
Introduction
Andrew Dury worked in Dublin with John Rocque from
about 1754, advertizing himself as a map-seller ‘lately
arrived from Paris, but last from London’.4 By 1757, Dury
appears to have been managing Rocque’s shop. In London,
Dury operated from premises ‘at the Indian Queen in
Duke’s Court, St. Martin’s Lane’ and at ‘the Map &
Printshop No.92 under the Royal Exchange Cornhill’
(1768).5 He collaborated with such contemporaries as John
Andrews,6 Peter Bell, William Faden, William Herbert,
Robert Sayer, Carington Bowles, and Thomas Jefferys, and
was obviously prominent in the London map trade. After
John Rocque’s death in January 1762, Dury worked closely
with his widow Mary Ann, probably in partnership.7 This
explains Dury’s access to Rocque’s surveys, maps and
stock after the latter’s death. It made sound commercial
sense to seek a final money-spinning use for the late-
Rocque’s materials and Dury’s easy access to these
resources facilitated the rapid production of the Collection. 

Because Dury was an engraver amongst other skills
and activities, it has sometimes been assumed that the
town plans were ‘finely engraved’ by him.8 However, this
is not the case. A few of the coastal maps bear the
engravers’ signatures of Joseph Ellis and William Palmer.9

The town plans are clearly by a different hand with three of
them signed by John Cheevers,10 who, amongst other
works, engraved the ‘chart of part of the coast of New
South Wales’ (1770) for Captain James Cook’s Voyages
(1773), General William Roy’s Scotland (1774) and Henry
Pelham’s 12-sheet map of Clare (1787). All of Dury’s
town plans appear to have been engraved by Cheevers.

Much has been written about the life and works of
John Rocque, the Huguenot land surveyor, garden designer,
engraver, map-seller and publisher.11 On 7th November
1750, Rocque’s premises ‘next the Rummer, Charing
Cross’ were destroyed by fire12 along with all of his
‘valuable’13 stock. However, working from temporary
premises, ‘with considerable spirit he set about re-

establishing himself in business, even going to Paris to
purchase new stock’.14 By June 1751, Rocque was able to
advertize that he had for sale ‘a great choice of foreign
maps, plans, battles, sieges, &c newly imported, likewise
plans of Nimes and Montpelier’.15 By 1753 he could boast
that his workshop employed 10 foreigners, comprising ‘as
many draughtsmen as engravers’.16

As well as replacing lost stock from suppliers in
Paris, Rocque, obviously, would have sought to build up
supplies of maps and plans published in Britain. Thus, the
‘plates’ of the Quartermaster’s Map ‘came into the
possession of John Rocque who printed them without
alteration in 1752’.17 Similarly, in the case of the Small
British Atlas, ‘it may be that Rocque purchased the plates
on the death or retirement from business of [Thomas] Read,
whose recorded activity ceases in early 1753; doubtless he
was seeking, at this time, to replace stock lost in the fire’.18

It is possible to try to analyse Rocque’s acquisitions using
his catalogues of maps and plans available for sale.19

However, any resulting listing ‘is not necessarily complete;
there are a number of maps and plans which Rocque
advertised for sale which have not been verified as either
original and independent maps and plans or reproductions or
revision of existing works’.20 The catalogues suggest that
Rocque was energetic in acquiring stock from other
mapsellers, particularly high quality surveys. However, it
seems that he usually sold these acquisitions without even
adding his own publisher’s imprint. The only example
found of a British town plan not surveyed by Rocque but
issued with his publishing imprint is Peter Chassereau’s
‘Plan of the City of York’.21 Thus, the ‘Lists of works of
John Rocque, sold by him or by his widow, contain a
number of maps which afford no proof that he or his
employees produced or revised them, for example, plans of
Bury St. Edmunds, Calais, Dunkirk, Geneva, Metz and
Thionville. It can be assumed that these maps were obtained
from agents or were the work of other map-makers which
Rocque merely retailed to the public or had caused to be
reproduced in their entirety in his atelier’.22
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About 1764,1 the surveyor, engraver, printer, publisher and map-seller Andrew Dury published A
Collection of Plans of the Principal Cities of Great Britain and Ireland.2 This pocket atlas consists of 10
maps of the English coast, the Isle of Wight, the coasts of North and South Wales, five maps of the
Scottish coast and islands, four maps of the Irish coast, and 18 plans3 of the ‘principal cities of Great
Britain and Ireland’. The work was ‘designed as a Second Volume’ to Dury’s ‘small Universal Pocket
Atlas’. The town plans are unusual for the period in that they are a compilation of relatively recent, high
quality surveys. Unfortunately, too often this work has been misrepresented in the literature and several
misconceptions need to be corrected.
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After Rocque’s death on 27th January 1762, his
widow Mary Ann carried on his business. Clearly, amongst
those of ‘her late husband’s associates’23 that helped her,
Andrew Dury was the most prominent, probably becoming
her partner. This gave him access to Rocque’s surveys and
stock and he used these to create the Collection of Plans of
the Principal Cities of Great Britain and Ireland. Rocque’s
own town plans had been surveyed by the most advanced
techniques of the day, ‘by trigonometrical observations
from towers and other tall buildings and by checking the
results with instrumental measurements of angles and
distances taken from the ground’.24 In the case of his largest
plans, the commercial Rocque recognized that it was ‘easier
to sell one sheet than four’25 or more and, in the cases of
London, Bristol, and Dublin, had produced reduced versions
which were much easier for Dury to copy. Thus, Dury’s
Collection contained reduced and simplified versions of
Rocque’s own plans of London, ‘the palace gardens & town
of Kensington’, Bristol, Chichester (Fig.1), Cork, Dublin,
Exeter, Lewes, Oxford, and Shrewsbury.

