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This pa per will briefly de scribe the back ground to the RSLP pro ject: Map ping the World, then out line
what the pro ject’s aims and ob jec tives are, and ex plain the cov er age and sched ule, be fore fo cus ing in a
lit tle more de tail on the work be ing car ried out at the Bodleian Li brary in Ox ford.  Finally, it will sum ma -
rise the likely fu ture prog ress of the pro ject. 

Def i ni tion of a pro ject 
First of all it might be help ful to con sider what a pro ject ac -
tu ally is.
Geoff Reiss in Pro ject man age ment demystified (1992)
sug gests the fol low ing:

“A pro ject is a hu man ac tiv ity that achieves a
clear ob jec tive against a time scale”  
He goes on to say that pro jects nearly al ways have the

fol low ing char ac ter is tics: 

• one clear ob jec tive

• a fixed time scale

• a team of peo ple

• no prac tice or re hearsal

• change
It can be seen from this def i ni tion that most pro jects are 

unique in some way and it is this fact that makes in volve -
ment in pro ject work both stim u lat ing and chal leng ing. 

Back ground: the Higher Ed u ca tion con text  
Map ping the World is funded by the Re search Sup port Li -
braries Programme (or RSLP). 

RSLP is an Higher Ed u ca tion Funding Coun cil ini tia -
tive which has arisen from the de lib er a tions of the Follett
Re view (1993) and the as so ci ated An der son Re port (1996). 

Im proving ac cess to re search col lec tions, and en hanc -
ing cross-sectoral col lab o ra tion has been seen as a ma jor
goal for some time. The over all aim of RSLP is to im prove
ar range ments for re search sup port in UK li brar ies.

RSLP pro ject fund ing to higher ed u ca tion in sti tu tions
(HEI) started in the ac a demic year 1999-2000 and will fin -
ish at the end of the ac a demic year 2001-2002, with up to
£30M be ing dis bursed over the three years. The RSLP Of -
fice is based in Ed in burgh Uni ver sity Li brary. 

There are four strands to the Re search Sup port Li -
braries Programme: 

1. Sup porting ac cess to ma jor hold ings li brar ies 
2. Col lab o ra tive Col lec tion man age ment pro jects 

3. Re search sup port for Hu man ities and So cial Sci ences
col lec tions 
4. Tar geted ret ro spec tive con ver sion of cat a logues. 

Map ping the World co mes within the Re search Col lec -
tions in the Hu man ities and So cial Sci ences (RCHSS)
Strand.  It is one of 28 first round pro jects in this par tic u lar
programme strand, to which 13 sec ond round pro jects have
now been added.

Ra tio nale
Car to graphic ma te ri als are a ba sic re search tool for

both cur rent and his tor i cal re search in a wide range of sub -
jects.  These sub jects may in clude de mog ra phy,
en vi ron men tal ism, land uti li sa tion, in ter na tional bound -
aries, mil i tary stud ies and pol i tics as well as his tory and
ge og ra phy.  It has been re cog nised that maps re quire spe cial 
treat ment, as in many cases they are unique, ei ther re gion -
ally or na tion ally.  Un til now it has been dif fi cult for
re search ers to get an over view of post-1850 col lec tions,
which have of ten grown up in a largely unco-ordinated way
in HEI, usu ally as a re sult of lo cal fac tors and in di vid ual
col lec tion de vel op ment pol i cies.  Hence the suc cess ful bid
for fund ing from RSLP for this in no va tive and col lab o ra -
tive HEI pro ject. 

Map ping the World pro ject par tic i pants 
The seven pro ject part ners are all mem bers of the Con sor -
tium of Uni ver sity Re search Li braries (CURL). They are
the Uni ver sities of Ox ford, Cam bridge, Bir ming ham, Ed in -
burgh and Man ches ter, the Uni ver sity of Lon don at Sen ate
House, and Im pe rial Col lege, Lon don. The Bodleian Li -
brary, is act ing as the lead site on be half of Ox ford
Uni ver sity. 
The Royal Geo graph ical So ci ety (with the In sti tute of Brit -
ish Ge og ra phers) was also ap proached to join the
part ner ship con sor tium, but was un able to guar an tee the ex -
ter nal fund ing needed at the time that the bid was made to
RSLP. 

