
CARTOGRAPIDC NOTES 

FROM THE ICA NEWSLETTER 

ICA Commission on Advanced Technology 

The Commission on Advanced Technology (CAT) met 
in London, England on 16 and 19 September 1986 in 
conjunction with Auto Carto London and on 22 through 
24 September in conjunction with the ICA Executive 
Committee meetings in Prague, Czechoslovakia. Dr. K. 
Eric Anderson in the chair and Mr. Andrew V. Douglas 
serving as Secretary. 

During the Commission's first session in London 
former Chairman Lowell Starr addressed the attendees: 
Mr. Starr thanked his friends for their support over the 
years, and asked all members to give their support to the 
new Chairman, Dr. Anderson. 

In both London and Prague, the Commission addressed 
~e foll?wing agenda items: the forthcoming report on 
mt~rnat1onal research and development in computer
assisted cartography; CAT contribution at ICA General 
Assembly in 1987; and the future of the Commission on 
Advanced Technology. 

?r. Anderson clarified the goals of the report on inter
natiOnal R & D. Our goal is to provide a well-rounded 
report on a broad base of international activities in 
advanced cartographic technology research and develop
ment. To reach that goal, we have devised a much enhanced 
format for the report. 

We hope to produce a significantly expanded report 
organized into two sections. Section 1 will be a set of 
invited essays on such topics as map generalization, pattern 
recognition and mass digitization, data structures, 
standardization, organizational aspects of modern cartog
raphy and relief representations. The authors will strive to 
?e innovative, futuristic, imaginative and to address gaps 
m current cartographic knowledge. Section 1 will set the 
scene for Section 2 by establishing the international 
context of computer-assisted cartography -where we are 
and where we need to go with research and development. 

Section 2 will document the activities of the inter
national cartographic community. This section will contain 
reports from member countries. Our primary goal for 
Section 2 is to receive reports from as many member 
countries as possible. Many cartographers are interested 
n?t only in the most innovative research, but also in the 
d1fferent ways in which member countries are approaching 
computer-assistance as an R & D activity. We have surveyed 
all member country delegates. Some principal authors 
have been identified, and as of this writing, initial contri
butions to the report have already been made by Austria, 
the People's Republic of China, Poland, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Japan, Hungary and Czechoslo
vakia. While irl Prague, the Commission met with the ICA 
Executive Committee. Dr. Anderson presented an over
view of CAT activities and the current status of our Terms 
of Reference. He also mentioned the successful CAT
sponsored sessions at Auto Carto London. Dr. Anderson 
outlined our plans for cooperative activities with the 
Commission on Training and Education, our plans to 
c~nduct seminars on advanced technology, and our 
difficulties in determinirlg how to handle the Geographic 
Information Systems issue. These and other issues will be 
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on our minds as we formulate our Terms of Reference for 
1987-1991. 
Andrew V. Doug/as/13 March 1987 

12th Session of the UN Group of Experts on 
Geographical Names, Geneva, 28 September -
7 October 1986 

At the United Nations office irl Geneva the 12th 
session of the UN Group of Experts on G~ographical 
Names was held in the shadow of the forthcoming 5th 
UN Conference on the Standardization of Geographical 
Names (Montreal, August, 1987). As former, similar UN 
conferences have contributed a great deal to the simplifi
cation of the editorial work of cartographers where it 
concerns geographical names, it is relevant to note what 
contributions (in the form of recommendations) can be 
expected. 

Under the chairmanship of Prof. dr. D. Blok (Nether
lands}, with Dr. M. de Henseler (Chief, Cartography Unit, 
UN Dept. of Technical Cooperation for Development) for 
secretary, and Mr. A. Rayburn (Canada} for rapporteur, 
the tableau to be presented at Montreal unfolded as 
follows. 

Toponymy has been established as a subject for 
teaching, as 1} a manual for national name standardization 
programs is developed, intended primarily for use in Third 
World countries, 2} a multilingual glossary of toponymical 
terminology has been compiled, 3} teachirlg experience 
has been gained during training courses in toponymy (in 
Cisarua, Indonesia and Rabat, Morocco) and 4) standard 
syllabi for such courses are being prepared. So the carto
graphic community is able to profit from these achieve
ments of the UNGEGN, as it is feasible with these 
instruments to incorporate toponymy irl regular carto
graphic education. A list of existing or proposed toponymy 
courses will probably be prepared for Montreal. Mr. 
Absaloms from Kenya proposed to have the next 
toponymic training course in Nairobi, Kenya, in coopera
tion with the UN Economic Commission for Africa. 

