like "Britain" 
(Volume 1, pages 16 and 29); hachures should be correctly 
drawn even on a supposedly freehand map (Volume 2, 
page 21 ); the extent of built-up-area on the environmental 
maps must be updated so that townscape is not spuriously 
shown as farmscape (Volume 3, page 25 et alia). In regard 
to these environmental maps, the choice of brown for 
farmland results in some very depressing maps. Possibly 
the intention was to avoid copying other environmental 
colour schemes which employ yellows for cropland; which 
yellows, intended to suggest ripening corn, only poorly 
represent the great variety of crops actually grown. But in 
doing this, Collins-Longman have come close to the scheme 
adopted by the famous Geografisch en Cartografisch 
Instituut Elsevier as used in such school atlases as the 
Kleine Wink/er Prins Wereldatlas and the Atlas Geografica 
Verba, a colour scheme singularly oppressive. Browns for 
cropland are not even more logical than yellows, for soils 
come globally in whites, greys, browns and blacks; in 
yellows, oranges and reds; even blues! 

Although the book is essentially an introduction to 
maps, the third volume does include some actual, atlas
scale maps. One might be excused believing that such 
young children as are the target for these volumes ought 
not to be expected to speak or read any language other 
than English, yet the atlas maps bear a strange mixture 
of names: why the "Chinese" -language name "Guangzhou" 
instead of the conventionally English (and also Chinese
local) name of "Canton", yet the conventionally English 
name of "Cracow" instead of the Polish-language name of 
Krakow? Why Beijing but not Moskva (for Moscow)? Why 
Marseille but not El Kahira (for Cairo)? The choice of 
name appears to be utterly arbitrary. 

Such a well-presented set of volumes out of the stable 
of Collins-Longman's, and educationally edited by such 
a well-known teacher as Simon Catling, is bound to sell in 
profitable numbers, even at £6.50 per child and in these 
days of educational austerity. But do they really help 
progress in geographical education? Are they really better 
value for money than Harris and Giffards little Let's Make 
Maps? Perhaps. But only if they are indeed used as an 
example to the teacher (who needs only a single copy for 
himself) of what he ought to do by way of practical 
experience with his pupils. He would gain a certain 
amount' of help in this from the three parallel "activity 
books", but, as the publishers did not send these for 
review, we may conclude that they have little confidence 
in either their usefulness or their relevance. 

H.A. Sandford 

THE THEORY AND USE OF COLOUR 
By Luigina de Grandis (1984) (translated by John 
Gilbert). Poole: Blandford Press, 1986. 
ISBN0713716681 £22.50. 

Just another "coffee table" book on colour? With 
initial impressions such as the striking cover and almost 
half its substantive pages in full colour illustrations, one 
might be forgiven for jumping to this false conclusion. 
In fact this is one of the most practical books on the 
subject the reviewer has come across in recent years. The 
author is an artist and a teacher, with colour as her 

129 



medium. She was well aware of the struggles experienced 
by eager young artists trying to get to grips with the 
subject and this helped her agree to take on the task of 
writing this book. Art is not totally governed by rules 
but she felt that basic knowledge was essential to be used 
(or ignored) when necessary. 

The introduction provides a clear outline of the 
philosophy of the book, to consider both the objective 
(chemical, physical, physiological) properties and the 
subjective aspects of colour. "Theory aid(s) practice" she 
states, and "practice itself is a constant source whereby 
theoretical research is deepened and enriched". She also 
emphasizes that the purpose of the book "is not to create 
artists but simply to provide those who wish to be artists 
with the indispensable tools of their trade". 

Constant reference to painting might turn cartographers 
away from this work but a quick scan of the chapter 
headings will reveal much of value to a broader inter
pretation of the word "artist" - as a coloursmith - using 
colour in many different circumstances. Chapters on basic 
analysis and theory, physical/chemical factors and the 
apparatus of vision make up 47% of the book, with only 
about 7% specifically on painting techniques. The 
remainder is an equally meticulous analysis of the psycho
physical parameters of colour, perception and colour 
equilibrium, all of which any map designer should regard 
as fundamental to a cartographic training. 

Published originally in Italian in 1984 it has been 
translated into (American) English very successfully. The 
author's style seems to come through well, with a light 
but deeply knowledgeable treatment of even the most 
technical aspects such as the CIE triangle. As well as the 
basics, the reader is continuously offered useful additional 
information. For instance, when referring to lightness 
value and saturation, we are reminded that only a few 
people are able "to train themselves to recognize the 
different lightness values of both grey and colour", and 
later there is an analysis of how the successive addition of 
layers of pigment (eg. the thickness of printing ink) 
reduces the brightness and saturation of a colour. 

