
People’s Map British Isles Mini Atlas

The People’s Map 
LLP, 2007, 32 pages, ISBN 0955621402 £2.99 (pbk)

This new mini atlas of the British Isles is A5 size with 32
pages within a glossy, hardwearing cover. At the main road
level, it has the edge over the larger floppy road atlases
that clutter car back seats and shelves. With a scale of 1:1
million and one and a quarter million for Ireland and
central and northern Scotland, it includes motorways and
all main roads, although only selected ‘B’ category roads
(‘R’ category roads in the Republic of Ireland) are shown,
which arguably provide adequate detail when approaching
final destinations. The amount of detail given to place
names is appropriate for the given scales, despite the view
that adventurous motorists prepared to take short cuts to
named destinations along minor unshown roads could save
time!

The mini atlas is not just a road atlas, as relief is
shown with traditional hypsometric tints that render an
excellent topographic presentation, which is often lacking
in the larger-scaled formats of its competitors. Other
topographical detail includes rivers and their names, other
hydrographic and hydrological features, relief names, and
county boundaries. The naming of motorway service
stations throughout the network is a welcome addition. I
would have liked to have seen the Brecon Beacons and
Snowdonia named, however, as they are not generally
regarded as part of the Cambrian Mountain range. Also in
Wales, the Llanwrtyd Wells town point symbol seems to
have lost its name. The inside cover has the usual distance
chart associated with road atlases and a gazetteer features
on pages 26 to 32 with the reference squares clearly
identifiable on the maps, but a scale bar on each double
page spread would have been a useful aid. 

With the advent of community mapping, the People’s
Map Partnership may well provide the catalyst to more
ambitious publications and, eventually no doubt, a larger
scaled floppy road atlas will ensue with greater detail of
Britain’s road network. More information on the People’s
Map Partnership can be found at
http://www.peoplesmap.com.

BILL JOHNSON

www.peoplesmap.com

People’s Map Partnership
Getmapping/The XYZ Digital Map Company
[website behind the British Isles Mini Atlas]

This review compares the data in the previously noted
published atlas, and also looks at the specifics of the
peoplesmap system.

Firstly, in order to compare the products I have used
a real-world example of something that recently happened.
After a meeting (at the OS as it happens) I was travelling
back to London up the M3 motorway. The motorway was
completely snarled up and looking like being a poor
choice. So I took the option of using the parallel A33/A303
route from Winchester all the way to the M25 (because I
knew it). Imagine planning this decision with both the atlas
and the website as aids. The atlas wouldn’t have helped
much as the scale used makes the detail sparse. I would
glean no info on the extent of the urban areas like
Winchester and Basingstoke that I would go through
(affecting my speed), would struggle with road number
references to keep me on track (what is the road number of
the red route shown parallel to the motorway from junction
8 onwards?), and would apparently visit somewhere that
had recently changed its name from Hartley Wintney to
Hartley Witney. 

So, what of the web detail? The first thing I noticed
is that the default layer is the Getmapping imagery layer. If
you Switching to the Peoples Map layer, I immediately
thought, well I’d like a bigger display area than that. OK,
so you can zoom in and out and pan around, but it does
seem unnecessarily small. Most other map services are
larger and adjust their display to your available screen size.
By zooming in I can see that if I can last on the motorway
to the A34 junction (oops, no junction numbers!), I can
skirt round Winchester, and also that Basingstoke is mostly
bypassed. And hey presto, what I thought from the map
was going to be the A303 is in fact the A30. The data is
exceedingly sparse, for instance there are no places at all
named between Basingstoke and Egham. Moving on to my
own local area, the whole of the Borough of Enfield has
four main roads and two railway lines showing and a few
district names (including an incorrect Winchmorehill).
And yet if you pan down through North London you
suddenly come to a random area with more detail (roughly
from Wood Green to Camden). Zooming in on this you see
some ‘Sat-Nav’ styling emphasizing the routing
information, with road text sizes too large for their roads,
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and eventually some quite pleasant styling at the higher
zooms, when other detail (such as parks and some
buildings) is portrayed. Enough nit-picking on detail, what
of the bigger picture? The next sections will look at three
aspects: the data itself, adding/editing data, and using the
data.

Data
According to the website itself the Peoples Map contains
three layers: (a) 25cm resolution air photography from the
Getmapping collection; (b) one inch to one mile (1: 63
360) New Popular Edition mapping of England and Wales
from 1947 and Popular Edition mapping of Scotland from
the 1920/30s (from The XYZ Digital Map Company in
association with the National Library of Scotland – and
copyright XYZ/NLS); and (c) The People’s Map itself.
The latter layer started out with what is [claimed to be] the
entire collection of British Isles mapping accumulated
over the last nine years by XYZ. This includes the British
Isles data set (derived in 1999 from the Digital Chart of the
World) which has been merged into detailed street level
1:10 000 scale data sets for Edinburgh, Glasgow,
Birmingham, Cardiff, and parts of London. 