The computer-assisted production of national gazetteers 
has benefited from the exchange of information the 
UNGEGN forum provides. In various countries data bases 
have been created for geographical names; applications 
relevant to cartographers, such as automated type setting 
or automated toponymic transliteration were discussed. 
Computer-produced gazetteers can be easily revised and 
the microfiche gazetteer of Great Britain, which is 
frequently updated, has achieved wider sales than expected. 
The UNGEGN experts were invited to report regularly on 
the progress made in their work with digital name files. 
As a matter of fact, standardization has been boosted 
enormously by the advent of geographical irlformation 
systems. 

More than twenty countries have now produced their 
Toponymic Guidelines, a publication meant for carto· 
graphic editors and others. This publication shows the 
special characteristics and requirements of geographical 
name orthography for specific language areas or countries. 
They refer the reader to official name sources such as 
maps and gazetteers and they show boundaries of minority 
language areas, where different orthographic rules migh1 



apply. They also contain glossaries of the descriptive 
elements contained in toponyms. As the UN developed a 
publication program for these toponymical guidelines, the 
relevant information is being made rapidly available to the 
cartographic world. 

New standard romanization systems for Greek, Cyrillic 
and Arabic alphabets will probably be presented for 
adoption at Montr~al, and the Donor principle (which 
refers to the recommendation that the country which 
incorporates the named objects should decide on the 
transcription system to be used for representing the 
names in foreign writing systems) be refmed. This is done 
in the sense that, within the margin provided by linguistic 
and onomastic principles, user organizations, i.e., receiver 
countries, should be involved as much as possible in the 
elaboration of such systems. 

Two other issues that will be pursued at Montreal are 
the reduction of exonyms (in order to improve inter
national communication) and the desire to differentiate 
toponymic information from descriptive information on 
topographical maps, by differences in type style or type 
face. Which one it is to be will be worked out in Montreal 
in the form of a recommendation. In order to profit most 
from the four conferences held until now, a list of 
resolutions adopted was circulated at Geneva: it will even 
be indexed for Montr~al. 

UNGEGN and ICA conferences have one thing in 
common: The participants are activated immediately, 
as soon as somebody distributes copies of a map, in order 
to demonstrate a point. It proves that, even without 
standardization, cartography is a universal language. 
Ferjan Ormeling/March 1987 

11th UN Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and 
the Pacific 1987 

Thirty-four nations and seven international scientific 
organizations and agencies sent representatives to the 11th 
UN Regional Cartographic Conference for Asia and the 
Pacific which was held at Economic and Social Commission 
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) headquarters in Bangkok, 
Thailand, January 5-16, 1987. 

Mr. S.A.M.S. Kibria, Executive Secretary for ESCAP, 
inaugurated the Conference and welcomed the participants 
on behalf of the Commission. Mr. Max de Henseler, the 
Executive Secretary of the Conference, read a message of 
welcome on behalf of Mr. Xie Qimei, Under-Secretary
General, Department of Technical Cooperation for 
Development (DTCD). 

H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn honoured the 
Conference by her attendance at a special plenary session 
held on January 12. 

The Conference elected the following officers: 

President: Lt. Gen. Vichien Sungpriwon (Thailand) 
First Vice-President: Mr. Takahiro Sato (Japan) 
Second Vice-President: Mr. Chen Junyong (China) 
Rapporteur: Mr. Vie North (Australia) 

The Conference was divided into four primary areas of 
cartographic activity: data acquisition and supporting 
activities; data manipulation; data depiction; and policies 
and management of national mapping and charting 
programmes. A technical committee was established for 
each of these subject areas. The following individuals were 
elected to head the four technical committees: 

Committee I Data Acquisition 
Chairman: J. Rais (Indonesia) 
Vice-Chairman: G. Andreassend (Hong Kong) 
Rapporteur: Bentley E. Furmstron (UK) 
Committee// Data Manipulation 
Chairman: Lowell E. Starr (United States) 
Vice-Chairman: Won-Ik Kim (Republic of Korea) 
Rapporteur: Ray Cole (Australia) 
Committee Ill Data Depiction 
Chairman: G. Konecny (FRG) 
Vice-Chairman: Nikolai L. Makarenko (USSR) 
Rapporteur: Asfaw Fanta (Ethiopia) 
Committee IV Management of National Mapping and 
Charting Programs 
Chairman: Jose Solis (Philippines) 
Vice-Chairman: Leong K. Kwoh (Singapore) 
Rapporteur: S.M. Chadha (India) 

A background paper in each subject area was prepared 
by the observers from the international scientific organiza
tion. For Cartographic Data Acquisition and Supporting 
Activities the background paper was prepared by ISPRS 
and presented by the ISPRS President Dr. Gottfried 
Konecny. Fifteen additional papers were presented under 
the subject heading. The ICA was privileged to prepare the 
background paper on Cartographic Data Manipulation. 
The paper was presented by ICA President Dr. Joel L. 
Morrison. Nineteen additional papers were read under the 
subject heading. 