The obvious omission of any substantial reference to 
the self-luminous colours of computer graphics is perhaps 
surprising as computer "paintbox" systems are becoming 
one of the common tools of the graphic designer today. 

The book is printed on a high quality coated paper but 
without the disturbing gloss too common in similar colour 
productions. Printing quality is high and apart from some 
mis-register on pages 32 and 45 and the occasional blemish 
from the printing plates, the colour illustrations are out
standing, especially considering the very reasonable price 
of this casebound edition. The reviewer was very glad to 
have encountered this book and would strongly recom
mend it to his cartographic colleagues. 

Michael Wood 

PRINTMAKING 
By Susan Lambert. London: HMSO, 1983. 
ISBN 011 290381 9 £1.95 

This AS, 48 page booklet accompanies a display of 
printmaking techniques in the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. The display was first set up in 1903 and over the 
years has been expanded and reorganized to include the 
most recent methods employed in printmaking. The 
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contents of the booklet are based on the descriptive labels 
which accompany the various exhibits; these being 
provided by Sir Frank Short, A.W. Ruffy and other 
members of the Department of Prints, Drawings and 
Photographs of the V and A with the author making 
special reference to Frank Dickinson in this area. 

The booklet, containing over 40 illustrations, aims to 
explain how prints are made and to give a brief history of 
the development of the different processes in order to add 
to the appreciation of their qualities rather than to supply 
a how-to-do-it guide in printmaking. 

The four main categories of Relief, Intaglio, Piano
graphic and Stencil techniques are systematically looked 
at with, in most cases, examples shown of various artists' 
works. As well as the traditional methods being mentioned 
the author also attempts to show how these manual 
methods have been developed into the photomechanical 
systems employed by printers and artists in modern times. 
There is also a short chapter entitled "Hybrids and 
Oddities" which describes a number of techniques which 
do not conform to the four main categories but neverthe
less still come under the heading of printmaking. The 
importance of paper in printmaking has not been over
looked as a brief history of the development of paper 
making has been included - to my mind a key element 
when considering the final finished piece. 

This brief but concise glossary of printmaking has a 
nicely balanced relationship between text and illustration 
making it a delightful read, useful for the professional or 
amateur as well as whetting the appetite of the inquisitive 
- further readings are supplied. The overall design and 
layout is excellent and is only surpassed by the quality of 
reproduction of the illustrations - very well worth the 
£1.95. 

C.B. Bremner 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF MAP 
DEALERS 
Tring, Herts: Map Collector Publications (1982) 
Ltd and International Map Collectors' Society, 
n.d. 64 pp 

This is a pocket-sized publication, containing infor
mation about the location of, and services provided by, 
small map dealers. Do not expect any information about 
Stanfords or Cook, Hammond and Kell; this book deals in 
-shops specializing in antiquarian maps, many of them 
small one-person businesses. 

As usual when reviewing a book or map, I like to 
imagine who would want to use the information contained 
in it, and work out from that whether the information is 
suitably presented. This book would mainly seem to be 
aimed at a lover of antique maps, who wanders about the 
world, and seeks out antiquarian map shops wherever he 
finds himself. Since about half of the dealers do not seem 
to produce a catalogue, one would have to visit their 
premises to examine the maps in person, or write to each 
of those who seem to deal in maps relevant to one's 
interests. 

The arrangement is classified, by country, subdivided 
by county or other administrative divisions and there are 
a number of curious arrangements (eg East and West 
Sussex arranged under "Sussex", while Greater Manchester 
is arranged under "Greater"). But these anomalies are not 



important to those who use this booklet at home, since 
there is no index of any sort and the entire contents 
require to be read through to see if there is anything 
covering your own special interests. 

PEN AND BRUSH LETTERING AND 
ALPHABETS 

John Dysart 

Edited by Stuart Booth and John Douet. 
Enlarged Sixteenth Edition. Poole: Blandford 
Press, 1986. £2.95. 

In a small space this little book covers a great variety 
of alphabet styles, from the classical Roman capitals, 
never surpassed in dignity, and the fine calligraphic style 
of penmanship revived by Edward Johnston, to the lively 
and experimental types of modern lettering some of 
which owe their forms to Eric Gill and to foreign designer
craftsmen. 

We take lettering for granted like light and air. How 
often do we stop and think about it when we read a 
magazine, buy an attractively packed product, watch the 
flickering titles on TV or pause to look at a poster that 
caught our eye? Yet, as this book shows us, we are being 
subtly influenced by the "mood", the "image" which the 
style of lettering has been designed to suggest. 

For anyone who uses lettering for work or just for fun 
and interest, this little book should provide plenty of 
ideas and inspiration. 

