
DID YOU READ? 

• "Mapping from space" Andrew Westwell-Roper and 
Stephen Beckow Space 3 (I) pp 24-28 

"New remote sensing satellites and image processing 
techniques are set to produce cartographic-standard maps 
of the entire surface of the Earth. Time consuming, 
labpur intensive manual methods based on aerial photog
raphy are being replaced by automated computer-based 
techniques that should allow maps to be derived from 
satellite imagery for about one fifth of the cost of 
traditional map production." 

• "History in outline" R.A. Lever, Heritage: the British 
Reviewi6, June/July 1987, pp 27-31 

An illustrated article outlining the history of early 
British maps and "pioneering" mapmakers from the 
Gough map to the foundation of the Ordnance Survey. 

The article is followed by a short contribution by Bond 
Street dealer, Jonathan Potter who describes the appeal of 
early maps to collectors. 

• "Make your own maps" Neil Sinden and Sue Clifford, 
District Councils Review March 1987, pp 15-16 

• "Common Ground's parish maps project" Neil Sinden 
and Sue Clifford, The Planner March 1987, pp 19-21 

These two articles are among the considerable publicity 
given to an idea launched by Common Ground that people 
should map their heritage in order to learn to appreciate it 
better- hardly a novel idea to cartographers, but given a 
new vigour through its "discovery" by conservationists. 

"Common Ground was established in 1983 to promote 
the importance of our common cultural heritage and to 
encourage the active involvement of local people in the 
place with which they identify ... " 

The Parish Maps Project has been extended nationally 
with the support of the Countryside Commission, the 
Carnegie UK Trust and the World Wildlife Fund. 

"The parish map should be an expression of local 
distinctiveness and locally valued features. In preparing 
these maps it is hoped that local groups will be uncon
strained by conventional mapping techniques, and will use 
a wide range of materials and forms of representation." 

"Common Ground has also commissioned 18 leading 
artists to create their own 'maps' of areas to which they 
have personal attachment . . . " Their work forms an 
exhibition entitled Knowing your Place which opened at 
the London Ecology Centre March 17 to April 24, 1987 
and subsequently toured the country. 

Common Ground can be contacted at 45 Shelton 
Street, London WC2H 9HJ. 

• "How to display data badly" Howard Wainer, The 
American Statistician 38, 1984, pp 137-147 

"Methods for displaying data badly have been 
developed for many years, and a wide variety of interesting 
and inventive schemes have emerged. Presented here is a 
synthesis yielding the 12 most powerful techniques that 
seem to underlie many of the realizations found in practice. 
These 12 (the dirty dozen) are identified and illustrated." 

• "Show me the way to go home" John Conquest, The 
Sunday Times April26, 1987,76-79 

A Which? type report on British road atlases. There 
are some odd things in the report, which might ruffle the 
more "cartographicate" reader. But it is nevertheless a 
useful summary of what is currently available in this 
rapidly changing and competitive area of map publishing. 
Incidentally, the author believes the term Great Britain to 
include Northern Ireland, and unjustly castigates many of 
the atlases accordingly. 

• "Distortion in maps" Phil Porter and Phil Voxland, 
Focus 36 (2), 1986, pp 22-30 

The Peters projection once again! "The Peters projec
tion is as inappropriate an image of our earthly oneness as 
Mercator's." The article is about distortion in map projec
tions generally but provides another fairly devastating 
critique of Peters, the man and the projection. 

• "Advertisements for American selves, Nineteenth 
century Pennsylvania county atlases" Ted Daniels, 
Landscape 29 (3), 1987, pp 17-23 

A nicely illustrated account of the non-cartographic 
content of nineteenth century American county atlases. 
The centennial atlases in particular were highly pictorial. 
Space in them was sold to the wealthier residents who 
used it as a means of self-aggrandizement by commissioning 
engravings of their estates, farmsteads, farm animals and 
other accoutrements of success. The pictures are described 
as being generalized and idealistic, like maps themselves, 
and do not give a balanced view of the society of the time, 
since only prosperous and ambitious families were featured. 
The Pennsylvanian landscape itself is also shown mostly as 
tamed and domesticated with neat and well·cared for 
farms. 

• "The evolution of computer mapping and its implica
tions for geography" Alan M. MacEachren, Journal of 
Geography 86 (3), 1987, pp 100-108 

A potted history of computer mapping from early 
and crude lineprinter technology to the "intelligent map", 
which can be interrogated for a wide range of information 
supplied by comprehensive geographical databases. 

• Geochronique 17, February 1986 

This issue of the periodical coedited by the Bureau de 
Recherches Geologiques et Minieres and the Societe 
Geologique de France has a special feature on access to 
documentation on the earth sciences in France. It includes 
information on map collections and computer databases, 
and should be of interest to map curators. 

33 