The background paper for Cartographic Data Depiction 
was prepared by Dr. J. Zarzkycki, of ISPRS. Unfortunately. 
no other papers were submitted under this heading and 
only 8 papers were submitted under the topic, Policies 
and Management of National Mapping and Charting 
Programs. The background paper was provided by Mr. 
C.W. Youngs of FIG. 

Twenty-three resolutions were adopted by the 
Conference. These resolutions cover a wide range of 
topics of interest to cartographers. Of most interest to 
ICA was the resolution that recommended that the 
United Nations Department of Technical Cooperation 
for Development cooperate in the preparation and 
organization of a proposed 1st Union Congress of IUSM 
to be held in 1992. The text of all the resolutions will be 
part of the final report to the Conference available from 
Mr. de Henseler's office at the UN in New York later this 
year. 

The 12th UN Regional Cartographic Conference for 
Asia and the Pacific will be held in 1991. 

Euro Carto VI Meets in Bmo Czechoslovakia 

The sixth conference in the Euro Carto series was held 
April 13-16, 1987, at the International Hotel in Brno, 
Czechoslovakia. The conference was successfully and 
expertly organized by Doe. RNDr. Milan Konecny of the 
Department of Geography, Faculty of Sciences, J.E. 
Purkyne University, Brno. Over 150 attendees from 20 
nations, including Brazil and China, heard over 30 profes
sional papers and enjoyed the informality of a poster 
session. Proceedings of the conference were prepared and 
distributed to the participants. 

A full social schedule accompanied the conference. The 
famous J anacek quartet played during the formal opening 
of the conference, and attendees enjoyed a reception 
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hosted by the J .E. Purkyne University at the House of 
Recreation where most attendees stayed. A tour of the 
Geographical Institute of the Czechoslovak Academy of 
Science colocated at the Mendelian Museum was enjoyed 
by all. 

Euro Carto VI, the first in the series to be hosted in 
eastern Europe, enabled a larger attendance by East 
European cartographers. The informal transfer of carto
graphic research that was thus enabled insured the useful
ness of the conference. The ICA especially thanks Doe. 
RNDr. Konecny for his fme organizational talents and 
also thanks his colleagues in Brno for making the Euro 
Carto VI Symposium a huge success. Euro Carto VII has 
tentatively been set for late 1988 in Enschede, The 
Netherlands. 

Proceedings of the 2nd International Symposium on 
Spatial Data Handling 

The Proceedings of this international symposium are 
now available and contain nearly 50 papers in a 600-page : 
volume. Included, among others, are papers from sessions 
on 'Quad tree Representations of Spatial Data', 'Automated 
Name Placement', 'Storage and Accuracy of Digital 
Elevation Models', 'Relational Database Approaches to 
GIS', and 'Expert Systems for Spatial Data'. 

The cost of the Proceedings is US$40, including 
handling and shipping by surface transport. Shipment by 
air to points outside North America is available at extra 
cost. If shipment by air is requested, the additional 
shipping costs will be added to the invoice. 

Orders should be addressed to: IGU Commission on 
Geographical Data Sensing & Processing, P.O. Box 571, 
Williamsville, NY 14221, USA. 

Publications Committee Meeting 

The Spring Meeting of the ICA Publications Committee 
was held on 10 April 1987 at Elsevier Science Publishers, 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands. The host for the meeting 
was Drs. H. Frank, Director of the Science and Technology 
Division, who attended together with representatives from 
Geo Books, Norwich, England, an Elsevier subsidiary, viz., 
Linda Martin, lan Wood and J. Grijpma. Geo Books will 
act as the official distributor ofiCA Publications; already, 
the company has produced a new promotional leaflet for 
ICA and is working on production of their first ICA 
publication the Compendium of Cartographic 
Techniques. 

Items discussed included the revised PC Rules of 
Procedure, designed to streamline the production of 
reports from Commissions and Working Groups, the 
Newsletter, which continues to make progress in its 
distribution among member countries, and the report of a 
meeting between Chairman Roger Anson and Drs. H. 
Frank in November 1986. The agenda for this meeting 
detailed specifics concerning the distribution and 
production of current and future ICA publications. 

