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There is quite a ‘wow’ factor to this new encyclopaedic
tome from the Reader’s Digest Association, although
anyone familiar with their publications would instantly
recognise the distinctive style of this new world atlas: the
large format (A3), impressive colour photography, full
colour spreads packed with easily assimilated chunks of
text, supplemented with terrain models and high quality 3-
D illustrations. It is termed an atlas, but knowing the RD
style you expect to find more than just a collection of maps
between its covers and you will not be disappointed. The
overall design and print quality is of a high standard, even
with my own failing eyesight I found the font style easy to
read all through to the hundred page gazetteer, only
struggling occasionally with the very small point size in
areas of hill-shaded high relief. Throughout the
encyclopaedic section it is a little too multi-coloured for my
taste, while the maps are in very traditional atlas colours. 

In this type of publication where double page spreads
abound there are many carefully designed pages. However,
some fail to take account of the central gutter, and
information is obscured. An example is the Weather pages in
which a world map showing the weather systems could
easily have been accommodated to one side. Oddly, some
maps in the atlas section have a clear-cut gap while others
straddle the gutter and important information is lost. A
special feature of this atlas are the double page foldouts, of
which there are six, so you have the equivalent to four A3
pages side by side. I was impressed by these spreads as they
add greatly to one’s perception of the landscapes they
portray. The front and back covers have a televisual feel
about them, the sharp satellite-like global images with
realistic raised relief enticing you to run your finger over
just to see if the image is tactile. It isn’t, but it looks good!
The atlas maps are well indexed, both by colour-coded
index maps in the endpapers, and by a series of relief-shaded
maps of each continent entitled ‘Quickfind Map Locators’.

Besides the atlas maps themselves, a wide range of
topics is covered including 21st century issues as well as
more traditional themes. This reference section opens with
an explanation of map making: projections are clearly
explained, and especially useful to the non-cartographer is

a sequence of illustrations showing how the atlas maps are
constructed.

SPACE is explained in a series of diagrams, from the
known universe via the Milky Way to our own solar
system. The immense and infinite scale of the universe and
the smallness of our own solar system and its relationship
to the Milky Way galaxy are clearly explained. EARTH
and its formation opens out into the first of the double page
foldouts illustrating various features of the world’s
physical landscape formed by ice, water and wind. A slice
taken around the northern latitudes clearly annotated gives
an intriguing panorama of the earth’s diverse topography.

OCEAN & WEATHER follow packed with images,
facts and figures (nowhere in these few pages is a tsunami
mentioned, but I’m sure it will merit inclusion in a future
revision). LIFE fills the next 14 pages, describing the
biodiversity of each of the continents – environments,
plants and animal life you may expect to find, supported
by numerous stunning photographs.

Human geography is the focus in the succeeding
sections entitled PEOPLE, CITY, MIGRATION &
LANGUAGE, WORK, and RESOURCES with plenty of
socio-economic information to capture the imagination:
one such example is ‘Globalisation: the story of a trainer’.
RESOURCES is perhaps the weakest section in the entire
atlas with an insufficient breadth of material.

The subsequent ten pages cover a range of
sociological topics. WIRED WORLD covers computers,
internet and telecommunications, while POPULATION &
LIFE STYLE encompasses a fascinating array of diagrams
and statistics, e.g. leading causes of death, cigarette
consumption, ratios of doctors and dentists and car
ownership. In the same way SOCIETY includes
information on education, teenage marriage, and
imprisonment. There is only one small diagram referring
to religions around the world. These pages have very little
of any substance about health, poverty and food security
which I feel deserve a higher profile for the 21st century.

POLITICS is reasonably comprehensive and
includes some revealing facts about ‘Aid donors and
recipients’. In light of the recent Asian earthquake,
Pakistan was already the recipient of more aid than any
other country, but also only four countries Netherlands,
Denmark, Norway and Sweden exceed the UN’s
recommendation of a donation of 0.7% of GDP!
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The main atlas section comprises more than 200
pages of entirely new mapping. A preamble to each of the
six continental areas is illustrated with a bird’s eye view of
the continent and annotated with information about
prominent physical features, demography, land use and a
selection of curious satellite images, e.g. Ayers Rock in
Australia, Appalachian Mountains. As for the maps
themselves, I selected a number of countries at random and
found they were all given equal treatment with regard to
suitable scale and position on the page: none I looked at
were left floundering in a gutter. The colours chosen are
very traditional and quite strong in tone. Positioning and
clarity of text is generally good with administrative status
indicated by a variety of underlining. Inevitably certain
regions pose a difficulty, either because they are so densely
packed with settlements, e.g. Central Europe, or where the
vibrancy of the relief colours does intrude upon the clarity,
e.g. central Mexico, Rocky and Appalachian Mountains.
Each spread has a scale bar and key to relief shading in a
clearly defined inset plus a useful little feature of a globe
locating the area of the map shown. In amongst the
mapping are the afore-mentioned fold-out spreads
showing bird’s eye view of five chosen landscapes – the
Yangtze River, the Himalayas, Africa’s Great Rift Valley,
the Mediterranean Sea and the Islands of the Caribbean.
All are viewed from unexpected angles and annotated with
interesting nuggets of information.

The atlas concludes with almost a hundred pages of
gazetteer. This employs an alphanumeric grid referencing
system while dispensing altogether with the usual
geographical co-ordinates. A neat box of basic information
accompanies each country’s entry.

In conclusion, this new atlas is bright and bold and
while possibly trying to achieve too much does provide an
excellent springboard for those keen to learn about the
world. Certainly my ‘grown up’ family are enjoying
dipping into it. Aimed at the family market it would also
make a very worthwhile addition to any school library and
is very good value at £29.99.

Rosemary Duncan

People and Places: A 2001 census atlas
of the UK

Daniel Dorling and Bethan Thomas
Bristol: Polity Press, 2004, 199pp

ISBN 1 86134 555 0 £29.99 paperback

ISBN 1 86134 586 0 £59.99 hardback

It could be argued that the census atlas is a genre that is
nearing the end of its useful working life. Socio-economic
data are increasingly served from national statistical
agencies over the web, and are often accessible via user-
friendly mapping front-ends that enable users to design a
customized series of map displays on their desktops.
Sources may be readily updated and downloaded at
minimal cost and the web also offers the possibilities of
multimedia, bringing together the visual, the graphical, the

textual, the numeric and even the oral in formats that can
meet individual needs.

However a bewildering variety of decisions still
faces designers of these sites and also their users. What
should be mapped? When is tabulation best? What
geography is most appropriate for the display of data?
Which variables are best to answer particular questions?
How should change be mapped? And how should these
data themselves be represented? Should it be a choropleth,
a proportional symbol map or a cartogram that
standardizes according to population instead of land area?
Which colour choices are most appropriate? Which data
classifications? And how many classes? Above all else
what on earth do the distributions actually mean?

Even in an era of ready data availability and
dissemination, publishers are still willing to issue
benchmark volumes that begin to address these issues. A
well designed census atlas in hard copy clearly identifies
the level of its audience, selects data sets, organizes these,
maps them against the appropriate geography and scale,
and employs a properly justified and systematically applied
cartographic technique. It also interprets the census and
explains patterns, often by juxtaposing graphic with text,
chart and tabulated numbers. There is a coherence and a
fixed, tangible quality that transcends the flexibility and
functionality of the web and also at times, if the design is
imaginative, can be a persuasive call to action.

