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Editorial

It would be impossible to begin this new Volume of the Bulletin without first

thanking Steve Chilton for his substantial contribution to the Society of

Cartographers – and to cartography at large – in his 18-year editorship of the

Bulletin. Receiving the editorial baton from Bob Parry in 1988, Steve, whom Jo

Walsh recently described as ‘a man who has a sharp eye for the edge’, went

straight to DTP, with the Bulletin subsequently winning an award for its design

and production. While cartographic techniques have, of course, changed since

Volume 22, when articles like John Hunt’s ‘Effective Maps from the Electronic

Desktop’ were the order of the day, many ideas, principles, and concerns naturally

find resonance with the contents of this new Volume.

The variety of topics covered is one clear similarity with previous years, and

I am pleased that a number of authors have submitted papers from our successful

Summer School at Portsmouth in September. These include Nick Black, who has

written a cracking paper on the collection of geodata in the 21st century with

OpenStreetMap founder Steve Coast; Artem Pavlenko, who offers a new toolkit

for developing mapping applications; Pam Baldaro, who describes the creation of

an excellent 3D campus map using SketchUp and Illustrator; and Brian Rogers,

who presents a lively rendition of his fascinating research amalgamating of maps

and music. The pertinent topic of designing maps to accommodate the colour-

vision impaired is addressed by Bernhard Jenny and Nathaniel Vaughn Kelso,

while an interesting overview of astronomical surveying is given by Daniel

Thomas. In addition, Steve Chilton provides many thought-provoking responses

to the challenges presented in an age of ‘neo-geography’ in his interview with

Richard Treves. These articles are complemented by the regular Computers in

Cartography and Events sections, both of which have been compiled by Steve. 

Since June 1964, successive editors and production teams have brought the

standard of the Bulletin to where it is today and I am glad that Gary Haley and 

Peta Carter have chosen to continue in their valuable roles. As is perhaps to be

expected, a few teething troubles have delayed the production schedule, but their

patience and professionalism, together with Steve’s assistance with the editorial

process, have helped to ensure that the transition has been as smooth as possible.

As a publication for all who practise cartography and value better mapping, it is

clear in looking back over the last forty volumes that the Bulletin has provided a

unique contribution to our understanding of the pragmatic issues of map-making.

It is a great honour to have been given the opportunity to play a part in shaping its

future and I very much hope that the Bulletin will continue to offer a valuable

resource to the cartographic community and beyond.

Alexander Kent

Bulletin Editor

The editors wish to point out that the views expressed in articles and reviews 
are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent those of the Society of Cartographers
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