The main items of business at the PC meeting included 
a discussion on sales and distribution with Drs Frank and 
the representatives from Geo Books, the transfer of ICA 
stock from Rudolf Muller, International Booksellers to 
Elsevier on 14 July 1986, and the progress of the several 
publications - Basic Cartography, Vol. 2, Exercises to 
Accompany Basic Cartography, Thematic Mapping/ 
Remote Sensing Report, Cartographical Innovations, and 
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the Compendium of Cartographic Techniques (see below). 
Dr. Morrison presented a detailed report on the Executive 
Committee discussion of the Multilingual Dictionary. 
revision, and on the report R & D in Computer-assisted 
Cartography. R. Bohme outlined his progress on an 
Inventory of World Topographic Mapping that may be 
published by ICA in the future. 

Chairman Roger Anson and President Morrison both 
thanked Drs. Frank for hosting a successful and productive 
meeting and for providing a most excellent luncheon. Don 
Pearce announced that a banquet would be held during 
the evening to honour RudolfMuller. 

Compendium of Cartographic Techniques 

Commission 11, Map Production Technology, is making 
good progress towards the completionofthe Compendium 
of Cartographic Techniques. The work is being coordinated 
and carried out in Canada. Australia is assisting by produc
ing 20% of the line-drawings, and the United States 
(Commission Ill, Advanced Technology) is producing one 
of the three chapters on computer-assisted techniques. 

The Compendium is a compilation of some 120 
practical descriptions of commonly-used map production 
techniques. Subjects range from line drawing to scribing, 
and include color proofing, reproduction techniques and 
printing. Several chapters deal with digital aspects of map 
production. The volume is profusely illustrated with 175 
diagrams and 50 photographs. 

The subjects for the Compendium have been written in 
ten different countries, and all the texts have been stan
dardized to ensure that the book will have wide inter
national application and appeal. The complete manuscript 
is being forwarded to the ICA Publications Committee in 
May 1987 for the anticipated publication by Elsevier 
Science Publishers, Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 

Cartographical Innovations: An International Handbook 
of Mapping Terms to 1900 

The volume, edited by Helen Wallis and Arthur H. 
Robinson, is intended as a reference book for all those 
working in the history of cartography and also for modern 
cartographers who may be interested to see that many of 
the techniques employed today originated a century or 
more earlier than is generally thought. Scholars from 
many parts of the world have helped with the project 
which has been undertaken by the ICA Commission on 
the History of Cartography. · 

The Glossary comprises a history of cartographical 
innovations and their diffusion. It includes information 
about when processes and techniques began, when 
materials were first used, and in general indicates on a 
worldwide scale the main points of advance in the science 
and art of cartography. For each term a defmition is 
given, followed by the main facts in the history of the 
irmovation or technique, and completed by a bibliography. 
A comprehensive and innovative index is also provided to 
guide the reader. The Glossary adds the dimension of time 
to the technical aspects of . map-making. It also reveals 
something of the essential nature of cartography by 
setting out in simple outline the history of the ideas that 
led to the practical advances. 

The book is to be published by: Map Collector Publica
tions (1982) Ltd, 48 High Street, Tring, Herts HP23 SBH, 
England. Copies will be available in June 1987. Price: 



£42.00 (excluding postage and packing). 

International Report on Thematic Mapping from Satellite 
Imagery 

This comprehensive report has been prepared over a 
3-year period by members of the Ad-Hoc Commission 
on Thematic Mapping from Satellite Imagery and was 
submitted by J. Den~gre and J.P. Grelot. Its purpose is to 
show the variety of thematic applications from satellite 
imagery and their cartographic expressions. A total of 33 
applications are described from 18 different countries, 10 
of which are Third World countries. Each application is 
described on the basis of its objective, its methods and its 
results, and is illustrated by a map either in colour or 
black-and-white. The text is in both English and French, 
the official languages of the Association. 

The applications have been selected, as far as possible, 
as operational, and are classed into 12 topics according to 
the classification identified by the former Ad-Hoc 
Commission. Their description is also completed by state
ments on national requirements for thematic mapping 
derived from satellite imagery. 

The report includes 190 pages of text ready to print, 
15 coloured maps with their colour separation fllms, 12 
coloured maps without colour separation fllms, and 6 
line maps in black-and-white. 

The possibility of its production and publication was 
discussed at some length with Drs. Frank. 

Exercises relating to Basic Cartography Vols. 1 & 2 

This project was fully discussed based on the content 
of letters received by R. Anson from K.-H. Meine and 
sample documents authored by Prof. F.J. Ormeling, Jr. 
Drs. Frank was firmly of the opinion that the suggested 
incorporation of the materials in a box would be quite 
impractical and he undertook to find a ring-binder or 
other appropriate system to contain the exercises. It was 
agreed that a selling price of £10 per set would be realistic, 
and that this would form a basis for the costing of the 
binding of 2,000 copies. When printed sheets of all the 
exercises become available these will be sent to Geo Books, 
Norwich. Printing and collation will be undertaken by 
Elsevier. 