Marion R. Bethel 

THE PRACTICAL GUIDE TO LETTERING 
AND APPLIED CALLIGRAPHY 
By Rosemary Sassoon. London: Thames and 
Hudson, 1986. ISBN 0 500 273669 £5.95. 

I think that a number of readers will be wondering why 
this particular book is being reviewed in the SUC Bulletin. 
The answer lies in our origin. Many, like me, will have 
memories of starting their cartographic career producing 
sheets and sheets of lettering practice, first in pencil, then 
in ink and if you were really lucky, lettering in reverse!
.and may be even on glass or stone (that is really going' 
back some). Therefore, as you can imagine with this sort 
of background, this type of book will still hold the 
interest of many cartographers as well as others. 

The book is divided into three parts and is intended as 
an aid to teaching, It spans the gaps between beginner, 
serious student and professional, so that students working 
on their own can follow it as a complete course, or 
teachers and professionals can use it at any lev~l. 

First there is a series of informal exercises to show 
beginners how to build up their knowledge of letterforms. 
A beginner, an intermediate and then a professional, each 
in turn, provide demonstrations showing that the principles 
behind the exercises are relevant, producing original letters 
whatever your level. There are simple methods and then 
skilled techniques to practice, from Roman capitals to the 
idea of three-dimensional letters. The need for a balance 
between discipline and creativity is stressed throughout 
the book. 

The work illustrated in the second sections shows that 
there are many routes to professionalism. Six examples of 

people's training and work are given showing the different 
approaches to each. Regardless of which approach is taken 
it is obvious that hard work plays a great part in becoming 
a professionalletterer. 

The third and largest section of the book, entitled 
"Working with Letters", concerns itself with the work of 
twelve professionals (including the author), specializing in 
various aspects of lettering. Seeing the rough sketches, 
including their working notes and final drawings produced 
by each, provides a wonderful insight into the development 
of a piece of work. Combining a number of artists' work 
in this fashion provides the reader, whether professional 
or amateur, with an abundance of ideas and the oppor
tunity to compare the various techniques of each - the 
author should be congratulated for such a brilliant idea .. 
The media in which each person works vary enormously 
from glass engraving, printed logos and posters, wood and 
stone carving, printed textiles to even the painting of a 
house sign on a brick wall. 

In reading this book it was very interesting to note the 
times that certain specifics could be directly related to 
designing symbols and maps. For instance:-

"Lettering should be functional - craftsmen have a 
duty to see that it is serving the purpose it is meant 
to." 

"Areas between letters are just as important as the 
letters themselves." 

"Design - Balance - Not the space that is occupied 
but the space that is not!" 

This is a book which explains and illustrates, with some 
225 illustrations, the skilled techniques required for 
professionalism. But in doing so does not forget the 
requirements of the amateur to whom the author provides 
sufficient breadth of material to stimulate the beginner 
and student to progress further. 

I am sure this book will appeal not only to people 
interested in lettering, but also to people interested in 
basic design who can appreaciate the skills involved in 
such a craft. 

C.B. Bremner 

INTERNATIONAL DIRECTORY OF CURRENT 
RESEARCH IN THE HISTORY OF CARTO
GRAPHY AND IN CAR TO-BIBLIOGRAPHY, 
DS, 1985 
Compiled and edited by A. Elizabeth Clutton. 
Norwich: Geo Books, 1985. vi, 106pp. 
ISBN 0 86094 180 9 (ISSN 0307 6113) £4.00. 

This is the fifth edition of this small, but potentially 
useful book. The purpose behind it has altered over the 
years, partially due to "popular demand", according to 
the introduction, and it is probably becoming more useful 
as it changes. Originally, the idea was that only forth
coming research would appear here - useful for those 
who do not wish to produce a piece of research just a few 
weeks after someone else, but no use for those who wish 
to know what has been produced and want to know who 
is currently interested in particular areas of re~earch. 

The emphasis in this fifth edition is towards the 
production of a "Who's Who" of researchers, and I am 
glad to find members of this society represented in the 
list of current researchers. It is also pleasing to find 
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references to articles appearing in the SUC Bulletin. It is 
also nice to see an "International Directory" which really 
is international, and not mainly British and American, 
with a few token foreigners thrown in. Every continent is 
represented, by researchers as well as by topics of interest. 

The layout of the book makes it easy to use. If you are 
interested in the output of a particular researcher, the 
main body of the book is arranged by researcher. If you 
want information by subject or area there are indexes 
covering these too. 

As a working Map Librarian, neither doing personal 
research nor being in a position to advise others on their 
research, I personally have not used this booklet in the 
two years it has been in the Map Library. However, I can 
see that it could be a valuable reference work in a Depart
ment with a strong cartographic bias (especially in 
historical cartography). 

John Dysart 
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