Pro ject Man age ment Struc ture
The Pro ject Di rec tor, Mrs Mary Clapinson, is Keeper of
Spe cial Col lec tions and West ern Manu scripts at the
Bodleian Li brary, and has stra te gic re spon si bil ity for the
Pro ject. She is re spon si ble for over see ing the bud get and
en sur ing that the RSLP de liv er ables are met as well as act -
ing as chair of the Man age ment Board for Map ping the
World.  
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The Pro ject Man age ment Board was set up to over see
the de vel op ment of the Pro ject and mon i tor prog ress
through out its ex is tence. It in cludes Site rep re sen ta tives
from the par tic i pat ing in sti tu tions and other in ter ested or -
gani sa tions, such as the Brit ish Li brary. The ex ter nal Board
mem bers are the Keeper of the Royal Geo graph ical So ci ety, 
Dr An drew Tath am; the Map Li brar ian at the Brit ish Li -
brary, Mr Tony Camp bell; and an Ox ford ac a demic,
Pro fes sor An drew Goudie, from the School of Ge og ra phy
at the Uni ver sity of Ox ford.  It is par tic u larly im por tant to
the suc cess of Map ping the World to have ac cess to the ex -
per tise and ad vice of these ex pe ri enced prac ti tio ners. 

The Pro ject Man ager, Mr Nick Millea, Map Li brar ian
at the Bodleian Li brary has re spon si bil ity for the day to day
su per vi sion of the Pro ject, an swer ing to the Pro ject Di rec -
tor.  

To gether the Pro ject Di rec tor and Pro ject Man ager
hold reg u lar brief ing meet ings with the Pro ject
Co-ordinator, who in turn works closely with the Map Cat a -
loguer.  The Pro ject       Co-ordinator li aises with the Site
rep re sen ta tives and Map Cat a loguers in each of the part ner
in sti tu tions.

Pro ject du ra tion  
The pro ject be gan of fi cially on 1st No vem ber 1999, and
ends on 31st July 2002.  Most of the part ners joined the pro -
ject, at the start of Year 2, as of Au gust 1st, and will
par tic i pate for one year only. These part ners are Bir ming -
ham, Ed in burgh and Lon don (ULL). The Lon don
cat a loguer at ULL will then be sec onded to Im pe rial Col -
lege for six months.  Man ches ter has joined the pro ject for
two years and will con tinue to work along side Ox ford and
Cam bridge un til the pro ject con cludes in July 2002. The
first Pro ject Man age ment meet ing was held in Ox ford on
June 7th.  Site rep re sen ta tives from all the part ners at tended
this launch meet ing to gether with the ex ter nal Board mem -
bers.

Aims and Ob jec tives 
The over all aim of the pro ject is to im prove ac cess to
post-1850 over seas maps by cre at ing an on line un ion cat a -
logue for maps through the ret ro spec tive con ver sion of map 
li brary card cat a logues. This is the first stage of a lon ger
term aim by the par tic i pat ing in sti tu tions to pro vide elec -
tronic ac cess to all their map col lec tions. It is hoped that by
dem on strat ing the fea si bil ity of such an ap proach that other
CURL li brar ies with map col lec tions, will be able to ben e fit
from this pro ject, by adopt ing sim i lar pro ce dures.

The main ob jec tive of Map ping the World is to tar get
se ries-level cat a logu ing of post-1850 over seas map ping
and to en ter re cords to MARC stan dards based on those out -
lined in RSLP doc u ment 1999/1 An nexe E (Parts A-C).

Scope and cov er age 

Col lec tion size
The com bined to tal es ti mate for map hold ings in the

card cat a logues of the part ner in sti tu tions is for over
800,000 post-1850 over seas maps, which are de scribed on

around 150,000 cat a logue cards. Ox ford and Cam bridge to -
gether have ap prox i mately 124,000 main en try cards.
Geo graphic cov er age of the seven map col lec tions is
broad-ranging with cer tain ar eas be ing par tic u larly
well-represented.  More spe cial ised ma te rial in cludes the
col lec tion of approx. 7,500 geo log i cal maps held at Im pe -
rial Col lege.