Unfortunately, the impression has frequently been
given that all of the plans in Dury’s Collection had been

derived from Rocque’s own surveys.26 In fact, only 10 of
the 18 town plans in the Collection were based on Rocque’s
work. However, Dury probably had to search no further than
Rocque’s other stock to find the sources for additional town
plans because it seems that Rocque had always tried to sell
the best, most up-to-date material available and had been
assiduous in gathering together high quality plans of towns
that he had not surveyed himself. It appears ‘that the
diversity of his output, coupled with him selling up-to-date
maps produced by continental and English counterparts […]
may have given him an edge over established firms of print
and map-sellers, who relied heavily on re-publishing out -
dated materials’.27 Dury must have been well aware of the
quality of Rocque’s stock and of its potential for creating his
pocket compilation of town plans.

Dury’s plan of York was certainly derived from
Chassereau’s plan28 which had been published by Rocque
in 1750. However, this is the only Dury plan that was
definitely copied from a map known to have been
advertized and sold by Rocque. The plan of Chester
advertized by Rocque from c.1750 was almost certainly
Alexander de Lavaux’s ‘Plan of the City & Castle of
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Figure 1 Dury’s plan of Chichester 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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Chester’ (1745)29 since this was definitely the source of
Dury’s plan. However, when Rocque’s stock of copper
plates was sold in 1771 after his death, there were no plates
of Chester.30 Therefore, either the plates had been sold at
some time before 4th July 1771 or Rocque had only ever
had paper copies of the map.

In the case of Bury St. Edmunds, Rocque advertized a
plan of ‘St. Edmunds Bury’ from 1754.31 However, this
was possibly not the plan copied by Dury. The plan
advertized by Rocque may have been that drawn by Thomas
Warren which was issued in 1747.32 Dury copied the plan
by Alexander Downing which was first published in 1741
by Downing alone and later in 1761 by Rocque, probably
in association with Downing.33

In other intriguing cases, plans offered for sale by
Rocque in his catalogues were not copied by Dury.
Pontefract was advertized by Rocque from c.1750 but not
copied by Dury. This was probably ‘A Plan of Pontefract’
surveyed and drawn by Paul Jollage, published on two
sheets with six inset views in 1742.34 Although this was
still advertised by Rocque c.1761/2,35 it may not have been
available at the time Dury was trawling Rocque’s stock for
sources to copy.36 Similarly, Rocque’s own survey of the
city of Kilkenny (1758) was still available c.1761/2 but
never copied by Dury for the Collection.37

The remaining five plans in Dury’s Collection were
of towns never advertized for sale by Rocque. They may or
may not have been part of Rocque’s stock. The sources for
these plans were:

• London after the great fire: copied from Peter
Fourdrinier, 1744, which had been, in turn, copied
from Henry Hulsbergh, 1721.

• Aberdeen: copied from G. and W. Paterson, 1746.

• Bath: copied from ‘A New and Correct Plan of The
City of Bath and Places Adjacent’, no information
but c.1750–c.1760.

• Boston: copied from ‘Plan of the Borough & Port of
Boston in the County of Lincoln Survey’d in the
Year 1741. By Robert Hall’.

• Edinburgh: copied from ‘A Plan of the City and
Castle of Edinburgh’, by William Edgar, 1742
(Figures 3 and 4 show, respectively, Edgar’s original
plan and Dury’s copy).

Town Plans in Andrew Dury’s Collection
(sheet numbers as per Dury)

(a) Plans roughly copied from Rocque’s own town
surveys without any topographical change:

5. ‘A PLAN OF THE PALACE GARDENS & TOWN OF

KENSINGTON’.

Rocque’s original 1736 plan (Fig.4) is advertized in his
proposals for a map of Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire and
Berkshire from c.1750; ‘where may be had Survey’d and
Publish’d by the same Author […] Kensington 2s 6d […]’.
This plan was still available in proposals of c.1752 and in
catalogues in 1754, 1756, and c.1761/2.38 It was later
offered for sale by Mary Ann Rocque and by Robert
Sayer.39 To the left of Dury’s plan are ‘References’ lettered
A–H; to the right ‘References to the Streets’ numbered
1–11; and below an untitled, numbered key 1–15. No scale.
140 x 112 mm.
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Figure 2 William Edgar’s ‘Plan of the City and Castle of Edinburgh’, 1742 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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Figure 3 Dury’s ‘Plan of the City and Castle of Edinburg’ is a reduced and simplified revision of 

William Edgar’s plan of 1742 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)

Figure 4 Rocque’s plan of the palace gardens and town of Kensington was the source for Dury’s plan 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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6. ‘A PLAN OF THE CITY OF OXFORD’.

Dury’s plan is a much simplified copy of the inset plan of
Oxford40 on ‘A Map of the County of Berks reduced from
an actual survey in 18 sheets, by the late John Rocque,
Topographer to His Majesty 1762’.41 However, Dury’s
copy covers a smaller area than the original, omitting
some suburban areas. Dury’s plan has ‘References to the
Halls’, lettered A–E at lower left, and ‘References to the
Colleges’, numbered 1–20, at upper right. Engraver’s
signature: ‘J. Cheevers sculpt.’ ‘Scale of Yards’ [300]; 138
x 112 mm.

7. ‘PLAN OF LEWES’.

Dury’s plan is a direct copy of the inset plan on Rocque’s
‘A New Map of the County of Sussex’, 1761, which was
probably issued only as a loose map and sold separately.42

‘Perches’ [30]; 130 x 112 mm.

8. ‘PLAN OF THE CITY OF EXETER’.

Dury’s plan is a reduced and simplified version of the ‘Plan
de la Ville et faubourgs D’Exeter, tres Exactement Levé &
dessiné par I. Rocque […]’, 1744.43 It has a reference key,
lettered A–K, below the plan. ‘Scale of ½ Mile’ [½]; ‘Scale
of Feet’ [2000]; 114 x 113 mm.