Adding/editing data
The website has an online (Flash-based) editor. I have not
used this as I have not the time or inclination to register in
order to be able to access the editing tools. So, no
experience or feedback to offer I am afraid. I did note in
the Discussion Forum that the Editor had the most posts
and views (16 and 200 respectively since the editor was
launched in May 2007), and that by dint of the nature of
such forums, tended to be noting faults or glitches – which
to the credit of the site have usually been answered.
Currently editing seems to be restricted just to road detail.
According to the forum ‘Once edits have been made your
edits are added to a layer of data that is marked as
“unverified”. This will be rendered and placed in the map
layer that shows both verified and unverified data together.
Once the new data has been verified, it will be placed in
the People’s Map layer’. In a response in the forum it is
also noted that ‘professional cartographers will be
regularly checking to make sure that additions made to the
map are accurate’. Another response in the forum notes
‘we are working on a tutorial, an online web training
course and also a certificate for those that qualify that will
be endorsed by the British Cartographic Society, on how
you should do things’. All very reassuring. I noted in the
forum that someone had been adding much detail in a large
area centred on London Docklands, so I checked this out.
Zooming in – on the unverified layer – on Greenwich, I
was somewhat alarmed to see a completely random shape
appearing where Greenwich Park should be. That will be

sorted by the verification process I thought. But switch to
the People’s Map layer and it is there in the original data.
This is despite it being very clearly delineated in the aerial
photography layer (which is at an excellent resolution
when zoomed in), and indeed the New Popular Edition
layer. 

There is also an interesting incentive scheme in place
to tempt people to edit as much as possible. From a forum
posting ‘all of the revenue made from the People’s Map
will be fed directly back into the Project in the initial
stages. One third of any profit, with an annual minimum of
£10,000, is also to be divided amongst the contributors
based on how many points they accumulate in the year.’ I
have no data on how much usage is being made of the
ability to add and edit data, and of how many people are
accumulating their points, but noted that the total numbers
in the forum were: 14 topics, 41 posts, 13 voices.

Using the data
Part of the agreement is that ‘you agree that the
information you submit may be freely used in the People’s
Map in perpetuity. You will have no rights over the
information once you provide it to us’. But, if I have
surveyed and collected a load of data I may wish to use it
elsewhere myself, or even sell it to someone. This certainly
doesn’t sit squarely with the first statement in the Terms
and Conditions, that ‘The People’s Map is free for private
and Non-Commercial use’. For commercial use ‘in most
cases our “fair and simple” terms mean a single modest
payment for perpetual use of the data. For example £495
would allow a commercial organisation unlimited internal
perpetual use of the Overview data extract in vector GIS
form’. Not altogether clear what that means, or what the
‘Overview data extract’ is. A truly people’s map would
allow the people to do what they wished with it. Perhaps
that model would be more likely to be adopted by large
numbers of contributors and users.

Conclusion
One plus is that there is quite comprehensive information
on using The People’s Map Javascript API to add the
People’s Map to your web site, including layers, initial
location and zoom, adding makers and popups.

Overall, what is touted as ‘a revolutionary new
concept in mapping’ is for me let down by its delivery and
by its terms of use.

Finally, despite its roots in two commercial
organizations, it does have its own Head Office. In light of
my earlier comments, I was mildly amused to find that this
is based in Hartley Wintney!

STEVE CHILTON
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Complete Atlas of the World: The
Definitive View of Earth

Roberts, D. & Mumford, S. (Eds) 
Dorling Kindersley, London, 2007, 432 pages, 34mm
x 370mm x 270mm, in plastic folder. ISBN 078-1-
4053-1769-6. £50 (hbk)

DK promise ‘a complete and unrivalled overview of
today’s World’: 330+ high definition maps from ‘state-of-
the-art digital mapping software and satellite data’, plus
numerous photographs, facts, statistics, 100,000 place
names and 125 pages of index. It introduces our World,
from Solar System to Time Zones, via well-illustrated
Earth Science – basic geology and geomorphic processes,
climate and biology, leading to anthropomorphic impact
and Human Geography (population, culture, economics
and politics). Next come detailed conventional maps at
various scales, by continent. Each has a ‘fact-file’ and key
details: politics, population, transport, languages,
standard-of-living, climate, environmental issues, and
land-use, which are followed by maps of the oceans and
poles. Then ‘geographical comparisons’ (pub quiz facts):
largest/smallest countries and islands, richest, poorest,
most/least populous, most widely spoken languages
(Mandarin, English, Hindi…), largest conurbations
(Tokyo, 34.2 million…), borders, rivers, mountains and
the like. Details for 194 countries are listed, including
name, date, capital, population, area, languages, religions,
ethnic mix, government, currency, literacy rate, and calorie
consumption. ‘Geographical names’ provides origins, e.g.
dili (Azerbaijani, spit), erg (Arabic, dunes), holot (Hebrew,
dunes), oblast (Russian, province), Zizhiqu (Chinese,
autonomous province). An atlas like this should be in
every classroom and library and on the desk of everyone
who should understand our changing World. I say like this
as it falls between – and does not quite match – the content
of rivals such as National Geographic’s 

