
Editorial

This is the fourth of the single volume SoC Bulletins to be produced, containing
Vol 40 No 1 and Vol 40 No 2. For production reasons – mainly due to the need to
place the colour section in a particular place in the journal – parts 1 and 2 are again
combined into one rather than being two distinct halves as usual. It has always
been Society policy to produce a high quality publication, printed in mono by the
traditional litho process. We have encompassed colour printed on limited
occasions, and have a policy of asking contributors to cover the additional cost of
producing colour sections either personally or from their hosting institution. In
this issue I am pleased to note that three contributors have taken advantage of that
arrangement, and thus there is a considerable section in the middle of the journal
printed in full colour. This has enabled us to display some of the very complicated
illustrations and maps in these articles in full colour to give readers a better
understanding of the authors 

This edition of the Bulletin contains a total of  8 main articles. I am
particularly pleased to record that several of the papers from the SoC Summer
School at Keele University this September are included. It should not be forgotten
that there is considerable amount of work that an author has to do to convert what
are predominantly image-based presentations into readable and reproducible
printed articles. I would particularly like to thank the authors in this issue for
agreeing to that task and for them keeping to my various deadlines along the way. 

Of particular note are Richard Treves’s excellent article on “Google Earth
and Cartography”, and Bernhard Jenny’s discourse on “Geometric Distortion”.
Readers should note that the presentations at the Keele Summer School are
available on the SoC website at: http://www.esci.keele.ac.uk/soc/
programme.html. Another 9 papers that are not published here are accessible
from there. This Bulletin also contains the usual sections on Computers in
Cartography, Meetings and Conferences, and Map, Book and Atlas Reviews.

The production is again a joint venture between Steve Chilton as Acting
Editor and Gary Haley as Production Manager. Thanks go to Gary Haley for the
speedy and efficient production of this issue. Thanks also go to all contributors
and especially to Peta Carter for what is her first edition as Reviews Editor. Her
enthusiasm and skill at generating both review material and the reviews
themselves have certainly been impressive, and I also note a very high proportion
of reviewers are SoC members, and thus practicing cartographers rather than
academics. The Reviews in this edition are many and wide-ranging, and this has
always been a strong feature of the Bulletin. Don’t hesitate to contact Peta if you
have something for review or want to do some reviewing.

I am hopeful that the discussions that I had at Keele with individuals will
result in there being a new Editor on board for the next issue. So, on that optimistic
note I bid you all farewell as Editor. After a considerable number of years I am still
enjoying the editing process and will miss this particular challenge. Thanks to all
who have contributed over the years, it has been a blast!

Steve Chilton

Acting Bulletin Editor
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