10. ‘PLAN OF THE CITY OF CHICHESTER’.

Dury’s plan44 is a direct copy of the inset plan on Rocque’s
‘A New Map of the County of Sussex’, 1761, which was
probably issued only as a loose map and sold separately.45

‘Perches’ [40]; 135 x 112 mm.

11. ‘A PLAN OF THE CITY AND SUBURBS OF BRISTOL’.

The Dury plan is a copy of presumably the last issue46 of
Rocque’s reduction of his large-scale survey first published
in 1743;47 ‘A New Plan of the City and Suburbs of Bristol
by J. Roque [sic]. Sold by J. Palmer, Bookseller in Bristol
1759’. To the left of Dury’s plan: ‘References to the
Churches Hall &c’, lettered A–E; to the right: ‘References
to Squres [sic] Streets &c’, numbered 1–27; below:
untitled key to other principal buildings, lettered a-o.
Engraver’s signature: ‘J. Cheevers Sculp’. No scale; 140 x
115 mm.

14. ‘PLAN OF SHREWSBURY’.

Dury’s plan48 (Figure 5) is a very rough copy of Rocque’s
untitled plan of Shrewsbury, 174649 (Figure 6). The views
of the market house, the free school and the castle have
been replaced by a 12-letter reference key to the principal
buildings and locations. The ‘Abbey Foregate’ has been re-
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Figure 5 Dury’s plan of Shrewsbury was a very rough copy of Rocque’s plan of 1746 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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labelled ‘Road to London’. Most other labelling is omitted,
although ‘The Hall’ has been added. ‘Scale of Feet’ [1000];
126 x 100 mm.

21. ‘PLAN OF THE CITY AND SUBURBS OF DUBLIN’.

Dury’s plan was copied from ‘A Pocket Plan of the City
and Suburbs of Dublin by J. Rocque Reduc’d from his
large Plan’, engraved by Patrick Halpin, 1757.50 (Later
edition; 1765). This plan was, in turn, produced from the
data collected to produce ‘An Exact Survey of the City and
Suburbs of Dublin’, 1756.51 Dury’s plan has a numbered
reference key 1–40 and a lettered reference key A–Y of
churches, principal buildings, and locations. ‘A Scale of
British Feet’ [1000]; ‘A Scale of Irish Perches’ [40]; 136 x
116 mm.

22. ‘A PLAN OF THE CITY OF CORK’.

Dury’s plan is reduced from Rocque’s ‘A Survey of the City
and Suburbs of Cork’, 1759. (Later editions: 1771;
1773).52 It has ‘References to Buildings’ numbered 1–8 and
‘References to the Streets’ lettered A–M. ‘A Scale of Feet’
[800]; 128 x 113 mm.

(b) Plan roughly copied from Rocque’s own town
survey with topographical alteration:

3.4. ‘A Plan of the Cities of London & Westminster, and
the Borough of Southwark &c &c’.

The mapping of London was the greatest concern of
the Rocque firm which regularly revised its great maps of
the urban area and its environs.53 Ultimately, all of
Rocque’s plans of London derived their data from the
survey for his map of London, Westminster and
Southwark, at the scale of 26 inches to one mile, which
first appeared in 1745. However, the most likely source for
Dury’s plan is Rocque’s ‘Plan of London on the same scale
as that of Paris’, first published in 1754 at the much more
manageable scale of 1¼ inches to the mile.54 There was
much consolidation of building’s blocks to simplify the
map further.

The index of plans in the Collection is specific on
the date of Dury’s London plan, i.e., ‘London as it is this
present year, 1764’. It is this that dates the atlas to c.1764
and should date the source for Dury’s plan. Rocque’s ‘Plan
of London on the same scale as that of Paris’ appears to be
the only one of his London plans to be issued with
improvements to 1764 added55 and, therefore, this version
of the map was, presumably, Dury’s source.
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Figure 6 Rocque’s plan of Shrewsbury, 1746 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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However, Dury’s plan shows a more advanced and
definite (yet mythical) development, with ‘Queen Ann’s
Square’ actually labelled, than does Rocque’s plan even
when it was further updated to show ‘new improvements to
the year 1766’56 and, even later, ‘improvements to 1769’57

where projected development was shown in unlabelled
sketchy outline only. Specifically, Dury tries to show and
anticipate developments that were underway in
Marylebone, north of Oxford Street, including the projected
‘Queen Ann’s Square’, with its diagonal northward
connections of Marylebone Place (alternatively named
Hampstead Place) and Portland Place (Highgate Place). It
seems that there was considerable confusion among
commentators at the time concerning the progress of new
development in the area. In 1773, John Noorthouck
reported that ‘northward of Cavendish-square toward
Marybone, a new square is now completing, called Queen-
Anne Square’.58 This square was part of John Prince’s
plans for the area of 1719 but it was never built because
Lord Foley had reached a settlement with the Countess of
Oxford which prevented the granting of building leases to
the north of his vast house that would obstruct his view.
This is the reason why Portland Place, which was
eventually developed by Robert and James Adam c.1778 to

the north of Foley House, was so wide. Thus, ‘this design
[…] was abandoned, and Portland Place built’.59 However,
contemporary map-makers, as so often, generally ignored
what was actually happening on the ground in favour of
what was projected and anticipated development by
portraying a completed Queen Anne’s Square60 and
surrounding area. The Marylebone Basin, a large reservoir
drained only between 1764–6 to facilitate development,
appears on virtually no maps from 1763 onwards. Rocque’s
plan with improvements to 1764 shows the layout of the
projected development only, whereas Dury’s plan presents
the development as completed, as did so many other
contemporary maps.61 Portrayal of the Queen Anne’s
Square development seems to have started on London plans
about 1764, and so Dury may well have been one of the
first map-makers to show this incorrect version of current
development.62 Thus, Dury’s plan is no straightforward
copy of Rocque.