14th International Cartographic Conference 
Budapest Hungary 1989 

The Conference Secretary, Institute of Geodesy, 
Cartography and Remote Sensing, Budapest, Hungary, 
has issued the following preliminary circular of the 14th 
International Cartographic Conference which is being 
held in Budapest. 17-24 August 1989. 

The Preliminary Program includes the following 
topics for the Conference: 
• Automation in Cartography 
• Geographical Information Systems 
• Uses of Remote Sensing in the National Economy 
• Maps for Organizing and Controlling Agricultural and 

Water Resource Management 
• National and Regional Atlases 
• Modern Education: Modern Maps 
• Maps in the Service of Tourism 
• Technologies of Map Production 

• Poster Session 
• National/International Map and Technical Exhibitions. 

Further information and Provisional Registration 
Forms may be obtained from: Conference Secretary, 
Institute of Geodesy, Cartography and Remote Sensing, 
H-1373 Budapest, POB-546, Hungary. 

Helen Wallis Retires from British Library 

A nationwide assembly gathered together on I July 
1986 in the British Library along with members of the 
library staff for a presentation to Dr. Helen Wallis on the 
occasion of her retirement as Head of the Map Library. 
In an eloquent speech, Kenneth Cooper, Chief Executive 
of the British Library, paid tribute to Helen's services to 
cartography both in the British Library and worldwide. 
On behalf of her multitude of friends he presented Helen 
with a number of gifts including a dinner service and a 
specially compiled bibliography on hand-made paper of 
Helen's contributions to cartographic scholarship. A cake, 
in the form of an old atlas open to display a map of the 
world in decorative coloured icing, was a centrepiece duly 
admired until it yielded to Helen's knife. Anecdotes 
abounded including the story of Helen's visit to Japan 
with 17th century items for an exhibition when the airline 
issued her with three tickets for Dr. Helen Wallis, Mr. Old 
Globe and Mr. Port Folio! 
Roger H. Fairclough, BCS Newsletter 1/1987 

NEWS FROM THE LffiRARY OF CONGRESS 

The Library of Congress and the National Geographic 
Society have embarked on a six-part joint project to 
catalogue, restore, preserve, and publish the Library's 
incomparable collection of about 2 000 maps of Washing
ton DC. Included in the collection are Pierre Charles 
L'Enfant's unique manuscript plan for the City of 
Washington prepared in 1791, as well as the earliest topo
graphic map of the District of Columbia, other maps of 
the area, and site maps of original property holdings in 
the District of Columbia. 

The goal of the joint project, which is fmanced in large 
part by a grant of$ 348 250 from theN ational Geographic 
Society to the Library of Congress, is to make the Library's 
collection of Washington DC, maps available to the widest 
possible audience. 

The work will be performed over four years under the 
supervision of the Library's Geography and Map Division. 
It will culminate in 1991 with an exhibition and symposium 
to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the designation of 
the City of Washington as the nation's capital. 

In addition to the original L'Enfant plan, the work of 
other early surveyors and planners of the city is also 
represented. Among the most significant are the earliest 
known plan of the proposed Federal City, sketched by 
Thomas J efferson in early 1791 ; the original map of the 
new Federal District, compiled by Andrew Ellicott in 
1791 with the assistance of Benjamin Banneker, an 
accomplished free black astronomer and surveyor; a 
manuscript map showing the Capitol and vicinity in 1815 
exquisitely drafted by Benjamin Henry Latrobe, the most 
prominent American architect of the Capitol; the nationally 
renowned landscape gardener Andrew Jackson Downing's 
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design of the Mall in 1851, reflecting that era's romantic 
influences; and Albert Boschke's large topographic wall 
map of the District of Columbia, which, completed on the 
eve of the Civil War, was so detailed that it was immediately 
confiscated by Federal authorities who feared that it 
might be used to guide Confederate raids on the capital. 

Divided into six parts, the project should make a 
significant contribution to our understanding of the plan
ning and mapping of the nation's capital. 

Part I of the project is to classify and catalogue all 
maps in the Library of Congress relating to Washington, 
DC, so that they can be added to the Library's automated 
map database (MARC maps). These include some 1 100 of 
the most significant maps relating to the history and 
development of the capital city. Although a preliminary 
listing of these maps exists, it is imperfect, difficult to use, 
and unpublished. This thorough cataloguing project will 
correct any errors, make necessary additions to the 
catalogue records, and transcribe them for inclusion in the 
MARC Maps database so that the information is available 
nationwide through OCLC, RLIN, and other national 
bibliographic networks. 