Family Reference Atlas of the World (2002) and Collins
Atlas of the World (2003). Roberts and Mumford’s edition
combines a wide range of geographical information with a
large amount of high quality cartography. Continental
oblique representations show sea floor details as well as
vegetation and ice cover, as seen from Space without
clouds. The contrasting offset polar hemispheres on
pp.10–11 are particularly effective. The maps, however,
are so high definition that this reviewer found them
difficult to read without strong illumination and reading
glasses. Furthermore, the aim of guiding us through a
plethora of information is only partly met. The Google
Earth generation expect to zoom in where a map is too
small, as is the case with many of the useful inserts. Places
like California, the US NE Seaboard, Northern France and
Southern England are mapped in detail, but others are not.
Why omit them? Why vary scale so much? A CD or online
version might let the user home-in on places, wherever
they are. Overall this is a splendid and valuable acquisition
that fuels curiosity and wanderlust, and may answer some
basic questions. But, like its rivals, this may not be enough

for people who expect to dig deeper. How are we to
integrate this with zoom-able planet-wide images and
maps, and with online searches? If made widely available,
this atlas will help reduce geographical ignorance. It may
stimulate curiosity, to be met by other means. But I am not
sure how it will provide the discipline and focus it claims.
By stealth and familiar cartographic aesthetics? These are
attractive maps and images, perhaps because they meet my
expectations in shades of green and brown, with red roads
and a light blue sea that shades darker with depth. I
particularly like the oblique pseudo-3D seascapes around
continents and the crinkly blue oceans. 

MIKE CLARK

The World Map, 1300–1492: The
Persistence of Tradition and
Transformation

Evelyn Edson
The Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore,
2007, 312 pp. (with 38 b/w illustrations), ISBN 0-
8018-8589-2, $50 (hbk)

Of any two-hundred year period in cartographic history,
that imminently preceding the voyage of Columbus –
when world views of European map-makers and users
were radically re-orientated to face a new dawn of
geographical discovery – must rank among the most
significant and enticing to study. The transition in the use
and making of maps in this period is the subject of Evelyn
Edson’s The World Map, 1300–1492: The Persistence of
Tradition and Transfiguration, published by The Johns
Hopkins University Press.

Central to Edson’s thesis is the idea that European
map-makers had opened their imaginations and their maps
to new lands before the discovery of the Americas in 1492.
She argues that their role was not an easy one as they
struggled to accommodate technological innovation in
order to depict a world that was changing dramatically
through the rediscovery of classical approaches and
increased travel.  In eight chapters that are each broken
down into succinct sections neatly, if at times somewhat
repetitively, Edson weaves an impressive tapestry of the
changing geographical framework since 1300 and the
influences under which it was shaped. The journey
incorporates mappamundi, sea charts and navigation, Fra
Mauro’s world map, and the recovery of Ptolemy’s
Geography, with many key examples illustrated.
Together, these chapters build a convincing picture of how
‘experience overwhelmed antique tradition’ and
transformed the map in this decisive period of cartography.  

What is perhaps most refreshing about Edson’s
approach is her consideration towards how the maps were
used and the forces that drove the geographical thought
behind their transformation.  As one might expect, world
maps, for example, ‘were designed for contemplation or
study, rather than for practical use’, while ‘Sailors
probably spent more time looking out at the sea, searching
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for coastal landmarks and watching out for hazards, than
they did poring over a map, which few could read
anyway’. Deeper insights are offered by Edson’s grasp of
the intimate connection between mapping and possessing,
in particular, how the demands of commerce made
physical accuracy imperative. She notes that while
centuries before, Ptolemy had emphasized the importance
of deriving knowledge of the world from actual
experience, especially through surveying and astronomical
observation, the world-wide economic boom from the
mid-thirteenth through the mid-fourteenth century created
possibilities for travel which had not existed since the
Roman and Han Empires. More specifically, Edson
suggests that the trading aspirations of merchants, the zeal
of missionaries, and the eyewitness travel writings of
explorers, all challenged the limited world view of the
mappamundi and their design, which provided ‘no sailing
room in the Atlantic’.  

It is not difficult to see how Edson’s story also
testifies to the creativity and adaptability of map-makers in
meeting these changing needs to ensure the currency of
their craftsmanship.  In describing the desire to integrate
elements of mappamundi, sea charts, and Ptolemaic atlases
in the fifteenth century, for example, Edson focuses on Fra
Mauro and his world map of c.1450. Noting that
mappamundi continued to hold sway well into this point in
time, she helpfully reminds us that world maps continue to
initiate resistance when they do not look like the image of
the world we expect to see, amongst her clear examples
being the Peters projection.  

The World Map, 1300–1492: The Persistence of
Tradition and Transfiguration is an excellent survey of the
changes in mapping leading up to this turning point in
history.  Written in an engaging clarity of style that is
supported by a wealth of research based on primary
sources, Edson’s comprehensive approach and the quantity
and quality of manuscripts used to illustrate her text will
be welcomed by the historian of cartography and the
general reader.

ALEXANDER KENT
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