Dury’s plan63 has, at left, numbered ‘References to
Streets &c’ 1–37, ‘References to Building’s &c’ A–Q, and,
at right, ‘References to streets &c’ 1–50, and ‘References to
buildings &c’ A–F. Engraver’s signature: ‘J.C. Scpt’. ‘A
Scale of one Mile’ [8]; 254 x 112 mm.
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Figure 7 ‘A Plan of the City of York survey’d by Peter Chassereau’ was the source for Dury’s plan 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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(c) Plan derived from source map certainly sold by
Rocque:

15. ‘PLAN OF THE CITY OF YORK’.

In the proposals for Rocque’s map of Oxfordshire,
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire, c.1750, works,
supposedly ‘survey’d and publish’d by the same Author’
included a plan of York at 2s 6d. The 1754 and 1756
catalogues offered a ‘plan of York’, and the c.1761/2
catalogue ‘a plan of York, with Views’ at 2s 6d. This was,
in fact, ‘A Plan of the City of York survey’d by Peter
Chassereau’64 (Figure 7). Dury’s plan is a copy of
Chassereau’s map, with numbered ‘References’, 1–45, of
the principal buildings and locations. ‘Scale of Feet’ [-];
138 x 100 mm.

(d) Plan derived from source almost certainly sold
by Rocque:

16. ‘PLAN OF THE CITY & CASTLE OF CHESTER’.

The proposals for Rocque’s map of Oxfordshire,
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire, issued from c.1750,
advertized ‘survey’d and publish’d by the same Author […]
Chester 10s 6d […]’. By the catalogue of c.1761/2, the
price had reduced to 5s, as was the case with other older

maps. The map almost certainly being offered for sale was
Alexander de Lavaux’s plan which appeared in 1745. This
is the plan copied by Dury, with a lettered reference A–H
below. ‘¼ of a Mile’ [-]; 137 x 105 mm.

(e) Plans derived from sources not known to be
offered for sale by Rocque:
1.2. ‘A Plan of the City of London: after the great fire in
the year 1666 with the model of the new city according to
the design & proposals of S. Christopher Wren […] for
rebuilding thereof approved by the King’.

In the catalogue of c.1761/2, the ‘list of the works of
John Rocque’ notes ‘plan of London […] after the Fire, as
it was designed by Sir Christopher Wren, with Views
before and after the Fire […]’.65 However, this was not
Dury’s source. Dury’s plan was, in fact, copied from that
engraved by Peter Fourdrinier in 1744.66 ‘This Plate is
exactly copied from a Very Scarce Print in the Possession
of the Earl of Pembroke’, i.e. the plan produced by Henry
Hulsbergh in 1721 for Thomas, Earl of Pembroke.67

Fourdrinier retains the dedication to the Earl, dating it
1724!68 Dury’s plan has the same ‘Explanation of the Plan’
as Fourdrinier’s, to the right and left of the map. ‘A scale
of yards’ [800]; 220 x 112 mm.
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Figure 8 Dury’s plan of Old and New Aberdeen 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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12. ‘A PLAN OF THE CITY AND SUBURBS OF BATH’.

Dury’s plan is a copy of ‘A New and Correct Plan of the
City of Bath and Places adjacent’, produced c.1750-
c.1760.69 Dury’s plan has lettered references A–D at lower
right and E–Z below the plan. ‘Scale of Yards’ [200]; 135
x 112 mm.

13. ‘A PLAN OF BURY ST. EDMUNDS, IN THE COUNTY OF

SUFFOLK’.

Dury’s plan is copied from Alexander Downing’s ‘New &
Accurate Plan of the Antient Borough of Bury St.
Edmunds’, engraved by Toms, dated 1740 and first
published in 1741.70 Dury’s plan has a lettered reference
key A–L at lower left and M–W at lower right. ‘Scale of ¼
of a Mile’ [20]; 128 x 102 mm.

17. ‘A PLAN OF BOSTON IN THE COUNTY OF LINCOLN’.

Dury’s plan is copied from a ‘Plan of the Borough & Port
of Boston in the County of Lincoln Survey’d in the Year
1741. By Robert Hall’.71 Dury’s plan has numbered
references 1–17. ‘A Scale of Chains’ [20]; 135 x 108 mm.

18. ‘A PLAN OF OLD AND NEW ABERDEEN’.

Dury’s plan72 (Fig.8) is a copy of ‘A Survey of Old and
New Aberdeen, with the adjacent country between the
Rivers Dee and Don by G. And W. Paterson’, 174673

(Figure 9). ‘A Scale of one Mile’ [1]; 133 x 107 mm.

19.20. ‘A PLAN OF THE CITY AND CASTLE OF EDINBURG’.

Dury’s plan is a reduced and simplified copy of William
Edgar’s ‘Plan of the City and Castle of Edinburgh’, 1742.74

It has reference keys lettered A–N and numbered 1–56 of
the principal locations. ‘Scale of Feet’ [1000]; 185 x 110
mm.
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Figure 9 Dury copied his plan of Aberdeen from ‘A Survey of Old and New Aberdeen, with the adjacent country between the

Rivers Dee and Don by G. And W. Paterson’, 1746 

(Courtesy of Ashley Baynton-Williams)
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Conclusion
Thus, an analysis of Dury’s charming but seemingly
insignificant pocket Collection reveals the previously
unknown sources of all of the plans. However, beyond
that, the analysis sheds light on the working practices of
the eighteenth century map trade. It seems that when
Rocque re-stocked after his disastrous fire, he tried to bring
together the most up-to-date, quality plans available to be
sold alongside his own high-class surveys. The identity of
some of the plans which Rocque offered for sale can be
inferred from a comparison of his proposals and catalogues
with Dury’s plans which were copied from Rocque’s stock.
Similarly, Dury’s plans of other towns suggest plans
which may have been in Rocque’s stock but which did not
appear in those proposals and catalogues known to us.

