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NEW PRODUCTS 

Rotring 

The latest addition to the extensive range of Rotring 
technical pens is the Rapidograph J, which is the jewel 
tipped version of the Rapidograph drawing pen. This new 
pen incorporates a highly polished genuine ruby drawing 
tip and is recommended for drawing on matt polyester 
draughting mm, tracing paper and lineboard. It is available 
in seven line widths from 0.13mm to l.Omm and incor
porates the Rotring 'F' capillary cartridges, pre-filled with 
Indian Ink suitable for drawing on both film and paper. 
The pen retails at the same price as the Rapidograph 'F' 
i.e. £17.25 - £24.50 including VAT for complete pens 
and£12.35 -£19.35 including VAT for replacement nibs. 

Rotring have also introduced two fibre pens, the Vario
graph and the Finograph. The Variograph is available in 
four line widths 0.2mm, 0.3mm, O.Smm or 0.7rnrn and 
is re-fillable with four colours of lightproof pigmented ink 
- black, blue, red and green. The length of the writing tip 
is adjustable and a spare tip can be found underneath the 
coloured end stopper - spare replacement tips are also 
available. The Finograph comes in three sizes 0.2mm, 
0.3mm and O.Smm with a choice of black, blue, red and 
green lightproof pigmented inks. 

The Variograph and Finograph retail at £3.73 and 
£1.52 including VAT respectively. 

Faber-Castell 

Faber-Castell have introduced a range of jewel tipped 
technical pens designed for use on polyester mm, tracing 
paper and vellum paper. The TG1-J jewel tipped pen is 
said to produce an exceptionally smooth line and its high 
degree of resistance to wear enables it to last longer than a 
tungsten carbide tip. The pens are available in ISO standard 
widths 0.13mm to 1.2mm. 

The pen has been launched as part of their Technical 
Team drawing set which is priced at £73.80 and contains 
four TG 1-J jewel tipped pens, three Fineline pencils 
(0.3mm, O.Smm and 0.7mm), a bottle of ink, a vinyl 
eraser for pencil and ink, and quick-set compass with 
extension bar plus spare pencil and compass leads. 

Another new product from Faber-Castell is their 2000 
range of four non-technical pens which are designed to 
give 2000 metres of write out in either black, blue, red or 
green ink. The Durapen has a hardened plastic tip which 
does not wear down, even when used on carbonless paper, 
the Finepen has a thin plastic tip for producing fine art
work, the Softpen has a medium fibre tip for drawing or 
shading while the Rollerpen has a smooth roller ball best 
suited for continuous writing. The pens retail at SOp each. 

Michael Shand is Senior Cartographer at the Department of 
Geography and Topographic Science, University of Glasgow. 

Mike welcomes information and comments for this column, 
both from manufacturers and sue members. These should be 
sent to Mr. M. Shand, Drawing Office, Department of Geography 
and Topographic Science, University of Glasgow, Glasgow 
Gl28QQ. 

Letraset 

Newly launched by Letraset is the Letratech technical 
pen. Made in West Germany the Letratech is a maintenance 
free disposable technical pen which is claimed to represent 
a major advancement in the development of technical 
pens. It has a large ink reservoir holding over twice the 
volume of ink of any other technical pen. The Letratech 
is available in four ISO standard line widths: 0.25rnrn, 
0.35mm, O.Smm or 0.7mm and four DIN standard line 
widths 0.2mm, 0.3mm, 0.4mm or O.Smm, it is also 
compatible with all standard technical pen accessories. 

The pens can be purchased singly from £3.33 to £3.69 
plus VAT, in a four pen set (one of each size) at £13.37 
plus V AT and a five pen pack (five of each individual size) 
from £16.23 to £17.99 plus VAT. 

Pilot Press 

Pilot have just introduced to the market two new 
disposable pens, the Ceramigraph 2 ceramic-tipped 
technical pen and the chisel-tipped Lettering Pen. 

The Ceramigraph 2 is available in four ISO standard 
pen widths of 0.25mm, 0.35mm, O.Srnrn and 0.7mm 
which also fit all ISO standard lettering stencils and tem
plates. The china ink is claimed to be fade and water 
resistant and suitable for use on draughting film and 
drawing paper. Retailing at £3.45 it costs less than a 
replacement point for many conventional technical pens. 

The Lettering Pen has three chisel shaped points of 
different widths filled with a pigmented ink, again designed 
to be fade and water resistant, and costs £1.09 each. 

Pilot have also entered the plotting pen market with 
their HP disposable pen series and lead plot system 
suitable for using in Hewlett Packard plotters. Four pen 
types are available - fibre, plastic, ceramic and roller ball 
in eight colours with a special ink for use on overhead 
projector acetate and polyester films. The fibre and 
plastic tipped pens are produced in two line widths 0.35mm 
and0.7mm. 

Pentel 

Two new products from Pentel are the PG 1000 Profes
sional Pencil and the Hi-Polymer Extra Strong Professional 
Leads. The pencil is automatic for continuous writing and 
has a fmely balanced barrel and rubber grip for draughting 
comfort. It is available in two line widths of 0.3mm and 
0 .Smm and retails at £6.99 including V AT. 

