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Maps and Politics is part of the "Picturing History" se
ries published by Reaktion Books. The series is described 
as "a new kind ofhistorical writing in which images form an 
integral part. Embracing the use of pictures as direct evi
dence about the past ... revealing them as active tools of 
negotiation, parody and resistance- as spaces in which his
tory is made and enacted, as well as recorded." Along with 
the other volumes in the series (ranging from The Devil: A 
Mask without a Face by Luther Link, to Picturing Empire: 
Photography and the Visualization of the British Empire by 
James Ryan), Black's book is concerned with images as part 
of wider cultural processes, in this case the play of power in
herent in cartographic representations. However, for those 
who might be worried that this is yet another attack on car
tography by an outsider with little feel for, or little 
understanding of cartography, you may rest at ease. Jeremy 
Black, Professor of History at Exeter University, has pro
duced a thoughtful, detailed and balanced study of maps 
and politics. While much of what he has to say will not be 
new to cartographers or geographers, it will hopefully en
tice readers and researchers in the humanities, to whom the 
Picturing History series is clearly directed, to take maps se
riously. It should certainly help broaden the growing 
engagement between disciplines in the study of maps as 
cultural artefacts. 

Black begins his text with a short, but very readable 
and generally perceptive review of the new critical debate 
concerning cartography and society which has emerged 
during the 1980s and 90s. He argues that while this 'new 
movement', blending iconography with 'post-modernism', 
has provided useful insights into the role of maps and map 
makers in society, it has tended to become far too focused 
on maps as instruments of state power, while ignoring the 
wider, diffuse politico-cultural issues involved. He sup
ports the notion of maps as politically contingent, 
subjective documents, but argues that some writers (for ex
ample, Brian Harley) have tended to over-emphasize the 
role of cartography as the tool of national elites. Black 
makes it clear from the start that maps cannot be regarded 
simply as 'objective' re-presentations of the world around 
us, and that cartographers and cartography have played and 
continue to play a critical role in both international and do
mestic politics. 
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The book is divided into seven main chapters. The first 
is concerned with the debate discussed above, while the 
next five chapters are given over to the review of a series of 
specific themes, from 'Mapping the world and its peoples' 
to 'War as an aspect of political cartography'. The discus
sion is generally wide ranging and scholarly, but where the 
book to an extent fails, is in the rather fragmented nature of 
some of these chapters, with too many diverse topics 
touched on in too little detail. Where Black, the historian, is 
in his element (e.g. his discussion of maps, frontiers and 
politics in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries) the de
tail is copious, his enthusiasm palpable, but at other times 
one feels that he has simply included material because it is 
de rigour in contemporary cultural studies texts (for exam
ple, the section on maps in works of literature). 

Chapter 2, 'Mapping the world and its peoples', is 
largely devoted to mapping at the global scale. The history 
of the development of map projections is glossed over sur
prisingly quickly, before Black turns his attention to two 
relatively recent themes, the changing role of maps in the 
US's evolving world view, and the controversy surrounding 
the 'Peters projection'. In both cases he provides a useful 
overview, with extensive and detailed footnotes. However, 
in both cases he also fails to foreground the key political les
sons of these case studies. The importance of maps in the 
development of the US 'Air-age globalist' world-view, 
with its implications for the politics of the Cold War, is not 
considered (although he does reference the seminal work on 
this topic by A. K. Henrikson). This is a surprising omission 
in a work with such an overtly political focus, and which in
cludes (in Chapter 4) a section on geopolitics. Equally, the 
real political significance of the Peters controversy is ig
nored- the issue is not whether the Peters' projection was 
simply a 'reinvention' of an earlier one (Gall orthographic), 
or whether Peters' cartography was accurate, nor whether, 
for a time, it became the PC ('politically correct') world 
map, but the fact that Peters thrust the discussion of the po
litical role of maps into the public arena as no cartographer 
or geographer had managed to do in the post-war period. 
Chapter 3 rehearses some ofthe same issues by focusing on 
socio-economic issues and cartography. This is treated as a 
series of case studies, in which Black (often justifiably) at
tacks a number of the more overtly 'political' of recent 
atlases as biased in their representation of issues such as de
velopment and environment. He also points to the practical 
problems of mapping social and economic data. This chap
ter concentrates on some very contemporary themes, while 
ignoring some fascinating historical examples of social car
tography (e.g. Charles Booth's maps of poverty in 
nineteenth century London), which seems at odds with the 
notion of the series. It must also be said that the discussion 
of cartographic design issues is covered more effectively in 
the geographic and cartographic literature. 
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Chapter 4, 'The problems of mapping politics', enters 
potentially more fertile ground, although again the empha
sis is rather strongly. focused on the contemporary than the 
historical. Black provides some useful general observations 
on the problems of mapping electoral geographies, where 
he deals intelligently with issues of scale, changing bound
aries, demographics and so on. He is disappointing, 
however, in the area where we might expect much from a 
historical text, the issue of cartography and geopolitics. 
This is treated in a very limited fashion, with only passing 
mention of the maps of the German school of Geopolitik, 
which seem to be conflated with Nazi propaganda (see 
Herb, 1996, Under the map of Germany for an excellent 
scholarly exposition of this topic), and a very generalized 
discussion of key figures such as Mackinder and Mahan. 
The rather limited space devoted to geopolitics is all the 
more surprising given that several pages are given over to 
the discussion of maps of 'imaginary worlds' in works of 
literary fiction such as Wind in the Willows and Lord of the 
Rings. Unfortunately the discussion dwells on the absence 
of 'politics' in a few carefully chosen examples, while ig
noring other intensely political maps critical to other 
fictions; why, for example, has the politically potent, 
eroticized landscape of Africa, mapped in Haggard's King 
Solomon s Mines, been ignored? 