This 2001 census atlas of the UK appears at first
sight to achieve all the above. It comprises over 500
separate maps and cartograms, mapping 125 different
census themes and bringing together the detailed human
geography of the whole of the UK in a single volume for
the first time. Data are organized into nine colour-coded
chapters and an appendix. Each chapter discusses the
general trends before mapping particular themes. Each
section employs a different palette of hues to allow easy
navigation through the volume. To facilitate comparison
across variables they have been standardized against the
total population of the statistical area. Each page of maps
charts a key variable juxtaposing choropleth with
cartogram and the situation at the 2001 census, with
change since 1991. The main trends are supported by an
extensive series of detailed footnotes that develop
arguments and which appear at the end of each section.

Reference maps name local authority units and place
these against government office regions in six-colour
cartograms and choropleths. An introduction and overview
picks out the key themes, followed by chapters analysing
age and sex, religion and ethnicity, birthplace and migration,
qualifications and employment, occupation and industry,
families and households, homes and cars. A forward-
looking conclusion extrapolates existing trends. A statistical
appendix lists highest and lowest performing districts for
key variables and also offers a complete listing in alphabetic
order of district for poor, rich and wealthy data sets. The
overall remit is to explain patterns at local authority scale,
with 434 statistical areas displayed. Simultaneous depiction
of patterns in choropleths reflects variable land areas, whilst
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equal population cartograms standardize for population.
This combination should allow readers to identify areas, but
also appreciate more realistic data variation.

Thought and attention to detail has gone into the
design of this atlas. Colours are chosen with care. The
thematic arrangement works well. It is almost certainly the
most comprehensive census atlas yet published in the UK.
The style suggests rigour, while the standardization of data
also implies considerable care. And the atlas has been turned
round within 3 years of the first publication of the data,
much more rapidly than for previous censuses in the UK.

There are however major and inevitable flaws. The
number of maps means that their size is inevitably limited.
Four maps to a page makes it hard to pick out local detail.
Yet when using the atlas it is often the local that tantalizes
– the reader wants to know how their area scores on a
number of variables in comparison to regional trends. But
it is hard to find your area on the maps and impossible on
the cartograms. The variety of maps also makes it hard to
find the one that you are looking for – an index might have
helped users navigate around the often bewildering
thematic detail. So it is not really detailed enough or well
enough organized to satisfy a quest for local detail.

Yet paradoxically the detail is too much to convey a
coherent overview. There are just too many variables.
Instead of the claimed ‘at-a-glance-guide to the social
geography of the UK’ this atlas really has to be read in
exhaustive detail to pick up the changing patterns. It would
have been much better to have highlighted fewer data, and
to have charted or listed key variables and juxtaposed
these lists to maps, instead of separating the tables in an
appendix. Why not illustrate with more photographs to add
emphasis to the well-argued textual summaries? As it
stands the reader has to rely upon the narrative accounts
for the interpretation.

Like all census atlases it is a prisoner of its sources.
The census charts a static view of a dynamic people: it is a
prisoner of its enumeration units. The genre tells us very
little about how social variables combine with other
unique and uncollected cultural forces to map out unique
places and identities. We learn nothing for example about
youth downloading music, being controlled by ASBOs,
engaging in binge drinking, being cynical towards
politicians, or going on holiday with their mates. It tells us
little of what it might mean to live in the London or in what
Dorling and Thomas refer to as the archipelago emerging
away from the city state. There is little feel for the areas,
and the impression is given of a standardized quantified
and almost inevitable social process, in which (and despite
the portraits on the cover) people are strangely absent.

So one of the better census atlases, a rich display of
data, but flawed. A source of fascination but an opportunity
missed. Less could and should have been more.

Chris Perkins

Mapping Hacks: Tips & Tools for
Electronic Cartography

Schuyler Erle, Rich Gibson & Jo Walsh
Sebastapol, CA: O’Reilly, 2005

ISBN: 0 596 00703 5 $29.95 paperback

This was a very hard book to review. For starters, it
brought to mind what it must be like tackling the latest
Jamie Oliver book on food – do you have to make the
recipes to review the book? Was it to be a review of the
principles (use of free and low-cost mapping tools),
surface content (the outcomes, maps, etc) or the detailed
content (whether the programs – the hacks – were efficient
and appropriate for the task in hand). Secondly, this was
not my normal reading matter. An explanation of why I
was even reading it is not for this review, but can be found
in the Chair’s Message in the October 2005 Society of
Cartographers Newsletter (see: http://www.soc.org.uk/).

For the purposes of this review I read the book from
cover to cover in several sessions, explicitly going against
the author’s advice to “browse, flipping around to
whatever sections interest you most”. The theme running
through the examples in the book is that maps tell stories,
and some of the stories are impressive indeed. It is also
exceptionally well illustrated, with hundreds of colour
photos, maps and screenshots illustrating nearly every one
of the 100 hacks.

The book is organized logically into chapters like
Mapping Your Neighbourhood, Mapping Your World, and
Mapping with Gadgets, with a useful introduction to each
chapter to help you into that particular realm. The book
will allow you to take data you collect or find in the public
domain and use it to present maps about everything from
wi-fi hotspots in your area, to creating 3-D maps of your
neighbourhood, or even the whole world. A word of
caution though about the coverage: many of the examples
are US-based. This is predominantly for two reasons: there
is more exploration of this type being done in the States,
and because more data is freely available in the USA due
to their Freedom of Information Act. This also raises a
slightly scary scenario for privacy-conscious Europeans.
Hack #16 is “Who are the neighbours voting for?”. This
maps, from publicly available geo-coded address data, the
amounts that named individuals have donated to the
various political parties.

The hacks vary from the eminently useful – a
GRASS hack to show areas of the world submerged by a
10m sea level rise (with associated calculation of how
many people are potentially displaced) – to the bizarre –
the game of Node Runner (a race to connect to and
photograph the most wireless nodes between two points –
a sort or digital orienteering).

Although the book is very timely in one aspect, it
sadly suffers from being published just before the release of
the Google Maps/Local API, which could be said to have
been the catalyst for the recent boom in local/community
cartography. A PDF update, covering Google Local/Virtual
Earth hacks, is apparently in production.
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On a pedantic level there is some quite shoddy proof-
reading in evidence. In the Preface alone there is reference
to “loscation” data, and several references to the
“Ordinance Survey”, which is admittedly correctly noted
later in the book. There was also one interesting nugget on
p 398, where it was suggested that “OS outsources its
digital map drawing to Delhi”.

The authors also explore beyond pure mapping
hacks, giving advice for instance on shortening URLs
(have you ever tried to paste a Google or Multimap URL
into an email or webpage?). However, I did get a bit lost in
the last chapter when they started discussing “known
places emerging from a fractal world”. Overall, the book is
a combination of tips and tricks that allow users to better
use map tools that are already out there, and to tweak
existing maps and data. The explanations of how stuff
works also made it a more interesting read. As previously
noted, some fascinating stories, well told. The acid test is
“Will I be doing any of these or similar hacks”? The jury is
still out on that one.