Scope
The source ma te rial for Map ping the World is that of

non-UK, over seas maps. The orig i nal in ten tion of the pro -
ject was to cover as wide a geo graphic area as pos si ble, with 
each part ner be ing al lo cated coun tries in West ern Eu rope,
and then Af rica, Asia, Australasia or the Amer i cas. To a
large ex tent, the choice of coun tries re flects col lec tion
strengths and re search in ter ests, but prag matic con sid er -
ations are also a fac tor. These in clude the need to share the
work load be tween the par tic i pat ing in sti tu tions. It is not in -
tended that in di vid ual sheet maps should be the fo cus of this 
par tic u lar pro ject, al though there are likely to be some grey
ar eas such as World Map se ries. 

In ad di tion, it was sug gested at the Pro ject meet ing in
June that the over all plan could be mod i fied to give Map -
ping the World more cur rency, through a more tar geted
cov er age of po lit i cal troublespots or coun tries which make
head line news. This was agreed to be a valid ap proach and
so has now been adopted.

Ex cluded ma te rial 
UK ma te rial is spe cif i cally ex cluded from Map ping the 

World. This would re quire a ma jor pro ject in its own right
and would ex tend the scope of this pro ject well be yond the
ex ist ing time frame. 

Meth od ol ogy and Ap proach 

Meth od ol ogy
Map ping the World has adopted a dis trib uted model,

with each in sti tu tion man ag ing its own cat a logu ing. The
meth od ol ogy in volves work ing through the map card cat a -
logues, rather than re-cataloguing from the orig i nal maps.
This is in tended both to re duce the han dling of the orig i nals
and to speed up the ret ro spec tive con ver sion pro cess. Re -
trieving the maps from stor age ar eas can take some time and 
so re duces valu able cat a logu ing time. How ever, in some
cases, the de tails which are given on the cards are rather
lim ited, which means that the map it self will in fact need to
be re trieved, in or der to en sure that cat a logu ing meets the
re quired RSLP stan dards.

Ap proach
In prac ti cal terms, the pro ject ob jec tive will be

achieved by con vert ing card cat a logue re cords into on line
re cords in ma chine-readable or MARC for mat. The re cords
cre ated are be ing added to the CURL da ta base and its as so -
ci ated on line cat a logue, COPAC. The CURL da ta base is
com prised of the bib lio graphic re cords con trib uted by its
mem bers. Map re cords will then be made avail able to other
CURL li brar ies, and to non-CURL in sti tu tions on a cus -
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tomer ba sis, as is the case for other types of bib lio graphic
re cords.

Ben e fits for Stake holders 
There are a num ber of ben e fits aris ing from this pro ject for
the ma jor stake holders, the ac a demic and re search com mu -
nity, who con sti tute one of the prime map user groups.  The
de vel op ment of an on line un ion cat a logue for maps will
help to re veal the full ex tent of hold ings in the seven li brar -
ies, mak ing it eas ier to search for car to graphic ma te ri als
within and be tween in sti tu tions. Using the CURL da ta base,
re search ers will be able to ac cess in for ma tion about map
col lec tions from their desktops, rather than al ways hav ing
to make a per sonal visit to the li brary con cerned.  In this
way, Map ping the World is ex pected to have an im por tant
im pact on re search, es pe cially for re search on those coun -
tries where de tailed map cov er age re mains dif fi cult to
ob tain.

Con straints:  Time, cost, qual ity 

Funding
RSLP-funded pro jects re quire in sti tu tions to pro vide a

sig nif i cant level of fund ing from in sti tu tional mon ies, and
to guar an tee a lon ger-term com mit ment af ter the end of a
pro ject. Map ping the World was costed for 33 months, or
2.75 years at a to tal fig ure of £368,885. 

Of this, the RSLP con tri bu tion is £258,220 with a to tal
part ner ship con tri bu tion (amount ing to 30%) of £110, 665.  

Reg u lar fi nan cial state ments are re quired by RSLP to
ac count for the pro ject ex pen di ture of each in sti tu tion.  A
“Let ter of Un der stand ing” has there fore been sent out by
Ox ford Uni ver sity to all the part ners, de tail ing what is ex -
pected from them, and what it, as the lead in sti tu tion, will
un der take to do in re turn.  This in cludes pay ing out RSLP
mon ies to the part ners on a monthly ba sis. 

