
Editorial

Cartography is dynamic. Maps have the versatility to respond to the changing world and can affect the way we see and
feel about places and people far beyond our direct experience. Their language is clear, their message immediate, and their
capacity to change attitudes uniquely powerful. Despite these grandiose claims – as no doubt the many thousands of
enchanted visitors to the many superb map exhibitions this year would have been able to state for themselves – with the
recent heavy cuts in cartographic departments and companies across the United Kingdom it is sometimes very difficult
to believe in the value of cartography, particularly when practising cartographers do not themselves appear to be valued.
While it is not hard to see that maps matter, it has perhaps become too easy to ignore their makers. The way that maps
are made will always change; new technologies will come and go, cartographic standards will wax and wane, and
imperatives will rise and fall. But without map-makers, there would be no maps. 

As members of the Society of Cartographers, we should encourage each other to make the most of opportunities to
learn and to share new expertise, especially in wielding the language of cartography. Two recent examples in which
members of the Society have been actively engaged are contributing to the series of Better Mapping II seminars (hosted
by the Association for Geographical Information and run by the British Cartographic Society) and developing the
cartographic toolkit for the OpenStreetMap community. I have no doubt that appreciation of the value of both map-
makers and their maps has been widened as a result. By sharing our knowledge and experience of cartography, therefore,
we can help others and also ourselves by strengthening our field. 

With a view to pursuing this aim, several papers in this Volume of the Bulletin are derived from the stimulating
programme of the Society’s Annual Summer School held at the University of Manchester in September. I am most
grateful to the presenters for turning their contributions around so swiftly. These join a number of articles from other
authors to provide coverage of a wide range of topics, from mapping Irish genealogies to practising schizocartography.

Opening the batting, Ken Field, editor of The Cartographic Journal, has co-written a paper with Linda Beale on the
design and production of a map using GIS to illustrate the distribution of Irish surnames. The authors explain the
innovative techniques employed behind this award-winning map and it is exactly the sort of paper I would like to see
more members publish in the Bulletin. Following this is an excellent article by Anne-Louise Fryers and Nick Gould on
the innovative suite of cycle mapping projects delivered by the Association of Greater Manchester Authorities over the
last five years. 

These are complemented by the next three papers, each of which introduces a specific case of counter mapping. In
the first, Loreto Saavedra Sánchez describes the re-territorialization of Barcelona through a community mapping website
called ‘BdeBarna’ and provides an inspiring example of how new cartographies are shaping the way in which people are
re-thinking the everyday experience of their city. Tina Richardson then introduces us to ‘schizocartography’ in a thought-
provoking paper that challenges the familiar methods of cartographic production and is illustrated by her Guide
Psychogeographique de University of Leeds. I am reasonably confident that the next article, by Naomi Hurrell, Emma
Kerry, and Helen Parsons (all very recent Geography alumni of the University of Manchester), offers something never
seen before in the Bulletin: an embodied map (albeit one of part of Platt Fields Park, Manchester), together with an
exceptionally interesting account of its making and performing. 

One year on after a devastating earthquake struck Haiti, the following paper offers some observations on the
experience of assisting the relief effort as part of a global initiative to provide damage assessment using remotely-sensed
imagery. As the user base of OpenStreetMap develops, Oliver O’Brien’s timely article then considers the quality and
completeness of its coverage of Great Britain. In the final paper, David Smith brings together some interesting
conclusions resulting from his extensive research on the military mapping of British towns.

As always, the production of this Volume of the Bulletin has relied on the dedication of many. Gary Haley has again
excelled in his demonstration of professionalism and patience while designing the Bulletin’s layout and I am very
thankful for his input. Bob Parry has coordinated and edited a bumper crop of reviews of the latest titles in cartography
once more, for which I am extremely grateful. Bob’s willingness to continue (and excel) in the role, despite his repeated
requests that someone else should take this on, is admirable. If you are interested, please get in touch
(BulletinEditor@soc.org.uk). My thanks also go to Rich Perkins, who, with his compilation of the Events and Computers
in Cartography sections, has finally allowed Steve Chilton to earn his well-deserved break from the Bulletin. Culverlands
Press of Winchester have again mastered the printing and distribution and I am very grateful to them for their continuing
commitment to quality. 
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Bulletin Editor
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