Steve Chilton

Centenary of the AA Road Atlas 
Great Britain
Basingstoke: AA Publishing, 2005, 32 + 304 pp

ISBN 0 74954639 5 £25.00 + p&p leatherbound
hardback

Purchasers of this commemorative atlas will really get two
works in one handsomely produced hardbound volume: a
conventional road atlas, and a history of the AA and of
motoring in general. This latter feature occupies only 32
pages, but is a fascinating, and beautifully illustrated
outline of many aspects of the evolution of the
organization, accompanied by a time-line of motoring
history set against events in world history. The section is
full of interesting detail: we learn of many AA innovations
we now take for granted, like village signs and roadside
telephone boxes. There are double-page spreads on the
development of the AA’s route planning services, its
excursions into hotel and garage inspection, motor
insurance and the promotion of road safety, and not least
on the role of AA men in wartime and in helping with
peacetime emergencies and disasters. I wonder how many
readers can remember the time when AA patrols would
salute members displaying an AA badge on their cars (a
practice abandoned in 1961)?

The atlas section is of the usual AA quality, with the
entire road network clearly shown and every village and
hamlet named and indexed. There is also a selection of
almost 90 town centre maps, prefaced by a map index
showing which are included, and detailed street-indexed
maps of central London. The appended town maps are also
referenced on the atlas pages: thus on pages 26 and 27
(headed “North Hampshire”) we are referred to town maps
of Winchester, Basingstoke and Guildford. Although

entitled a road atlas of Great Britain, a four page cover of
Ireland at a scale of 1: 1 000 000 is included. The maps are
indexed by six pages of route planning maps, and also by a
smaller scale index map which occurs twice, once before
the main atlas section and once in the endpapers. The
traditional table of distances between major towns also
tabulates average off-peak driving times.

Each double-page spread in the main atlas section
has a small linear scale in km and miles, but as a verbal
statement or a ratio it is given only once – on the contents
page. The grid for maps of England and Wales is printed at
5-km intervals and numbered alpha-numerically. The same
applies to Scotland with the exception of maps of Skye,
The Shetlands, Orkneys and the Outer Hebrides, where the
grid spacing (except for Skye) is the same, but the scale
reduced, which could be confusing. 

Perhaps the most controversial innovation in this
atlas is the inclusion on the main atlas pages of the location
of speed cameras, and a region-by-region listing of
regularly policed mobile camera sites. This is not the first
example of speed camera mapping – in the mid-90s The
Clever Map Company produced several speed trap maps
of major conurbations – but so far as I am aware, this is the
first country-wide example. Needless to say, the AA is
careful to emphasize that it is illegal to exceed the speed
limit, but not surprisingly, the inclusion of this information
has attracted some media attention. Interestingly, we are
told in the centenary section that the AA was set up in 1905
by a group of motorists expressly to patrol main roads and
warn other motorists of speed traps (that was with a speed
limit of 20 mph)!

With the proliferation of in-car fitted and hand-held
navigation systems, and the ready availability of route-
planning systems on the web, one might consider whether
the traditional road atlas has a future. What’s more, there
may seem little point in buying an expensive road atlas
when one can keep up-to-date with a new cheap floppy
atlas every couple of years. However, for planning routes
and seeing their context within the country, the printed
atlas still has value. And, of course, this particular atlas has
commemorative qualities which gives it longevity, and
which will be an attraction for libraries and for road
transport enthusiasts. In future, one wonders whether the
AA might render a hardback atlas of this kind into more of
a general purpose atlas by adding relief to the road maps
and including a broader selection of thematic maps,
somewhat similar to the so-called “national atlas” which
Ordnance Survey published in the early ‘80s?

Bob Parry

Note The atlas reviewed here is available by mail order to
AA members only (£25.00 plus p&p). The regular version
(ISBN 0 7495 4550 X) – which lacks the 32 centenary
pages and a short foreword by the Duke of Edinburgh – is
available in shops at the same price.
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Ordnance Survey Maps: a concise guide
for historians
2nd edition, revised and expanded

Richard Oliver

London: The Charles Close Society, 2005

256 pp, including 22 pp black and white illustrations

ISBN 1 870598 24 5  £17.50 hardback

Anyone familiar with either the first, 1993, edition or with
the 1994 ‘reprint with minor corrections’ will recognize
the familiar green cover of this invaluable volume, and
will be pleased to see that it is now published in a hard
cover – all the better to stand up to the heavy use to which
it will undoubtedly be subjected.  The second edition also
sports an improved layout, an entirely new chapter, 64
more pages and updated content reflecting over ten years
of rapid development at Ordnance Survey – though the
emphasis remains on paper maps rather than digital data. 

This is an essential book for anyone who uses,
wishes to understand, looks after or is simply just
interested in Ordnance Survey maps.  It is a must-buy  –
and an inexpensive one at that.

Richard Oliver defines the three objectives of the
book as providing guidance to would-be map users on the
potential usefulness of each Ordnance Survey map scale as
a source of information for the study of the landscape, to
indicate what has been published for counties and larger
towns at six-inch (1:10,560) and larger scales, and to give
some guidance on how various elements in the landscape
have been depicted on the 1:10,560 and larger scales.  It
does not discuss in any detail the geodetic aspects of
Ordnance Survey or the survey methods used, though
references are included for those who may want to pursue
these aspects further.

Chapter 1, on the development of Ordnance Survey,
is followed by an entirely new Chapter 2 discussing the
use of OS maps as historical sources.  Topics discussed
include the differences between basic scale and derived
scale mapping and their merits for research; Ordnance
Survey information gathering policies and the
representation and revision of this information; errors,
censorship and paper distortion.

Chapter 3 summarizes the development of the various
scales at which the main Ordnance Survey map series have
been published – County and National Grid series, printed
and digital – and provides a broad overview of the type of
information that might be found at each scale.  It also
outlines the period during which the series were produced
and provides, for example, the dimensions of the map
sheets and the size of the ground-area covered.  Emphasis is
given to the larger scale series, but some space is also given
over to discussing smaller scales such as the ‘one-inch’ (1:
63,360), the ‘quarter-inch’ (1:253,440) and ‘ten-mile’
(1:633,600) map series, as well as OS publications like area
books, administrative, planning and period maps.

Chapter 4, ‘Some Ordnance Survey definitions and
terminology’, includes explanations of such terms as

‘house units’, engraving, levelling, triangulation and
digital data.  This is followed by ‘Notes on the depiction of
detail’ – a very heavily consulted chapter in Cambridge
University Library Map Department.  The straightforward
dictionary-style arrangement means that you can look up a
term – bowling greens, for example – and read the short
explanation that public bowling greens have been shown
on large-scale maps prepared from 1893 onwards.  The
information in this section alone has helped to answer
many a query. How are boundaries marked on maps? Are
public houses marked and identified as such? Are hedges
shown?  And if you want to know the meaning of the S-
like symbols on the 1:2,500 scale county series maps then
look no further than page 13 (and the illustration on page
127)!

Chapters on the Ordnance Survey mapping of towns,
the mapping of counties and on air photographs and air
photo mosaics follow.  Each comprises a short introduction
followed by lists of published sheets, which include their
publication and revision dates.  The county series chapter
is especially useful since it is sometimes possible to
deduce from it that a sheet ‘missing’ from your collection
was probably never published! 

Chapter 9 lists Ordnance Survey abbreviations and
their meanings.

In writing this book, Richard Oliver has drawn on a
wide variety of documentation, including many of the
original Ordnance Survey records now held in The
National Archives.  Many of these sources are listed in the
extensive bibliography which includes British Library
Map Library and The National Archive/Public Record
Office references for the less easily found Ordnance
Survey documents and publications.  Finally, there is a
comprehensive index.

Some chapters are designed to be dipped into; others
require and deserve a thorough reading, a task made easy
by the approachable and non-technical style of writing.  If
you have any interest in Ordnance Survey maps and don’t
have the first edition then you really must buy this one. If
you do have the first edition and have found it useful, then
it is probably well worth investing in the current edition –
this really is an indispensable publication.