Using the complete catalogued record of the maps 
prepared during the first part of the project, Part 11 will 
undertake a cartobibliography of the first 800 maps of the 
City of Washington produced from 1790 to 1910. This 
encompasses the period from L 'Enfant to the McMillan 
Commission, which sought in 1900, the 100th anniversary 
of the move of the capital to Washington, to re-establish 
L'Enfant's formal outlines of the city. Each bibliographic 
entry will include expanded notes and pertinent back
ground information derived from original research that 
places each map in its proper historical and cartographic 
context. The cartobibliography, to be published by the 
Library of Congress, will include an introductory essay 
and a substantial index. 

Part Ill of the project is the restoration and repair of 
the L'Enfant plan, a major treasure of the Library of 
Congress. In an advanced state of deterioration when 
acquired by the Library of Congress in the early 20th 
century, the plan requires major work to prevent further 
loss. A frrst-class facsimile of the plan will be made, 
followed by treatment that will restore the former integrity 
of the map, make the paper more flexible and chemically 
stable, and improve the visibility of the image. 

All maps and atlases relating to Washington DC, are to 
be deacidified, encapsulated, and microfilmed during Part 
IV of the joint project. These materials are among the 
most heavily used in the Geography and Map Division, 
and many have deteriorated badly as a result of excessive 
handling. This work will help to preserve the originals for 
future generations of scholars, while full colour micro
filmed copies will make the maps and atlases available to a 
wider audience of interested readers. 

Part V of the project is the publication of a historical 
atlas of maps ofWashington DC, which will include appro
priate manuscript maps from other libraries and archives. 
The atlas will include approximately 100 of the most 
significant manuscripts and printed maps associated with 
the planning and development of the nation's capital from 
1790 to 1990, illustrating not only the history of the city 
but also the evolution of mapping techniques, from the 
surveyor's compass, plane table, and theodolite to aerial 
and satellite photography. 
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Finally, in 1991, to celebrate the completion of the 
project, the bicentennial of the L'Enfant plan, and the 
creation of the nation's capital, the Library of Congress 
will sponsor a major symposium and exhibition devoted 
to the planning and mapping of the City of Washington. 

Pierre L 'Enfant aptly characterized the challenge facing 
him in 1791 when he wrote to Secretary of State Thomas 
Jefferson, "To change a wilderness into a city ... is an 
undertaking as vast as it is novel." Even those words 
underestimated the obstacles that would confront L'Enfant 
as he worked on the creation of his plan for the city and 
began to plan the buildings and public spaces that would 
occupy it. Less than a year later he was dismissed from 
his position by President Washington, but his original plan 
continued to influence the shape and development of the 
new capital city for generations to come. 

[Library of Congress Press Release 4.11.87] 

GAZETTEERS ON MICROFICHE 
A complete set of the Foreign Gazetteers of the US 

Board on Geographic Names has been published by 
Congressional Information Service Inc., 4520 East-West 
Highway, Suite 800-DM,Bethesda, MD 20814-3389, USA. 

This set comprises 179 volumes, representing about 20 
linear feet of conventional book storage. In compiling the 
microfiche flle, CIS found no library which held all the 
volumes, so this is a unique opportunity to acquire a full 
set. 

The most recent edition of the Gazetteer for each 
country has been filmed, publication dates ranging from 
1950 to 1986. The complete collection contains more 
than 4 000 000 place name entries on 1505 fiches. 

The price? $3 000. Expensive, but still less than a 
quarter the cost of a hard copy set of volumes, were they 
all still available in that form. 

HYDR088 
Sixth Biennial International Symposium of the Hydro
graphic Society 15-17 November 1988 
At RAJ Congress Centre, Amsterdam. 

After five successful "HYDRO" symposia in the 
United Kingdom, the sixth will move to the European 
continent and will be organized by The Netherlands 
Branch of The Hydrographic Society. The symposium 
will coincide with Holland Offshore '88, an exhibition 
held biennially for the offshore industry. 

The symposium aims at disseminating information 
on subjects related to hydrographic surveys for engineer
ing works, mineral exploration and navigation. Topics 
may include for instance electronic charts, positioning, 
seabed investigation, bathymetry and tidal instrumenta
tion. 

The preliminary programme and registration will be 
published in spring 1988. 