The Part ner ship con tri bu tions have been di vided up
pro-rata, ac cord ing to the pe riod of their in volve ment in the
pro ject.  Thus Ox ford and Cam bridge are both con trib ut ing
around 25% of the part ner ship fund ing; with Man ches ter
con trib ut ing 18%, Bir ming ham, Lon don (ULL) and Ed in -
burgh 9% each and Im pe rial Col lege 4.5%.  Some of these
costs are in the form of a mon e tary con tri bu tion, whilst oth -
ers are be ing made in kind. 

Staff Re sources
Each in sti tu tion has fund ing to ap point one Map cat a -

loguer to carry out the ac tual ret ro spec tive con ver sion
work. The post of Pro ject Co-ordinator is funded by con tri -
bu tions from each of the part ners.

Pro ject work sched ule 
Ox ford and Cam bridge, the in sti tu tions with the larg est col -
lec tions, com menced cat a logu ing in Year 1 of the pro ject in
or der to es tab lish a crit i cal mass of re cords from which the
other part ners will be able to ben e fit. 

At the Bodleian Li brary, work be gan in late March with 
over 1300 map re cords en tered on line be fore the end of July
2000.  The coun tries com pleted so far in clude Cy prus,

Malta, Bel gium and Lux em bourg, Si erra Le one and Syria. 
Cat a loguing has re sumed again on France, but Ox ford will
sub se quently be con cen trat ing fur ther on coun tries in the
Mid dle East re gion such as Tur key, Jor dan, and Leb a non. 
There are now over 1500 re cords on line.

At Cam bridge Uni ver sity Li brary, cat a logu ing be gan
in mid-June, start ing with Spain, and  more re cently Mex -
ico.  It is ex pected that Cam bridge will prog ress to other
Latin and South Amer i can coun tries in the course of Year 2.

Geo graphic Cov er age for Year 2 
Given their re spec tive col lec tion strengths, it is prob a ble
that Man ches ter will con cen trate on the In dian
sub-continent and North ern Af rica, and Ed in burgh on Af -
rica south of the Sa hara.  Bir ming ham has re cently started
with Den mark, Fin land and Scan di na via; and Lon don ULL
with Aus tra lia and New Zea land. Other geo graphic ar eas to
be tar geted re main un der dis cus sion as fur ther ex pe ri ence is 
gained of tack ling dif fer ent con ti nents. At this stage, it
seems un likely that there will be the spe cial ist ex per tise
needed to carry out ret ro spec tive con ver sion work on the in -
di vid ual states of the for mer So viet Un ion or China. 

Map cat a logu ing 
Map ping the World has needed to ad dress sev eral prob lems
in re cruit ing Map cata logu ers for this pro ject. These in clude 
the ques tion of whether to of fer the posts on a short-term
con tract or on the ba sis of se cond ment from ex ist ing du ties.
Out side of the ma jor li brar ies such as the Brit ish Li brary
and the Na tional Li brary of Scot land, on line map cat a logu -
ing ex per tise is lim ited to a rel a tively small num ber of
in sti tu tions. Thus many trained cata logu ers in the UK HEI
sec tor have lim ited ex pe ri ence of cat a logu ing maps. Ac -
quiring the nec es sary skills for map cat a logu ing is one of
the fac tors which makes this Pro ject all the more chal leng -
ing for its par tic i pants, but ul ti mately the gains should be
greater. The ad di tional train ing re quire ment in turn means
that for most of the part ners in volved in Year 2, cat a logu ing
was not ex pected to start in ear nest un til mid-September or
early Oc to ber.

Tar gets 
The to tal es ti mated num ber of re cords to be cat a logued dur -
ing the pro ject is 64,635. This is based on the num ber of
items which can be cat a logued by one per son dur ing the
course of a year. Map ping the World hopes to gen er ate
around 25 re cords per day. 

So far, the na ture of the ma te rial be ing dealt with means 
that this is prov ing to be a lit tle high, with on av er age 20 re -
cords a day be ing more re al is tic. As we are now into the
sixth month of cat a logu ing at the Bodleian Li brary, it
should soon be pos si ble to make a more ac cu rate as sess -
ment of the num ber of cat a logue re cords which can
re al is ti cally be cre ated on a daily, weekly and monthly ba -
sis. 