Anne Taylor

The Birth of the Modern Ordnance
Survey Small-scale Map: The Revised
New Series colour printed one-inch map
of England and Wales, 1897–1914

Tim Nicholson
London: The Charles Close Society, 2002

104 pp plus 4 colour plates

ISBN 1 870598 19 9 £10.00 paperback

The Revised New Series appeared first in 1897 after a
protracted gestation period and was almost completely
replaced by the Third Edition by 1905, surviving as only a
few combined sheets up until 1914. It was therefore short-
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lived in the extreme, having only nine truly ‘active’ years.
To the non-specialist in Ordnance Survey history it might
seem surprising that enough material could be found to fill
95 pages. It was however significant to the OS for a
number of reasons:

• It was the first printed colour map produced by the
OS using new technology

• It was the first attempt by the OS to produce a map at
least partly for the civilian market

• In consequence, it was the first attempt at actively
marketing such a map

• It was the first OS series to produce combined sheets
for coastal areas, thus reducing the amount of sea and
therefore wasted paper.

These four points give a clue to the title of this volume and
explain why the revision of a series has been singled out
for this treatment.

The book is divided into three parts; the story of the
map; aspects of the map; and map states. The story of the
map explains the history behind the decision to revise the
New Series and of the three-way battle which ensued,
between the War Office (who wanted a modern, colour
printed map with frequent revisions), the Board of
Agriculture (the overlords of the Ordnance Survey, who at
least at first wanted simply to maintain an engraved outline
map and had no use for colour) and the Treasury (who
wanted to spend as little money as possible on the project).
Added to these players were members of the public and of
Parliament who were calling for the reform of the
Ordnance Survey. It was felt to be scandalous that the
maps the OS produced were so out-of-date (the New
Series began publication in 1874 and was still not
complete) and so old-fashioned in their method of
production and in their style, when commercial publishers
such as Bacon and Philip were able to produce attractive,
colour-printed and therefore easy to use, folding maps.
How the eventual agreement, in 1892, to produce a special
military map, mutated over time to become, in 1897, a map
aimed at ‘tourists, pedestrians and cyclists’, which was
dependent for its survival on civilian sales rather than
military demand, is a fascinating story.

The second part, aspects of the map, details changes
in style of production and publication over the time that
the map was produced. There is a tremendous amount of
information in this section, covering dating, updating,
print runs, sales, sheet numbers and titles, imprint,
magnetic variation date, marginal matter style, map
information (woods, hills, roads, railways), price, user
information, fold, covers and map material.

Part three, map states, claims not to be a
cartobibliography but ‘merely an account of every state
that the writer has been able to find or infer’. The final part
of the book is devoted to photographs illustrating the
information in part two.

The differences between the New Series, the Revised
New Series and the Third Edition are laid out with clarity,

and the useful section on map states enabled me to
pinpoint several sheets in the University of Reading
collection which had been misfiled as Third Edition.
Nicholson makes what is a very complicated history both
lucid and readable and this is a useful addition to the
Charles Close Society books on my shelf.

Judith Fox

A Guide to the Ordnance Survey 
One-inch Third Edition Maps, in Colour

Roger Hellyer and Richard Oliver
London: The Charles Close Society, 2004
160 pp including 8 pp colour plates
ISBN 1 870598 210 £25.00 hardback

The guide essentially falls into two halves: the
cartobibliography by Roger Hellyer follows the historical
essay of the Third Edition by Richard Oliver.

1901 was the start of a second national revision of the
one-inch mapping of the UK with results published from
1903 onwards as the ‘Third Edition’. Unlike the first
national revision and subsequent revisions the second
national revision was from two starting points: around the
Tweed and around the Hampshire-Surrey border. Generally,
for the one-inch revisers, revision was from the six-inch
maps but for England and Wales waiting for six-inch maps
to be published was not always possible, so consequently
the large-scale and small-scale revisers often worked
alongside each other from the 1:2500 survey! Replacement
of the original coloured one-inch of England and Wales by
the Third Edition was not straightforward. South-east
England, which was of particular military interest, had Third
Edition coloured mapping as soon as possible regardless of
stock of the earlier coloured one-inch whilst elsewhere they
were produced to replace coloured stock.

The Third Edition coloured sheets were in six colours
and were very similar in appearance and in marginalia
layout to their coloured predecessors. Apart from black,
hachures are in brown, contours in red or orange, water in
blue and woods in green. Road infills, which had been a
yellowy sienna since 1899, was replaced by burnt sienna as
used for the earliest one-inch coloured sheets. Surprisingly,
the design of the coloured Third Edition remained
unchanged until its replacement in 1911–12. The main
reason for this was the military preference for the half-inch
popularized by Bartholomews and subsequently published
at that scale by the OS for the military. For Edwardian
England, the public also expressed this preference of scale
by purchase and Charles Close, future Director-General of
the OS, in a report in 1909 expressed ‘In the United
Kingdom, the scale for general use is half-inch to one
mile… with a very small issue of one-inch maps….’

From June 1907 onwards a large sheet series
replaced the small sheet series, reducing the total tally
from 360 to 152 sheets. This upheaval was a drastic
response to the War Office who considered the one-inch as
‘an excellent military map’ but ‘somewhat small’. In
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principle, four large sheet series were formed from nine
small sheet series maps. All sheets of the large sheet series
were produced in colour whereas less than half of the
small sheet series were in colour.

In August 1911, Charles Close became Director-
General of the OS. Close, a proponent of good design,
objected to the style for road classification as inadequate
for contemporary conditions, the depiction of relief and the
presence of parish boundaries. As a consequence, the last
of the coloured Third Edition series sheets were published
in December 1913 and yet significantly, sales of the Third
Edition continued well into the 1920s, ten years after the
initial publication of the ‘less colourful’ Fourth Edition.

Further considerations are the one-inch Third
Editions for Ireland and Scotland, district and tourist maps,
matters of detail appertaining to engraving, lithography,
post-publication revision, magnetic variation, headings,
footnotes and other marginalia, squaring and reference
systems, print runs and reprint patterns, map and retailers’
covers, and field revision instructions of 1901. Following
are monochrome and colour plates depicting salient
features of the Third Edition including cover designs and
sheet index maps.

Preceding the cartobibliography, Roger Hellyer refers
to Guy Messenger’s ‘ground-breaking monograph’ on the
one-inch Third Edition (Large Sheet Series) of England and
Wales which has been long out of print. For various
justifiable reasons Roger has created a new
cartobibliography with thirteen reference columns for the
one-inch Third Edition colour maps. A number of appendices
follow including a detailed chronology by month.

The comprehensiveness of this guide is to be
commended. For me the aesthetic attributes of the Third
Edition coloured maps prevail, in particular their relief
hachuring and coastal blue-line vignetting all of which are
lost to the more bland Popular Edition of the 1920s.

Bill Johnson

A Guide to the Ordnance Survey 
1:25,000 First Series

Roger Hellyer with an introductory essay by
Richard Oliver
London: The Charles Close Society, 2003

334 pp, 8 colour plates

ISBN 1870598 20 2 £25.00 hardback

Curators of map collections will find this substantial
volume a useful guide to the complex history and
publication record of a somewhat maligned map series,
launched by Ordnance Survey at the end of the Second
World War following a tentative recommendation of the
Davidson Committee, and whose scale now survives in the
form of the invaluable and increasingly popular Explorer
map series.