When Dury came to copy plans from Rocque’s stock
for his Collection, he was able to draw on the best, most
up-to-date materials available. Perhaps he filled gaps in the
coverage offered by Rocque’s stock by copying other plans
of equivalent quality. In one case, Dury showed his
willingness to go beyond mere plagiarism by trying to
incorporate projected development (which, in the event,
never materialized!).

Therefore, surprisingly, Dury’s Collection represents
a miniaturized assemblage of the latest and best plans of
the towns covered available in c.1764. As such, it provides
a useful and easily studied tool for the comparison of
contemporary urban development which has so far been
ignored.
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“Rocque’s proposals” Map Forum May Available at
http://www.mapforum.com/05/may.htm; Davies, A.
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(1987) The Map of London from 1746 to the Present
Day London: Batsford; Laxton, P. (2004) “John
Rocque” (entry) Oxford Dictionary of National
Biography Oxford: Oxford University Press; Phillips,
H. (1952) “John Rocque’s Career” London
Topographical Record 20 (85) (reprinted 1953); Scott,
V. (ed.) (2004) Tooley’s Dictionary of Mapmakers:
Q–Z (Revised Edition) Riverside: Early World Press;
Varley. J. (1948) “John Rocque: Engraver, Surveyor,
Cartographer and Map-seller” Imago Mundi 5; Worms
& Baynton-Williams (2011), op. cit.

12 For a full description of the fire, see Baynton-
Williams (1999), op cit. For general discussion of the
effects of fire on the map trade, see Smith, D. (1985)
“‘Most horrid, malicious, bloody flame’: A study of
the effects of fire on the map trade” Map Collector 33.

13 Laxton, P. (1973) John Rocque’s Map of Berkshire,
1761 (Introduction) Lympne: H. Margary.

14 Howgego, J. (1971) ‘An Exact Survey of the City’s of
London Westminster ye Borough of Southwark and
the Country near 10 Miles Round London’ by John
Rocque & ‘A Plan of the Cities of London and
Westminster and Borough of Southwark with the
Contiguous Buildings from an Actual Survey’ by
John Rocque (Introductory notes) Lympne: H.
Margary.

15 London Daily Advertiser, 18th June 1751, quoted in
Baynton-Williams (1999), op. cit.

16 Letter to his nephew, quoted in Varley (1948), op. cit.
and elsewhere.

17 Rocque’s catalogues advertize: ‘The Quarter-master
Maps of Cromwell’s Map of England, in 6 sheets
being the best extant’ (1754); ‘The Quarter master
Maps, or Cromwell’s Map of England, in 6 sheets
being the latest extant’ (1756); and ‘The Quarter-
Master’s, or Cromwel’s Map of England, in 6 sheets;
this Map is allowed to be the best and fullest of any
yet published’ (c.1761/2). Fordham, Sir H.G. (1929)
Some Notable Surveyors & Map-Makers of the
Sixteenth, Seventeenth & Eighteenth Centuries and
their Work: A Study in the History of Cartography
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. When
Rocque’s copper plates were sold at auction in 1771
after his death, the six plates of ‘the quarter master’s;
or Cromwell’s map of England’ still formed part of
his stock. See Bastin (1771) A Catalogue of the
Genuine and Valuable Collection of Copper Plates of
the Ingenious Mr. John Rocque Late Topographer to
his Majestey: which will be sold by auction, by Mr.
Bastin at his Great Room in Exeter Change in the
Strand, on Thursday the 4th of this instant July 1771
(City of London, Guildhall Library. Closed Access.
Fo pam 5286. Reference.).

18 Hodson, D. (1989) County Atlases of the British Isles
Published After 1703 – Vol.II: Atlases Published 1743
to 1763 and Their Subsequent Editions Tewin: The

Tewin Press. Rocque’s catalogues reveal other maps
and plans bought in and offered for sale, including
‘London before the Fire, by Holor’, and later, ‘Plan of
London before the great Fire 1666, by Hollar’.

19 See Baynton-Williams (1999) “Rocque’s Proposals”,
op. cit., for transcriptions of proposals and catalogues
of 1754 and c.1761/2 listing available stock.

20 Varley (1948), op. cit. contains ‘A List of Works of
John Rocque’.

21 ‘Publish’d according to Act of Parliament by J.
Rocque at Charing Cross 1750’. It was later reissued
‘with improvement to y.e. year 1766’ with the
imprint ‘publish’d according to Act of Parliament by
M.A. Rocque near old Round Court Strand & W.
Tesseyman Bookseller at York’. The plates were still
in Rocque’s stock when it was auctioned in 1771 after
his death. The York plates were offered as a job lot
with those of ‘St. Edmondsbury’. See: Bastin (1771),
op. cit.

22 Varley (1948), op. cit.

23 Laxton (2004), op. cit. 

24 Elliot (1987), op. cit.

25 Andrews, J. H. (1988) An Exact Survey of the City
and Suburbs of Dublin, 1756 (Notes to the enlarged
facsimile) Dublin: Phoenix Maps.