The Hi-Polymer leads are designed to be used in profes
sional and high speed pencil plotters, and are priced at 
£2.99 including V AT. 

LETTERING & TYPESETTING 

Gl Photoheadliner 

The G 1 Photoheadliner incorporates a sophisticated 
strobe lighting process and has been launched as a Graphic 
Setter for the production of instant layouts, typesetting 
and graphic designs. 

The photoheadliner operates in yellow, amber or red 
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safelighting and can produce right or reverse reading 
prints, film positives and film negatives. Lettering sizes 
range from 6.5mm to 190mm with 4000 standard 2" ftlm 
fonts including alphabets, graphic symbols, logos and 
borders. Other special features include a modification 
package to condense, extend, italicize or backslant type
styles and graphics, an arc and circle setter for the compo
sition of circular or curved lettering or layouts and camera 
pack which can re-size artwork from 25% - 1000% in a 
single step. The photoheadliner is being offered with a 
starter pack of materials and fonts at £3,495 plus V AT. 

Details from John Blishen Co. Ltd, 75 Kilburn Lane, 
London, WlO 4AW. Tel. 01-969 0071. 

Typoflash 

Typoflash is a Swiss system, which is simple and quick 
to operate and uses pre-activated photographic materials 
to produce headlining and graphics instantly. 

The daylight photographic material (paper and tllm) is 
ftxed on to the specially illuminated light-trough, pre
activated with developer (Activator) in a sachet and 
covered over with a thin sheet of foil. A millimetre grid 
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eases the adjustment of the orange, transparent type disk. 
As soon as the letter is positioned, the manually operated 
Special-UV-Electronic Flash is placed over it and triggered. 
The exposed letter is immediately black and remains 
visible through the orange type disk so that the next letter 
can be sequenced without any difficulty. After the printing 
is concluded, the photographic material is treated with a 
ftxer sachet and rinsed with water. No darkroom is 
necessary. 

The lettering fonts are held on scratch resistant film, 
allowing them to be used 'time and time again. A wide 
range of typefaces is available, whilst others can be 
custom-made to order. The Typoflash can be used not 
only for its type fonts but also for processed reproductions. 
Positives or duplicates can be produced from negatives 
or vice versa (from film); in fact it is possible to print 
almost anything decorative from frames, lines and logos 
to characters and background screens, either separately 
or in combination with text. As the type disk is not linked 
up to anything mechanical, type can be placed freely, 
horizontally, vertically, reversed, right-way up or upside 
down. The print can be screened with the aid of screen 
tints and masks. All these possibilities provide the user 
with a really diversified range of opportunities in the 
creation of headlines, posters, labels and display graphics, 
and several lines can be printed simultaneously. 

The Basic Unit is supplied with ten fonts of your 
choice, chemicals, paper and a starter kit for a price of 
£960 excluding V AT. Details from B&P Graphic System 
Ltd., Unit 3, Chertsey Business Centre, Riversdell Close, 
Chertsey, Surrey, KT16 9AS. Telephone 0932-5685 55. 

Mecanorma - Gestetner 

Two new lettering machines - the Mecanorma Type
Express and the Gestetner 21 Lettering System, have 
recently been launched in direct competition with each 
other. They appear very similar if not identical machines 
and operate on the "carbon-ribbon" system currently 
used on more expensive lettering machines such as Kroy 
and Midas. Both retail at£1,150 plus VAT for the standard 
unit, but both companies may offer "special" introductory 
starter kits locally which could cut the cost by up to 
£200-£300. 

The machines which are mains and battery operated 
are claimed to be quieter, lighter, smaller, faster and easier 
to operate than similar lettering machines on the market. 
Both machines feature a keyboard entry facility which 
can hold the typesetting in memory to allow checking and 
editing prior to final print out. 

The machines operate with fonts held in microprocessor 
cards no larger than a 35mm slide, yet containing 135 
lettering characters, numerals and symbols. They can hold 
in memory nine fonts (this includes a built-in font of 18pt 
Helvetica Bold) simultaneously, allowing you not only to 
switch easily from one to another instantly, but also to 
mix and match fonts during any lettering sequence. There 
is a choice of 21 typefaces in a variety of weights and 
sizes from 6pt (2mm) to 36pt (lOmm) which can be 
called up in eight different languages. 

Other features include a repetition function allowing 
you to print out more than one copy of the same text, 
a sequence function for automatic pagination of your text 
alphabetically or numerically, an easy to read liquid crystal 



screen allowing you to keep permanent track of your text 
and a memory function to reread, correct, modify, insert 
and delete text before printing. The lettering can be printed 
in black, red, green, blue or white onto a variety of matt, 
gloss, transparent or opaque black, silver or gold adhesive 
surfaces. 