Placed primarily under the authorship of Roger
Hellyer for his complex and fastidious cartobibliography

of the series, which occupies no fewer than 280 pages of
the volume, the work also contains a similarly detailed and
valuable 52-page essay by Richard Oliver, which renders
the book much more than a check-list of printed editions
and revisions.

Oliver’s contribution is broad-ranging, placing the
introduction of the Provisional Edition (or First Series) in
the context of the earlier military maps at this scale, and
extending his treatment to the ill-fated Regular Edition (of
which only eleven sheets were published), the Pathfinder,
completed in 1990 after periodical doubts about its
survival, and finally the jumbo-sized Explorer (this last
named seems set for continued success due to its attention
not only to public rights-of-way, permissive paths and
recreational routes, but also the new access land, which
has recently become available for England and Wales
following the CRoW Act of 2000). In between, we learn a
great deal about the vicissitudes of the civilian Provisional
Edition, due inter alia to the outdated information it
contained and its poor market performance.

The major part of this work, however, is the
substantial – but by the compiler’s own admission
incomplete – listing of the various states of each of the
2,027 sheets amounting to over 25,000 items in all.
Information about each edition and revision is listed under
14 columns, broadly covering the form of the sheet
numbering, sheet coverage (normally 10km x 10km except
in coastal areas of course), revision details and aspects of
specification. There is also a separate listing of the military
series GSGS 4627 and, on the very last page, a listing of
some special adaptations, including the few sheets which
had a rights-of-way overprint in green, and the sheets used
as base maps for geological and soil surveys.

When I became curator of the collection at the
University of Reading in 1968, we had long been signed
up to a standing order for all these editions and revisions,
and one of my early acts was to construct and duplicate a
simple blank matrix for each 100-km grid square of the
National Grid, on which I entered the date and revision
code of each new sheet as it arrived. Far from revealing
any limitations to Hellyer’s list, a quick comparison of my
records with his suggested that the standing order did not
deliver all it should! Herein lies the value of such diligent
work by Roger Hellyer – and by a number of other Charles
Close Society members – for few if any libraries, not even
the legal deposit ones, seem to contain a complete archive
of all the imprints of any particular OS map series. 

Books of this kind may at first seem too specialized
to find a sufficient market, but this one (and its
companions) should certainly be in every map library,
small and large, and in map and local studies sections of
university and public libraries. Presumably a significant
proportion of the Charles Close Society’s substantial
membership also buys these volumes, and the Society
must be congratulated at managing to publish a hefty and
colour illustrated hardback at such a modest price. 

Bob Parry
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Mapping Tourism 

Edited by Stephen P. Hanna and Vincent J.
Del Casino, Jr. 
Minneapolis and London: University of Minnesota
Press, 2003
ISBN: 0816639558 $56.95 (£40.00) hardcover;
0816639566 $18.95 (£13.50) paperback

In this edited collection, Hanna and Del Casino have
brought together seven essays by human geographers
which explore the ways tourism maps reflect and help
construct the meanings of a diverse range of sites. As the
editors explain in the introduction, the authors are
concerned with the ways in which tourism maps work;
explaining how they are produced, consumed and acquire
meanings in relation to a broader series of texts. The
introduction traces the somewhat familiar story of the
emergence of critical studies of cartography and tourism
informed by social and literary theories in the late 1980s
and 1990s, while it also points to the broader metaphorical
sense in which tourism is ‘mapped’ through the production
of a broad range of representations of tourism spaces. 

The individual chapters explore a diverse range of
maps and representations of quite different landscapes. Rob
Shields discusses the maps of barricade positions which
emerged during the meetings held in Quebec in 2001 to
discuss the Free Trade Area of the Americas. In chapter two
Owen Dwyer discusses the emergence of tourism relating
to key sites of the American civil rights movement,
focusing his discussions on maps produced for visitors to
civil rights sites in Alabama. Karen Till’s chapter charts the
role of Schaustelle Berlin (Showcase Berlin) in
representing the changing landscape of ‘The New Berlin’,
through the staging of tours and events aimed specifically
at local Berliners. In chapter four Dydia DeLyser utilizes
participative methods to explore how visitors to the
Californian ghost town of Bodie interpret the town through
a range of texts, including a sixteen-page map brochure,
and how they associate the town with mythic images of the
American West. DeLyser’s chapter is particularly
instructive, showing how ideas from geography,
cartography and anthropology can be intertwined, and
demonstrating the value of ethnographic studies of map use
and tourism. In chapter five, John and Margaret Gold focus
their attention on the contested landscapes, representations
and tourist maps of the battlefield at Culloden in Scotland,
while in chapter six Mary Curran focuses on two
contrasting maps of Butte, Montana, which variously show
how the town is constructed through tourist and
environmental discourses. The final chapter by Del Casino
and Hanna is a study of representations of sex tourism in
Bangkok. The chapter focuses on a German sex tourist map
of Bangkok, but while the authors’ contextual strategy
necessarily leads them into broader discussions of the
representation of Thai women as sexual objects in a range
of literatures, I wished that they had provided a more
systematic analysis of the German map, and many of my
questions about it, remained unanswered. 

As a whole the book works well, and the essays bring
scholarly attention to maps and tourist practices which are
frequently overlooked by academics.

Peter Merriman

Spying with Maps: Surveillance
technologies and the future of privacy

Mark Monmonier
Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press,
2002
239 pp
ISBN 0 226 53428 6 $25.00 hardback

This book is quite different from the usual textbooks and
research oriented publications one is generally asked to
review. Very much written for general rather than specialist
consumption, it provides a well written insight into current
and potential technologies for various forms of
surveillance. As noted on the back cover, the book ‘…
looks at the increasing use of geographic data, satellite
imagery and location tracking across a wide range of
fields’. Following the introductory chapter, each of the
remaining nine chapters focuses on one particular topic
area. The applications covered go from agriculture, disaster
monitoring & response organization, traffic management,
to crime and medical issues. Despite the title, some of the
examples have little to do with ‘maps’ in the narrow sense,
but all do relate in some way to location based information;
the subtitle probably better reflects the content of the book.

As someone involved in teaching Geomatics, from
technical and conceptual viewpoints I didn’t feel I learned
a great deal new from the book, but it was an interesting
read. It certainly provoked further thought about some of
the issues and provides numerous well documented
examples of issues to discuss with students. 

Significantly, Monmonier does not set out to frighten
people about the use of the technology, which would be
very easy to do with this subject area. Overall he presents
a well balanced view, illustrating many of the potential
benefits of the technology and methods, as well as pointing
out negative aspects. An underlying theme is the necessity
to make decisions about what is reasonable, acceptable
surveillance and what is not, and about who should make
such decisions.

From a British perspective the book is very
American. Virtually all the examples relate to the United
States. Clearly this is due to the intended main market for
the book, and while it would be interesting to have a more
international view, this is not too serious a detraction from
the overall message given by the book. Clearly many of
the legal implications of some surveillance technologies
will be different in other countries and several references
are made to the US constitution. Occasional comparisons
are made with the situation in the UK or Canada, but these
are quite limited.

I did note, with some surprise, that there were no
references within the text, then discovered that there was
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an extensive notes section towards the end of the book.
These notes make up 50 pages of a total of 240, so are
quite extensive. For each of the ten chapters there is about
a page of general notes, then several pages of specific
references. This removal of all reference material to the
notes section probably makes the book more readable,
without the distraction or references and footnotes, but
does provide a wealth of further links for those interested
in pursuing them.