26 See, for example, Fordham (1965), op. cit.: ‘taken
from the surveys of John Rocque’; Elliot (1987), op.
cit.: ‘most of these were copied from Rocque’; King,
G. (1996) Miniature Antique Maps Tring: Map
Collector Publications: ‘based on the surveys of John
Rocque’; Pritchard (1928), op. cit. Even the Copac
Academic and National Library Catalogue
(http://www.copac.ac.uk) wrongly attributes Dury’s
plans of Aberdeen, Bath, Boston, Bury St. Edmunds,
Chester, Edinburgh, London after the fire, and York to
Rocque rather than the true source. Rocque’s own
proposals and catalogues add to the confusion since,
on occasion, he appears to claim authorship of the
work of others and advertize it as his own, e.g.
‘survey’d and publish’d by the […] Author’ in the case
of Chassereau’s York and, probably, De Lavaux’s
Chester, and in lists ‘of the works of John Rocque’:
Fourdrinier’s ‘Plan of London […] after the Fire’,
Chassereau’s York, Thomas Read’s British Atlas, and,
probably, Warren’s St. Edmunds Bury and De Lavaux’s
Chester. In reality, of course, Rocque was probably
simply noting himself ambiguously as publisher
rather than author. 

27 Baynton-Williams (1999), op. cit.

28 Illustrated and discussed in Murray, H. (1997)
Scarborough, York and Leeds: The Town Plans of
John Cossins 1697–1743 York: York Architectural and
York Archaeological Society.

29 ‘Plan of the City & Castle of Chester Survey’d and
Drawn by Alexander De Lavaux Engineer 1745’. For

SoC BULLETIN Vol 45 47

SOC Bulletin (Vol 45)_SOC Bulletin  22/05/2012  09:45  Page 47



some discussion of this map, see Smith, D. (1988)
Maps and Plans for the Local Historian and Collector
London: Batsford.

30 Bastin (1771), op. cit.

31 The plates of ‘St. Edmundsbury’ were sold as a job lot
with the plates of Chassereau’s York at auction in
1771. See Bastin (1771), op. cit.

32 ‘To the Right Worshipful the Alderman, Recorder,
Capital Burgesses […] this Survey of the Borough of
St. Edmund’s Bury […] is […] dedicated […] by Thos.
Warren. Engraved by R. Collins. 1747.’

33 ‘A New and Accurate Plan of the Ancient Borough of
Bury Saint Edmunds in the County of Suffolk by
Alexander Downing. 1740. Published by the
Proprietor Alexander Downing, April 24th. 1741. &
sold by Sam. Watson, book seller at Bury, and W.H.
Toms, engraver in Union Court near Hatton Garden,
Holborn.’ See Clive A. Burden Ltd. (2010) Catalogue
VI: Rare Cartography Item 40.

34 ‘Engrav’d by John Pine’. ‘Survey’d and Drawn by Paul
Jollage 1742’. No publisher’s imprint. Rocque’s long
relationship with John Pine increases the likelihood
that this was the plan of Pontefract in his stock.

35 Rocque advertized a plan of Pontefract c.1750 at 7s 6d,
in his 1754 and 1756 catalogues at 10s 6d, and
c.1761/2 ‘Pontefract, two sheets, 0 10 6’.

36 No plates of Pontefract were offered for sale in the
1771 auction. See Bastin (1771), op. cit.

37 ‘A Survey of the City of Kilkenny by John Rocque,
corrographer to his Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales. G. Byrne, sculpt.’ 1758. Advertized at 2s 6d in
the catalogue of c.1761/2. The plates of the Kilkenny
plan were offered for auction in 1771.

38 See Baynton-Williams (1999) “Rocque’s Proposals”,
op. cit. and for all further proposal and 1754 and
c.1761/2 catalogue notes.

39 However, ‘plans of Kensington Gardens, Richmond
Gardens, and Wilton, 3 plates’ were auctioned in 1771.
See Bastin (1771), op. cit.

40 For a description of the inset plan of Oxford, see
Smith, D. (1992) “Inset town plans on large-scale
maps of Great Britain” The Cartographic Journal 29
(2).

41 ‘Published according to Act of Parliament by Mary
Ann Rocque near Old Round Court in the Strand’. Re-
issued 1764. Rodger, E.M. (1972) The Large Scale
County Maps of the British Isles 1596–1850: A
Union List Oxford: The Bodleian Library (see Nos. 13
and 14). For discussion of the preparation of this map,
see Laxton, P. (1973) A Topographical Map of the
County of Berks (Introduction) Lympne: H. Margary.
‘A survey of the county of Berkshire, 18 plates, with
120 indexes; Ditto reduced in one sheet’ were offered
for sale in the auction of Rocque’s copper plates in
1771. See Bastin (1771), op. cit.

42 Kingsley, D. (1982) “Printed Maps of Sussex
1575–1900” Sussex Record Society 72 (41). ‘A map
of the county of Sussex’ was offered for sale in the
auction of Rocque’s copper plates in 1771. See Bastin
(1771), op. cit.

43 ‘A plan of Exeter’ was offered for sale at the auction of
Rocque’s copper plates in 1771. See Bastin (1771),
op. cit.

44 Illustrated and described in Butler, D.J. (1972) The
Town Plans of Chichester 1595–1898 Chichester:
West Sussex County Council; in Elliot, J. (1986) The
City in Maps: Urban Mapping to 1900: British
Library exhibition notes London: The British Library;
and in Elliot (1987), op. cit. 

45 Kingsley (1982), op. cit., No.41.

46 The reduction was first published in 1750. A second
‘very rare issue’ (Pritchard, 1928, op. cit.) appeared in
1751 published ‘for B. Hickey, Bookseller in Bristol’,
with minor changes to the plate including the addition
of Richard Benning’s engraver’s signature. The only
apparent change in topographical detail was the
replacement of ‘Presbyterian Hospital’ by ‘Dissenting
Charity School’. The 1751 issue recorded by Pritchard
is not noted in Baynton-Williams’ catalogue of
Rocque’s engraved works.

47 ‘A plan of the city of Bristol survey’d and drawn by
John Rocque. Engrav’d by John Pine, […] Publish’d
March 1743, according to Act of Parliament and sold
by the proprietor Benjamin Hickey bookseller in
Bristol; J. Leake, bookseller in Bath; J. Pine, engraver
in Old Bond Street, and the printsellers in London &
J. Rocque Surveyor in High Park Road’.