Further information from: 

Symposium Secretariat HYDRO 88 
c/o Organisatie Bureau Amsterdam bv 
Europaplein 12 
1978 GZ AMSTERDAM 
The Netherlands 
Tel. (31) 20-44 08 07 



VffiWS OF THE PAST AT THE BRITISH LffiRARY 
Before the advent of photography, images of places 

and buildings were the business of the topographical 
artist. Generals needing pictures of enemy terrain, 
antiquarians collecting views of architectural relics, 
publishers preparing illustrated travel books and guides, 
country squires wanting to celebrate their handsome 
houses and parks - all had need of topographical 
draughtsmen. 

The British Library possesses in its collections a vast 
number of topographical drawings and watercolours, 
dating from medieval times to the late 19th century. A 
selection of these, by accomplished artists like Rowlandson, 
Mulready, Dayes and Grimm and by gifted amateurs, 
forms a new exhibition Views of the Past opening at the 
Library on 25 September. Most of this material is largely 
unfamiliar to the public - for example, three Rowlandson 
watercolours discovered in the collections are on view for 
the first time. 

The range of pictures on show is wide and varied. The 
selection includes our first real view of London, seen at 
the end of the Wars of the Roses; Queen Elizabeth's 
procession leaving. the gateway of the Tower of London 
on the eve of her coronation; Tahiti as Captain Cook saw 
it two centuries ago; and the city of Boston under siege at 
the beginning of the American War of Independence. 

Of particular interest are the works of touring artists, 
showing buildings and landscapes throughout the length 
and breadth of late Georgian England. Fountains Abbey, 
Stourhead, Felbrigg House, Arunde1 Castle, and Exeter 
Cathedral are among the places featured. Some of the 
buildings still stand; others have long gone - houses on 
the corner of Fleet Street and Chancery Lane demolished 
in 1799, a section of Knightsbridge pulled down to make 
the way for the Albert Gate improvements in the 1840s, 
and Sunderland Iron Bridge replaced by the present bridge 
in 1929. 

This new exhibition gives a fascinating insight into the 
world of yesterday, much of which can never be seen 
again. It will take place in the magnificent neo-classical 
King's Library, a setting which allows the drawings to be 
seen to their best advantage. 

The Exhibition is being held in the King's Library, the 
British Library's central gallery at Great Russell Street, 
London WC1B 3DG. It runs from 25 September 1987 to 
31 January 1988. The galleries are open free of charge 
Mon-Sat 10.00-5.00, Sunday 2.30-6.00pm. 

A book also entitled Views of the Past by Ann Payne 
is available priced £5.95. ISBN 0 7123 0130 5, from the 
bookshop at Great Russell Street, or by post from 
Publications Sales Unit, The British Library, Document 
Supply Centre, Boston Spa, Wetherby, W. Yorkshire 
LS23 7BQ. 

ALUTON21ST 

1988 will be the 21st Anniversary of the Higher 
Diploma in Geographical Techniques course at Luton 
College of Higher Education. This will be celebrated at 
St Catherine's College, Oxford between 16th and 18th 
September, 1988. 

Further details may be obtained from Mr David Cooper 
at Luton. 

POSSffiLE DISRUPTION TO THE BRITISH LffiRARY 
MAPLffiRARY 

During construction work on the British Museum's new 
Japanese Gallery there may be disruption to the Map 
reading area. Construction is due to start in Novembe1 
1987 and is expected to last two years. For further infor· 
mation phone 01 323 7700. 

MAPS IN THE STREET 
Oxford City Council is operating infopoint vending 

machines, which dispense coloured maps with city infor
mation. 

Philip Flook, who developed the system with ultra 
violet lacquered cards, suggests they could be adapted 
for social services, leisure centre, museum and other 
information. 

[From Local Government Chronicle 
No. 6260 19 June 87] 

A NOTE OF CORRECTION 
A report on the 22nd SUC Annual Summer School 

(UWIST, Cardiff, 7-11 Sept. 1986) appeared in SUC 
Bulletin 20.2. 

May I correct a couple of points made in the report 
without reiterating the whole substance of my lecture. 
In particular, I refer to the statements "The overall aim 
is . . . to influence data producers to use a structured 
form of data capture" and "OS digital data contains a 
jungle of inconsistencies". 

Information systems, cartographic symbolism such as 
for area fill, cartographic generalization and other activities 
require full knowledge of objects being mapped. Such 
knowledge may be explicitly provided at the time of 
digital encoding of the data. However, this would make 
data capture a very time-consuming, error-prone and 
costly process. 