Overall this book is well worth reading as general
background to potential uses of remote sensing and GIS
that can have a significant impact on our lives. It poses
many questions about what we are prepared to accept from
such surveillance technologies; unfortunately most of
these questions do not have a simple answer.

David Forrest

Maps that Made History. 
The influential, the eccentric and 
the sublime

Lez Smart
London: The National Archives, 2004

191 pp

ISBN 1 903365 64 3 £25.00 hardback

In this book, Lez Smart takes the reader on a tour of 25
maps ‘spanning seven centuries and seven continents’, and
gives us the chance to look again at familiar and famous
maps. A National Archives publication, it is profusely
illustrated, with high quality printing and paper.
Accompanying the interesting text, written in a lively and
straightforward style, are several photographs of each map
– usually one of the whole item, together with one or more
close-ups of sections of the map, inviting the reader to
appreciate and admire the skill and craftsmanship that
went into its production. 

The subtitle of the book is ‘The influential, the
eccentric and the sublime’, and some of the maps fit all
three of these categories. Many of the subjects will be
familiar to those who already have a knowledge of
cartography. They are organized under five headings, with
five maps in each: –

The Early Mapmakers looks at the Germanus 1482
map based on Ptolemy’s projection; the 1265 Peutinger
Table of the Roman Empire; a tiny map of the world from
a 13th century Psalter; Paris’s map of Britain, c.1250; and
an estate plan of the Chertsey Abbey Lands in Surrey from
1265.

The Quest for Riches takes in the exploration of the
New World, with an exquisite plan of the Aztec City of
Tenochtitlan, 1524; Homen’s 1558 map of the coastline of
West Africa; John Smith’s beautiful map of the Colony of
Virginia, 1609; Blaeu’s 1630 depiction of the Spice Islands;
and Captain Cook’s survey of the east coast of Australia.

Challenging Perceptions depicts Mitchell’s map of
the British Colonies in North America; the

Trigonometrical Survey of India, published in 1866;
Booth’s 1899 maps of London poverty; the Highways of
Empire (Gill, 1927); and of course, Beck’s 1933 London
Underground map.

Winning the Day, as the title suggests, is about
military mapping – Culloden, 1745; Waterloo, 1815; the
American Civil War (1861); Mons, 1914; and D-Day,
1944.

The final section – Fantasy and Fantastical –
examines how maps can ‘intrigue, inspire and mislead…’,
using as examples the maps created by William Hole
(1612) to illustrate Michael Drayton’s poem Poly Olbion;
Pieter van den Keere’s ‘Leo Belgicus’ (1617), which
portrays Belgium, Luxembourg and The Netherlands in
the shape of a lion; Sanson’s ‘Island’ of California (1656);
the Garden of Eden (Moxon, 1695); and the Great River of
Australia (Maslen, 1827).

The book itself is lovely to look at, but you may feel
that some of the maps deserve a whole book to
themselves! And maybe that’s the aim of this project – to
leave the reader wanting to know more. To help in this
quest the author provides a useful last chapter on how to
explore further using books and the Internet.

Maps That Made History is a tour of the world and
how it has been mapped, at both large and small scales,
since mapping began. It is an interesting, readable and
very attractive representation of how the world has been
portrayed at different times, for different reasons and with
different technology.

Evelyn Dodds

World atlas of natural hazards

W J McGuire
London: Hodder Arnold, 2004

120 pp

ISBN 0 340 76405 8 £160.00 hardback

This book, produced prior to the Asian tsunami of
December 2004, is an extremely comprehensive and
informative text on global natural hazards. It is not an atlas
in the strictest sense (although it is rich with maps),
because it has a considerable quantity of text and
diagrams. These help explain the processes behind the
hazards discussed and provide a valuable source of
information in their own right.

The atlas is split into four parts. The first part sets the
scene and provides a commentary on the main natural
hazards (earthquakes, volcanic activity, landslides,
windstorms, floods, tsunami, wildfires and cold waves).
There are also sections on the global distribution of natural
hazards and the mapping of hazards both today and in the
past. The second part deals with the impacts of natural
hazards and builds on the first part by providing an
explanation of what hazard realization means in terms of
losses (both loss of life and economic loss). The same
hazards are covered as in the previous section, with the
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exception of cold waves. The third part deals with hazard
avoidance, mitigation and management. The main topics
include hazard and risk mapping, land-use planning,
physical methods of mitigation and management,
forecasting and prediction, the role of education, hazard
and risk communication and alert systems and insurance
aspects. The fourth part is concerned with future prospects
and deals with cities at risk, climate change impacts,
disasters in waiting and Global Geophysical Events (GGEs
as they are often known, which are low-frequency, high-
magnitude events capable of causing disruption at a global
scale).

The main strength of the book is that it brings
together so many useful maps and diagrams concerning
global natural hazards. There is also a large number of
colour photographs which illustrate the many examples
employed. The main weakness of the book is that it fails in
some areas to identify the uncertain nature of some of the
science behind the hazards. One example of this is in the
discussion of how global warming may lead to a
weakening or even a shutdown of the Gulf Stream. This is
an area of much debate currently and there appears to be
no general consensus of opinion at present, a point which
is not made in the text.

The subject matter of this book is literally
sensational, and yet nowhere in the text is it
‘sensationalized’, something which happens all too often
when the media becomes involved in reporting
catastrophes. The material is consistently presented in a
straightforward manner and the level of explanation is
such that both the interested layperson and the more
dedicated science undergraduate student (geologist,
geographer, biologist etc) are well served. I found little to
fault and the coverage is excellent. The cost, however, is
not particularly student-friendly at £160 and the text is,
therefore, more likely to be purchased by libraries rather
than individuals. Given that this could have been
anticipated, I would have expected a rather more extensive
index, allowing the more ready location of relevant
information.

The atlas is illustrated in colour throughout
(presumably the reason for the high cost) and the attention
to detail in the maps and diagrams is very high. The atlas
will reward those who simply wish to dip into it for some
examples/case studies, as well as those who are embarking
on a more detailed consideration of natural hazards.
McGuire and his co-authors are undoubted world experts
in the field and three of them belong to the Benfield
Hazard Research Centre at University College, London,
the foremost of such institutes in the UK, and hence there
is real sense of pedigree here. This atlas is certainly to be
recommended to those wanting a global overview of
hazards for teaching or research, or those simply wishing
to increase their knowledge of this complex planet we call
Earth.

Stephen D. Gurney

Atlas of Antarctica. Topographic Maps
from Geostatistical Analysis of Satellite
Radar Altimeter Data

Ute C.Herzfeld 
Berlin and Heidelberg: Springer Verlag, 2004

364 pp 169 illustrations plus CD-ROM. 

ISBN: 3 540 43457 7 £149.95 hardcover

The title of this book is misleading, as it is not an atlas in
any way. The volume is only of interest to persons
concerned with the analysis of satellite altimetry, and
perhaps (although its cost is prohibitive) as a student text.
However, the less than comprehensive bibliography, lack
of a gazetteer and lack of a page index to the maps is a
drawback for even these audiences. It is, indeed, difficult
to consider it an atlas of Antarctica, as the altimeter data
presented do not extend south of 81°S, violating the
author’s own definition of an atlas (C.2.2 paragraph (i),
page 35). It is of little interest to the general student of
Antarctica, and has none for the general public.