Midas Lettering Systems 

Techprint have introduced some additional features to 
their Midas Snr. Lettering System in the form of a Super
Prom pack. These new features include a permanent 
memory of 7800 characters (previously only 254 
characters) allowing long term storage of lettering jobs 
and easy access for storage and retrieval. Up to 100 files 
can be listed or deleted and a check can be made on the 
amount of remaining memory space. 

Midas have improved both edge defmition and inter
character spacing and also offer double row printing of 
8pt and 1 Opt as a standard feature - very useful for 
printing names, addresses and bi-lingual labels. Two new 
tapes have also been introduced - magnetic strips and 
projectable tapes and ribbons. The half-inch wide per
manently magnetized strips can be printed on all Midas 
colour display ribbons and are available in vibrant red, 
blue, green, orange and white. The projectable ribbon is 
black and can be printed on any of the six projectable 
tape colours which can be applied directly to overhead 
transparency film. When projected the lettering appears 
as black on the background colour of the tape. 

The Midas Lettering System was reviewed in SUC 
Bulletin vol. 20, no. 2 and further details are available 
from Techprint Lettering Systems Ltd., International 
House, Windmill Road, Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex. 
Telephone 09327-89863. 

Kroy (Europe) Ltd 

Kroy Premium is a new tape which has a redesigned 
easy loading cartridge and is said to offer a higher quality 
lettering image with improved inter-character spacing 
and alignment. The tape has been developed because of 
the increasing use of small typesizes which required a 
higher quality tape and is said to be more durable and 
less liable to scratch or smear. The Kroy Premier is avail
able in all current varieties of tape using the same order 
numbers and at no extra cost. 

Kroy now make tape supplies for the Midas Lettering 
System and were recently offering a sample cartridge 
(includes tape and ribbon) free of charge. Details from 
Kroy (Europe) Ltd., Worton Grange, Reading, Berks. 
RG2 9LZ. Telephone 0734-861411. 

Esselte Dymo 

Yet another "carbon ribbon" lettering system has 
been introduced onto the market. The Dymo 2400 is 
similar to other Dymo hand held lettering machines 
except that this desk-top model is available in both 
electric and manual versions. The lettering is best suited 
to photo reduction work, headlining, labels, direction 
signs etc. and is printed on a range of repro, clear and 
coloured tapes in a variety of colours. The electric model 
retails at £195 plus VAT with the manual at £142 plus 

VAT. Print wheels are £16 plus VAT each, and printing 
tapes £8.95 plus VAT. 

New Graphic Transfer System 

A new range of dry transfer lettering and symbols 
is produced by S.P.I. Laboratories Aids. This range is 
designed mainly for electronic microscopy illustrations 
but contains some useful geometric symbols, arrows, 
calibration bars and a range of numerals or letters enclosed 
in circles. Two sheet sizes are available, 10" x 14" or 8W' 
x 11" and cost £7.38 and £5.64 respectively. Details 
from Hexland Ltd., W & GEstate, East Challow, Wantage, 
Oxon.,_ OX12 9FT. Tel. 02357-2474. 

Letraset Graphic Design Handbook 1988/89 

The latest Letraset Graphic Design Handbook is now 
available and contains many new photographs and illustra
tions of their extensive range of graphic design and drawing 
office products. A total of 63 new type styles and 13 
symbol sheets have been added to their existing range. 
The Pantone Matching System has been increased to 
include a further 232 Pantone colours. The extended 
range of 747 Pantone colours offer designers and illustra
tors an unrivalled range of colours to choose from. 

Other new . products include Letratrim Personal - a 
new rotary cutter which clamps onto your drawing table 
or desk; Letratech Pens - a new range of disposable 
technical pens; Letramask - an air brush masking film 
which is tough yet easy to cut or reposition; Letrafile -
a vertical filing system for various sizes of drawings, repro 
materials or maps etc.; Letraset Pads - an extensive range 
of graphic arts drawing mm, acetate, tracing, cartridge, 
layout and detail pads. 

There are many other new items in this handbook 
which can be obtained free of charge by purchasing 3 
sheets of instant lettering or Letragraphica Premier from 
your local stockist. 

UNIQUE WORLD ATLAS OF 1659 ON MICROFICHE 

The National Library of Australia owns the only 
surviving copy of the first edition of a colourful world 
atlas first publish~d in Amsterdam in 1659. 

The full title of Hendrick Doncker's atlas is De Zee
Atlas Ofte Water-Waereld (The Sea Atlas of the Water 
World). 

The atlas has now been made available as a microfiche 
package costing A$1 00. 

The four fiches are accompanied by a sixteen-page 
booklet and reproduce the 21 plates of the atlas in full 
colour. The booklet carries notes on each of the plates, 
gives a concise history of this remarkable atlas, and 
outlines the life and work of the cartographer Hendrick 
Doncker and the profession of mapmaking in the seven-
teenth century. . 

The price includes packing and surface fre1ght. 
Cheques, money orders or bank drafts in Australian 
currency payable to the National Library of Australia 
must accompany all orders except those charged to 
Bankcard/Mastercard account. 

Orders should be sent to Sales and Subscription 
Section, National Library of Australia, Canberra ACT 
2600, Australia. 
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