48 Illustrated in: Hindle, B. P. (1988) Maps for Local
History London: Batsford; King (1996), op. cit.

49 ‘This Plan of Shrewsbury is most humbly inscrib’d
by his Lordship’s most humble & devoted Servant J.
Rocque. R. Parr sculp. Published by J. Rocque
according to an Act of Parliament 1746’. Not offered
for sale at the auction of Rocque’s copper plates in
1771. See Bastin (1771), op. cit.

50 See the enlarged facsimile published by Phoenix
Maps, Dublin (1988) with notes by J.H. Andrews (op.
cit.). Also produced in facsimile for the Tenth
International Conference on the History of
Cartography, Dublin, 1983.

51 For discussion of this map, see the ‘Introduction’ by
J.H. Andrews to The A to Z of Georgian Dublin,
edited and indexed by Paul Ferguson (1998), published
by H. Margary, Lympne. ‘A survey of the city of
Dublin, 4 plates; Ditto reduced to one sheet’ were
offered for sale at the auction of Rocque’s copper
plates in 1771. See Bastin (1771), op. cit.

52 ‘A plan of the city of Cork, alter’d and corrected to the
year 1771’. Offered for sale in the auction of Rocque’s
copper plates in 1771. See Bastin (1771), op. cit.
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53 See: Howgego, J. (1978) Printed Maps of London
circa 1553–1850 (2nd ed.) Folkestone: William
Dawson. See Nos. 94, 96, 98, 100, 101, 103, 105a,
and 120.

54 Howgego (1978), op. cit., No. 101.

55 Howgego (1978), op. cit., No. 101 (2a).

56 Howgego (1978), op. cit., No. 101 (3).

57 Howgego (1978), op. cit., No. 101 (4).

58 Noorthouck, J. (1773) A New History of London:
Including Westminster and Southwark London: P.
Baldwin.

59 Thornbury, W. & Walford, E. (1873–8) Old and New
London London: Cassell, Petter & Galpin. For
discussion of development in the area, see Brandon, D.
& Brooke, A. (2007) Marylebone & Tyburn Past
London: Historical Publications.

60 Alternatively titled ‘Bentinck Square’ after William
Bentinck, 2nd Duke of Portland, on whose estate it
lies.

61 The majority of London plans published between
1765 and 1775 show a completed Queen Anne’s
Square. See, for example:

‘An improved plan of the cities of London and
Westminster, and Borough of Southwark, including
the new buildings, roads &c to the present year
1765’, T. Kitchin; Howgego (1978), op. cit.,
No.135.

‘A new & correct plan of the cities of London,
Westminster, & the Borough of Southwark, with
the new buildings to this present year’, Ryland &
Bryer, c.1765; Howgego (1978), op. cit., No.137.

‘A new and accurate plan of the cities of London and
Westminster and Borough of Southwark, with the
new roads & new buildings, &c to the year 1765’,
C. Dicey, 1765; Howgego (1978), op. cit., No.133.

‘A new and correct plan of the cities and suburbs of
London & Westminster & Borough of Southwark
with the country adjacent, the new buildings, roads
&c to the year 1766’, J. Gibson, 1766; Howgego
(1978), op. cit., No.123b (2).

‘The London guide, or a pocket plan of the cities of
London & Westminster, & Borough of Southwark,
with the new buildings, &c to the year 1767’, J.
Ellis, 1767; Howgego (1978), op. cit., No.141.

‘A new plan of London Westminster and Southwark
engraved for Noorthouck’s History of London’,
1772; Howgego (1978), op. cit., No.157.

‘A pocket plan of the cities of London &
Westminster, & Borough of Southwark, including
everything remarkable to the present year 1773’, T.
Kitchin; Howgego (1978), op. cit., No.159.

A minority of maps correctly omitted Queen Anne’s
Square. See, for example:

‘A pocket map of London, Westminster and
Southwark with ye new building’s to ye year 1760’,
H. Overton; Howgego (1978), op. cit., No.113a.

‘[…] to ye year 1764’; Howgego (1978), op. cit.,
No.125. 

‘A new and exact plan of the cities of London &
Westminster and the Borough of Southwark’, J.
Bowles, 1764; Howgego (1978), op. cit., No.128.

Inevitably, there were a few maps which were
totally out of date. See for example:

‘A new and accurate plan of the City of
Westminster, the Dutchy of Lancaster and places
adjacent’, B. Cole, 1775; not in Howgego (1978),
op. cit.

62 Thus, there are various possibilities for the creation of
Dury’s plans:

(i) He copied a version of John Prince’s 1719 plan
for development which he found among Rocque’s
materials or which he acquired elsewhere. 

(ii) He copied an unidentified incorrect source map
(which might have been published or not) not by
Rocque, perhaps found among Rocque’s materials or
acquired elsewhere. 

Probably the favourite candidate for source map of
new development is Thomas Jefferys’ ‘A new plan
of the City and Liberty of Westminster […] the
City of London and Borough of Southwark,
exhibiting all the new streets, roads, &c. not extant
in any other plan’, first published in 1762 and
updated in 1763 and 1766 (Howgego [1978], op.
cit., No. 122. Unfortunately, the 1762 edition listed
by Howgego cannot now be traced). This map
concentrated, particularly, on new development,
showing new roads in ‘light brown’ and ‘new
buildings not finished & streets intended […]
coloured with a feint yellow’. Development around
Queen Anne’s Square and to the north and west was
shown only as intended and unfinished. 