The volume is a summary of satellite altimeter data
prior to IceSat and CryoSat. It explicitly considers the
problems of extrapolating track data to a surface, which is
a useful contribution to the field of satellite altimetry, and
is sadly neglected in other publications. However, it is
deficient in several other respects, for example referring to
only one of three possible methods of applying a major
correction. The method used in this study is the least
satisfactory, incurring large errors in common situations.
Given this, the author should have referenced other
techniques and defended the choice of method used.

The use of a single type of data also disqualifies this
volume as an atlas. An atlas should summarize many kinds
of information for the reader. In the occasional case where
an atlas provides only one category of information, it
would be expected to be definitive for the date of
publication. In either case, this book does not qualify, as
the contour maps provided are by no means definitive. The
Geosat, SeaSat and ERS satellite altimeters could not
effectively determine the elevation of any surface whose
slope exceeded about 0.8°. This is not a problem for the
great ice sheets, which have very low slopes over
enormous areas. But this atlas presents maps covering both
mountainous regions and the coastal zone. In these
regions, the contours shown are hopelessly unrealistic, as
the author has ignored superior sources of information
such as the Scientific Council for Antarctic Research’s
(SCAR) Antarctic Digital Database (www.add.scar.org).
The author’s claim (p 114) that the ERS data gives a
realistic picture of the Antarctic Peninsula is simply
laughable, as a glance at any current map will show.

The author presents the information as valuable for
the ice-sheet modelling community. However, equivalent
or better digital elevation models of Antarctica are freely
available from the National Snow and Ice Data Center
(e.g. http://nsidc.org/data/nsidc-0082.html). Vector data
of higher resolution and containing many more types of
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information than the maps in this “atlas” are available free
of charge for non-profit use from the Antarctic Digital
Database (www.add.scar.org).

The text associated with each map panel is of poor
quality. In areas with which I am familiar, the author has
made serious mistakes. For example, on page 116, she states
that the Müller Ice Shelf has broken up. This is not the case,
and the Müller Ice Shelf shows no sign of rapid break up,
although it is slowly retreating – and my colleagues
observed this to be the case early in 2005. The selection of
place-names on the maps is arbitrary, and the names do not
refer clearly to features, or are seriously misplaced. For
example, on page 228, the name “Dott Ice Rise” is used.
This is not appropriate for several reasons. First, the Dott Ice
Rise is a minor feature that would not normally be named at
this scale. Second, the name is completely misplaced (Dott
Ice Rise is just west of Skytrain Ice Rise, which is correctly
indicated), and lastly the name is placed so that it appears to
refer to the Fletcher Promontory, a major feature whose
name is omitted! There are outright errors in toponymy – for
example, the author refers to the Larsen Ice Shelf as
bounded by Jason Peninsula in the north (p 114). This is
incorrect, as the remnants of the ice shelves north of Jason
Peninsula are also part of the Larsen Ice Shelf, whose
northern boundary was at Cape Longing prior to its recent
break up. Glaciers are mentioned in the text for no apparent
reason – this in regions where there are hundreds of similar
glaciers. Those singled out are by no means the largest in a
region. The editing is of poor quality, as in many places the
grammatical construction is poor, and there are spelling
errors such as “Mt. Gandry” instead of “Mt. Gaudry” 
(p 116).

Finally, the author has ignored the mapping
conventions agreed by the Antarctic community, in favour
of using the UTM grid system. The Scientific Committee
on Antarctic Research’s standard projection for maps of
Antarctica on this scale is the Lambert Conformal Conic
projection, which is greatly preferable. UTM is not
suitable for Antarctic mapping because of the narrow
zones, and is not defined south of 80°S. Given the
existence and widespread use of a suitable convention, it is
difficult to see why the author has not used it.

Overall, this is a very disappointing volume. If the
opportunity had been taken of combining a new and
interesting technique for extrapolating altimeter data with
the best techniques of re-processing altimeter data, and
then supplementing the results with information from
conventional sources in regions where altimetry is
inadequate, using coastline data as a control, then this
could have been a ground-breaking publication, though
still not strictly an “atlas”! As it is, the volume falls far
short of the claims made by the title. 

A Paul R Cooper

Military Maps: The one-inch series of
Great Britain and Ireland

Roger Hellyer and Richard Oliver
London: The Charles Close Society, 2004

294 pp including 16 pp colour plates

ISBN 1 870698 22 9 £30.00 hardback

This is a sumptuous and remarkable book, latest in a
sequence by Drs Hellyer and Oliver with their publisher,
the Charles Close Society: the Society’s twenty-fifth year,
and its twenty-fifth publication. One must say immediately
that the contents are entirely described by the full title:-
Military maps – the one-inch series of Great Britain and
Ireland (1905—1985). Formidable perhaps, specialized
and profound, and it might be thought entirely for the
professional cartographer, historian or militarist; but not
so. In fact a general reader is easily able to grasp this work
whether when first reading it, browsing, extracting titbits,
or in any mode, and entirely because of the construction,
which is:- 53 pages of densely written text with 254
footnotes, 24 map extracts, seven index diagrams,
cartobibliography in two sections (110 pages for Cassini
Grid series 1923—1962, 70 for National Grid series
1948—1985) also with footnotes contiguous with the text,
and appendices of chronology, printing contractors and
sources amongst others. Study of the cartobibliography is
further assisted by excellent compiler’s notes. The general
reader who likes maps but has no other expertise (such as
this reviewer) is helped at every turn; the text or the
cartobibliography can be read separately, all the footnotes
straight through, or any theme in any sequence, and due
entirely to the book’s rigorous chronology.

We therefore find that during the pre-WW2
“Cassini” period, a military “hottest” sheet like Sheet 132
Portsmouth was printed 24 times with 420,000 copies
produced, whereas Sheet 50 Bala was printed 11 times
with 68,000 copies produced. In the supposedly quieter
later “National Grid” period, Sheet 180 Solent was printed
14 times for 250,000 copies, while Sheet 117 Bala and
Welshpool was printed six times for 70,000 copies. The
source for all these military maps was of course Ordnance
Survey one-inch mapping in Popular, Fifth, New Popular
and Seventh Editions. However, since all the Directors
General of OS through this period were military surveyors
of highest rank and distinction, previously heads of the
Geographical Section General Staff and long in post, it is
possible to regard all UK official maps from that time as
“military”. 

The early story concerns the emergence after WW1
of army determination to represent a reference system on
maps which would be accurate strategically, tactically,
identifying position, and also in the absolute aspect of
bearing, angle, range etc for remote firing of artillery. Such
reference systems (or grids) were to be retained as “secret”
unto military usage, not shown on the parent civilian map,
although these might have a different grid if they liked.
There was little unanimity, and with hindsight, the period
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may be regarded as a “battle of grids and their
projections”, succeeding the previous “battle of the
scales”.

As serious students of this book will know, the
problem is of course to reduce the earth’s curved surface,
or part thereof, to a plane surface by using one of a choice
of projections. At the scale of one-inch, and on a single
sheet, errors are unnoticeable other than for artillery, but
this is not the case when extending over the entire country:
for the earlier Cassini projection the error is five feet in a
mile at the extremities, but only two feet for the later (and
now universally used) Transverse Mercator, and with the
latter the angles are correct (Seymour, 1980).