MARC re cords 
RSLP re quires that MARC re cords are en tered to re cog -
nised stan dards, which are those adopted from the CURL
Min i mum stan dards for bib lio graphic re cords, with ad di -
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tional fields for Car to graphic ma te ri als. These in clude both
re quired and de sir able el e ments. RSLP also re quires Li -
brary of Con gress Sub ject Head ings to be added to all
on line re cords.

The source of re cords used var ies.  The main ex ter nal
da ta bases used in ad di tion to CURL are OCLC and RLIN. 
How ever, based on the ev i dence so far, a con sid er able
amount of orig i nal cat a logu ing is still re quired. Even when
it is pos si ble to down load re cords for use in the pro ject,
these may re quire ed it ing.

A stan dard MARC tem plate can only give an out line of
the fields which may need to be in cluded in any re cord.  One 
has to bear in mind that all re cords cre ated or down loaded
need to have mul ti ple points of ac cess to al low a va ri ety of
sub ject ap proaches or dif fer ent search strat e gies to be
adopted by the map user. The re quired LCSH fields,
whether the matic (650) or top o graph i cal (651) are of ten
quite com plex to con struct but they do pro vide im proved
sub ject ac cess com pared with the en try points pos si ble in a
card cat a logue.

MARC con ver sion pro cess 
There is also the ques tion of the MARC for mat for bib lio -
graphic re cords. CURL has adopted UKMARC for its
da ta base.  Some of the part ners use UK MARC whilst oth -
ers, in clud ing Ox ford, use USMARC, now MARC21.
Up loading re cords to CURL re quires cer tain val i da tion
rou tines to be in place. Work is be ing car ried out at Man -
ches ter Com puting to con vert the vari ant fields in Map
re cords into a for mat suit able for the CURL da ta base.  This
should then make it pos si ble to down load the map re cords
cre ated by an other li brary dur ing the ret ro spec tive con ver -
sion pro cess, with out ex ten sive ed it ing be ing nec es sary
sim ply to con form with lo cal sys tem re quire ments.  It is
hoped that this will speed up the cat a logu ing pro cess and so
en hance tar get fig ures at each part ner in sti tu tion.

Mean while there is the on go ing pro cess of re vi sion of
the An glo-American Cat a loguing Rules (AACR2R) for
Car to graphic ma te ri als and also the pro cess of MARC har -
mo ni sa tion, which aims to bring the MARC for mats of the
Brit ish Li brary, the Li brary of Con gress and the Na tional
Li brary of Can ada closer to gether. This will in ev i ta bly have 
some ef fect on any ret ro spec tive con ver sion pro ject, as well 
as on on go ing cur rent cat a logu ing.

 Cross-sectoral col lab o ra tion
Dis cus sions are cur rently tak ing place be tween CURL

and the Brit ish Geo log i cal Sur vey re gard ing re cip ro cal ac -
cess to re cords.  The BGS re cords would be a par tic u larly
use ful source for Map ping the World when work be gins on
the geo log i cal hold ings at Im pe rial Col lege.

Case study: a per sonal per spec tive 
Map ping the World is in fact only one of a num ber of on go -
ing RSLP pro jects for which the Bodleian Li brary at Ox ford 
is ei ther the lead site or in which it is par tic i pat ing. These in -
clude the pro jects: Map ping Asia: Li brary col lec tions,
lan guage ex per tise and news pa pers and also a UK da ta -
base of Chi nese re search ma te ri als.

Site vis its
One of my first tasks as Pro ject Co-ordinator was to

con duct site vis its to the part ner li brar ies, to meet the re -
spec tive Map Li brar ians or Map Cu ra tors, and to as sess the
rel a tive strengths of their col lec tions.  These vis its took
place in April and May, be gin ning with Bir ming ham and
end ing with Ed in burgh and pro vided a use ful in tro duc tion
to the Map com mu nity. I have also been on a com par a tive
visit to the Map Li brary at the new Brit ish Li brary at St
Pancras.  