Of all the chapters, perhaps the most successful are 
Chapters 5 'Frontiers', and 6 'War as an aspect of political 
cartography'. In Chapter 5, Black describes the issue of 
frontiers as central to political cartography and is clearly in 
his element here. This chapter works well. It is more coher
ent than some of the preceding sections, presenting the 
intertwined history of the rise of the modem nation state, the 
evolution of national frontiers, and the role of cartography 
and cartographers, in a clear and concise manner. The eig~
teenth and nineteenth centuries are discussed in most detatl 
and provide an absorbing narrative set within the period of 
the globalization of European power. The twentieth cen
tury, especially the intensely interesting story of the role of 
maps in the dissection ofthe Austro-Hungarian empire and 
creation of new nations, is treated much more superficially. 
The next chapter, on war, focuses not only on the need for 
good maps for military purposes, but also on the importance 
of war as a stimulus to public interest in geography. Black 
shows that this is not simply the product of the age of elec
tronic mass communication, but has its roots in the 
eighteenth century development of the popular print. He 
points out, for example, that during the American Civil War 
2,045 newspaper maps were printed in the northern stat~s 
alone! He also brings the discussion up-to-date, technologi
cally speaking, with a brief discussion of the role ofGIS and 
GPS in modem conflict. 

As a general introduction for readers in the humanities 
it has much to commend it over other popular 'cultural' 
texts in this area; it is more accessible than Wood's Power of 
Maps, shows far greater understanding of cartography and 
cartographers than King in his Mapping Reality: an Explo
ration of Cultural Cartographies, and provides a far more 
subtle approach to the politics of maps than Monmonier's 
How to Lie with Maps. It will certainly evoke an interest in 
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the politics of cartography among potential readers in the 
humanities, and I would recommend it as one in a battery of 
introductory texts for undergraduate students in geography 
and related disciplines. It has its surprising gaps and limita
tions, but these accepted it, it does provide a useful new 
addition to the literature and a useful reference text for 
teaching and seminar programmes. 

Peter Vujakovic 

The Atlas of the Future. Edited by lan 
Pearson 
London: Routledge, 1998 
128 pp £9.99 ISBN 0 415 19697 

This populist, yet authoritative, atlas forms the legacy 
of Anne Benewick, the eo-founder ofPluto Press. From the 
1970s onwards this publisher developed the radical the
matic atlas devoted to making politics and economics more 
accessible for a well-informed, left-leaning audience. Ms. 
Benewick died in December 1998,just after The Atlas of the 
Future was published. Over many years, with Pluto and 
with Myriad, she provided the driving force behind innova
tive graphics and hard-hitting cartography for publications 
addressing the state of the world, its environment, health, 
wars, women and politics. The design and production of 
such mapping, undertaken by a variety of groups including 
Swanston Graphics and All Terrain Mapping, has energized 
a generation of cartographers willing to accept the commis
sion to extend the traditional thematic map into a new 
dimension of symbolism and propaganda. 

