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Editorial
Over 70 international delegates, including Prof. William Cartwright, President of
the International Cartographic Association (ICA), attended the Society’s 45th
Annual Summer School at the University of Southampton in September. Steve
Chilton and Mike Shand compiled a thoroughly enjoyable programme of
workshops and talks, which was crowned by a keynote address by Vanessa
Lawrence. The Summer School would not have been a success without the full
support of the SoC Committee and I extend my sincere thanks to everyone
involved, especially to Heather Browning for her expert advice and assistance, and
to all the delegates who took part.

So I am delighted that several Summer School presenters have agreed to turn
their contributions into articles for The Bulletin and am very grateful to them for
their hard work. These include William Holmes and Helen Balmforth, whose
excellent paper explains new approaches in the UK’s Health and Safety
Laboratory to mapping populations at risk; Iman Hamid, who with her colleagues
at the University of Plymouth offers a wonderfully illustrated paper on the use of
chromo-stereoscopy for the visualization of 3D environments; and Andrew
Smithers, who offers a fresh and fascinating insight into the cartography of
modern rail networks. Steve Chilton provides a lively personal account of events
leading up to and including his first ICA conference, ICC2009 Santiago, Chile,
while a substantial survey of UK news media maps is the focus for the following
paper by Peter Vujakovic. Jeremy Black concludes this series of papers by
highlighting a critical response to the cartographic representation of history,
raising a pertinent issue that is documented far too rarely in our field.  

Complementing these articles are the usual three sections that keep another
of The Bulletin’s fingers on the pulse and I am especially grateful to Steve Chilton
and Bob Parry for their continual hard work in compiling them. Gary Haley has
once again crafted the layout with his usual blend of superb professionalism and
patience and I thank Mike Murphy of University College Cork for supplying some
images from his Wallis Award-winning atlas for the cover. The particularly long
delay in this Volume’s arrival is purely my doing; organizing a wedding, I have
discovered, is not as straightforward as I imagined (particularly when also moving
house and countering the threat of redundancy) and I apologize for the extended
wait. 

As I write, the future of Ordnance Survey and its data is under review, with
the prospect that the national landscape of geographical information may undergo
a complete transformation. Whatever your opinion, one cannot deny that for over
200 years OS has provided the country with some of the finest mapping available
any more than one can hide from the technological and social advances that
demand change in the way that it is accessed, maintained, and valued. In his
refreshing look at modern cartography and the pragmatic issues facing
cartographers today, Mike Parker’s On the Map (a series of ten 15-minute
programmes broadcast on BBC Radio 4 from 22nd March 2010) tells that whether
made by state or commercial enterprise, maps are all too commonly taken for
granted. A reality check of the power, value, and potential of geographical
information is therefore long overdue.
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