
specification, cost $90 000. 
The final stage is editing, when the dialogue , sound 

effects and music are assembled to form the final sound 
track. Only when the story reel has been completed is the 
final negative cut to match it . The negative is sent to the 
film laboratory to be processed and developed and even
tually copies are sent to the distributor for release. 

The one thing that struck me on this visit was the 
friendly atmosphere amongst the staff who all seemed to 
be happy at their work. This I really couldn 't understand 
because the majority of jobs which they were performing 
were repetitive to the point of being boring. The happy 
atmosphere must have had something to do with the 
American influence . 

An interesting visit, but it made me glad I was a cartog
rapher! 

Bert Bremner 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM KIRK OBE 
sue members will be very sorry to hear of the death 

of one of their past Honorary Presidents on 29th Septem
ber 1987 after a long illness. The Society has been very 
well served by its presidents and Bill Kirk was no exception . 

Born in a mining village in County Durham , he gradua
ted with a First Class Honours degree in Geography from 
the University of London in 1942. He had a distinguished 
wartime career as an officer in the Royal Artillery, serving 
in South-East Asia, and in the Burma campaign in particu
lar. In action with the Vllth Indian Division he was 
mentioned in despatches for his part in the Defence of 
Sinzweya, 5th February to 29th February 1944, better 
known to the participants as the "Adrnin Box Battle". 

After the war came an Assistant Lectureship at the 
University of Manchester , followed by a long spell at the 
University of Aberdeen and then on to Leicester from 
1959-1969, where he became Professor of Human Geog
raphy in 1964. He moved to the Chair of Geography and 
Headship of the Department at the Queen's University of 
Belfast in 1969 and during his time there he was a Pro
Vice-Chancellor of the University and was honoured with 
an OBE for his services to education in Northern Ireland. 

Professor Kirk was a former Secretary and President of 
the Institute of British Geographers and our Honorary 
President from 1980 to 1985. 

His geographical interests were widespread, though he 
specialized in Human and Political Geography. During his 
time at Leicester I was privileged to know Bill Kirk as a 
colleague and a friend. He was perfectly capable of 
drawing a decent black and white map for publication and 
with his interest in cartographic illustration he was concer
ned that high standards had to be achieved and maintained 
in Geography drawing offices. 

It was with these thoughts in his mind, and prompted 
initially by the SUC and the British Cartographic Society, 
that in the middle Sixties the IBG made the Department 
of Education and Science (DES) aware of the need for 
more formal training in their technician sectors, proposing 
that the DES should promote courses at ONC and HNC 
level in Cartography and Surveying. 

On 29th May 1969 he was made Chairman of the 
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RICS PUBLISHES DIRECTORY 

The Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors has 
published the fourth edition of its Directory of R esearch 
and Development Activities in the UK in Land Survey 
and Related Fields. The Directory lists organizations 
engaged in research in field survey , geodesy , photogram
metry , hydrographic survey, cartography and GIS and 
remote sensing. There are also lists of manufacturers and 
equipment agencies , professional bodies and learned 
societies , and of periodicals and publications. 

The Directory is available for Surveyors' Publications, 
RICS, 12 Great George Street, London SWIP 3AD, price 
£5.25. 

Working Party for Syllabuses, becoming Chairman of the 
Joint Committee in 1971 and finally handing over in 1978 
to the TEC (Technician Education Committee) having 
seen all his hopes and hard work come to fruition. 

In spite of ill health he was one of the principal organi
zers of the 1987 British Association for the Advancement 
of Science Annual Meeting in Belfast and indeed delivered 
his Presidential Address - such was his character. 

His early involvement with Methodism and his role as a 
Lay Preacher stood him in good stead as a speaker in later 
years . He was an excellent lecturer who could command 
and gain the fervent attention of his audience and as sue 
members will know, he was also at ease as an after-dinner 
speaker , with a great sense of humour . The Society was 
fortunate to have Bill Kirk in office for five years; he was 
a good friend and counsellor and will be sadly missed. 

Terry Garfield 