Consequently, mapping agencies such as the Ordnance 
Survey (OS) adopt other data models and data structure 
for large-scale digitizing. The link and node structure used 
by the OS does not directly describe objects, for example 
administrative areas. Instead, it encodes features, which 
provide fragmented and scattered clues about objects. 
Features may encode lines, e.g. sections of boundary 
coded as coast, country, county or district boundary, or 
points, such as area seeds carrying the names of areas. 
These features though fragmentary are not inconsistent 
and they can be automatically reorganized to provide 
information about objects. As part of a project funded by 
the OS, the Cartographic Information Systems Research 
Group at the University of Hull established that it is 
indeed possible to extract a complete and coherent 
description of hierarchically organized administrative 
areas from feature-coded map details. 

We are therefore seeking to derive data models, 
structures and procedures for automatically adding 
structure and thus information to existing data; this we 
hope will enable data producers to capture data in a 
cost-effective form whilst meeting the requirements of 
end-users for structured data, for example for generaliza
tion. Such research is also relevant to the interpretation 
of scanned images. 

M. Visvalingam 
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GOAD PLANS 

Chas. E. Goad Ltd have published a new Education 
Catalogue 1987-88. Goad issue more than 1 000 Shopping 
Centre Plans. These are drawn to a standard scale of 
1:1 056, and cover the areas of towns devoted to retail 
uses. The information includes the name and trade of each 
retailer, street names, one way streets, pedestrian areas, 
service roads and car parks, bus stops, location of banks, 
building societies, hotels and restaurants, early closing 
days, road distance from London and details of new 
developments vacant properties and sites. The plans are 
revised every one or two years. 

In addition to these UK plans, Goad also have 60 
Dutch, 31 French and two Belgian Shopping Centre Plans 
on their list. 

Goad also announce the introduction of digital methods 
to their drawing office "which will mean much improved 
quality, a quicker revision time and the facility to offer all 
plans in outline form". 

Goad Plans Education Catalogue 1987-88 is available 
from Chas. E. Goad Limited, Salisbury Square, Old 
Hatfield, Hertfordshire AL9 5BJ. 

GUY KINGDON FRGS 

Members will have noted with regret the announcement 
in the most recent issue of the Bulletin of the sudden 
death of Guy Kingdon in March. It was a particularly 
savage blow as it came at a time when he appeared to be 
well on the way to recovery, following an operation 
earlier in the year. Those of us who knew him will be well 
aware of the great service he gave to the cartographic 
profession and, in particular, to our Society, having been 
a founder member in 1964. The Society's sound financial 
footing is a continuing tribute to his commitment as 
Treasurer for many years and is an example of the dedica· 
tion he brought to anything in which he was involved. 
This dedication also expressed itself in his chosen 
recreational field, golf, and in earlier years, rugby. 

Guy's entry into the mapping world was typical of its 
time, having entered the Royal Engineers as a trainee 
Ordnance Surveyor in 1941, subsequently serving in the 
UK and several Far East locations, specializing mainly in 
various photogrammetric fields. A period with the 
Directorate of Overseas Surveys then followed, a majo1 
commitment during this period being his contribution 
to the Atlas of Uganda. 

His return to this country saw him joining the erstwhile 
Fairey Surveys followed by a move to the Geography 
Department at Portsmouth Polytechnic in 1965. The 
development there of the Cartographic Unit was directly 
attributable to his foresight and experience and ran parallel 
to his role in teaching on undergraduate courses. His 
enormous contribution to this Department and the Poly
technic generally was recognized in the decision to appoint 
him an Associate of the Polytechnic at this year's 
graduation ceremony and it is fortunate that he knew of 
this although, in the event, the award was posthumous. 

He will be sadly missed both as a companion and a 
colleague, not least for his qualities of integrity and 
loyalty. 

Jack Render 
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ANTIQUARIAN MAP AND PRINT F AffiS 

Every month for the last six years, some fourteen of 
the foremost dealers in antique maps and prints have 
been meeting in the heart of London at the Bonnington 
Hotel, Southampton Row to buy, sell, exchange, value 
and just talk about their stocks of original antique maps 
and prints of all parts of the world. Visitors to this free 
display include scholars, collectors and dealers from all 
over the world. 

Most items are at least 100 years old and it is usually 
possible to see quantities of 16th, 17th and 18th century 
maps and prints as well. 

No charge is made for admission to this fair, and 
browsers are welcome. Antiquarian Map and Print Fairs 
is a non-profit organization devoted to furthering interest 
in maps of all kinds. 

Forthcoming fairs at The BonningtonHotel,Southamp· 
ton Row, London WClB 4BH are on March 13 and 14, 
April11, May 9 and June 20 and 21, 1988. 

Details from: AMPF, 26 Kings Road, Cheltenham 
GL52 6BG. Tel. (0242) 514287. 