Duties
My du ties as Pro ject Co-ordinator in clude man ag ing

the dis trib uted cat a logu ing op er a tion. I am also re spon si ble
for mon i tor ing stan dards, which means check ing a num ber
of sam ple re cords from each part ner to en sure con sis tency
both within and be tween in sti tu tions.  I will prob a bly be re -
vis it ing all the part ners dur ing the course of the sec ond year
of the pro ject to meet the cata logu ers in their work place,
and to dis cuss any prob lems in more de tail.  I have also been
li ais ing with Man ches ter Com puting on the CURL con ver -
sion soft ware, with the as sis tance of the CURL da ta base
of fi cer and the Head of Bib lio graphic Data Ser vices at John
Rylands Li brary, at Man ches ter Uni ver sity.

Pro mo tion and pub lic ity
My other du ties in clude the pro mo tion of Map ping the

World through li ai son with the ac a demic, re search and
wider map com mu nity. 

A website for Map ping the World was launched in July, 
the URL for which is: 
http://www.bodley.ox.ac.uk/us ers/lmh/rslp/in dex.html

The aim of the website is to give more de tails about the
pro ject, to out line the geo graphic ar eas be ing cov ered, and
give up dates on work in prog ress. It is hoped that the
website will be a means of pro vid ing fur ther in for ma tion
about the pro ject to all those in ter ested in Map col lec tions.  

Com mu ni ca tion be tween part ners
I have also re cently es tab lished a closed dis cus sion list

for the Map ping the World part ners hosted by Mailbase and
called mapworld-discuss.  This is in tended as a fo rum for
de bate on tech ni cal and other is sues re lat ing to the cat a logu -
ing of maps dur ing this pro ject.  I am hop ing that it will be of 
par tic u lar use to the cata logu ers both to re solve prac ti cal is -
sues and to help  pro mote a sense of par tic i pat ing in a
na tional pro ject team.

Sum mary of Fu ture de vel op ments
Reg u lar mon i tor ing, which is an RSLP re quire ment, is now
a sig nif i cant task as the other part ners join the pro ject.  The
whole re view pro cess is cru cial in en sur ing that the out -
come for Map ping the World is that of a suc cess ful pro ject;
namely one that is fin ished on time and on bud get, and one
that meets the qual ity stan dards re quired.

The to tal out put of on line cat a logue re cords will be a
con sid er able achieve ment, given the pi o neer ing na ture of
this pro ject.  In the fu ture, the part ner in sti tu tions may wish
to ex tend the scope of the pro ject to in clude sheet maps, es -
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pe cially for ar eas where such items are per ceived to be in
high de mand.

Reg u lar prog ress re ports, and up dates on the geo -
graphic area cov er age, will be sent to  Cartographiti as well
as ap pear ing on the Map ping the World website.   

Notes:
For more in for ma tion on RSLP visit their website at:  
http://www.rslp.ac.uk/
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IN MEMORIAM

John C. Robertson, Cartographer, 1939-99

In Feb ru ary of last year John Rob ert son, a very spe cial
friend of so many in the car to graphic com mu nity at home
and over seas, passed away.  His sud den and un timely death
at the age of only 60 came as a shock to all, and that sad
event, and trib utes to him, have al ready ap peared else -
where.  How ever, as we jour ney into the new mil len nium, it
seems ap pro pri ate to re cord, more fully, our mem o ries of
John and of his con tri bu tions to car tog ra phy dur ing his own
cen tury.