Like its predecessors, The Atlas of the Future relies on 
straightforward choropleth mapping, addressing the state of 
the world through statistical summaries for nation states, of 
a range of characteristics. The major sections of the atlas, 
The Future of People, The Future of Resources, The Future 
of Communications, and the Future of Globalization, view 
the world through mapping based on the contemporary bor
ders of current states (although there are some maps where 
the world is sub-divided into considerably fewer units of 
measurement- for example, only four massive blocs in the 
section on Tourism). One theme not addressed is the future 
of the nation state itself, nor the inevitable shift in interna
tional boundaries in the years to come. The sources for the 
statistical data portrayed are extensively documented in a 
manner which should be followed by many other atlas com
pilations. In addition, there is further metadata in the form 
of explanatory notes describing the 'forecasting method.s' 
used to extrapolate the mapping of future trends, the mam 
purpose of the atlas. There are also statistical summaries, 
commentaries on each of the sections and notes on the con
tributors. 

The maps themselves follow the now-standard style of 
Pluto Press and Pluto Press-inspired publications. It can be 
argued that the sole novel cartographic design idea brought 
to these publications is the use of bold colour. Each world 
map certainly exhibits a range of highly saturated shades 
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depicting each nation state, on a background of ocean which 
varies from white to various shades of blue (for no obvious 
reason). The attempt to depart from a standardized and 
common outline, which presumably may be considered 
somewhat predictable and boring, means that some maps 
do not actually cover the entire world (perversely, the map 
showing future water scarcity cuts off the driest continent
Australia). Further, the centring of global projections var
ies between pages from the Atlantic to the Pacific, again for 
no obvious reason. There are many occasions when the rep
resentation of the world is duplicated on the same double 
page spread, but rendered in different map projections. The 
use of insets is clearly essential to help portray complex ar
eas (in the case of world mapping by nation state this 
usually means Europe) and although they are generally well 
used in this atlas there are occasions where they are unnec
essary (page 37 - Artificial Intelligence) and some 
circumstances where insets show disturbing inconsistency 
of shape and scale on the same page (page 60-Media). The 
cartograms used on many maps throughout the atlas are 
well done and the innovative design of individual point 
symbols to reflect data about life expectancy, forest cover, 
surveillance practices and infectious diseases is welcome. 
Unfortunately, guidance about the scaling of symbols is of
ten overlooked in favour of the dramatic over-statement of, 
for example, deaths from smoking (page 30), number of 
centenarians (page 26) and fish catches (page 51). 

This atlas has given your reviewer much food for 
thought and an enjoyable browse. The impact of the mes
sages being conveyed is intense, but the acknowledgement 
by the editors that this forms only one possible interpreta
tion of the future is also highlighted. The popularity of 
atlases of this type is merited, although their simplistic ap
proach to the national picture within an individual country 
does lead to an uncomplicated 'black-and-white' view of 
the world. From a cartographic, as opposed to a political, 
viewpoint, however, there is much to commend in this latest 
addition to the range. 

David Fairbairn 

Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal 
with the River Severn and the 
Gloucester and Sharpness Canal 
Reading: GEOprojects, 1999, £3.75. ISBN 0 
86351 114 7 

This folded paper map, unmounted, about 43 cm x 116 
cm open and 13 x 21 cm folded, is one of a series of 
GEOproject maps of waterways in Britain. It covers about 
160 km (100 miles) of canal and river running almost 
north-south from the junction of the Staffordshire and 
Worcestershire Canal with the Trent and Mersey Canal at 
Haywood near Stafford, to Sharpness on the Severn Estu
ary. All three waterways in the full title are treated equally, 
although on the cover the words 'Staffordshire and Worces
tershire Canal' are given much more prominence than the 
remainder of the title. The map is printed in colour on both 
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sides, with the Staffs and W ores on one side, and the Severn 
and the Gloucester and Sharpness on the other. The folding 
is such that it is possible to use any section of the map with 
about 26 x 42 cm exposed to the weather at one time. 