The Geographical Section of the General Staff
therefore began publication of its GSGS 3907 one-inch of
England and Wales (3908 in Scotland) using the best one-
inch material available, suitably edited. Each sheet was
overprinted with a grid technique adopted by the allied
armies at the Western Front – lines at 1-km intervals,
suitably oriented and identified on the Cassini projection.
Meanwhile OS developed its material successively, from
the Popular (Cassini) to the Fifth and New Popular
editions based on a Transverse Mercator projection, at
which time the grid became skewed to the sheets and
perhaps inaccurate. 

Suffice it to say that I will not dwell on the
Lambert/British system with War Office False Origin
(WFFO) grid, the Yard Grid, and the War Office Irish Grid,
but mention that the entire history of the one-inch map in
modern times is described by these authors, and
beautifully told. There is humour aplenty in what the great
men said and wrote to each other. Furthermore, when
WW2 began, one-inch mapping was unready, innovation
not finished, new survey incomplete, civilian maps had an
accurate but militarily-useless grid, military maps had a
good but obsolete grid to be kept secret from civilians, and
everything was in insufficient supply. “Cometh the hour,
cometh the man …” and in 1940 the hero of this book, the
Director-General Brigadier MacLeod, swept all
irrelevancies away and saw to it that a War Revision was
published immediately, followed in quick order by a
Second War Revision. These were maps for the entire
country, usable by all, the first for civil/military dual use,
and available in quantity. Naturally, after WW2 the loose
threads were drawn together and eventually separate
publication ended with the 1: 50 000 Series M276.

Through their enticing text and scrupulous
cartobibliography, the authors sent me scurrying to those
actual War Revision and Second War Revision maps such
as I have, being the most interesting and dramatic one-inch
maps ever published. I tested myself against the
cartobibliography by answering these puzzles:- why fewer
of War Revision; why the grid skewed in all except two;
why does the earliest Catterick have no green – and an
unskewed grid; what are “sales copies”, some with no grid
at all; can my job lot of 30 in sequence (but with two
missing), entirely without their lower margins, be

identified; why does the sequence show disparate styles
(some pristine, with discreet purple grid; others definitely
utility in poorish printing, but with better grid); why the
missing two; what really happened in the war? Again,
suffice to say, by following the cartobibliography, then
footnotes, then text, I easily passed the test: somewhat
similar to a detective story in fact.

Still in personal vein, in 1940 I was a schoolboy and
remember the removal of maps from shops (a policeman
was called if purchase attempted), school (into a locked
cupboard except for one lesson per week), the parental
home (I did not know we had any!), from Scouting (for
Boys) and so on. A first sight of the War Revision sheet,
with its visually-startling, skewed purple grid, was
therefore a profound shock. Now in 2004, these amazing
authors and their publishers give us all the answers.

They have laboured with far-ranging diligence and
brought us a book of utmost value, a pleasure to read, joy
to own and an excellent description of a map series: Roger
Hellyer, Richard Oliver and the Charles Close Society are
to be congratulated. Those giant military cartographers of
the past, whose names we know, and the junior officers
and squads of NCOs, deserve nothing but the best possible
record: they have it here. Everyone should read this book!

John Seeley

Reference
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Historical Atlas of the Islamic World

Malise Ruthven and Azian Naiji
Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004

208 pp

ISBN 019 860997 3 hardback £25.00

This atlas is aimed at non-Muslims and non-academics. It
is written in a relaxed style to allow the reader to ‘dip-in’
at leisure. The timing of this publication is clearly stated to
counter the perceived anti Muslim bias in the media of the
Western world.

The book is divided into 66 essays of two to four
pages in length, with most illustrated with a map. The early
sections discuss the historical origins of Islam and its
initial outward expansion, taking into consideration the
world order as it existed, before jumping around different
geographic areas in more detail. The last section of the
book examines the Islamic arts and major architectural
sites, the world distribution of Muslims, Muslim cinema,
internet use, democracy, censorship, human rights and
civil society and modern Islamic movements. The book is
not intended to be a comprehensive history but it aims to
illuminate important aspects to help to explain the legacy
of conflicts – as well as the opportunities for the present.
The dates used are those of the Christian Era with a note
that the year 622 CE = 1 Muslim Era. There are very good
explanations for the drives behind why different groups
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have behaved the way they have, and linking these to the
harsh lifestyle lived by many of the earlier adherents in
their nomadic desert existence. It also goes to explain why
the family and kinship responsibilities have been more
important than national or administrative ties. The book
concludes with a chronology, glossary, map list, index and
a list of references for further reading.

Ten other authors contributed to this project. This has
led to some repetitions in subject matter with Flashpoint
Iraq 1917-2003 and Flashpoint Gulf 1950-2003 covering
much of the same ground.

As an interested reader, I was disappointed that there
was not more information on the more recent history, starting
with the break-up of India into East and West Pakistan along
with the reasons why East Pakistan broke away to become
Bangladesh. The break-up of Yugoslavia with its ethnic
conflicts has not been covered, although the history behind it
is alluded to. The formation of the African-American Nation
of Islam has not been explained but has been described as
“not considered part of Islam by the majority of Muslims”
but without reasons why that is thought. History and politics
of the Middle East are quite well covered.

Overall, the book is visually very pleasing and
balanced between text, maps and photos. The frustration
with this book is that it appears that the text and maps were
written and produced almost totally independently of each
other. Too often places mentioned in the text are not
represented on the map and vice versa. A variety of map
projections and layouts are utilized. The colours are
pleasing to the eye but many maps suffer when small
colour patches cannot be identified in the key due to colour
shift. The bleeding of some colours with others is useful to
show the blurred borders that would have existed.
Occasionally, it is the patterns that are difficult to identify
(pages 84—85), or the pattern shown on the map is rotated
at a different angle from the key (page 98). The
cartographers have chosen to show the modern border
between India and Pakistan as the line of control but
without discussion of the ongoing border dispute.

There has been no standardization of place names
between the authors and the maps (e.g. Khurasan/
Khorasan, Chaghatay/Chagatai, Maghrib/Maghreb) or
correction of typographic or spelling errors (e.g.
Tajikistan/Tayikistan, Tlemcen/Tiemcen/Tiemcan,
Kilwa/Kilw, Prezhevalk for Prezhevalsk) or use of modern
names on modern maps (Soviet era Khirghizia used for
modern Kyrgyzstan). A point not explained in the text is
that Arabic only contains three vowels, and vowels are
rarely written in modern Arabic so the transliteration can
be difficult. In most traditional English literature, we often
write about the Seljuk era but the author uses the more
correct Saljuq era. The mislocation of Kashgar on page 45,
differences in colour between the map and key (e.g. the
Bulgarian front line on page 113), and the extremely
misleading drainage pattern from China into Pakistan
crossing the Himalayan watershed shown on several base
maps appear to have slipped through the proof-reading
stage. Some maps use abbreviations for country names but
these are never explained. Place names have been chosen
that are traditionally understood by English language
readers (e.g. Cairo for El Qâhira), or that were common in
colonial and up to recent times (e.g. Madras for Chennai),
or which are used by the major local language (e.g.
Kashgar for Kashi).

The chronology increases in detail as it approaches
recent events. The limited glossary has very clear
explanations.

A huge variety of history has been covered in bite-
sized chunks, giving enough information for the interested
beginner. Unfortunately, all the areas discussed are not
justly illustrated by the map content. Overall, the coverage
of Islamic history in one volume would be a useful
addition to any bookshelf as it goes a long way to explain
the problems of today, where national borders are
relatively fixed, on the basis of a history used to fluid
borders and changing allegiances.

Peta Carter
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