His ed u ca tional roots were in Scot land.  In 1964 he
grad u ated MA (Hon ours in Ge og ra phy) at Ed in burgh Uni -
ver sity, with the Nel son Prize in Car tog ra phy.  His first job,
in 1965, was in Pa ki stan with Hunting Sur veys as car tog ra -
pher to the Lower Indus De vel op ment At las of the Sind, but
he would re turn home later that year to con tinue his stud ies
as one of John Keates’ early Car tog ra phy Di ploma stu dents
at Glas gow Uni ver sity.  This was also when my own friend -
ship with John Rob ert son be gan as I was John Keates’
as sis tant at the time.  Al though sup pos edly his ‘teacher,’
and two years his ju nior by age, I re mem ber be ing im -
pressed by his car to graphic and worldly wis dom, and I
al ways en joyed our for mal and in for mal dis cus sions.  Fol -
low ing his Di ploma he moved to the Scot tish De vel op ment
De part ment in Ed in burgh (in re search), dur ing which time
he was prob a bly the first Scot to at tend a spe cial course at
Har vard Uni ver sity on SYMAP com puter graph ics.  Ex pe -
ri ence ob tained in Ed in burgh won him the op por tu nity to
work for 2 years in the Coun cil of Eu rope in Strasbourg
where he be came Head of the Eu ro pean In for ma tion Cen tre
for Na ture Con ser va tion. Four years in Can ada fol lowed,
with ap point ments in the uni ver si ties of Si mon Fra ser and
Brit ish Co lum bia and also in the Pro vin cial Mu seum and in
the Lands De part ment in B.C., as lec turer, re searcher, cu ra -
tor and pro ducer of maps. His ma jor con tri bu tion to the
in no va tive ‘ball bear ing’ Isodemographic Map of Can ada
in the early 1970s raised aware ness of his de sign skills.  His
globe trot ting ca reer con tin ued in Aus tra lia, where he was
lec turer at RMIT.  Dur ing these next 8 years he be gan to
make his mark in the pro fes sion.  Not only was he a most ef -
fec tive and pop u lar teacher, ad mired for his rich knowl edge
of car tog ra phy and flair for car to graphic de sign, but he con -
trib uted widely to stu dent life (e.g. as hos tel su per vi sor). He
also took a lead in the Aus tra lian In sti tute of Car tog ra phy
(AIC) both as Di vi sional Sec re tary and at na tional level as
Coun cil lor.  He pub lished widely and con trib uted to many
con fer ences.  One of his mem o ra ble pa pers was de liv ered in 
Adelaide, 1976, when he fo cused the at ten tion of the whole
AIC con fer ence on the sig nif i cance of com put ers and ‘New
Car tog ra phy’ to Aus tra lian life over the next de cade.

John re turned to Brit ain in 1982 as Se nior Lec turer at
Ox ford Poly tech nic where once more he be came a pop u lar
and ef fec tive teacher with broad car to graphic in ter ests, par -

tic u larly in com puter-based as pects. In 1990 how ever his
thoughts turned, once more, to Scot land and his ‘ain folk’,
and he took on what would be his fi nal post, as Re search Of -
fi cer in the Shet land Is lands. 

Many will re mem ber John as a car tog ra pher who gave
much to his pro fes sion and es pe cially to the So ci ety of Car -
tog ra phers.  Ex am ples of his con tri bu tions can be found in
guest ed i to ri als, lec tures at Sum mer School and as au thor of
the first So ci ety funded pro ject, the video ‘Putting Brit ain
on the Map’.  Friends who knew him in Can ada and Aus tra -
lia re call his friendly com pan ion ship. Like all real
‘char ac ters’ John had an in ter est ing, even sur pris ing,
‘other’ life.  An en thu si as tic fan of soc cer and speed way he
also achieved prize and medal sta tus in ball room danc ing,
the teach ing of which had been one of his re tire ment plans. 
He was also a col lec tor of model buses from around the
world and had the knowl edge to go with it.

John had a very rich and full life. As with many other
great Scots, it spanned the globe but brought him back home 
in the end. He made a dif fer ence wher ever he went, both to
his stu dents and in the com mu nity, as a true mis sion ary of
his sub ject. Al though I never worked with him I en joyed his
com rade ship, al ways look ing for ward to our meet ings. I ad -
mired his en ter prise and en thu si asm for liv ing and agree
with John Hunt that the fol low ing poem (by Tim o thy Liao,
a work col league of John Hunt) re flects his life:

Life’s Jour ney
The heart is for giv ing,
The mind for re ceiv ing,
The phys i cal frame like a house,
is for liv ing in.

Life’s jour ney,
like a map half-drawn.
A de sir able des ti na tion
can orig i nate
from a wrong turn.

The flow of hu man ity
gen er ates
ex traor di nary
chance en coun ters.
There may rage storm and thun der,
but the sun light is for ever.

Mi chael Wood 

(With grate ful thanks for ma jor con tri bu tions from John
Hunt, Bill Cart wright and Roger Anson.)
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