The main strip map is at a scale of approximately 1 : 60 
000, and covers a swath between 2 and 5 km ( 1 and 3 miles) 
wide on each side of the waterway. The waterway itself is 
shown as a strip about 2.5-3 mm wide (about 150-200 
metres wide to correct scale) to enable channel detail to be 
shown, such as locks and bridges, with distance indicators 
one mile apart. The towpath is shown on its correct side. 
Waterside and nearby detail includes boating facilities such 
as moorings, boatyards and points for water and disposal of 
rubbish and sewage. Farther afield is useful information 
such as the location of post offices, pubs and a variety of 
tourist attractions. As well as the main map, there are street 
maps of Penkridge, Kidderrninster, Stourport, Worcester 
and Gloucester at a scale of 1: 15 000. 

There is useful text on spare areas of the map face, with 
historical, navigational and tourist notes of interest for each 
waterway, and details of marina and boatyard facilities, 
boat trips and boat hire, with useful telephone numbers. 

All in all, this is a most useful publication for boaters, 
walkers and tourists. Comparable publications are the 
Nicholson/Ordnance Survey Guides to the Waterways in 
spiral bound books, with maps at a scale of 1: 31 680 ( 2 
inches to one mile) - more detailed but less clear and 
graphic. 

John Hardy 

National Trail: The Ridgeway 1: 40 000 
Doune: Harvey Maps Services Ltd, 1999 
£7.95 (including postage) ISBN 1 85137 314 4 

Harvey have a well-deserved reputation for the high 
quality of their Walker's maps, compiled by original photo
grarnmetry with no reliance on Ordnance Survey base map 
material. Latterly, they have extended their range to maps of 
parts of Greenland and Canada and, closer to home, to the 
provision of linear route maps for some of Great Britain's 
national trails. 

Among the latter is a new route guide to the The 
Ridgeway, a national trail which stretches for 137 km from 
Overton Hill near Avebury in Wiltshire to Ivinghoe Beacon 
in Buckinghamshire. In between, the trail first follows the 
lofty crest of the Marlborough and Berkshire Downs, and 
then, after Goring Gap, takes a more varied route some
times on top, sometimes at the foot of the Chilterns scarp. 
On the whole this route is well signed on the ground and 
easy to follow, but the advantage of having a map such as 
this is that it offers a context to your walk. It also provides 
opportunities to plan, and to devise alternative return routes 
for sections of the trail, using the network of public foot
paths and bridleways which is well represented on the 
generous swath of country shown to either side of the route. 
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The map has been divided into six sections, all cleverly 
fitted to one side of a large sheet of waterproof paper, and all 
orientated to grid north. The division and layout of the pan
els is shown in several different index diagrams, but most 
usefully on the cover, where they are numbered and shown 
both in their position on the map and in their geographical 
relationship. Free space is occupied by a variety of textual 
information, including a general description of the route 
and its ancient origins, points of access, sources of informa
tion about transport and accommodation, and, rather 
importantly, availability (or lack of) water, food and banks 
along the way. Information about waymarking appears 
twice, for no apparent reason. 

The scale of the main map is 1: 40 000 and contours are 
shown at 10-metre intervals. Typically for a Harvey map, 
land cover is shown more comprehensively than on Ord
nance Survey maps. However, I was unhappy with the 
extensive areas of arable land being designated as "im
proved pasture". 

The trail route itself is shown with a special red symbol 
which also differentiates sections on a wide track from 
those on a narrow one. This might be a useful indicator, as 
some sections, especially west of Goring Gap, are wide and 
rutted, and those classed as byways are used by recreational 
vehicles as well as horses, cyclists and walkers. The sur
face, especially in wet weather, does not always make for 
pleasant walking. Some, but not all, National Trust lands 
are named, while Forestry Commission woodland is not in
dicated at all. This is a pity, since there are many fine 
woodlands and heathlands in the Chilterns offering open 
access. 

Distances along sections of the trail are shown on one 
of the index maps. It would have been nice to show these in 
mile or kilometre intervals along the route on the main map, 
as on one of this map's many competitors (the Footprint 
map). 

A good feature of the map is the prominence given to a 
wide range of useful facilities - post offices, banks, pubs, 
car parks, water supply, accommodation - shown by blue 
symbols attached to the villages and towns in the adjacent 
areas. 

On the whole this is a well-designed and useful map, 
but it will face stiff competition from several competitors, 
not least Ordnance Survey's Explorer sheets which are at a 
superior scale. However it has the advantages of being 
up-to-date, of a convenient design, and providing helpful 
information about facilities both on the map itself and in the 
surrounding text panels. 

You can find out more about Harvey maps, and shop 
for them on the Web at www.harveymaps.co.uk 

Bob Parry 
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