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Editorial

Far from being an antique craft belonging to a bygone era, cartography is the art of
geovisualization; a way of sharing spatial knowledge and empowering people
through the application of good design, whether the medium is electronic or paper,
permanent or perishable, static or dynamic. The Bulletin of the Society of
Cartographers continues to promote the relevance and versatility of cartography,
contributing to the advancement of the practice today. With this in mind, one
change from previous Volumes of The Bulletin (and one which is somewhat
difficult to miss) is its new cover, which has been designed to reflect the strong
identity of the Society and catch the eye. Each year, it will incorporate an excerpt
from the winning entry of the Society’s Wallis Award (many thanks to Graham
Allsopp for this excellent suggestion).

This year’s annual Summer School in Aberdeen sported a thoroughly
enjoyable programme, and I am delighted that a number of presenters have
submitted articles for publication in The Bulletin. These include Tom Patterson and
David Schobesberger, who have written an excellent paper on their user-based
study to test the effectiveness of 3D versus 2D maps in Zion National Park, USA;
Tom Burslem, who describes the creation of an exciting new online journey planner
for cyclists; Robert Wilkes, who explains the ingenious use of aerial thermal
surveys in conjunction with OS MasterMap® to visualize and analyse urban heat
loss; and Cristina Gomez, who with her colleagues offer a fascinating paper on 3D
terrain modelling for assessing change in Scottish beach and dune systems. 

This Summer School salvo is complemented by five additional articles,
which cover a very broad range of topics. After seeing an extraordinary map of the
conflict in Georgia posted on the Lis-Maps forum this August, I encouraged Giorgi
Mikeladze of GISLab in Tbilisi to write a brief article on its creation. The result is
a thought-provoking insight into modern native cartography during times of war,
which offers some interesting perspectives on the map’s circumstances of
production as well as the conflict itself. Closer to home, several intriguing
opinions were raised in the various debates about Internet mapping to appear on
national television, radio, and subsequent blogs this summer. Aside from their sad
degeneration into the tedious (and generally fruitless) paper-versus-digital canon
so loved by conflict-hungry journalists, they did raise the issue of whether Internet
maps are fit for purpose and the next article aims to address this topic. Peter
Vujakovic then provides a stimulating reveille of how cartography influences
geopolitical awareness and plays a role in understanding world events, which is
followed by Jirí Krejcí’s very interesting overview of the procedures and pitfalls of
georeferencing early maps, illustrated by two fine case studies from the Czech
Republic. In the final article, Bernhard Jenny describes a helpful free plug-in for
Mac OS X that previews the content of vector and raster GIS files. 

The articles are complemented by the regular sections, beginning with a
lively host of reviews of the latest books and maps, and I am very pleased to
welcome Richard Perkins onboard as Assistant Editor. When within reach of a
healthy power supply and Internet connection, Rich has been taking the
Computers in Cartography and Exhibitions sections forward with help from Steve
Chilton. I am delighted to welcome Bob Parry back into the fray, who has very
kindly agreed to compile the reviews section while Rich becomes acquainted with
the process. Despite injuries sustained from a cycling accident before Christmas,
Gary Haley has valiantly laboured to produce a superb layout, while painstakingly
incorporating many subtle changes to The Bulletin’s style. I am extremely grateful
for his input and hope you will join with me in wishing Gary a swift recovery.

Alexander J. Kent
Bulletin Editor

ˆˆ

SOC Bulletin (Vol 42)b  5/2/09  11:38  Page 2