Around the time of the publication of the
Collection, Dury and Jefferys operated business
premises which were very close together,
respectively ‘in Duke’s Court, St. Martin’s Lane’,
which was very near the junction of St. Martin’s
Lane and the Strand, and at 5 Charing Cross which
was on the north side of the Strand, four doors from
‘the corner of St. Martin’s Lane’ (see Harley, J. B.
[1966] “The bankruptcy of Thomas Jefferys: An
episode in the economic history of eighteenth
century map-making” Imago Mundi 20). 

There is evidence that Dury and Jefferys collaborated
together. For example, Dury published Jefferys’
maps of Oxfordshire (1767), Buckinghamshire
(1770), and Yorkshire (1771–75). Similarly, maps
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initially published by Dury were re-issued by
Jefferys, or his post-bankruptcy partner Robert
Sayer, or, later, his partner and successor William
Faden. Thus, Andrews & Dury’s Hertfordshire
(1777) was re-issued by Faden in 1777 and 1782;
Andrews, Dury & Herbert’s Kent (1769) was
reissued by Sayer & Bennett in 1779; Andrews &
Dury’s Surrey (1777) was published by Andrews and
Dury but sold by both Dury and Faden; and Andrews
& Dury’s Wiltshire was re-issued by Faden in 1810.
Clearly, Dury had some sort of long-standing
relationship with the Jefferys’ firm even after the
latter’s death in 1771. Dury published Jefferys’
large-scale county maps and Jefferys’ firm re-issued
Dury’s large-scale maps. Dury was, probably, one of
Jefferys’ ‘friends who have been compassionate
enough to re-instate me in my shop’ after his
bankruptcy (for full discussion, see Harley 1966,
op. cit.). Therefore, it is likely that Dury would
have been in close contact with Jefferys as early as
1763/64; would have been aware of Jefferys’ London
plan (1762) and its updating; and would have taken
the opportunity to incorporate Jefferys’ up-to-date
material into his version of Rocque’s survey.

63 In the auction of Rocque’s copper plates in 1771, only
‘An exact survey of the city of London, and ten miles
round, 16 plates; Ditto, reduced in 4 plates; Ditto,
reduced in one plate’ of his London maps were
available for sale.

64 ‘Publish’d according to Act of Parliament by J.
Rocque at Charing Cross 1750’.

It was later issued ‘with improvement to y.e. year
1766’ with the imprint ‘publish’d according to Act
of Parliament by M.A. Rocque near old Round
Court Strand & W. Tesseyman Bookseller at York’.

65 The work advertized was: ‘Vues de la Ville de Londres
Comme il etoit devant & apres L’Incendie de 1666.
Avec Le Plan pour la rebâtir. Projette par ce grand
Architects le Chevalier Christophle Wren, & aprouvè
par le Roi & Parlement; mais malheureusement rejettè
par Faction. Publiè par Jean Rocque, Chorographe de
Son Altesse Royalle le Prince de Galles 1758’. 

The ‘plan for rebuilding the city after the fire
design’d by that great architect Sr. Chistophr Wren
and approv’d of by King and Parliament but
unhappily defeated by faction’ is a copy of the
similarly titled plan ‘published October 3rd 1749
and sold by the Proprietors at Palladio’s Head in
Long Acre’. 

The views: ‘A prospect of the City of London from
St. Marie overs Steeple in Southwark in its
flourishing condition before the fire’ and ‘Another
prospect of the above city taken from the same

place as it appeared after that dreadfull fire in 1666’
are copies of Wenceslaus Hollar’s great prospects
(illustrated in van Eerde, K.S. (1970) Wenceslaus
Hollar: Delineator of His Time Charlottesville:
University Press of Virginia; Parker, M. St J.
(1998) Sir Christopher Wren Salisbury: Wessex
Books; ‘A plan of London before the fire in 1666
and another as designed by Christopher Wren, with
views, 2 plates’ was offered for sale at the auction of
Rocque’s copper plates in 1771. See Bastin (1771),
op. cit.

66 ‘A plan of the City of London, after the great fire in
the year of our Lord 1666, with the modell of the new
city according to the design, and proposal of Sr

Christopher Wren Kt. &c for rebuilding thereof
approv’d by ye King […] ex autographo architecti regi
oblate 1666 […] P. Fourdrinier sculpsit Craggs Court
Charing-cross’, 1744.

67 ‘Plan of the city of London after the great fire in the
year of our Lord 1666, with the modell of the new
city according to the design and proposal of Sir
Christopher Wren, Knt, etc. for rebuilding thereof. Ex
autographo architecti.’ H. Hulsbergh, 1721.

68 This appears to be a misreading of Hulsbergh’s
‘1721’.

69 Dating of examples taken from the British Library
Map catalogue. Unfortunately, plans have no details of
publisher, engraver, or date. Baynton-Williams (1999),
op. cit., inadvertently states that ‘Rocque published a
four-sheet plan of Bath (1743) in association with a
local bookseller Benjamin Hickey who may have
commissioned the survey’. In fact, Baynton -Williams
is referring to Rocque’s plan of Bristol. Not offered for
sale among Rocque’s copper plates in 1771.

70 Clive A. Burden Ltd. (2010), op. cit. Later states bear
the imprint of Rocque and Downing, dated 1761.
Possibly offered for sale among Rocque’s copper
plates in 1771.

71 ‘Publish’d April 10th 1742 by the Proprietor Will.m

Nichols, and Sold by Thos Grounds at the White Hart
Boston. Price 3 shill.’ Not offered for sale among
Rocque’s copper plates in 1771.

72 Illustrated in Smith, D. (1982) Antique Maps of the
British Isles London: Batsford.

73 For discussion of the origins of this map, see Smith,
D. (2007) “The military mapping of British Towns;
Part VIII: Scotland, c.1603–c.1815” manuscript on
deposit at the British Library, Map Library, Maps.
235.b.83. Not offered for sale among Rocque’s copper
plates in 1771.

74 Not offered for sale among Rocque’s copper plates in
1771.
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